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"And  in  this  undertaking,  the  lieader  may  see  what  Furniture  (though  it  lie  dispcrst)  our 
Publick  Eecords  will  afford  for  History:  and  how  plentifully  our  own  may  be  supplied  and  improved,  if 
pains  were  taken  therein  :  for  what  is  hitherto  made  publick,  hath  been  collected,  chiefly  out  of  old 
Annals,  and  they  filled  with  few  things  but  such  as  were  very  obvious,  nay  the  Annalists  themselves 
(for  the  most  part  residing  in.Monasteries)  too  oftened  byass'd  with  Interest,  and  Affection,  to  Times 
and  Persons:  But  on  the  contrary,  in  our  publick  Records  lye  matter  of  Fact,  in  full  Truth,  and 
therewith  the  Chronological  part,  carried  on,  even  to  days  of  the  Month.  So  that  an  industrious 
Searcher  may  thence  collect  considerable  matter  for  new  History,  rectirie  many  mistakes  in  our  old 
and  in  both  gratifie  the  world  with  unshadowed  verity." — (Ashmole's  History  of  the  Garter.) 
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RULES  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 


I. — That  the  Society  be  called  the  "  William  Salt  Abchjsological  Society." 
II— The  leading  object  of  the  Society  shall  be  the  editing  and  printing  of  original 
documents  relating  to  the  County  of  Stafford,  to  which,  however,  may  be 
added  papers  selected  by  an  Editorial  Committee,  illustrative  of  the  same,  or 
coming  under  any  of  the  eight  following  heads  : — 

(a)  Abstracts  of  the  Monastic  Chartularies,  and  of  Ancient  Family  Deeds,  with 
the  names  of  witnesses  and  facsimiles  of  seals  ;  Genealogies  of  Nobility 
and  Gentry  (accompanied  by  proofs),  Heraldic  Visitations,  and  other 
papers  touching  the  general  histoi*y  and  descent  of  properties  and  families. 

(b)  Printing  and  editing  of  the  Public  Records  relating  to  the  County,  including 
the  Exchequer  or  Pipe  Rolls,  the  Assize  Rolls,  Fine  Rolls,  Inquisitions, 
Perambulations  of  Forests,  Subsidy  Rolls,  and  Assessments,  etc.,  etc. 

(c)  History  of  Parishes  and  of  Manors,  and  of  Manorial  Customs  and  Tenures, 
illustrated  by  Copies  of,  or  reference  to,  original  grants. 

(d)  Church  Notes  hitherto  unpublished,  such  as  Ecclesiastical  Surveys,  Extracts 
from  Episcopal  and  Parish  Registers,  Copies  of  Epitaphs,  and  Description 
of  Monuments  and  Ecclesiastical  Buildings,  Abstracts  or  Copies  of  Wills, 
etc. 

(e)  Notices  of  British  and  Roman  Remains,  and  Roads  and  Buildings,  and  the 

Antiquities  generally  of  the  District. 
(/)  Autograph  Letters  and  other  Documents  relating  to  the  Civil  War. 
{g)  Notices  of  distinguished  Worthies,  Broadsides,  Election  Squibs,  etc. 
(h)  Correspondence,  in  which  enquiries  may  be  made  and  answered,  on  any  of 

the  above  subjects,  and  miscellaneous  information,  including  corrections  of 

errors. 

III.  — The  general  affairs  of  the  Society  shall  be  managed  by  a  Council  of  ten,  of 

whom  five  shall  be  trustees  of  the  William  Salt  Library,  and  nominated  by 
them,  from  time  to  time,  and  five  shall  be  elected  at  an  Annual  Meeting  of 
the  Subscribers.  The  Council  shall  be  empowered  to  delegate,  if  they  see  fit, 
the  selection  of  the  papers  to  be  printed  to  an  Editorial  Committee.  Of  the 
Council,  three  shall  be  a  quorum,  and  in  case  of  equality  of  votes,  their 
Chairman  shall  have  a  casting  vote. 

IV.  — The  Officers  of  the  Society  shall  be  a  Treasurer,  a  Secretary,  and  an  Auditor, 

to  be  appointed  by  the  Council.  These  Offices  shall  be  honorary,  but  the 
Council  shall  have  power  to  appoint  an  Assistant  Secretary  to  be  paid  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Council,  as  the  nature  of  his  duties  may  warrant. 

V. — The  Subscription  shall  be  One  Guinea  annually,  to  be  paid  in  advance  upon  the 
first  of  January  in  each  year,  and  such  annual  payment  shall  entitle  each 
Subscriber  to  the  volume  issued  for  the  year  of  such  subscription.  Any 
Subscriber  shall  be  permitted  to  withdraw  from  the  Society  by  giving  notice  of 
his  intention  three  months  before  the  termination  of  any  year  of  Subscription. 

N.B. — To  save  trouble,  it  is  recommended  that  the  Members  of  the  Society  pay 
their  subscriptions  to  the  Society's  bankers  by  revocable  order  upon  their  own 
bankers,  a  printed  form  for  which  may  be  obtained  from  the  Assistant  Secretary. 
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REPORT  OF  ANNUAL  MEETING,  NOVEMBER  1st,  1919. 


The  Forty-first  Annua]  Meeting  of  the  William  Salt  Archaeological 
Society  was  held  in  the  William  Salt  Library  on  November  1st,  1919. 

There  were  present : — Lord  Dartmouth  (in  the  Chair),  Sir 
Reginald  Hardy,  the  Rev.  W.  Beresford,  the  Rev.  E.  R.  0.  Bridge- 
man,  the  Rev.  Lionel  Lambert,  Mrs.  Moat,  Col.  Wedgwood  (Hon. 
Sec),  Messrs.  Percy  W.  L.  Adams,  H.  J.  Bostock,  S.  A.  H.  Burne, 
F.  A.  Homer,  J.  T.  Homer,  W.  N.  Landor,  G.  P.  Mander,  J.  R.  B. 
Masefield,  the  Assistant  Secretary,  and  the  Librarian. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  Meeting  were  read  and  passed. 

Apologies  for  absence  were  read  from  the  following  Members  : — 
Lord  Bagot,  Sir  Thomas  Salt,  Mr.  H.  H.  Cotterell,  Mr.  Scrivener, 
and  Mr.  Smith. 

The  Balance  Sheet,  showing  a  balance  in  hand  of  £424  Is.  M.,  was 
presented  and  passed. 

Editorial  Committee's  Report. 
The  Volume  for  1917-18  was  issued  to  subscribers  in  July.  The 
Committee  apologise  to  the  Society  both  for  the  delay  in  issuing  this 


volume  and  for  rolling  two  volumes  into  one.  The  delay  was  due 
principally  to  the  congestion  in  the  printing  trade.  With  prices  at 
their  present  level,  unless  our  members  very  considerably  increase,  we 
shall  either  have  to  resort  to  smaller  volumes,  possibly  unbound,  in 
future,  or  continue  to  combine  two  years  in  one.  Though  the  account 
from  Messrs.  Harrison  for  Vol.  1917-18  is  not  yet  presented,  and  though 
we  have  considerable  sums  in  hand,  your  Committee  look  forward  with 
anxiety  to  the  financial  future  of  the  Society. 

Vol.  1919  and  Vol.  1920  are  well  in  hand.  The  first,  containing  the 
Rev.  D.  S.  Murray's  "  Blithfield,"  and  valuable  shorter  articles  by 
Messrs.  C.  G.  0.  Bridgeman  and  G.  Mander,  of  which  170  pages  are 
passed  for  press  ;  the  second,  containing  the  second  instalment  of  the 
Parliamentary  History  by  the  Hon.  Secretary,  has  about  the  same 
amount  completed  and  will  take  the  history  down  to  1780.  Favourable 
reviews  of  the  1917-18  Volume  have  appeared  in  The  Times,  Saturday 
Review,  and  Staffordshire  Sentinel. 

It  is  with  much  regret  that  we  hear  from  Col.  Wedgwood  that  he 
feels  unable  any  longer  to  remain  Hon.  Secretary.  Under  the  circum- 
stances, we  feel  that  Mr.  Gerald  P.  Mander  and  Mr.  S.  A.  H.  Burne 
should  be  made  joint  Secretaries  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Mr.  Homer  seconded  the  adoption  of  the  Report,  and  urged  the 
need  of  more  Members. 

The  Assistant  Secretary  reported  that  during  the  past  year  the 
Society  had  lost  by  death  seven  Members  :  the  Rev.  F.  MacCormick, 
the  Rev.  S.  Hutchinson,  Col.  Rowland  J.  Beech,  Col.  Walton  Walker, 
Mr.  J.  Amphlett,  Mr.  W.  A.  Foster,  and  Mr.  Edward  B.  Thorneycroft. 
Six  new  Members  had  joined  :  Mr.  H.  H.  Brindley,  Mr.  L.  Foster, 
Mr.  F.  Lawden,  Mr.  A.  H.  Partridge,  Mr.  Hadyn  Whitehouse,  and  the 
Tipton  Free  Library.  This  gives  a  total  of  156  Private  Members, 
3  Hon.  Members,  and  49  Libraries  and  Societies. 

The  Librarian  reported  that  in  response  to  the  request  issued  in 
March  last,  92  lists  of  men  who  were  killed  in  the  War  had  been  received. 


The  majority  of  these  have  been  sent  in  by  the  parish  clergy.  Many 
are  professedly  incomplete,  full  information  not  being  at  present 
obtainable  :  some  are  mere  lists  of  names  with  no  accompanying 
particulars.  Others  contain  full  details.  All  have  been  duly 
acknowledged. 

It  was  suggested  that  business  firms  should  be  asked  to  send  their 
lists. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  H.  Whitehouse  was  read,  urging  that  a  history  of 
Cannock  Chase  be  written  :  the  question  was  referred  to  the  Editorial 
Committee. 

Mr.  Landor.  suggested  that  steps  should  be  taken  to  publish  some 
more  of  the  Lichfield  Episcopal  Registers. 

Lord  Dartmouth,  speaking  on  behalf  of  the  Society,  regretted  that 
Col.  Wedgwood  felt  compelled  to  resign  the  Hon.  Secretaryship  :  he 
was  sure  they  all  felt  grateful  to  him  for  the  invaluable  work  done  by 
him. 

Col.  Wedgwood  returned  thanks. 
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STAFFORDSHIRE  PARLIAMENTARY  HISTORY 

FROM  THE  EARLIEST  TIMES  TO  THE  PRESENT  DAY 


BY 


JOSIAH  C.  WEDGWOOD,  D.S.O., 

Member  of  Parliament  for  the  Borough  of  Newcastle-mider-Lyme. 


IN  THREE  VOLUMES  I 
VOL.  II,  PART  I  (1603  to  1715) 
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IV.— The  Period  of  Revolution,  1603-1715. 
For  some  time  after  the  arrival  of  the  Stuarts  the  personnel  of 
Parliament  retained  its  Elizabethan  character.  About  the  same 
value  seems  to  have  been  set  on  a  seat  in  the  House.  The  Crown 
nominees  are  discoverable  in  the  same  proportions — two  in  1604, 
four  in  1614  and  1621,  five  in  1624,  three  in  1625,  and  then  gradually 
less,  till  they  vanish  with  the  civil  war.  The  conversion  of  a  free 
borough  into  a  private  freehold  did  not  develop  till  the  Leveson- 
Gowers  got  hold  of  Newcastle  in  1675  and  began  to  find  politics 
pay. 

The  difference,  small  at  first,  begins  to  appear  however.  Men 
with  views  on  their  duty  to  influence  Government,  men  generally 
with  a  marked  dislike  of  Spain  and  Catholicism,  called  Puritans, 
sometimes  nominated  by  nobles  but  more  often  freely  elected, 
are  returned  in  increasing  numbers  through  the  first  half  of  the 
century.  Crompton  of  Stafford,  the  son  of  a  merchant,  was  sent 
up  for  the  county  in  1614  and  1621  ;  Craddock  joined  him,  sitting 
for  Stafford,  in  1621,  and  sat  in  four  Parliaments  before  being  made 
Governor  of  Massachusetts  ;  Sir  Simon  Weston,  with  a  "  detestable  " 
fanatical  reputation,  got  in  for  Lichfield  in  1624,  and  sat  for  the 
county  in  the  two  next  Parliaments.  The  Parliament  of  1625 
held  such  Puritans  as  Weston,  Craddock,  Main  waring,  Offley  and 
Skeffington,  and  I  doubt  whether  the  other  Newcastle  member 
held  more  moderate  views.  Both  Stafford  and  the  County  returned, 
in  1626,  solid  Puritans,  and  a  bastard  brother  of  the  Earl  of  Essex 
was  put  in  for  Tamworth  and  sat  till  his  death  in  1641.  One 
Cavalier  got  in  for  the  county  in  the  "  Puritan  Parliament  "  of 
1628-9,  but  a  Roundhead  like  Sir  George  Gresley,  sitting  for 
Newcastle,  redressed  the  balance.  The  "Short  Parliament" 
of  1640  seems  less  extreme  in  character,  though  Littleton  and 
Sneyd  were  quite  possibly  at  that  time  still  hostile  to  the  Court 
and  supporters  of  Parliament ;  and  there  is  no  doubt  of  the  politics 
of  Bowyer,  Merrick,  Devereux  and  Abbot. 
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In  Staffordshire,  at  least,  the  Long  Parliament  was,  in  its 
original  composition,  more  Cavalier  than  its  predecessors.  Only 
Merrick  (for  Newcastle)  and  Noble  (for  Lichfield)  survived  at 
Westminster  after  the  two  first  years  ;  but  the  replacers  of  the 
Cavaliers,  in  1645-7,  were  of  every  degree  of  Independence.  In 
1646  the  General  Sir  Richard  Skefhngton  and  the  Colonel  John 
Bowyer  defeated  the  more  extreme  Colonels  Crompton  and 
Rugeley  in  the  first  contested  election  for  the  county  of  which  I 
can  find  record.  A  year  previously  that  great  Parliamentarian, 
John  Swynfen,  commenced  a  career  at  Westminster  that  was  to 
last  for  fifty  years  without  change  of  principle.  Colonel  Leigh 
came  in  too,  and  so  did  Sir  Peter  Wentworth,  to  be  ejected  by 
Cromwell.  Pride's  Purge,  in  1648,  removed  half  of  this  second 
wave  of  revolution,  and  left  only  Colonels  Bowyer  and  Crompton, 
Michael  Noble,  Abbot  and  Sir  Peter  Wentworth,  to  press  forward 
"  the  Good  Old  Cause." 

As  for  that  Parliament  summoned  and  nominated  by  Cromwell 
in  1653,  and  known  as  "  the  Barebones  Parliament,"  the  nomination 
of  two  such  unknown  men  as  Bellot  and  Chetwode,  while  well- 
tried  Generals  and  Colonels  were  available,  is  quite  inexplicable. 
They  had  only  age  to  recommend  them.  Historians  tell  us  that 
the  Parliament  elected  in  1654,  frightened  by  the  radicalism  of 
the  Barebones  Parliament,  consisted  of  members  "  determined  to 
save  England  from  despotism  and  military  rule."  Staffordshire 
promptly  returned  Sir  Charles  Wolseley,  aged  24,  who  had  sat 
for  Oxfordshire,  and  opposed  "  Praise-God  Barebones,"  in  the 
previous  Parliament,  and  sent  as  his  companions  Colonels  Crompton 
and  Whitgreve  ;  Stafford  sent  the  Republican  Serjeant  Bradshaw; 
and  Lichfield  a  Puritan  tailor  from  his  bench.  I  suppose  the 
three  county  members  were  approved  by  the  Major-Generals,  for 
they  found  seats  again  in  1656,  but  Bradshaw  was  kept  out,  and 
Colonel  Bowyer  and  Tom  Minors,  though  they  got  returned,  were 
excluded  from  the  House  as  "  disaffected  "  to  the  army.  Except 
that  the  Major- General  himself  got  returned  for  Newcastle,  and  that 
both  members  for  Stafford  were  nominees  from  London,  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Richard  Cromwell  is  of  the  same  colour  as  its  predecessors — 
strongly  Puritan  without  any  element  of  moderation.  The  Rump 
Parliament  of  Republicans  which  the  Council  of  Officers,  having 
retired  Richard  Cromwell,  called  back  into  being,  included  Colonel 
Crompton,  as  well  as  the  inevitable  Sir  Peter  Wentworth.  Bowyer, 
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reinstated  by  Monk,  was  one  of  those  who  voted  for  a  dissolution, 
and  called  back  the  King  with  some  relief ;  he  obtained  his 
baronetcy  in  the  following  year. 

Where  they  could,  the  old  Roundheads  took  refuge  by  rinding 
seats  in  the  Convention  Parliament.  The  county  was  beyond  them, 
but  Stafford  found  room  for  Wolseley  and  Swynfen,  Newcastle 
rescued  Bowyer  and  Terrick,  Capt.  Watson  and  Michael  Biddulph 
got  in  for  Lichfield,  while  Capt.  Fox  and  a  cautious  retiring  Chief 
Justice  found  safe  seats  at  Tamworth.  This  loyalty  to  their  old 
leaders  in  risky  times  is  the  best  tribute  I  can  discover  to  the 
excellence  of  the  electorate  at  this  period.  It  could  not  last,  and 
the  election  of  1661  swept  away  Puritanism  and  the  Good  Old 
Cause  for  eighteen  years,  in  the  mud  of  the  "  Pensioner 
Parliament." 

Here,  where  the  Whig  and  Tory  parties  begin,  one  must  leave 
this  general  survey.  Each  Parliament  after  1661  must  be  examined 
individually  for  its  party  composition,  merely  observing  that  men 
changed  their  party  then  with  much  greater  frequency  and  ease 
than  they  do  at  present  ;  indeed,  most  of  the  members  sent  up 
from  Staffordshire  would  have  found  it  a  matter  of  great  difficulty 
to  say  to  what  party  they  belonged  before  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne. 
So  little  were  they  attached  to  a  party  that  even  after  1702  if  you 
called  a  Whig  or  Tory  by  that  name  you  ran  the  risk  of  a  broken 
head.  One  side  specialised  on  "  Our  Glorious  Revolution,"  the 
other  called  itself  the  "  Country  Interest,"  and  roused  men  with 
"  The  Church  in  Danger." 

That  the  popularity  of  a  seat  in  the  House,  the  dignity  of  the 
title,  and  the  perquisites  of  the  position,  became  in  this  century 
the  most  prized  of  possessions  there  are  many  signs. 

Of  the  thirty-one  elected  county  members,  1603-1715,  only  ten 
are  untitled  ;  and  these  ten  are  two  Cromptons,  two  Sneyds,  an 
Erdeswick,  an  Egerton,  a  Chetwynd,  a  Ward  of  Dudley,  a  Vernon 
and  a  Trentham— families  on  the  verge  of  a  Peerage  or  a  Baronetcy. 
By  1679  the  sons  of  Peers— the  class  that  fill  Parliament  in  the 
eighteenth  century— begin  to  come  in  with  ever-growing  frequency. 
Seats  show  a  tendency  to  become  freeholds  ;  the  Leveson-GowTrs 
get  into  the  saddle  at  Newcastle  ;  from  1679  the  Thynnes  of  Drayton 
Basset  contest  Tamworth  with  the  Ferrers  of  Tamworth  and  their 
heirs  ;  Chetwynd  and  Foley  appreciate  each  other's  right  to  sit 
for  Stafford— and  a  Chetwynd  sat  from  1660,  a  Foley  from  1689  ; 
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Lichfield,  retaining  more  freedom  than  the  rest,  enjoyed  the  struggles 
for  mastery  of  a  Dyott  and  a  Biddulph,  from  the  time  of  Cromwell 
to  the  time  of  the  Newcastle  regime.  County  representation,  too, 
became  a  freehold.  The  Bagots,  father  and  son,  sat  for  the  county 
with  but  two  breaks  of  three  years  each,  from  1679  till  1707  (twelve 
Parliaments)  ;  they  had  a  "  right  "  to  one  seat,  and  maintained 
it  for  a  century  with  only  one  contest.  The  Gowers,  father  and  son, 
sat  for  Newcastle  with  but  one  defeat  from  1675  till  1703  (eleven 
Parliaments),  and  Sir  John  succeeded  to  his  seat  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen. The  Hon.  John  Grey  sat  in  seven  Parliaments,  1661  to  1698, 
missing  only  that  of  James  II  (but  for  most  of  the  time  he  sat  for 
Leicester).  The  Hon.  Henry  Paget  sat  in  eight  consecutive 
Parliaments  for  Staffordshire,  1695-1711,  till  he  was  raised  to  the 
Peerage.  The  prior  claims  of  a  sitting  member  were  coming  to  be 
recognised  ;  and  as  contests  for  the  county  which  went  as  far  as 
the  polls  were  rare  and  expensive,  nothing  short  of  a  revolution 
disturbed  the  county  seat. 

An  even  surer  sign  of  the  popularity  of  a  seat  in  the  House  is 
the  youth  of  some  of  the  members  when  they  first  took  their  seats. 
Stanford  and  Littleton  and  Egerton,  when  they  first  sat  for  the 
county  in  the  early  years  of  the  seventeenth  century,  were  each 
over  sixty  years  of  age  ;  perhaps  they  were  selected  for  wisdom. 
But  Colonel  John  Bowyer  was  only  twenty-two  when  he  took  his 
seat  for  Staffordshire,  and  Sir  Charles  Wolseley  the  same  when 
he  took  his  seat  for  Oxfordshire.  These  were  days  of  revolution, 
when  there  were  few  to  pick  from  ;  in  quite  normal  times,  at  the 
end  of  the  period,  we  find  Edward  Bagot  and  the  Hon.  Henry 
Paget — both  eldest  sons — beginning  their  Parliamentary  career 
at  twenty-five,  John  Wrottesley,  another  eldest  son,  at  twenty-six, 
Sir  John  Bowyer  at  twenty-six,  and  Ralph  Sneyd,  heir  of  Keele, 
at  twenty-one  or  even  before  attaining  his  majority.  These  were 
all  county  members.  Sir  John  Leveson-Gower  was  twice  returned 
before  he  was  of  age,  and  sat  for  the  first  time  before  his  eighteenth 
birthday.  It  was  not  going  to  Parliament  :  it  was  going  to  Court- 
It  was  the  right  thing  to  do  :  no  eldest  son  should  be  without  his 
seat  now  that  Parliament  sat  continuously,  and  was  the  theatre 
of  gossip  and  of  all  political  intrigue.  John  Swynfen  of  Swynfen 
belonged  to  an  earlier  order  of  member,  an  order  that  passed  away 
before  the  end  of  the  period  of  revolution  ;  he  was  thirty-three 
when  .he  first  took  his  seat  for  Stafford  ;  he  had  no  freehold,  sat 
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for  four  different  seats,  in  ten  different  Parliaments,  and  died  still 
an  M.P.  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  in  1694. 

Another  indication  of  the  value  that  attached  to  a  seat  is  the 
growth  of  contests  and  petitions.  Evidently  I  have  been  unable  to 
discover  records  of  all  the  occasions  on  which  polls  were  held  to 
decide  on  the  representatives  for  the  county  or  for  the  boroughs 
of  Staffordshire  ;  and  many  more  contests  must  have  taken  place 
which  never  got  so  far  as  a  poll  and  were  decided  either  by  show  of 
hands  at  the  nomination,  or  even  before  the  nomination  by  the 
canvass.  The  only  contests  one  can  be  sure  of  hearing  of  are  those 
where  a  Petition  was  lodged  ;  but  one  must  hasten  to  add  that 
during  the  reigns  of  William  and  Anne  Petitions  were  decided  by 
majority  vote  in  the  House  itself,  so  that  any  man  who  went  to 
the  polls,  was  beaten,  and  belonged  to  the  winning  party,  was  sure 
to  petition  and  to  get  his  seat  ;  this  led  to  inevitable  Petitions 
wherever  there  was  a  poll,  as  well  as  to  a  bitterness  of  party  feeling 
that  assured  contests  at  every  vacancy.  In  the  favoured  boroughs 
that  returned  representatives,  politics  was  well  understood ;  in 
the  counties  where  contests  did  not  take  place  men  knew  little  of 
politics  and  less  of  parties.  This  localisation  of  political  parties 
and  their  small  relation  to  the  national  life  has  perhaps  been 
inadequately  grasped  by  some  historians.  Stafford  was  farther 
from  Lichfield  than  it  now  is  from  London. 

The  contests,  then,  of  which  we  have  record  were  as  follows  : — 

County,  1646,  1698. 

Stafford,  1624,  1690,  1710. 

Newcastle,  1624,  1675,  1681,  1685,  1699,  1703,  1705,  1708, 
1713. 

Lichfield,  1660,  1668,  1678,  1681,  1685,  1698,  1701,  1710. 
Tamworth,  1669,  1679,  1681,  1690,  1698,  1701, 1705,  1708,  1710, 

I7I3- 

In  nearly  all  of  these  cases  there  were  Petitions  lodged  ;  and 
where  the  politics  of  the  contestants  can  be  discovered  from  other 
sources,  in  most  cases  the  Petition  was  decided  in  favour  of  the 
candidates  of  the  party  then  in  a  majority  in  the  House.  The 
contest  of  1624  is  the  earliest  of  which  we  have  now  any  record. 
One  can  see  that  a  single  unjust  decision  by  the  House  would 
naturally  exacerbate  public  feeling  and  ensure  subsequent  contests. 
In  the  first  half  of  the  century  there  was  no  division  of  public 
feeling  in  the  boroughs,  therefore  there  were  no  party  contests, 
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and  nothing  to  create  party,  save  only  the  action  of  the  King,  alone 
or  in  conjunction  with  his  Church. 

The  opportunities  for  obtaining  place  through  a  seat  in  Parlia- 
ment had  not  fully  developed  in  the  seventeenth  century.  The 
lawyers,  as  they  had  done  since  1400,  found  Parliament  useful 
for  their  profession.  Anthony  and  Sir  Richard  Dyott  in  the  early 
years  of  the  century  found  Parliament  helped  their  law  and  pockets ; 
Sir  Rob.  Needham,  afterwards  Lord  Kilmorey,  Sir  John  Davies, 
Sir  John  Suckling,  Bulstrode  Whitlock,  Sir  Richard  Lloyd,  Sir 
Richard  Newdigate,  all  of  whom  so  far  advanced  themselves  as 
to  find  their  place  in  the  Diet.  Nat.  Biog.,  used  at  some  time  seats 
in  Parliament  for  Staffordshire  Boroughs.  So  too  did  such  lesser 
legal  lights  as  John  and  Edward  Keeling,  John  Whightwick, 
Robert  Milward  and  Joseph  Girdler — the  last  obtained  a  Recorder- 
ship,  a  Parliamentary  perquisite  that  was  coming  into  use  from 
1700  onwards. 

In  the  first  two  decades  of  the  seventeenth  century  there  were 
many  strangers  from  London  holding  Staffordshire  seats,  such  as 
Hugh  Beeston,  Arthur  Ingram,  Thos.  Gibbs.,  Edward  Wymark, 
Wm.  Wingfield,  Chas.  Glemham,  Edward  Kerton  and  Sir  Thomas 
Roe — men  who  went  to  Parliament  for  what  they  could  get  and 
held  places  about  the  Court  or  the  Hotels  of  the  Nobility.  After 
1625,  when  politics  became  serious,  this  sort  vanish.  Perhaps 
Noble  and  Wentworth,  during  the  Commonwealth,  used  their 
seats  for  the  same  purpose.  William  Jessop  was  certainly  elected 
in  1659  because  he  was  Clerk  to  the  Council.  The  Pensioner 
Parliament,  1661-79,  does  not  seem  to  be  specially  addicted  to 
place-hunting, — Egerton  and  Lane  got  regiments,  and  Dyott  a 
pension  of  the  suitable  £400  a  year  ;  but  with  that  Parliament 
the  variegated  places  and  possibilities  ceased.  Thereafter  we 
come  to  modern  times  and  chances.  Daniel  Finch  became  a  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty  while  he  sat  for  Lichfield,  and  afterwards  an  Earl ; 
Colonel  Sydney  became  a  Viscount  and  an  Earl,  but  that  was  not 
merely  because  he  sat  for  Tamworth  ;  Gower,  Foley  and  Thynne 
were  sent  to  the  Lords  because  Parliament  had  made  them  a 
power  ;  Walter  Chetwynd  got  not  only  a  Viscounty  but  the  Master- 
ship of  the  Buckhounds  and  the  Rangership  of  St.  James'  Park 
during  his  thirty- two  years  of  Parliamentary  life.  But  these 
last  rewards  were  actually  of  a  later  date  than  the  end  of  the  period 
we  are  considering,  as  also  was  the  making  of  Richard  Swynfen 
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into  a  Gentleman  of  the  Privy  Chamber  and  Recorder  of  Tamworth  ; 
though  all  these  M.P.'s  began  their  political  careers  under  Queen 
Anne. 

It  is  most  fortunate  that  I  discovered  in  an  ancient  and  obscure 
London  weekly,  called  The  Perfect  Occurrences  of  both  Houses 
of  Parliament  of  date  17  August  1646,  an  eye-witness  account 
of  a  County  Election  at  Stafford.  It  is  exactly  a  hundred  years 
before  the  next  poll  of  the  county  of  which  we  had  any  previous 
knowledge.  As  I  point  out  when  dealing  with  this  election,  there 
is  no  sign  that  it  is  exceptional,  or  that  it  involved  much  expense 
to  the  candidates.  The  freeholders  come  in  to  Stafford  ;  the  poll 
goes  over  to  a  second  day  ;  some  1200  give  their  voices  for  the  two 
candidates  of  their  choice,  a  number  that  one  must  compare  with 
the  5000  that  voted  one  hundred  years  later  after  a  hot  contest  and 
a  week's  polling  ;  it  compares  with  3700  that  voted  in  Cheshire 
in  1685,  when  parties  were  roused  to  passion.  For  a  mere  personal 
contest — the  political  differences  between  Colonel  Crompton  and 
General  Skefhngton  must  have  been  slight — 1200  men  were  pre- 
pared to  lose  a  day's  work  and  journey  to  Stafford,  and  that  with 
war  hardly  at  an  end.  This  would  seem  to  argue  an  interest 
which  only  previous  elections  and  custom  could  have  established. 

Arguing,  in  the  Maitland  manner,  from  the  known  to  the  un- 
known, I  am  forced  to  suppose  that  it  had  not  been  the  habit  to 
leave  the  elections  for  the  county  to  a  mere  formal  nomination  by 
the  sheriff  and  the  Quarter  Sessions  Justices.  It  is  true  that  I 
can  see  no  evidence  of  any  previous  contest  for  the  county  ;  unless 
it  be  visible  in  the  unusual  return  in  1593  of  Sir  Walter  Harcourt, 
when  Essex  had  recommended  Sir  Thomas  Gerrard  ;  or  unless  it 
be  in  16 14,  when  such  an  unusual  person  as  Thomas  Crompton  was 
returned  as  knight  of  the  shire.  Crompton's  family  came  from 
Stafford,  so  that  a  poll  there  with  friends  around  might  help  to 
outweigh  his  want  of  gentility.  This  leads  me  to  a  further  mite 
of  evidence  in  favour  of  real  election  by  show  of  hands  or  poll  ; 
of  the  sixty-five  knights  of  the  shire  returned  to  Parliament  for 
Staffordshire  between  the  years  1529  and  1660,  no  less  than  forty 
lived  within  ten  miles  of  Stafford  ;  that  is,  in  three-eighths  of  the 
whole  county.  So  that  the  ease  of  getting  supporters  to  Stafford 
might  have  something  to  do  with  the  result. 

Even  if  we  presume  that  down  to  1660  contests  often  took  place 
for  the  county  representation,  yet  after  1660  I  still  think  it  very 
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doubtful  if  any  such  contests  went  as  far  as  the  polls.  In  1661 
Leigh  and  Egerton  could  hardly  have  won  at  a  contested  election, 
for  they  were  not  Staffordshire  men.  In  1663  Sir  Edward  Bagot 
had  at  least  as  good  a  claim  on  the  seat  as  had  Sir  Edward  Littleton, 
and  there  might  have  been  a  contest  between  them,  but  it  would 
have  had  no  party  significance,  and  if  there  was  any  private  rivalry 
it  would  be  settled  before  or  at  the  nominations.  From  letters 
written  in  1678  by  Lord  Aston  (Cal.  Pap.  Dom.),  one  would  expect 
that  a  contest  and  a  Protestant  victory  was  a  probable  event  for 
the  next  election  ;  and,  indeed,  in  the  first  1679  election  the  Pro- 
testant Bowyer  got  one  of  the  seats.  But  Bagot  got  the  other, 
and  it  is  reasonable  to  suspect  a  compromise  which  lasted  throughout 
both  Popish  Plot  and  Exclusion  Bill.  If  there  had  been  a  real 
contest,  going  to  the  polls,  some  notice  or  tradition  would  probably 
have  survived.  In  1685  there  was  no  contest,  else  surely  the 
Staffordshire  figures  would  be  known  as  are  those  of  many  other 
counties.  The  candidates  for  1689  had  probably  been  arranged 
long  before  the  election,  and  the  selection  of  Grey  and  Bagot 
suggests  the  strong  Tory  colouring  of  Staffordshire  that  endured 
without  a  break  till  1747.  The  "  outing  "  of  Bagot  in  1690,  and 
his  return  three  years  later,  does  certainly  make  a  contest  seem 
probable  ;  and  the  same  might  be  said  of  the  election  of  1695. 
Thereafter  till  1708  Paget  and  Bagot  shared  the  seats  and  came 
forward  at  election  after  election,  though  they  appear  to  have 
met  with  opposition  in  1698.  In  1708  there  may  have  been  a 
contest  which  sent  Wrottesley  instead  of  Bagot  to  Westminster, 
but  both  were  equally  Tory.  Likewise,  in  1710,  when  Ward 
replaced  Wrottesley,  the  fight  may  have  gone  to  the  polls.  But 
indeed  I  think  no  contests  were  carried  to  the  polls  ;  the  county 
was  too  notoriously  Tory.  It  is  just  possible  that  contests  of 
some  sort  took  place  for  the  county  of  Stafford  in  the  following 
years  :  1663,  Febuary  A79,  1690,  1695,  1698,  1708,  1710,  1713, 
and  17 15.  After  that  I  do  not  think  there  can  have  been  any 
more  contests  till  1747  ;  the  Tory  party  had  an  assured  supremacy 
against  which  it  seemed  hopeless  to  fight. 

The  growth  of  "  control  by  interests  "  in  the  various  boroughs 
can  be  traced  even  in  this  period.  Take  the  case  of  Stafford. 
The  representation  of  this  borough  is  peculiar  in  that  outsiders — 
they  may  be  Crown  nominees — are  often  selected  members.  But 
local  gentry,  particularly  those  with  a  tinge  of  Puritanism  about 
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them  such  as  Devereux,  Craddock,  Offley,  Chetwynd  and  Skrim- 
shire,  still  form  the  bulk  of  the  members  down  to  1660.-  But  from 
1 66 1  onwards  till  1695  (except  while  the  Exclusion  Bill  made 
politics  too  hot  for  sensible  Chetwynds  to  touch),  a  Chetwynd  sat 
for  Stafford,  and  likewise  from  1701,  with  hardly  a  break,  till 
1770.  Often  both  seats  were  monopolised  by  Chetwynds,  and  this 
though  their  politics  sometimes  changed  twice  in  a  lifetime  as  the 
"  main  chance  "  pointed  out  the  way.  In  like  manner,  from  1689 
to  1741,  the  Foley  family  had  a  hold  almost  as  firm  on  the  other 
Stafford  seat.  Now  the  electorate  at  Stafford  were  the  artizan 
freemen  ;  the  only  way  of  controlling  this  electorate  was  by  bribery, 
treating,  or  the  ownership  of  their  houses.  I  imagine  that  the 
treating  at  Ingestre  was  a  great  feature  of  elections  ;  and  that  the 
fortune  of  the  ironmaster  Foley  was  well  laid  out  in  the  purchase 
of  house  property  as  early  as  the  reign  of  James  II. 

At  Newcastle  the  lords  of  Trentham  had  long  since  made  their 
power  felt.  In  1597,  when  they  cast  off  the  habit  of  accepting 
Crown  nominees,  Newcastle  sent  a  Leveson  and  a  Bowyer.  Another 
Leveson  of  Trentham  sat  in  1624  and  in  1640,  when  he  preferred 
Newcastle  to  the  county  of  Salop.  And  no  sooner  was  Gower 
joined  to  Leveson  than  their  hold  on  Newcastle  became  rigid. 
From  1675  till  1820  Newcastle  remained  the  pocket  borough  of 
the  House  of  Trentham  ;  it  took  the  King  and  the  risk  of  a  treason 
charge  to  beat  the  Leveson- Go wers  in  1685.  We  know  that  in 
later  days  it  was  the  treating  at  Trentham,  and  the  ownership 
of  the  houses  of  the  freemen  that  gave  them  control  ;  the  rents 
were  always  in  arrears. 
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JAMES  I. 
24  March  1603. 

Parliament  of  1 604-11. 

Summoned  to  meet  19  March  1604  ;  held  five  sessions, 
dissolved  9  February  1611.1  When  the  Writs  were  issued  it 
was  ordered  that  "  none  of  them  seal  any  blanks,  leaving  to 
any  other  to  insert  the  names  "  of  the  members.  This  indicates 
a  practice  of  sealing  blanks,  and  the  instruction  is  said  to  have 
been  inoperative  ;  but  there  is  no  sign  of  any  Staffordshire 
return  having  been  sealed  in  blank.  This  was  the  Parliament 
that  Guy  Fawkes  tried  to  blow  up.  The  last  scene  took  place 
in  Staffordshire.  The  fugitives — Robert  Catesby  of  Lap- 
worth,  with  Percy,  the  two  Wrights,  and  Ambrose  Rook- 
wood,  and  about  fifty  others — reached  Stephen  Littleton's 
house  at  Holbeach  in  the  evening  of  7  November  1605.  Next 
morning  occurred  the  remarkable  explosion  of  the  gunpowder 
to  be  used  for  the  defence.  A  few  hours  later  Sir  Richard 
Walsh,  sheriff  of  Worcestershire,  with  Sir  Thomas  Law^ey 
and  a  large  force  arrived  and  surrounded  the  house.  The 
conspirators  refused  to  surrender ;  Catesby,  Percy,  John  and 
Christopher  Wright  fell  mortally  wounded  ;  and  Rookwood 
was  taken  with  a  crossbow  quarrel  through  his  arm. 

The  only  Staffordshire  Peers  of  any  importance  at  this  time 
were  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  and  Lord  Gerard  of  Gerards 
Bromley,  and  their  importance  was  not  national.  This 
Parliament  passed  an  Order  that  no  Mayor  should  be  elected.2 

The  politics  of  two  of  the  members  for  Staffordshire  may 
be  discovered  by  the  initiated  from  the  following  extract 

1  In  the  year  161 1  one  Edward  Wightman  of  Burton-on-Trent, 
being  convicted  before  Richard  Neile,  the  bishop  of  Lichfield,  of 
heresy,  was  burnt  at  Lichfield.    {Magna  Britannia ,  Staffs,  6.) 

2  Parry,  Parlt.,  248. 

B 
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from  the  debate  on  "  the  supplie,"  22  November  1610, — Mr. 
Dyott,  "  yealds  to  supplie,  so  as  [i.e.,  if)  we  may  have  a  la  we 
to  restrayne  the  King  from  imposing  (and  theise  that  are 
to  be  left  to  the  la  we),  some  ease  in  purveyance,  wardships 
of  the  bodie  discharged,  lymiting  of  the  King's  title  and 
debts."  Even  these  safeguards  were  not  enough  for  Sir  Thomas 
Beaumont,  who  followed  Dyott  against  the  supply  altogether.1 

County2 :      Sir  Robert  Stanford,  Kt  (1) 

Sir  Edward  Littleton,  Kt   (2) 

by-election  (writ  29  May)  27  August  1607, 
vice  Stanford,  deceased. 

Sir  John  Egerton,  Kt   . .        . .  (3) 

by-election  (writ  20  Oct.)  15  November 
1610,  vice  Littleton,    "  too  infirm  to 
attend  Parliament." 
Francis  Trentham,  Esq.       ..        .,        ..  (4) 

Stafford  :      Hugh  Beeston,  Esq.  . .        . .        . .        , .,  (5) 

George  Craddock,  Esq.         . .        . .        . .  (6) 

elected  15  March  1604.3 
by-election  (writ   1  Aug.)  1  November 
1609,  vice  Beeston,  deceased. 
Arthur  Ingram,  Esq.  . .        . .  >      . .        . .  (7) 

Newcastle  :  Walter  Chetwynd,  Esq.       . .  .  .        . .  (8) 

John  Bowyer,  Esq.    .  .        . .  . .        . .  (9) 

elected  28  February  1604. 

by-election  New  Writ  issued  4  October 
1605,  vice  Bowyer,  deceased. 

Rowland  Cotton,  Esq.         , .  . .        . .  (10) 


1  Camden  Society,  1862,  p.  142. 

2  There  are  among  the  Bagot  MSS.  four  letters  relating  to  this 
election.  Unfortunately  they  are  not  printed  in  the  Fourth  Report 
of  the  Historical  MSS.  Commissioners,  and  I  have  not  been  able  to 
see  them. 

3  A  new  Charter,  by  which  a  Mayor  replaced  the  two  bailiffs  as 
executive  head  of  the  town,  had  in  1603  been  got  from  London  by 
the  Town  Clerk,    (Worswich  Annals,  Wm.  Salt  Liby,) 
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Lichfield  :   *Anthony  Dyott,  Esq.    (n) 

Thomas  Crew,  Esq.    . .       . .       . ;       . .  (I2) 

Tamworth  :  Sir  Perceval  Willoughby,  Kt   (13) 

Sir  John  Ferrers,  Kt   (14) 

elected  1  March  1604. 
by-election  (writ  23  March)  27  March  1604, 
vice  Willoughby  who  preferred  to  sit 
for  Nottinghamshire. 

Sir  Thomas  Beaumont,  Kt   (15) 

(1)  Sir  Robert  Stanford,  Kt.,  of  Perry  Hall,  M.P.  Staffs 
1604-7. 

Born  c.  1540  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  of  Sir  William  S.  of 
Hadley,  Middlesex,  M.P.,1  Justice  of  the  King's  Bench  (d. 
I558),  by  his  wife  Alice.  He  acquired  Perry  Hall ;  was  sheriff 
1589-90  ;  J. P.  1602-6  ;  knighted  at  Whitehall,  23  July  1603  ; 
on  the  Committee  for  the  Scottish  Union,  14  April  1604  ; 
died  20  March  1607,  being  buried  at  St.  Dunstan's-in-the- 
West,  London.  He  married  Anne,  daughter  of  John  Leveson 
of  Wolverhampton  ;  she  was  a  recusant  in  1590-3, 2  and  by 
her  he  had  a  son  and  heir,  Edward,  born  1564/5,  also  of  Perry 
Hall.3 


1  Pari.  1542-4. 

2  It  would  seem  that  Lady  Stanford  converted  her  family  to 
Catholicism,  for  we  have  this  letter  to  Sir  John  Peshale  of  Horsley 
in  the  Cal.  Pap.  Bom.  : — 

"  Whereas  John  Stanford,  sonne  of  William  Stanford  of  Perry 
Hall,  being  about  .  .  .  years  of  age,  was  lately  found  among 
other  children  at  the  house  of  one  Mr.  Leuson  (at  Wolverhampton), 
where  he  was  trained  up  as  a  scholler  under  a  priest  or  Jesuit.  In 
regard  for  his  nearness  in  bloude,  he  being  your  grandchild,  we  have 
thought  fitt  to  put  him  into  your  hands  for  the  present,  praying  and 
requiring  you  to  keep  him  in  your  custody  until  further  orders  shall 
be  taken  for  his  education,  etc. 

"  Whitehall,  9  December  1635. 

"  Lo.  Archbp.  of  Cant. 

"  Lo.  Keeper. 

"  Mr.  Secy.  Coke." 

3  S.C.  VI.  i.  280. 
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(2)  Sir  Edward  Littleton,  Kt.,  of  Pillatonhall,  M.P. 

Staffs  1604-10. 
Bom  c.  1540  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  of  Sir  Edward  L.  of 
the  same  (d.  1574)  by  Alice,  daughter  of  Francis  Cokayne  of 
Ashborne.1  He  married,  c.  1570,  Margaret,  daughter  and 
coheiress  of  Sir  William  Devereux  of  Merevale,  Warwickshire, 
Kt.,  M.P.2  Admitted  to  the  Inner  Temple  1568.  Sir 
Amias  Poulet  writes  of  him  in  1585  :  "a  very  honest 
religious  gentleman  as  I  hear."  He  was  sheriff  1581-2, 
1593-4  ;  J. P.  1584-1601,  1603-11.  He  was  probably  struck 
off  the  Commission  in  1601  owing  to  some  supposed  connection 
with  Essex's  rebellion,  for  he  was  a  friend  of  the  Earl.  He 
was  knighted  1584/5,  and  died  early  in  161 1  ;  I. p.m.  1  April 
1611.  His  son3  and  his  grandfather4  were  also  members  of 
Parliament.    His  Will  was  proved  in  P.C.C.  161 1. 5 

(3)  Sir  John  Egerton,  Kt.    See  Pari.  1601 

(4)  Francis  Trentham,  Esq.,  of  Rocester,  M.P.  Staffs 

Nov.  1610-1. 

Born  1563/4  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  of  Thomas  T.  of  the 
same,  M.P.6  (d.  1587),  by  Jane,  daughter  of  Sir  William  Sneyd 
of  Keele.    His  elder  sister  was  the  second  wife  of  Edward  de 


1  Geneal.  VII.  N.S.  71. 

2  Pari.  1553  (i) . 

3  Pari.  1624-5. 

4  Pari.  1553  (2). 

5  Will  of  Sir  Edward  Littleton  of  Pilletonhall,  dated 
3  January  1609/10,  proved  in  P.C.C.  14  February  1610/1. 

To  be  buried  at  Penkriche. 

To  his  wife  Dame  Margaret,  Drayton  Mill ;  to  his  son  Sir  Edward  L. 
and  daughter-in-law  Lady  Margaret,  Chestall  Farm  and  lands  at 
Chebsey  and  Rugeley,  Penkridge  Mill  and  "  my  goulde  scele  ringe." 
To  son  William  L.  a  gelding  ;  bequests  to  3rd  son  Thomas  and  4th 
son  George  ;   to  5th  son  Gilbert  ^20  when  16  years  old. 

Exor.  :   Dame  Margaret. 

Overseers :  Son-in-law  Richard  Fowler,  son-in-law  Humphrey 
Salwey.  (P.C.C.  15  Wood.) 

6  Pari.  157 1. 
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Vere,  17th  Earl  of  Oxford,  and  he  was  intimately  associated 
with  Lettice,  Countess  of  Leicester,  with  the  Earl  of  Essex, 
her  son,  and  with  Sir  Christopher  Blount,  her  third  husband. 
He  was  sheriff  1592-3,  1611-2.  His  father  was  a  noted 
Protestant.  He  married,  1592,  Catherine,  7th  daughter  of 
Ralph  Sheldon  of  Beoley,  Worcestershire  (her  sister  married 
Sir  John  Peshale,  1st  Baronet,  and  brought  up  twelve  children)  ; 
by  her  he  had  fifteen  children.  He  retired  from  Parliamentary 
life  at  the  close  of  this  Parliament  "through  infirmity, "  and 
was  buried  at  Rocester,  13  October  1626, 1  being  succeeded 
by  his  son,  Sir  Thomas,  knighted  in  his  father's  lifetime 
before  he  was  25  years  old. 

(5)  Hugh  Beeston,  Esq.,  of  Beeston,  Cheshire,  M.P. 
Bodmin  1588-9,  West  Looe  1593,  Knaresborough 
1597-8,  Win chelsea  1601,  Stafford  1604-8. 

Son  and  heir  of  Sir  George  B.,  Kt.,  of  the  same  (d.  1601 
aged  102), 2  by  Alice,  daughter  of  Thomas  Davenport  of  Hen- 
bury.  He  married  (1)  Thomassine,  eldest  daughter  of  John 
Copleston  of  Eggsford,  Devon  ;  (2)  at  Bunbury  1579,  Mar- 
garet, daughter  of  Thomas  Ireland  of  the  Hutt,  Lanes,  and 
widow  of  John  Aston  (she  was  buried  at  Tarporley,  Cheshire, 
1594)  ;  (3)  Margaret,  daughter  of  James  Chetwode  of  Wacher- 
ton,  Cheshire,  and  relict  of  Dorrington.  He  died  without 
surviving  issue  3  May  1608  and  was  buried  at  Bunbury  25  May 


1  Will  of  Francis  Trentham  of  Rocester,  dated  31  December 
1619,  proved  at  Lichfield  10  June  1628. 

Mentions  wife  Katheren,  eldest  son  Sir  Thomas  Trentham,  Kt., 
daughter,  Lady  Prudence  Trentham,  brother-in-law  Sir  John  Peshale, 
his  deceased  mother,  deceased  aunt  Fuljambe,  son  Christopher,  son 
Francis,  son  Anthonie,  son  William,  daughter  Grace  Asheby,  daughters 
Vere  Trentham,  Katheren  Trentham,  Anne  Trentham  and  Marie 
Trentham,  deceased  sister  the  Countess  of  Oxenford,  sister  Lady 
Katherine  Stanhope.  The  daughters  get  ^1000  each;  there  is  no 
provision  named  for  the  younger  sons  or  wife. 

Exors.  :  Sir  John  Peshale,  Sir  Thomas  Trentham  and  George 
Henshaw,  his  servant.    No  supervisers  named. 

2  Ex.  inf.  Beaven. 
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1608. 1  Inventory  at  Chester  1608.  All  the  above  information 
is  supplied  by  Mr.  Pink. 

In  1600  Hugh  Beeston,  arm.,  was  chosen,  together  with 
Thomas  Craddock,  as  bailiff  of  Stafford. 2  A  letter  from  Court 
written  in  October  1601  says  :  "  Hugh  Beeston  has  had  some 
mishap  in  Cheshire,  first  in  burying  his  father  and  then  in 
quarrelling  with  one  Luton,  a  desperate  cutter  of  that  county, 
who  was  killed  ;  but  Beeston  only  acted  in  self-defence."  He 
was  always  about  the  Court.3  Sir  Hugh  Beeston,  Kt.,  the 
M.P.  for  Shoreham  in  1604,  was  a  different  man.4 

(6)  George  Craddock  of  Caverswall,  M.P.  Stafford  1604-n. 

Born  c.  1555  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  of  Matthew  C.  of  Stafford, 
M.P.5  (d.  1584/6),  by  Elizabeth  (Peake)  (d.  1596).  He  was 
bailiff  of  Stafford  1589,  and  was  the  prime  mover  in  building 
the  new  Shire  Hall  there  1586-90  ;  it  was  probably  he  who 
bought  Caverswall  from  John  Gifford  and  leased  it  to  farmer 
Brown.  He  married  Jane  (d.  1634),  daughter  of  John  Jollye 
of  Leek,  and  by  her  had  a  son  Matthew  C,  Mayor  of  and  M.P.S 
for  Stafford.7  George  Craddock  died  in  161 1  ;  Will  proved  in 
P.C.C.  11  October  1611.8 


1  Funeral  Certificate. 

2  Stafford  Annals  (MS.  Wm.  Salt  Library). 

3  Cal.  Pap.,  Dom.  et  For. 

4  Pink. 

5  Pari.  1554-5- 

6  Pari.  162 1-2. 

7  S.C.  VI.  i.  100. 

8  The  Will  of  George  Cradocke  of  Stafford,  Gent.,  dated 
5  November  1608  ;  proved  in  P.C.C.  11  October  161 1. 

He  leaves  to  "  Mr.  Bayliffs  and  their  brethren  the  Company  of 
Stafford  "  ^50  to  apprentice  various  persons  of  his  kin  or  other, 
"  whether  they  be  boys  or  wenches  so  that  they  may  prove  good 
men  and  women  which  God  graunte." 

Bequests  of  10s.  each  to  sister  Jane  Manwaringe  and  her  children, 
sister  Alice  Ridley,  sister  Mary  Palmer  and  children,  sister  Katherine 
St.  Quentin  and  children,  sister  Sarah  Dorrington  and  her  daughter, 
brother  Thomas  C,  brother  Matthew  C.  and  children  (and  I  forgive 
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(7)  (Sir)  Arthur  Ingram  (Kt.)  of  Temple  Newsam,  Leeds, 
M.P.  Stafford  November  1 609-11,  New  Romney  1614, 
Appleby  1 621-2 ;    Old  Sarum,  Appleby  and  York, 
preferring  York,  1624-5,  York  1625-6,  1628-9  (then 
"senior"),  New  Windsor  1640,  Callington  1640-2. 
Born  c.  1570  ;   2nd  son  of  Hugh  I.  of  London,  draper 
(d.  1612),  by  Anne,  daughter  of  Richard  Goldthorp,  haber- 
dasher, sometime  Lord   Mayor  of  York,  M.P.    He  resided 
in  Fenchurch  Street  as  a  merchant  till  he  acquired  Temple 
Newsam,  Yorkshire,  by  purchase.    He  was  Comptroller  of 
the  Customs  of  the  Port  of  London  1604,  and  again  21  October 
1607  for  life  ;   Secretary  to  the  Council  of  the  North,  March 
1612  ;   knighted  at  Theobalds,  9  July  1613  ;   Cofferer  of  the 
Household,  February  1615  till  removed  in  April  following  on 
account  of  his  plebeian  birth  ;  sheriff  of  Yorkshire  1619-20  ; 
Member  of  the  Council  of  the  North  1602  and  1629  >  alderman 
of  York  City. 

He  was  on  the  Parliament  side  in  the  Civil  War,  took 
the  Protestation  5  May  1641,  and  was  one  of  the  Commis- 
sioners for  paying  the  Scots  22  June  1641 ;  also  to  enquire 
after  arrears  of  recusants'  fines,  2  July  1641  ;  one  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  thirteen  to  present  the  Remonstrance  to  the  King, 
1  December  1641.  On  26  March  1642  he  subscribed  £1000 
towards  the  reduction  of  the  Irish  rebels.  He  died  about  May 
1642.  His  Will,  dated  15  August  1640,  was  proved  10  September 
1642  by  his  son,  Sir  Arthur  Ingram,  Kt.  He  married  (1)  Susan, 
daughter  of  Richard  Brown  of  London  ;  (2)  Alice,  daughter 
of  William  Ferrers  of  London,  draper,  and  widow  of  John 


him  his  debt  of  £10),  brother  Coyney's  children  "  which  he  had  by 
my  sister." 

To  wife  Jane  her  £rd  part,  reversion  to  son  Matthew. 
Residue  to  son  Matthew  in  tail  ;    remaindermen  in  turn,  cousin 
Walter  C,  brother  Thomas  C,  brother  Matthew  C,  brother  William  C. 
Exor.  :  Son  Matthew. 

Overseers :  Brother  Thomas,  brother-in-law  Thomas  Jollyc  of 
Leek. 
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Halliday  j  (3)  Mary,  daughter  of  Sir  Edward  Greville  of 
Milcote,  Warwickshire  ;  he  had  issue  by  each  marriage.1 

(8)  (Sir)  Walter  Chetwynd  (Kt.).    See  Pari.  1584-5. 

(9)  (Sir)  John  Bowyer  (Kt.).    See  Pari.  1597-8. 

(10)  (Sir)  Rowland  Cotton  (Kt.)  of  Bellaport  and  Alking- 

ton,  Salop,  M.P.  Newcastle,  October  1605-11,  Co. 
Salop  1626,  Newcastle  1628-9. 

Born  c.  1577  ;  son  and  heir  of  William  Cotton,  alderman 
of  London  (Dowgate  Ward,  1607),  draper,  by  Jane,  daughter 
and  coheiress  of  William  Shawbury  of  London  (which  William 
Cotton  was  third  son  of  Ralph  C.  of  Alkington  and  Whitchurch). 
His  father  was  friend  and  patron  of  Hugh  Broughton  (1549- 
1612),  the  famous  Hebrew  scholar.  Young  Rowland  was 
Broughton 's  pupil  c.  1581-9,  and  by  his  seventh  year  spoke 
Hebrew  fluently.  He  grew  up  a  scholar  and  the  patron  of 
Dr.  Lightfoot  (1602-1675),  who  became  his  domestic  chaplain 
and  acquired  from  Cotton  the  Hebrew  tongue.  Cotton 
was  admitted  to  Lincoln's  Inn  3  June  1599,  an<^  suc~ 
ceeded  his  uncles  John  and  Thomas  Cotton  at  Bellaport  and 
Alkington  ;  he  was  knighted  at  Whitehall,  13  November 
1608  ;  Mayor  of  Newcastle  1614  ;  sheriff  of  Salop  1616-7. 
Patron  of  Ashley  Church  1630.  He  married  (1)  Frances 
(d.  1606),  daughter  of  Robert  Needham,  Viscount  Kilmorey  ; 
and  (2)  Joyce,  daughter  and  coheiress  of  Sir  Richard  Walsh 
of  Shelsey,  Worcestershire,  but  he  died  without  issue  in  1634 
and  was  buried  at  Norton  in  Hales.  His  Will  was  proved 
in  P.C.C.  14  November  1634  by  his  nephew,  William  Cotton.2 


1  Practically  all  the  above,  except  the  estimated  date  of  birth,  is 
supplied  by  Mr.  Pink  and  must  be  preferred  to  the  account  given  in 
the  Diet.  Nat.  Biog.  Dr.  Rachel  Reid  says  he  was  an  unprincipled 
financier  and  the  worst  of  a  bad  age. 

2  Will  of  Sir  Roland  Cotton,  Kt.,  of  Bellaport,  dated  13  August 
1634  >  proved  in  P.C.C.  14  November,  1634,  Dy  William  Cotton. 

His  nephew  William  Cotton  is  his  heir  ;  he  to  have  all  his  books, 
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(n)  Anthony  Dyott.    See  Pari.  1601. 

(12)  (Sir)  Thomas  Crew  (Kt.)  of  Stene,  Northants, 
M.P.  Lichfield  1604-11,  Beeralston  1614,  Northampton 
1621-2,  Aylesbury  1624-5,  Gatton  1625. 

Born  1565  ;  third  son  of  John  C.  of  Nantwich,  by  Alice, 
daughter  of  Humphrey  Mainwaring.  He  married  Temper- 
ance, daughter  and  heiress  of  Reginald  Bray  of  Stene  (she  died 
25  October  1619,  aged  twenty-eight).  He  was  Barrister  of 
Lincoln's  Inn  ;  Serjeant  at  Law,  June  1623  ;  knighted  at 
Whitehall,  17  November  1623  I  King's  Serjeant  February 
1625.  He  died  1  February  1634,  aged  sixty-eight,  and  was 
buried  at  Stene.1 

He  was  a  strong  Protestant.  In  1618  the  King,  being 
asked  if  there  were  any  he  would  bar  from  the  place  of  Recorder 
of  London,  "  he  confessed  but  one,  and  that  was  Mr.  Thomas 
Crew."  And  Crew,  referring  to  the  Spanish  Match,  says,  in 
1621,  "  It  is  a  wonder  to  see  the  spiritual  madness  of  such  as 
shall  fall  in  love  with  the  Romish  harlot  now  she  is  grown  so 


papers,  etc.  ;  and  his  niece,  Mrs.  Joyce  Bromley,  is  to  have  1000  m.  if 
said  William  do  not  marry  her. 

After  the  death  of  his  widow,  bequests  to  be  made  to  Elizabeth, 
Sara,  and  Rebecca  ^100  each,  and  Anne  and  Philip  ^50  each,  daughters 
and  sons  of  his  brother  William  Cotton.  Also  to  John,  son  of  Alan 
Cotton,  clerk,  deceased,  and  Roger,  son  of  Samuel  Cotton,  deceased. 
^50  each. 

To  his  brother  William  C.  "  a  coat  ligned  with  Plushe  " ;  to  uncle 
Edward  Welsh  ^5  ;  to  godson  Thomas  Primrose  ^5.  Large  bequests 
to  servants,  and  to  the  poor  of  (Market)  Drayton,  Norton,  Ashley, 
Newcastle,  and  Mucklestone. 

Exors.  : — Sir  Robert  Vernon,  Kt.,  Sir  Andrew  Corbett,  Kt.,  Henry 
Bromley,  William  Cotton,  jun.,  John  Terrick  of  Clayton-Griffith,  gent. 

Codicil,  dated  22  Aug.  1634,  bequests  inter  alia  to  Mr.  Walter 
Clarke,  "  chirurgion,"  ^20,  John  Cotton  of  Droitwich  40s.,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bridgman. 

Witnessed  by  John  Lightfoote,  Roger  Sprott,  John  Chilton,  and 
Abee  Sarginsonn. 

(100  Seager.) 

1  Ex.  inf.  Pink. 
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old  a  hag."1  He  was  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons 
1624-5  and  1625.  ^  seems  to  me  probable  that  he  got  his 
seat  at  Lichfield  through  the  instrumentality  of  his  legal 
colleague,  Anthony  Dyott,  although  they  came  in  time  to 
differ  so  fundamentally  in  their  politics. 

(13)  Sir  Perceval  Willoughby,  Kt.,  of  Bore  Place,  Kent, 

and  Wollaton  Hall,  Notts,  M.P.  Co.  Notts  and 
Tarn  worth,  preferring  Notts,  1604-11,  Tamworth  1614. 

Born  c.  1560  ;  son  and  heir  of  Thomas  W.  of  Bore  Place 
(and  grandson  of  Sir  Thomas  W.,  Justice  of  the  Common 
Pleas  1537-45),  by  Catherine,  daughter  of  Sir  Percival  Hart 
of  Lullington,  Kent.  He  was  admitted  to  Lincoln's  Inn 
1579  >  Knighted  at  Worksop,  21  April  1603  ;  on  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  Scottish  Union,  14  April  1604.  He  married 
Bridget,  eldest  daughter  and  coheiress  of  Sir  Francis  Wil- 
loughby of  Wollaton,  and  died  23  August  1643,  M.I.  at 
Wollaton.2  From  him  descend  the  present  Lords  Middleton 
of  Wollaton.  Arms  of  Willoughby  de  Eresby — Or,  fretty 
azure. 

(14)  Sir  John  Ferrers,  Kt.    See  Pari.  1586-7. 

(15)  Sir  Thomas  Beaumont,  Kt.,  of  Bedworth,  Warwick- 

shire, and  of  Stoughton  Grange,  Leicestershire, 
M.P.  Tamworth,  March  1 604-n. 

Third  but  second  surviving  son  of  Nicholas  B.  of  Cole 
Orton  by  Anne,  daughter  of  William  Saunders  of  Welford, 
Northants.  He  inherited  Bedworth  from  his  father  and 
acquired  Stoughton  Grange  in  marriage,  c.  1588,  with  Catherine, 
daughter  and  heiress  of  Thomas  Farnham  of  that  place,  by 
Helen,  daughter  of  Roger  Challinor.  He  was  knighted  at 
Belvoir  Castle,  23  April  1603  ;  he  died  27  November  1614, 


1  Diet.  Nat.  Biog. 

2  Ex.  inf.  Pink. 
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and  his  widow  10  May  1621,  and  both  were  buried  at  Stoughton, 
M.I.i  Will  proved  in  P.C.C.  1615.  His  grandson  was  created 
a  baronet  in  1660,  a  dignity  that  still  continues.2 


Parliament  of  1614. 

Summoned  to  meet  5  April  1614  ;  dissolved  7  June  1614. 
This  was  known  as  the  "  Addled  Parliament,"  and  in  it  the 
Court  and  Country  Parties  were  first  formed.  The  King 
dissolved  it  in  anger.  There  was  no  sort  of  reason  for  electing 
Thomas  Gibbs  at  Stafford,  nor  Edward  Wymarke  at  New- 
castle, nor  Sir  Thomas  Roe  at  Tamworth,  save  that  they  were 
courtiers  whom  the  "  dark  forces  "  behind  the  English  Court 
might  like  to  have  in  Parliament.  They  may  quite  well  have 
been  filled  in  on  blanks  at  Westminster.    We  know  too  little 


1  Ex.  inf.  Pink. 

8  Will  of  Sir  Thomas  Beaumont  of  Bedworth,  Warwickshire, 
Kt.,  dated  20  February  1612/3  ;  proved  19  April  1615  by  Farnham 
Beaumont  and  Richard  Croxall. 

To  be  buried  at  Bedworth  or  Stoughton.  ^10  to  the  poor  colliers 
of  Bedworth.  He  provides  for  his  two  unmarried  daughters  Ellen 
and  Mary  ^500  each  ;  for  his  brother  Francis  ^100  a  year  from  their 
colliery  profits  ;  for  his  brother  Huntingdon  B.  ^40  a  year  ;  and 
"  not  one  peny  to  be  bestowed  upon  my  funeral!." 

For  his  debts  and  legacies  his  lands  in  Devon  and  Somerset  are 
to  provide  the  money  with  remainder  to  his  son  Farnham  B. 

His  son  and  heir  Henry  is  to  settle  Stoughton,  Haughton,  Leic, 
and  Bedworth  on  himself  and  wife  Elizabeth,  remainder  in  taile  to 
Henry's  sons,  Thomas,  William,  Henry,  then  to  testator's  younger 
sons  Farnham  and  Thomas,  to  testator's  brothers  Francis  and  Hunt- 
ingdon, and  then  to  the  right  heirs  of  testator's  sons-in-law  Sir  John 
Ashburnham  and  Sir  Wolstan  Dixie.  With  Ashburnham  and  Sir 
Perceval  Willoughby  and  his  brother  Francis  he  is  engaged  in  exploiting 
certain  coal  mines. 

Exors.  :  Sir  W.  Dixie,  Farnham  B.,  cousin  Matthew  Saunders, 
and  servant  Richard  Croxall. 

Overseers:  His  wife  Katherine  and  son  Henry.  (34  Rudd.) 
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of  the  politics  of  the  other  members  to  be  able  to  say  to  which 
party  they  belonged. 

County  :       Sir  Walter  Chetwynd,  Kt.    . .        . .        . .  (i) 

Thomas  Crompton,  Esq.      , .        . .        - .  (2) 

Stafford  :     Sir  Walter  Devereux,  Kt.   (3) 

Thomas  Gibbs,  Esq.   . .       . .        . .        .  .  (4) 

Newcastle  :  Edward  Wymarke,  Esq.       . .        . .        . .  (5) 

Robert  Needham,  Esq.        . .        . .        . .  (6) 

elected  March  1614.1 

by-election  ?  As  Wymarke  was  also  elected 
to  sit  for  Peterboro'  and  Liverpool,  and 
may  have  preferred  either  of  those 
seats,  there  was  possibly  a  vacancy  at 
Newcastle,  filled  by  a  by-election,  of 
which,  however,  we  find  no  trace  in  the 
Borough  Records. 

Lichfield  :     Sir  John  Egerton,  Kt.  . .        . .        . .  (7) 

William  Wingfield,  Esq  (8) 

(?)  by-election  early  May  1614,2  vice  Eger- 
ton, deceased,  after  a  contest  and 
subject  to  a  petition  which  was  never 
decided. 

Anthony  Dyott,  Esq.  . .        . .        . .  (9) 


1  For  this  and  all  subsequent  elections  the  Borough  Records  of 
Newcastle  give  not  only  the  date  of  the  election  and  names  of  elected 
candidates,  but  also  the  names  of  the  electors.  For  1614,  1621  and 
1624  the  right  of  election  was  confined  to  the  Mayor,  bailiffs  and  the 
XXIV.  The  Petition  in  1624  determined  that  the  right  was  in 
all  burgesses  "  as  in  the  time  of  King  Edward  IV."  Thenceforth  the 
electors  number  some  130,  of  whom  fifteen  to  twenty  were  honorary 
burgesses,  gentry  of  the  neighbourhood. 

2  On  31  May  161 4  the  Speaker  produced  a  letter  from  Mr.  Anthony 
Dyott,  who  was  returned  a  burgess  for  Lichfield.  Resolved — that 
the  election  of  Mr.  Anthony  Dyott  shall  stand  and  no  new  writ  go 
forth.  {Commons  Journal.)  It  must  have  been  a  disputed  Return,  but 
not  thought  worth  considering  by  the  House.  (Pink.)  But  Dyott 
may  have  been  elected  by  double  return  and  not  at  a  by-election. 
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Tamworth  :  Sir  Thomas  Roe,  Kt. . .        . .        . .        . .  (10) 

Sir  Perceval  Willoughby,  Kt.  . .       . .  (n) 

(1)  Sir  Walter  Chetwynd,  Kt.    See  Pari.  1584-5. 

(2)  Thomas  Crompton  of  Stone,  M.P.  Staffs  1614,  1621-2, 

1628-9,  and  possibly  for  other  seats  at  other  times. 

Born  c.  1580  ;  son  of  William  C.  of  London  (who  bought 
the  Stafford  Deanery  and  was  patron  of  Creswell  Church  in 
1570)  by  Catherine,  daughter  of  Christopher  Rawson.1  The 
Cromptons  were  a  Stafford  Family,  and  William  C,  probably 
the  grandfather  of  Thomas,  was  one  of  the  two  bailiffs  of 
Stafford  in  1581,  and  died  during  his  year  of  office.2  Thomas 
C.  was  J. P.  1614  till  death  and  possibly  earlier  than  1614. 
He  married  Margaret,  daughter  of  Samuel  Marrow  of  Berks- 
well,  Warwickshire,  and  his  children  married  into  the  families 
of.  Sneyd,  Whitgreve  and  Skrimshire.  This  shows  roundhead 
connections,  but  he  was  one  of  those — Leveson,  Crompton, 
Digby  and  Sneyd — who  refused  to  obey  Parliament  and  raise 
forces  in  Staffordshire  in  September  1642  without  the  King's 
authority.  On  May  22  1645  the  King  marched  from  Market 
Drayton  to  Stone,  on  his  way  to  Naseby  fight.  "  His  Majestie 
lay  at  Mr.  Crompton's  House  ;  a  sweet  place  in  a  fine  parke. 
He  is  a  rebel."  z  He  died  July  1645  ;  his  son  was  Colonel 
Crompton,  the  Roundhead  M.P.4 

I  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that,  with  the  exception  of 
Sir  Ralph  Bagnall  and  Sir  William  Paget,  K.G.,  Crompton 
was  the  first  representative  for  the  county  for  near  two  hundred 
years  to  come  from  outside  the  old  county  families, — the  son 
of  a  merchant.  He  must  therefore  have  been  a  remarkable 
man,  or  perhaps  the  1614  election  was  remarkable. 

Mr.  Pink  writes  :   "  He  certainly  sat  for  Staffordshire,  but 


1  Jane,  daughter  of  Sir  Walter  Aston,  married  a  Crompton  oi 
Stone,  c.  1570  as  I  make  out. 

2  Stafford  Annals  (MS.  Wm.  Salt  Library). 

3  Capt.  Symonds'  Diary,  Harleian  MS.  911. 

4  Pari.  1640-60. 


14  STAFFORDSHIRE  MEMBERS  OF  PARLIAMENT. 

there  were  at  least  seventeen  M.P.ships  to  a  Thomas  Crompton 
between  1588-9  and  1659,  and  it  is  just  possible,  though  I  do 
not  think  so,  that  one  or  two  should  also  be  assigned  to  the 
Staffordshire  M.P.  The  Cromptons  are  perplexing.  I  am 
inclined  to  believe  that  they  were  all,  or  nearly  all,  of  the 
Staffordshire  family  ;  some  (as  Thomas  Crompton,  the  Ad- 
miralty Judge)  are  easily  distinguished,  others  not  so." 

(3)  Sir  Walter  Devereux,  Kt.,  of  Leigh  Court,  Worcester- 
shire (Baronet  and  Fifth  Viscount  Hereford), 
M.P.  Stafford  1614,  Marlborough  Feb.  1621-1622,  Wor- 
cestershire 1624-5,  Worcester  1625. 

Born  1578  ;  eldest  surviving  son  of  Sir  Edward  D.  of  Castle 
Bromwich,  Warwickshire,  1st  baronet,  M.P.1  (d.  1622),  by 
Catherine,  eldest  daughter  of  Edward  Arden  of  Park  Hall, 
Warwickshire.  He  was  knighted  at  Whitehall  23  July  1603  ; 
sheriff  of  Warwickshire  1 616-7  >  °f  Worcestershire  1625-6. 
He  bought  Leigh  Court  from  Edmund  Colles,  M.P.  Sir  Walter 
was  the  only  noted  Roundhead  among  the  Worcestershire 
county  gentry  ;  when  his  two  houses  at  Leigh  and  Couleigh 
were  burnt  by  the  Royalists  he  fled  to  Bristol.  In  September 
1644  he  was  one  of  the  Commission  for  Worcestershire,  ap- 
pointed by  Ordinance,  to  reduce  that  county  to  obedience. 
In  1647  he  petitioned  Parliament  for  £50,000  compensation 
for  the  destruction  of  his  houses,  £20,000  for  the  houses, 
£30,000  for  four  years'  rental.  He  married  (1)  Elizabeth, 
daughter  and  heiress  of  Robert  Baspole  of  Aldeby,  Norfolk  ; 
she  dying  without  issue,  he  married  (2)  before  1615, 
Elizabeth  (widow),  2nd  daughter  of  Thomas  Knightley  of 
Burgh  Hall,  and  widow  of  (1)  Thomas  Martin  of  Barton, 
Camb.,  and  (2)  of  Andrew  Nevin  ;  and  it  is  probably  due  to 
this  connection  with  Stafford  that  he  obtained  a  seat  there  in 
1614.  He  succeeded  as  5th  Viscount  Hereford  and  as  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Norfolk,  Hereford  and  Montgomery,  after  the 


1  Pari.  1588-9. 
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death  of  his  cousin  Robert,  3rd  Earl  of  Essex,  14  September 
1646.  He  died  in  16591  at  Sudburne,  Suffolk,  an  estate 
which  he  purchased.  Administration  of  his  estate  was  granted 
20  June  1659. 

(4)  Thomas  Gibbs,  Esq.,  M.P.  Stafford  1614. 

He  was  a  courtier  ;  we  find  him  a  grantee  from  the  Crown 
in  1623,  and  he  was  probably  a  son  of  Henry  Gibbs,  the  groom 
of  the  Bedchamber,  who  was  pensioned  off  in  1625. 2 

(5)  Edward  Wymarke,  Esq.,  M.P.   Chippenham  1597-8, 

1601,  Peterborough  1604-11,  Peterborough,  Liverpool 
and  Newcastle  1614  (not  stated  for  which  of  these 
constituencies  he  sat). 

A  Courtier.  "  Ned  Wymarck  keeps  at  home  and  only 
steals  out  by  owl-light,"  says  a  letter  from  the  Court  addressed 
to  the  Earl  of  Salisbury.  And  in  1604  he  was  one  of  the 
executors  of  the  Will  of  Sir  Edward  Clere  of  Blickling  Hall, 
Norfolk.3  His  popularity,  at  Court  at  least,  is  attested  by  the 
fact  that  he  was  entered  as  being  returned  for  three  different 
boroughs  in  1614. 

Mr.  Pink  writes  :  "I  have  never  been  able  to  understand 
the  popularity  of  this  man,  and  why  he  was  threefold  elected 
to  this  Parliament.  He  was,  I  believe,  son  and  heir  of  Edward 
W.  of  Luffenham,  Rutlandshire,  by  Margaret,  daughter  of 
William  Dudley.4  He  lived  in  London  and  died  unmarried 
in  1634.  Administration  of  the  Will  of  Edward  Wymarke, 
Esq.,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Botolph,  Aldersgate,  was  granted 
pendente  lite,  30  January  1635,  to  Sir  Nathaniel  Brent,  Kt., 
LL.D.,  Judge  of  the  Prerogative  Court.  I  do  not  know  what 
was   the  nature  of  the  litigation,  but  the  two  principal 


1  Mr.  Beaven  says  that  he  believes  he  was  dead  before  5  January 
1657/8. 

2  Col.  Pap.  Dom. 
9  Cat.  Pap.  Dom. 

4  Visit.  London,  Harl.  Soc.  II.  378. 
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defendants  were  his  sister,  Frances  Greene,  and  her  son,  John 
Greene,  clerk.    Sentence  went  in  favour  of  the  Will,  10  July 

(6)  (Hon.)  Robert  Needham  (Second  Viscount  Kilmorey), 

M.P.  Newcastle  1614. 
Born  c.  1595  ;  eldest  son  of  Sir  Robert  N.  (1st  Viscount 
Kilmorey,  1625  '>  d-  I^3i),  by  his  2nd  wife  Anne  (D'Oyley  ; 
married  1594).  He  was  evidently  under  age  when  elected  for 
Newcastle — probably  one  of  the  fifty  youths  noted  by  Robert 
Naunton.  He  succeeded  his  father  as  2nd  Viscount  in  1631  ; 
he  never  sat  again  in  Parliament  either  for  England  or  Ireland. 
In  the  Civil  War  he  was  a  strong  Royalist  and  a  Commissioner 
of  Array  in  Cheshire,  being  taken  at  the  surrender  of  Oxford 
in  1646.  He  compounded  for  his  delinquencies  in  1646 — fine 
£3560.  He  married  (1)  Frances,  daughter  of  Sir  Henry 
Anderson,  Alderman  of  London  (Sheriff  1601-2)  ;  and  (2) 
Eleanor,  widow  of  Gilbert  (d.  1622),  2nd  Baron  Gerard  of 
Gerards  Bromley,  and  daughter  of  Richard  Dutton  of  Dutton, 
Cheshire.  He  died  at  Dutton,  12  September  1653. 1  The 
family  seat  at  Adderley,  Salop,  is  sufficiently  near  Newcastle 
to  account  for  his  representation  there  ;  and  the  Astons  of 
Tixall  were  his  2nd  cousins.  But  his  father's  position  at  Court 
had  probably  the  most  potent  influence  upon  his  return, 
and  suggests  his  politics. 

(7)  Sir  John  Egerton,  Kt.    See  Pari.  1601. 

(8)  William  Wingfield,  Esq.,  M.P.  Lichfield  1614,  1621-2, 

1624-5,  1625,  1626,  Stafford  1628-9. 

The  Wingfields  are  innumerable.  Sir  John  W.  of  Lethering- 
ham,  Suffolk  (d.  1481),  had  twelve  sons,  most  of  whom  were 
founders  of  families,  and  their  pedigrees,  incomplete,  are  to 
be  found  in  Lord  Powerscourt's  Wingfield  Memorials.  Sir 
Humphrey  Wingfield,  the  Speaker,  one  of  the  twelve  brothers, 
had  a  great-grandson,  William,  aged  twenty  in  1612,  and 


1  Pink. 
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executor  of  his  father's  Will  in  161 5.  But  the  more  likely 
William  is  the  grandson  of  Sir  Anthony  W.,  K.G.,  another 
of  the  twelve,  who  died  in  1552. 1  There  are  three  suits  in  the 
Staffordshire  Collections  that  confirm  this  identification. 

The  pedigree,  as  given  by  Lord  Powerscourt,  runs  thus  : — 


Sir  Anthony  W.,  K.G 
of  Letheringham, 
Suffolk,  d.  1552. 


:Elizabeth,  sister  and 
coheiress  of  John  de 
Vere.  Earl  of  Oxford. 


Sir  Robert 
W.  of  L.  ; 
b.  1518/9, 
d.  1597- 


Charles,  of: 

Temple, 
Lines.  Will 
proved  in 
P.C.C. 
1564. 


Elizabeth, 
dau.  of 
Thomas 
Riche,  of 
Welde, 
Essex. 


Richard, 
of  Want- 

isden, 
Suffolk, 
d.  1591. 


John, 
o.s.p. 


I 

Henry. 


George, 
o.s.p. 


Robert.    George.  Anthony. 


1        1  1 

Henry.    Anthony.  William. 


Sir  Anthony       Sir  Thomas  W.  of  L. ; 
W.  of  L. ;  d.  1610,  m.  to  Ratcliffe, 

d.  1605  s.p.         daughter  of  Sir  Gilbert 
Gerrard,  of  Gerrard's 
Bromley,    d.  1601  s.p. 
(2)  ....  mother  of 

1 

Sir  Anthony  W.  of  L., 
1st  baronet,  b.  1605/6, 
d.  1638. 

It  will  be  seen  that  this  William  might  be  born  about  1564. 
Now  in  1561  Sir  Edward  Littleton  bought  the  manors  of 
Longridge  and  Levedale  and  n 80  acres  near  Lichfield  by  two 
Fines,  one  with  Sir  Robert  Wingfield,  doubtless  he  of  Lethering- 
ham, and  one  with  Charles,  Richard,  Anthony  and  Henry  Wing- 
field.  These  look  like  the  above  recorded  four  grown  sons  of 
Sir  Anthony,  with  an  Anthony  added.  But  a  further  Fine 
of  1566  names  as  Deforciants,  Charles  W.  and  Elizabeth  his 


1  Diet.  Nat,  Btog. 
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wife,  Richard  W.Jand  Mary  his  wife,  Anthony  W.  and  Elizabeth 
his  wife,  and  Henry  W.  and  Dorothy  his  wife.2  This  Fine 
deals  with  the  manor  and  advowson  of  Grendon,  Warwickshire, 
and  Heymans  Frome,  Herefordshire,  besides  the  Staffordshire 
lands.    The  wives'  names  tally. 

Hence  we  see  this  William  associated  with  Staffordshire, 
both  by  territory  and  by  cousinship,  with  a  daughter  of  Gerard's 
Bromley. 

Hence  we  have  :  Born  c.  1560,  third  son  of  Charles  W.  of 
Temple,  Lines  (d.  1564),  by  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Riche  of  Welde,  Essex.  We  see  from  his  Will  that  he  was  a 
friend  and  nominee  of  Robert,  Earl  of  Essex,  the  Parliamentary 
General.  In  1639  he  bought  half  Drayton  Basset  on  the 
death  of  Lettice,  Lady  Leicester,  Essex's  grandmother  ;  and  he 
died  the  same  year  as  "  of  St.  Clement  Danes,  London." 
Will  proved  in  P.C.C.3 

(9)  Anthony  Dyott.    See  Pari.  1601. 

(10)  Sir  Thomas  Roe,  Kt.,  M.P.  Tamworth  1614,  Cirencester 

162 1-2,  New  Windsor  and  Oxford  University,  pre- 
ferring the  University,  1640-4. 
Born  1580  at  Leyton,  Essex.    The  life  of  this  distinguished 
explorer  and  ambassador  is  fully  given  in  the  Diet.  Nat.  Biog. 
His  early  connections  were  with  Gloucestershire.    He  got  his 


1  Richard  W.  of  Wantisden,  Suffolk,  seventh  son  of  Sir  Anthony, 
in  his  Will,  proved. 14  August  1591,  mentions  lands  near  Lichfield. 
(Harwood,  Erdeswick,  302.) 

2  S.C.  XVII. 

3  Will  of  William  Wingfield,  dated  26  June  1639  ;  proved  in 
P.C.C.  15  July  1639  by  Robert  Wingfield. 

His  heirs  and  exors.  are  Anthony  and  Robert  Wingfield,  sons  of 
"  my  late  brother  "  Henry.  To  Mrs.  Goodall,  the  keeper  of  Essex 
House,  £10  ;  to  Anne  her  maid  40s.  ;  to  my  good  lord  the  Earl  of 
Essex  £10  for  a  watch  or  ring.  The  Will  begins  with  fifteen  lines  of 
piety  and  remorse  for  a  supposedly  ill-spent  life. 

In  1652  a  commission  was  issued  to  Sir  Robert  Wingfield,  Bart., 
kinsman  and  heir  of  Robert  W.,  deceased,  to  complete  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  estate. 
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seat  at  Tamworth  by  reason  of  his  marriage  with  Eleanor, 
daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Cave  of  Stamford.  He  was  sworn  of 
the  Privy  Council  23  June  1640  ;  on  the  Committee  to  prepare 
the  charges  against  the  Lord  Keeper,  12  December  1640 ;  on 
the  Committee  on  the  Virginian  planters  18  December  1640 ; 
and  on  that  on  the  Remonstrance  9  February  1641.  He  died 
6  November  1644. 1 

(n)  Sir  Perceval  Willoughby,  Kt.    See  Pari.  1604. 


Parliament  of  1621-2. 

Summoned  to  meet  16  January  1621  ;  the  elections  were 
spread  over  a  period  of  no  less  than  two  months  ;  held  two 
sessions  ;  dissolved  8  February  1622.  This  election  and  the 
four  subsequent  ones  are  said  to  have  been  made  by  the  Duke 
of  Buckingham  ;  that  is  to  say  he  used  his  influence  to  get  his 
nominees  returned  wherever  he  could  influence  the  boroughs.2 
One  may  guess  that  the  Country  Party  numbered  among  its 
supporters  Bowyer,  Kerton,  Crompton,  Craddock,  Puckering, 
Wingfield  and  Ferrour  ;  while  Dyott,  Da  vies  and  Weston  were 
likely  to  be  on  the  side  of  the  Court. 

County :      Sir  William  Bowyer,  Kt.      . .        . .       . .  (1) 

*Thomas  Crompton,  Esq.       . .        . .        . .  (2) 

elected  30  November  1620. 


1  Diet.  Nat.  Biog.  ;  Mr.  Pink  and  Mr.  Beaven  have  much  more 
information  as  to  this  famous  man. 

2  Speaking  on  28  November  162 1,  Sir  Henry  Poole,  M.P.,  "  wishes 
provision  against  Letters,  Solicitations,  etc.,  for  choosing  Knights. 
By  some  Boroughs  Blanks  are  delivered  to  put  in  what  Burgesses 
they  will  to  whom  delivered.  Men  should  not  stand  to  be  Knights  ; 
but  they  should  be  chosen  whom  the  County  chooseth  of  itself,  not 
they  that  desireth  it.  This  competition  bringeth  a  great  charge." 
(Parry,  Par  Its.  289.) 

C  2 
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Stafford  :     Matthew  Craddock,  Esq.,  the  Recorder  . .  (3) 

Richard  Dyott,  Esq   (4) 

elected  30  November  1620. 1 

Newcastle:  Sir  John  Davies,  Kt.  ..        . .        ..        . .  (5) 

Edward  Kerton,  Esq.  ...        . .        . .  (6) 

elected  6  January  1621. 

Lichfield:   *William  Wingfield,  Esq  (7) 

Richard  Weston,  Esq.    (8) 

Tamworth  :  Sir  Thomas  Puckering,  Kt.  and  Bart.       . .  (9) 
John  Ferrour,  merchant  of  London  . .        . .  (10) 
elected  28  December  1620. 

(1)  Sir  William  Bowyer,  Kt.,  of  Knypersley,  M.P.  Staffs 
1621-2,  1624-5,  1626,  1640,  1640-1. 

Born  1588  ;  son  and  heir  of  Sir  John  B.  of  the  same,  M.P.2 
(d.  1605)  by  Catherine  (Yelverton).  He  married,  23  November 
1609,  at  Elford,  Hester  (d.  1657),  fourth  daughter  of  Sir  William 
Skenington,  first  baronet  of  Fisherwick,  by  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  Richard  Dering.  He  was  knighted  at  Coventry,  4  September 
1617 ;  sheriff  1627-8  ;  J. P.  1613-1641.  On  19  May  1625  he 
was  ordered  with  four  others  to  levy  one  hundred  men  in 
Staffordshire.  In  the  Long  Parliament  he  was  one  of  the 
Commissioners  on  the  Bill  for  the  suppression  of  superstition 
and  idolatry,  13  February  1641.3  He  married  his  children 
into  the  Protestant  roundhead  families  of  Whitgreve,  Young 
of  Charnes,  Worswick  of  Stafford  and  Jollye  of  Leek.  His 
son  was  the  noted  Colonel  Bowyer,  M.P.4  All  his  associations 
were  roundhead,  and  we  may  assume  that  he  belonged  to  the 
Country  Party  in  1621.    He  died  March  1641,  aged  fifty- three. 


1  On  6  February  1622,  just  before  the  rising  of  this  Parliament, 
a  new  Charter  was  obtained  for  Stafford.  Presumably  it  widened 
the  franchise,  for  in  the  accompanying  documents  the  population  of 
Stafford  is  given  as  1560  souls,  of  whom  390  were  "poor."  (Bagot 
MSS.,  Hist.  MSS.  Comm.,  4th  Report,  App.  I.  327.) 

2  Pari.  1597-8.  3  Ex.  inf.  Pink.  *  Pari.  1640-60. 
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M.I.  at  Biddulph  Church.  The  Bowyers  acquired  their 
wealth  from  the  coal  and  iron  mines  of  Biddulph  and 
Tunstall. 1 


1  Will  of  William  Bowyer,  Kt.,  of  Knipersley,  dated  io 
October  1637  ;  proved  at  Lichfield  27  July  1641. 

A  puritanical  exordium.  Bequests  to  wife  Hester  ;  to  vicar  of 
Biddulph  ^5  a  year  if  he  preach  God's  word  once  every  Lord's  day  at 
the  least  at  the  church  in  Biddulph  ;  to  his  father's  brother  William 
Bowyer  ;  uncle  Mr.  John  Bentley  ;  uncle  Mr.  William  Bourne  ;  uncle 
Mr.  Done  ;  brother  Thomas  ;  brother  Edward  ;  sister  Mary  ;  sister 
Glegge  ;  sister  Cliffe  ;  brother-in-law  Bowyer  ;  brother-in-law  Glegg ; 
brother-in-law  Thomas  Cliffe  ;  brother  Thomas's  wife  Mary — to  each 
small  sums  for  rings.  Small  sums  to  servants,  Edward  Rudyard, 
Francis  Keeling,  Richard  Grosvenor.  To  the  poor  of  Biddulph  ^5. 
Small  sums  also  to  Sir  Anthony  St.  John  ;  brother-in-law  Sir  John 
Skeffington  and  Lady  Ursula  his  wife  ;  to  sister-in-law  Lady  Prudence 
Trentham  ;  to  uncle  Sir  Christopher  Yelverton  ;  cozen  Margarete 
Wedgwood,  wife  of  John  Wedgwood,  Esq.;  aunt  Mrs.  Thomas  Bowyer, 
cozen  Thomas  Bowyer  her  son  ;  cozen  John  Bowyer,  vicar  of  Biddulph  ; 
cozen  Francis  Bowyer,  vicar  of  Leeke  ;  to  Ralphe  Sneyd  the  elder  of 
Keele  ;  to  kinsman  Thomas  Crompton  the  elder  of  Stone  ;  to  John 
Biddulph  of  Biddulph  ;  William  Morton  of  Morton  ;  John  Bellott 
of  Bellott's  Morton  ;  Randulph  Rode  of  Rode  ;  cozen  John  Thorley  ; 
John  Eardley  of  Eardley  ;  Mr.  John  Terricke  ;  kinsman  Mr.  William 
Colclough ;  cozen  Thomas  Bowyer  of  Stonilow  ;  William  Edge  of 
Sudfield. 

To  his  younger  sons  Richard,  Christopher,  John  and  Thomas t 
£\o  a  year  each,  charged  on  his  lands  as  settled  on  his  sons'  marriage 
contract,  29  March  1637,  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William  Jolly  of 
Leek.  Lands  bought  from  his  brother-in-law  William  Bowyer  of 
Stalbroke  to  be  sold  for  his  estate.  The  annuities  to  his  uncles  made 
by  his  grandfather  William  Bowyer  of  Knypersley  to  be  paid  out  of 
his  estate. 

The  wardship  and  marriage  of  Francis  Trentham,  with  an  allow- 
ance of  £12  a  year  which  he  had  bought,  to  go  to  his  executors  during 
the  minority  of  Francis.  To  this  "  loving  son  Francis  "  Trentham 
and  to  "  my  good  daughter  Elizabeth  "  Trentham  he  allows  as  marriage 
portion  the  moneys  he  paid  to  Sir  Christopher  Trentham  for  the 
wardship  of  Francis,  which  with  other  charges  till  he  comes  of  age 
he  reckons  at  ^2000. 

To  his  eldest  son  William  or  his  heir,  all  his  books  except  his  lawe 
books  which "  my  dear  deceased  brother  Christopher  gave  me,  the 
gold  and  silver  plate  bestowed  on  me  by  my  deceased  mother  Lady 
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(2)  Thomas  Crompton.    See  Pari.  1614. 

(3)  Matthew   Craddock   of  Caverswall,   M.P.  Stafford 

1621-2,  1624-5,  1626,  1628-9. 

Born  c.  1580  ;  son  and  heir  of  George  C.  of  Stafford,  M.P.1 
(d.  1611),  by  Jane  (Jollye)  of  Leek.  He  married  (1)  Dorothy, 
daughter  of  ....  Greenway  of  Co.  Berks  ;  (2)  in  1612 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Richard  Fowler  of  Harnage  Grange, 
Salop.  He  was  the  first  Mayor  of  Stafford,  1614  ;  Recorder  of 
the  same  before  1621  ;  patron  of  Bradley  Church  in  1624.  He 
died  1  April  1636,  leaving  George  his  son  and  heir,  born  1615.2 
Inq.  ft.  m.,  at  Cannock,  16  June  1636.    Will  proved  in  P.C.C.3 


Katherine  Bowyer  and  my  uncle  Francis  Bowyer,"  other  armorial 
silver,  the  Turkey  carpet  to  the  table  at  Sidway. 

Exors.  :  Brother-in-law  William  Glegge,  Esq.  ;  cozen  John  Bowyer, 
vicar  of  Biddulph  ;  Francis  Bowyer,  vicar  of  Leek  ;  William  Edge  of 
Indfield  (?  Judfield),  yeoman.  Witness  :  Richard  Thorley,  William 
Burslem,  John  Rowley,  John  Beech. 

Inventory,  dated  20  March  1641.  Appraisers:  William  Rowley, 
Thomas  Keeling,  Richard  Drakeford,  Richard  Thorley. 

Administration  granted  to  Mr.  Richard  Bowyer,  testator's  son 
and  heir,  on  William  Glegg's  renunciation.  (Hence  William  was 
dead  in  1641.) 

1  Pari.  1 604-1 1. 

2  Geneal.  XIII.  N.S.  277. 

3  Will  of  Matthew  Cradocke  of  Carswall,  Esq.,  dated  30  March 
1636  ;  proved  in  P.C.C.  5  July  1636  by  both  exors. 

To  be  buried  in  the  chancel  of  Caverswall  Church.  His  mother  Jane 
is  recently  deceased.  To  his  daughter,  having  paid  ^1500  for  her 
marriage  portion,  ^300  more  in  satisfaction  of  all  claims  under  her 
grandmother's  will.  To  Elizabeth  his  wife  his  coach  and  horses 
and  harness,  and  purchased  land  in  Caverswall.  £10  to  the  poor  of 
Caverswall,  and  ^10  to  the  poor  of  Stafford,  by  the  advice  of  "  my 
cousin  Dampard."  Mr.  Baron  Weston  is  a  feofee  of  lands  at  Pelshall, 
which  are  to  be  sold  for  bequests  as  per  schedule. 

Exors.  :  Elizabeth  his  wife,  George  Cradocke  his  son. 

Overseers  :  Baron  Weston,  Sir  Edward  Littleton  and  Mr.  Man- 
waring  my  cousins. 

Witnesses  :  Richard  Weston,  George  Digby,  Edward  Manwaringe, 
Alexander  Howe,  vicar  of  Caverswall.    (88  Pile.) 
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He  bought  Ipstones  and  built  the  present  castle  at  Cavers- 
wall.  He  was  one  of  the  capitalists,  and  it  may  be  he  or  his 
first  cousin  Matthew  who  bought  £2000  in  the  funds  of  the 
East  India  Company  in  1628.  It  was  certainly  his  cousin, 
Matthew  Craddock,  who  was  Roundhead  M.P.  for  the  City  of 
London  and  the  first  Governor  of  Massachusetts  (d.  1641).1 

During  the  Civil  Wars  Cavers  wall,  occupied  by  Mrs.  Cradock, 
was  held  for  the  Parliament.  But  the  family  left  Staffordshire 
later  and  seem  to  have  settled  in  London.  They  are  not 
mentioned  in  the  1663  Visitation  of  Staffordshire.  In  Degge's 
letter  of  1669  about  the  new  men  he  calls  Cradock  "  woolbuyer 
at  Stafford."2 

(4)  (Sir)  Richard  Dyott  (Kt.)  of  Lichfield,  M.P.  Stafford 
1621-2,  1624-5,  Lichfield  1625,  I026,  1628-9,  1640. 

Born  c.  1590;  son  and  heir  of  Anthony  Dyott,  M:P.3  (d. 
1622)  by  Catherine  (Harcourt).  He  married,  c.  1615,  Dorothy, 
daughter  and  heiress  of  Richard  Dorrington  of  Stafford,  who 
survived  him  and  died  in  1672.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Inner 
Temple  1615  ;  Recorder  of  Stafford  1624  ;  High  Steward  of 
Lichfield  and  Chancellor  of  the  County  Palatine  of  Durham  ; 
knighted  by  Strafford  at  Dublin,  13  September  1635. 4  In 
1628  he  was  put  on  to  the  Council  of  York  for  the  northern 
parts  of  the  Kingdom.5    In  1638  he  bought  Fulfen. 

Dyott  was  a  staunch  Royalist ;  in  September  1640  he  was  in 
the  north  with  the  King  and  was  termed  by  his  enemies  a 
"  Papist  and  a  Jesuit."6  In  1643  he  was  on  the  Royalist 
assessment  committee  for  Staffordshire.  His  sons  Richard  and 
Michael  were  Captains  of  Horse,  and  Michael  was  slain  in  March 
1645.  Sir  Richard  was  taken  prisoner  temporarily  at  Shrews- 
bury in  February  1645  ;  and  on  16  July  1646  Lord  Aston, 
Dyott,  and  Lieut. -Col.  Harvey  Bagot  capitulated  at  Lichfield. 


1  Diet.  Nat.  Biog. 

3  Pari.  1601. 

5  Cat.  Pap.  Dom. 


2  Harwood,  Erdeswick  lviii. 
4  Shaw's  Knights. 
u  Cal.  Pap.  Dom. 
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He  died  8  March  1660,  aged  sixty-nine;  his  portrait  is  in 
Harwood's  Erdeswick.  He  had  married  his  son  and  heir, 
Anthony,  to  a  daughter  of  that  wealthy  plebeian  Sir  Arthur 
Ingram,  M.P.1 

(5)  Sir  John  Davies,  Kt.,  of  Englefield,  Berks,  M.P. 

Corfe,  1601,  Newcastle  and  Hindon,  preferring  New- 
castle, 1621-2  ;  Fermanagh  (Ireland),  1612. 
Born  1569  ;  third  son  of  John  D.  of  Tisbury,  Wilts,  by  Mary, 
daughter  of  John  Bennett  of  Pithorse.  He  married  Eleanor, 
daughter  of  George  Touch et,  Earl  of  Castlehaven  ;  she  mar- 
ried (2)  31  March  1627,  Sir  Archibald  Douglas,  Kt.,  and  died 
5  July  1652.  He  matriculated  at  Queen's  College,  Oxford, 
15  October  1585,  aged  15  ;  B.A.,  9  July  1590  ;  admitted  to 
Inner  Temple,  3  February  1588  ;  called  to  the  Bar,  June  1595  ; 
disbarred  February  1598  ;  readmitted  1601  ;  Solicitor-General 
(Ireland),  November  1603  ;  knighted  by  the  Lord  Deputy  Carey 
18  October  1603;  Attorney  General  (Ireland),  1606-11 ;  Serjeant- 
at-Law,  January  1606;  King's  Serjeant,  1612;  M.P.  Fermanagh, 
1613-5  ;  Speaker  (Ireland),  1613-5.  He  returned  to  England  in 
1619  ;  appointed  C.J.  King's  Bench,  9  November  1626  ;  but 
died  before  the  completion  of  the  Patent,  8  December  1626, 
and  was  buried  at  St.  Martin's -in-the-Fi elds.  "  His  corpulence 
only  equalled  by  his  subservience."2  The  Will,  proved  in 
P.C.C.  1626,  is  that  of  Sir  John  Davies  of  Bere  Court,  Berks  ; 
our  Sir  John  Davies  of  Englefield  was  one  of  his  Exors. 

(6)  Edward  Kerton,  Esq.,  of  Castle  Cary,  Somerset, 

M.P.  Newcastle  1621-2,  Ludgershall  1623-4  >  Marl- 
borough 1625,  Hchester  and  Marlborough,  preferring 


1  Pari.  1 604-1 1. 

2  Diet.  Nat.  Biog.  Mr.  Pink  adds  :  S.P.  Dom.  ;  letter  dated 
18  October  1624  from  Davies  to  Secretary  Conway,  in  which  he 
practically  offers  1000  m.  from  someone  for  the  appointment  of  King?s 
Serjeant  (his  own  office)  if  the  Secretary  will  secure  for  him  the  post 
of  Lord  Chief  Baron.  The  Lord  Chief  Baron  did  not  die  as  expected, 
but  Davies  secured  the  nomination  to  the  Chief  Justiceship,  which, 
however,  a  fit  of  apoplexy  prevented  him  from  enjoying. 
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Marlborough,  1626,  Gt.  Bedwin  1628-9,  Milborne  Port 
1640,  1640-2. 

Born  c.  1580  ;  son  of  Daniel  K.  of  the  same  (d.  1594)  and 
nephew  of  Sir  James  Kerton,  M.P.  He  was  one  of  the  assistants 
at  the  impeachment  of  Buckingham  in  1626  ;  but  a  Royalist 
in  the  Civil  War — one  of  the  Straffordians  who  voted  against 
the  impeachment  of  the  Earl  of  Strafford,  21  April  1641.  He, 
however,  took  the  Protestation,  May  1641  ;  and  was  a  Com- 
missioner for  Somerset  under  the  Scandalous  Ministers  Act  of 
1642.  At  the  outbreak  of  war  he  joined  the  King,  and  was 
disabled  to  sit,  11  August,  and  charged  by  the  House  with 
treason,  30  August  1642.  At  Oxford  he  was  created  M.A.,  16 
January  1643,  and  he  sat  in  the  King's  anti-Parliament  at 
Oxford,  January  1644.  He  compounded  for  his  delinquency, 
14  May  1646,  and  took  the  negative  oath  ;  was  fined  23  Decem- 
ber at  one-third  £504  or  £102  together  with  £20  a  year  for  the 
Minister  at  Castle  Cary.  On  28  June  1648  he  was  allowed  £242, 
the  remainder  of  the  fine,  if  he  settle  £30  a  year  on  the  Castle 
Cary  Minister.  He  was  buried  at  Easton,  near  Pewsey,  Wilts, 
30  January,  1654. 1 

I  judge  from  this  account  that  in  1621  he  was  of  the  Country 
Party,  for  he  held  no  offices  and  assisted  at  Buckingham's 
impeachment. 

(7)  William  Wingfield,  Esq.    See  Pari.  1614. 

(8)  (Sir)  Richard  Weston  (Kt.),  of  Rugeley,  M.P.  Lichfield 

1621-2. 

Born  1577  ;  son  of  Ralph  W.  (d.  1605),  by  Anne,  daughter 
of  George  Smyth  of  Appleton,  Lanes,  and  grandson  and  heir 
of  Philip  W.  of  Rugeley  (d.  161 3).  He  married,  c.  1605,  Anne, 
daughter  of  Richard  Barbour  of  Hilderstone,  and  his  eldest 
son,  Richard  W.,  M.P.2  was  "  slayne  by  misfortune  in  the  Isle 
of  Man,  being  then  in  armes  for  the  King,  c.  ann.  1652." 3  He 
matriculated  at  Exeter  College,  Oxford,  1596  ;  was  called  to 


1  Ex.  inf.  Pink. 


2  Pari.  1640.  a  5.C.  VI.  i.  303. 
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the  Inner  Temple  1607  ;  Serjeant-at-law,  16  February  1623  J 
bencher  of  the  Inner  Temple,  1626  ;  a  Welsh  Judge,  1632  ;  a 
Baron  of  the  Exchequer,  30  April  1634  till  disabled  24  October 
1645  ;*  knighted  at  Whitehall,  7  December  1635. 2  He  argued 
in  favour  of  Ship  Money  and  was  impeached  by  the  Long 
Parliament,  and  he  is  described  as  a  Papist  in  1648.  He  died 
18  March  1652 — the  Visitation  which  gives  the  date  as  1656 
is  incorrect.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  Weston  belonged  to 
the  Court  Party.  He  married  his  eldest  son  to  Katherine, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Cokayne  of  Ashbourne.3 

(9)  Sir  Thomas  Puckering,  Kt.,  and  Bart,  of  Weston  by 
Baldock,  Herts,  M.P.  Tamworth  1621-2,  1625,  1626, 
Tamworth  and  Warwick,  preferring  Tamworth,  1628-9, 

Born  c.  1590  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  of  Sir  John  P.  of  the  same 
(d.  1596),  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons  1586  and  1592-6, 
by  Anne,  daughter  of  George  (or  Nicholas)  Chowne  of  Kent. 
He  married,  1611,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Sir  John-Morley  of 
Halnaker,  Sussex.  He  was  knighted  3  June  and  created  a 
baronet  25  November  1612  ;  sheriff  of  Warwickshire  1623-4. 
He  lived,  probably  from  1620  onwards,  at  the  Priory  near 
Warwick,  which  accounts  for  his  representation  of  Tamworth. 
He  died  without  male  issue  20  March  1637. 4    ^e  was  °f  *ne 


1  Pink.  2  Shaw's  Knights. 

3  Geneal.  VII.  N.S.  72  ;  see  also  Harwood,  Evdeswick  165,  where 
the  date  of  his  death  is  given  as  18  March  1658  (?  1658/9). 

4  Will  of  Sir  Thomas  Puckeringe,  Kt.  and  Bart.,  of  the 
Priorie,  near  Warwick,  dated  14  January  1634/5  '>  proved  in  P.C.C. 
22  November  1637  °y  a^  three  exors. 

This  Will  with  two  codicils  exceeds  20,000  words.  The  codicils 
are  dated  23  September  1635  and  17  March  1636/7.  By  indenture 
of  29  December  1634  ne  nad  settled  his  estates — the  Priory,  Lullington, 
Knigton,  Cornbrook  and  Brookhampton,  Warwickshire,  Kingerby, 
Lines,  Weston  by  Baldock  and  Weston-Argentynes  and  Newberie, 
Herts,  and  land  at  Orpington  and  Chislehurst,  Kent — on  his  daughters. 
The  feofees  were  Sir  Simon  Archer  of  Tanworth,  John  Wightwicke 
of  the  Inner  Temple,  and  Francis  Gramer  of  Kenilworth,  who  are 
also  exors. 

He  wishes  for  a  tomb  like  that  of  "  my  brother  Newton  "  in 
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Country  Party,  the  relative,  friend  and  correspondent  of  Sir 
George  Gresley,  M.P.,1  the  Roundhead. 

(10)  John  Ferrour,  Merchant  of  London,  M.P.  Tamworth 
and  Newtown  (I.  of  W.),  preferring  Tamworth,  1621-2. 
Born  c.  1590  ;  son  and  heir  of  Nicholas  Ferrour  or  Ferrar 
of  London,  merchant  (d.  April  1620),  by  Margaret,  daughter 
of  Lawrence  Wodenoth  of  Salvington  Hall,  Cheshire.  He 
married  (1)  Anne,  daughter  of  William  Shepherd  of  Great 
Roulright,  Oxon  ;  she  died  without  issue  12  July  1613,  aged 
twenty-one;  (2) Bathsheba, daughter  of  Israel  Owen  of  London, 
and  had  issue  two  sons  and  one  daughter.  He  was  an  original 
adventurer  in  the  Virginia  Company  1609  (as  was  his  father), 
and  one  of  the  King's  Council  for  that  Company  ;  Deputy 
Treasurer,  28  April  1619  to  22  May  1622  ;  arrested  by  the  Privy 
Council  1623.  F°r  his  brother  Nicholas  Ferrar,  M.P.,  see  the 
Dictionary  of  National  Biography.  John  Ferrour  was  buried 
among  his  brother's  Anglican  community  at  Little  Gidding, 
Hunts,  28  September  1657.  He  was  the  author  of  the  Memoirs 
of  his  brother  and  of  his  own  son,  Nicholas,  who  died  in  1640 
aged  twenty-one  years.  He  cannot  have  been  a  courtier,  but 
his  strong  Anglicanism  may  have  secured  his  double  return  in 
1621.2 


Parliament  of  1624-5.; 

Summoned  by  writs  issued  at  the  end  of  1623  to  meet  12 
February  1624  ;  held  one  session  ;  prorogued  29  May  1624  ; 


Charleton  Church  ;  bequeaths  £100  and  goods  to  his  wife  Elizabeth  ; 
mentions  a  recently  deceased  daughter  Cecily.  £10  each  to  his  uncle 
and  aunt  Sir  William  and  Anne  Forde  ;  £5  each  to  brother-in-law- 
Sir  William  Morley,  Mary  his  wife,  and  John  and  Margaret  Morley 
their  children.    Many  other  bequests.  (157  Goare.) 

1  Pari.  1626. 

2  Ex.  inf.  Pink  ;  Geneal.  XXVI.  N.S.  65  etseq. 
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dissolved  on  the  death  of  King  James  27  March  1625.  This 
Parliament  came  together  very  enthusiastic  to  support  Buck- 
ingham and  Prince  Charles  in  a  war  with  Spain.  Of  those 
elected  in  Staffordshire,  Vere,  Suckling,  Glemham  and  Woodford 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  places  for  which  they  sat,  and  must 
have  been  recommended  from  outside  ;  the  same  is  possibly 
true  of  Wingfield.  Dyott  and  Leveson  represented  the  Court 
Party.  Wingfield  is  a  partisan  of  Essex.  Sir  Simon  Weston  we 
know  to  have  been  an  ardent  puritan,  and  probably  Bowyer, 
Littleton  and  Craddock  were  also  of  that  persuasion. 

The  figures  for  the  poll  at  Newcastle  show  not  only  how 
close  were  the  corporations  at  this  period,  but  also  how  much 
they  were  widened  during  the  ensuing  fifty  years.  As  a  result 
of  the  election  and  petition  the  freemen  of  Newcastle  got  their 
wider  franchise  at  this  time. 

County  :     *Sir  William  Bowyer,  Kt   . .  (1) 

Sir  Edward  Littleton,  Kt   (2) 

elected  22  January  1624. 

Stafford  :    *Matthew  Craddock,  Esq   (3) 

*Richard  Dyott,  Esq.,  Recorder  of  Stafford  (4) 
elected  21  January  1624,  defeating  Sir 
William   Walter,  Kt.   (poll  not  re- 
corded) . 

22  March  1624  :  Petition  of  Sir  William 
Walter  against  Dyott ;  Resolved — 
election  void  owing  to  no  due  public 
warning  given.  New  writ  ordered 
(Commons  Journal). 

by-election  1  April  1624,  Craddock  and 
Dyott  both  re-elected. 

Newcastle  :  Sir  Edward  Vere,  Kt.         . .       . .        . .  (5) 

Richard  Leveson,  Esq.        . .       . .       . .  (6) 

elected  19  January  1624,  defeating  John 
Keeling,  who  petitioned. 
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Poll :  Leveson      . .  . .  26 

Vere  . .        . .       . .       . .  16 

Keeling1      . .        . .        . .  9 

9  April  1624:  Report  on  Petition  and 
Resolved — that  Richard  Leveson  was 
well  chosen,  but  election  void  as  to  Sir 
Edward  Vere  and  Keeling  ;  that  the 
custom  of  vesting  the  right  of  election 
of  the  Mayor,  two  bailiffs,  aldermen 
and  capital  burgesses  was  not  pre- 
scriptive, that  temp.  Edward  IV  all  the 
burgesses  had  the  right  of  election, 
and  that  a  new  election  must  be  held 
on  that  franchise.    New  Writ  ordered. 

by-election  28  April  1624  :  Charles  Glem- 

ham,  Esq   . .        . .        . .  (7) 

elected  by  the  Mayor,  2  Bailiffs,  7  Alder- 
men, 19  Capital  Burgesses,  103  Resi- 
dent Burgesses,  and  27  Non-Resident 
Burgesses,  whose  names  are  given  in 
the  Borough  Records.  John  Keeling 
contested  against  Glemham  and  again 
petitioned  against  the  return.  On 
28  May  1624  ne  was  ordered  to  proceed 
with  his  petition  the  next  Session  ; 
but  Parliament  was  prorogued  on 
28  May,  and  never  met  again. 

Lichfield  :    Sir  John  Suckling,  Kt.    (8) 

♦William  Wingfield,  Esq.      . .        . .        . .  (9) 

elected  22  January  1624. 
by-election,  New  Writ  16  March  1624, 
vice   Suckling,  preferred    to  sit  for 
Middlesex. 

Sir  Simon  Weston,  Kt.        . .       . .       . .  (10) 

elected  15  April  1624. 


1  John  Keeling  was  elected  for  Newcastle  in  1625  and  1626. 
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Tamworth  :  John  Woodford,  Esq. 

John  Wight  wick,  Esq. 
elected  22  January  1624. 


(11) 
(12) 


(1)  Sir  William  Bowyer,  Kt.    See  Pari.  1621-2. 

(2)  Sir  Edward  Littleton,  Kt.,  of  Pillatonhall,  M.P, 

Bishop's  Castle  1614,  Staffs  1624-5. 

Born  c.  1576  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  of  Sir  Edward  L.  of 
the  same,  M.P.1  (d.  161 1),  by  Margaret  (Devereux).  He 
matriculated  at  Balliol  College,  Oxford,  1  February  1594, 
aged  seventeen  ;  entered  Inner  Temple  1595  ;  sheriff  1613-4  ; 
knighted  at  Warwick,  22  August  1621  ;  J. P.  1604-29.  He 
married,  in  1598,  Mary,  third  daughter  of  Sir  Clement  Fisher  of 
Packington,  Warwickshire,  M.P.,  by  Mary,  daughter  of  Francis 
Repington  of  Amington  ;  and  he  died  July  1629,  being  buried 
at  Penkridge.  His  Will  was  proved  in  P.Q.C.  by  the  relict, 
Dame  Mary.2 

His  son3  was  an  influential  member  of  the  Country  Party, 
who  finally  went  over  to  the  King's  side  in  the  Civil  War. 

1  Pari.  1 604-1 1. 

2  Will  of  Sir  Edward  Littleton  of  Piletonhall,  Kt.,  dated 
1  June  1629  ;  proved  9  April  1630. 

He  is  to  be  buried  at  Penkridge,  religiously  with  no  pomp.  He  had 
had  four  sons  and  four  daughters.  Of  these  Sir  Edward  (the  heir) 
and  Lettice  and  Mary  were  married  and  provided  for. 

To  his  wife  Mary  lands,  furniture,  livestock,  and  a  house  he  had 
bought  at  Levedale  from  John  Anson.  To  his  heir  his  armour,  books, 
and  a  seal  ring  which  had  been  his  father's  ;  to  his  son  Fisher  the 
reversion  of  Shushions  Farm  on  death  of  testator's  uncle  Devereux 
Littleton,  and  till  then  lands  at  Hanbury  ;  to  son  William  lands  at 
Acton  Trussell ;  to  his  daughters  Anne  and  Margaret  ^1000  apiece. 
^40  is  to  be  settled  on  the  poor  of  Penkridge.  For  these  sums  his 
nephews  Salwey  and  Knightly  are  to  sell  Chestall  and  Draycott-in- 
the-Clay.  His  son  Walter  to  have  land  at  Chebsey  leased  from  William 
Anson. 

Remainder  to  wife,  and  she  executrix. 

Overseer  :  Brother-in-law  Humphrey  Salwey  of  Standford,  Wore. 
Witnesses  :   Hugh  Wrottesley,  John  Skrymsher,  Richard  Weston, 
Thomas  Littleton,  Edward  Smith,  Thomas  Weston.      (36  Scroope.) 

3  Pari.  1640. 
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The  connections  of  the  family  generally  were  of  the  puritan 
caste,  and  Littleton  probably  leaned  towards  that  side. 

(3)  Matthew  Craddock,  Esq.    See  Pari.  1621-2. 

(4)  (Sir)  Richard  Dyott  (Kt.).    See  Pari.  1621-2. 

(5)  Sir  Edward  Vere  Kt.,  M.P.  Newcastle  1624- April  1624. 
Mr.  Pink  writes  :  "  The  identity  of  this  knight  is  not 

absolutely  clear.  He  was  closely  akin  to  the  well-known  Lord 
Vere  of  Tilbury  and  served  under  him  in  the  Netherlands.  He 
was  knighted  with  Sir  John  Vere  at  Newmarket,  13  April 
1607,  both  knights  on  the  same  day  and  both  described  as 
'  of  Essex.'  Now  Sir  John  is  known  to  have  been  bastard 
son  of  John  Vere  of  Kirby  Hall,  Essex,  the  elder  brother  of 
Lord  Vere  of  Tilbury,  and  I  am  strongly  inclined  to  the  belief 
that  Sir  Edward  was  a  brother  of  Sir  John.  They  were  both 
young  men  and  served  in  the  Netherlands  under  their  uncle  ; 
and  both  died  in  the  Low  Countries — Sir  John  dying  a  natural 
death  in  1631  (Estate  administered  by  Robert,  ninth  Earl  of 
Oxford,  14  November  1631)  ;  while  Sir  Edward  was  mortally 
wounded  at  the  siege  of  Bois-le-Duc  (Heertogenbosche),  being 
buried  at  Bomonel,  18  August  1629.  Both  Lord  Vere  of 
Tilbury  and  the  Earl  of  Oxford  attended  his  funeral  as  that  of 
a  kinsman.1    Sir  Edward  seems  to  have  left  no  Will.2 

(6)  (Sir)   Richard   Leveson   (K.B.),   of  Trentham  and 

Lilleshull,  M.P.  Newcastle  1624-5,  Salop  1626, 
Newcastle  1640-November  1642. 

Born  1598  ;  second  but  eldest  surviving  son  of  Sir  John 
Leveson  of  Hailing,  Kent  (d.  December  1613),  by  his  second 


1  See  all  that  is  recorded  in  The  Fighting  Veres,  C.  R.  Markham. 

2  Why  the  footnote  in  the  Blue  Book  Return  of  Members  states 
that  Vere  was  succeeded  as  M.P.  by  Gleman,  "  probably  owing  to  his 
decease  in  1624,"  I  do  not  know.  The  new  writ  would  be  "  vice  Sir 
Edward  Vere,  whose  election  was  declared  void."  Leveson's  return 
was  good.  The  probability  is  that  Vere  did  not  again  contest,  being 
occupied  with  the  Low  Countries  War.  (Pink.) 
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wife  Christian,  third  daughter  of  Sir  Walter  Mildmay,  Kt., 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  His  distant  cousin,  Admiral 
Sir  Richard  Leveson,1  who  died  without  issue  in  1605,  adopted 
him  as  son  and  made  him  his  heir.  He  left  him  the  great 
property  of  Trentham  and  Lilleshull.  He  married  Catherine, 
eldest  daughter  of  Sir  Robert  Dudley  (alleged  legitimate  son 
of  Robert  Dudley,  Earl  of  Leicester)  by  his  wife  Alice,  eldest 
daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Leigh,  first  baronet  of  Stoneleigh, 
Warwickshire  (which  lady  was  created,  23  May  1644,  Duchess 
of  Dudley  for  life,  perhaps  in  connection  with  her  son-in-law's 
defence  of  that  place) . 

He  matriculated  at  Queen's  College,  Oxford,  30  May 
1617,  aged  nineteen;  J. P.  Salop  and  Staffordshire;  K.B. 
1  February  1625/6,  at  the  coronation  of  Charles  I.  In 
the  Long  Parliament  he  took  the  Protestation,  3  May  1641 ; 
and  was  one  of  the  Commissioners  for  Staffordshire  for 
the  Scandalous  Ministers  Act  1642.  He  declined  to  attend 
Parliament  in  June  1642  and  was  summoned  to  attend, 
6  August  1642,  in  connection  with  the  Commission  of  Array. 
In  September  he  and  his  fellow  justices,  Crompton,  Digby  and 
Sneyd,  declined  to  raise  troops  in  the  County  without  the  King's 
authority  ;  and  Leveson  joined  the  King  at  Oxford  and  was 
declared  delinquent  24  November  1642,  and  disabled  to  sit 
because  he  had  raised  forces  against  Parliament.  He  sat  in  the 
anti-Parliament  at  Oxford,  January  1644,  and  was  with  Prince 
Rupert  in  May  of  the  same  year.  From  November  1643  to 
May  1644  Colonel  Leveson  was  holding  Dudley  Castle  for  the 
King.  By  June  1644  Lord  Denbeigh  had  taken  Dudley,  and 
Leveson  himself  was  taken  prisoner  at  Nantwich  in  1645. 
He  petitioned  to  compound  for  his  estates,  26  November  1645  ; 
stating  that  he  had  lost  £24,000  in  value  and  was  £6000  in  debt ; 
fined  £9846,  to  be  abated  £3846  for  £380  a  year  and  six  Rectories 
and  tithes  to  be  settled  on  Ministers.  He  was  again  concerned 
in  the  second  Civil  War  and,  with  Lord  Aston,  was  summoned 


1  M.P.  Salop  1588-9,  1604-5. 
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to  answer  before  the  Council  in  1650.  At  last  his  pardon  was 
ordered  in  1652. 

He  died  without  issue,  2  June  1661,  and  was  buried  5  June 
1661  at  Lilleshull,  M.I.  His  widow,  Lady  Catherine,  died  25 
March,  and  was  buried  with  him  3  April  1674.  By  his  Will  he 
left  his  great  estates  to  his  great -nephew  Francis  Fowler  and 
his  issue  male,  in  default  thereof  to  his  great-nephew  William 
(Leveson)  Gower.1  Francis  Fowler,  who  took  the  name  of 
Leveson,  died  at  Lilleshull  in  1667,  and  his  only  son  Francis 
Leveson  died  a  minor  in  1668  ;  when  all  the  estates  passed  to 
William  Leveson  Gower.  It  is  strange  how  full  a  chapter  of 
accidents  created  the  Leveson  Gower  family  and  brought 
Trentham  to  that  House. 

(7)  (Sir)  Charles  Glemham  (Kt.),  M.P.  Aldeburgh  (Suffolk) 

1621-2,  Newcastle  April  1624-5,  Aldeburgh  1625. 

Born  1576/7  ;  second  son  of  Christopher  G.  of  Glemham, 
Suffolk,  by  Margaret,  daughter  of  Sir  Richard  Wentworth  of 
Nettlesteed,  Kent  or  Suffolk.  He  matriculated  at  Exeter 
College,  Oxford,  4  May  1593,  aged  16.  Captain  of  Sandown 
Castle  by  1622  ;  Gentleman  of  the  Privy  Chamber  and  Master 
of  the  Household  to  James  I ;  as  such,  knighted  at  Whitehall 
6  May  1625. 2  No  doubt  he  was  one  of  the  Court  Party,  and  he 
died  c.  May  1626. 3 

(8)  Sir  John  Suckling,  Kt.,  of  Whitton,  Middlesex,  M.P. 

Dunwich  1601,  Reigate  1614,  Middlesex,  Lichfield  and 
Hull,  preferring  Middlesex  1624-5,  Yarmouth  (I.  of  W.) 
1625.    Norwich  and  Sandwich,  preferring  Norwich  1626. 
Born  1569  ;  second  son  of  Robert  S.,  M.P.,  by  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  William  Cornwallis  of  Brome,  Suffolk.  Secry. 
to  Sir  Robert  Cecil  1602  ;  bought  Whitton  Park,  Twickenham, 
1606 ;  he  was  knighted  22  January  1616  ;  Comptroller  of 
the   Household  1622 ;    Privy    Councillor  1625 ;    and  died 


1  Pari.  1661770. 


2  Shaw,  Knights. 


Pink. 
1) 
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March  1627 — the  father  of  the  poet.1  His  Will,  dated 
30  September  1626,  proved  in  P.C.C.  11  May  1627,  shows 
that  he  was  born  at  Norwich,  had  his  chief  residence  at 
Whitton,  a  London  house  at  Dorset  Court,  Fleet  Street,  and 
lodgings  in  Whitehall.2 

(9)  William  Wingfield,  Esq.    See  Pari.  1614. 

(10)  Sir  .Simon  Weston,  Kt.  of  St.  John's,  Lichfield,  M.P. 

Lichfield,  April  1624-5,  Staffs  1625-6. 

Born  1563/4  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  of  James  Weston,  M.P.3 
(d.  1589).  One  of  his  sisters  married  Ralph  Floyer  of  Hintes, 
and  another  Edward  Mitt  on  of  Weston-under-Lizeard,  but 
his  own  career  is  a  mystery.  He  was  knighted  by  Essex  at 
Dublin  Castle  in  May  1599,  and  must  have  been  serving  under 
the  Earl  in  Ireland.  Then  he  was  involved  in  the  Earl's 
revolt  in  1601.  In  the  list  of  Essex  prisoners  he  is  enumerated 
as  "  not  yet  taken,"  and  he  seems  to  have  escaped.4  I  think 
he  was  also  a  friend  of  Robert  Cecil,  Earl  of  Salisbury,  the 
Prime  Minister  who  died  in  1612.  A  "  Doctor  Simon  Weston  " 
corresponds  with  the  Earl,5  invites  him  to  stop  at  his  house 
at  Lichfield  on  his  way  north  1607,  mentioning  his  sister,  the 
widow  of  a  Bishop  of  Ely  in  1609,  i.e.  Alice,  wife  of  Martin 
Heaton,  bishop  of  Ely.6 

Mr.  Pink  thinks  he  cannot  have  been  a  Doctor,  and  there  is 
no  graduate  of  that  name  at  Oxford  or  Cambridge,  though  he 
may  have  had  a  foreign  diploma.  He  was  Recorder  of  Lich- 
field, as  was  his  father  before  him  ;  sheriff  of  Staffordshire 
1610-1  ;  J. P.  1606-37.  He  died  in  1637  ;  Will  proved  29 
April  1639,  by  his  relict,  Dame  Mary. 


1  Diet.  Nat.  Biog.  But  he  was  not  "  promoted  to  be  Secretary  of 
State  in  March  1622  "  (Beaven) ;  Mr.  Pink,  quoting  S.P.Dom.,  shows 
clearly  that  he  never  got  this  post. 

2  P.C.C.  (55  Skynner).  3  Pari.  1584-5. 

4  Pink  ;  S.C.  V.  ii.  131,  215. 

5  Cal.  Pap.  Dom.  1607-12. 

6  Harwood,  Erdeswick,  facing  165. 
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That  he  was  a  fanatical  protestant  we  may  conclude  from 
an  account  of  his  examination,  29  July  1620  :  "he  said  in  his 
speech  in  the  County  Hall  at  Stafford,  when  urging  the  benevo- 
lence for  Bohemia,  that  Henry  III  and  Henry  IV  of  France  were 
murdered  by  Jesuits  and  that  there  are  some  living  who 
defend  the  gunpowder  plot ;  he  also  quoted  the  saying  of  a 
West  Indian  King  who,  on  being  told  that  the  Spaniards  go 
to  heaven,  hoped  that  when  he  died  he  would  go  to  hell." 
This  was  unpleasing  to  the  King,  who  was  then  trying  to  arrange 
the  Spanish  Match.  Sir  Simon  did  not  suffer.  In  1622  it  is 
he  and  Walter  Bagot  who  write  to  the  Council  as  of  authority 
in  Staffordshire,  that  they  have  seen  the  Council's  letter  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  Essex,  as  to  a  contribution  from  the  County, 
but  await  further  directions.  In  1625  ne  is  the  solitary 
Deputy  Lieutenant  for  the  county,  and  he  sat  for  the  county 
in  1625  and  1626.  Finally  we  learn  from  the  Domestic  Papers 
that  in  1632  his  only  daughter  Elizabeth  had  been  for  twenty 
years  unhappily  married  to  the  Earl  of  Londonderry,  and  he 
petitions  for  her  relief. 

He  married  Mary,  daughter  of  John  Lloyd  of  Carnarvon 
by  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  Pigot  of  Dodershall,  Bucks.1 
His  wife's  politics  may  be  judged  from  the  mention  of  her  in 
the  extract  given  under  Michael  Noble,  M.P.2 

(n)  John  Woodford,  M.P.  Bury  St.  Edmunds  1621-2, 
Tamworth  1624-5. 

There  was  a  John  W.  of  London,  gent.,  who  matriculated 
at  Balliol  College,  Oxford,  4  April  1600,  aged  15  ;  B.A.  from 
Christ  Church,  19  January  1604;  M.A.,  30  October  1606. 3 

From  1620  to  1623  John  Woodford  is  continually  writing 
from  Court  to  Sir  Francis  Nethersole,  our  ambassador  at  the 


1  Harwood,  Erdeswick,  facing  165. 

2  Pari.  1640-60. 

3  Pink.  There  was  also  another  John  W.  of  London,  gent., 
matriculated  at  Magdalen  Ha.,  23  June  1621,  aged  fifteen  ;  B.A. 
1623  ;  barrister-at-law.  Middle  Temple,  1632,  as  **  son  and  heir  of 
Robert  W.  of  St.  Michael's  Bannishaw  (Bassetshaw),  London,  gent." 

D  2 
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Court  of  the  Elector  Palatine.1  Of  course  he  was  anti-Spain  ; 
and,  after  acting  as  Nethersole's  agent,  he  seems  to  have  been 
recommended  to  the  Earl  of  Carlisle  and  to  have  become  his 
secretary.  Some  time  in  1624  ne  was  suPplymg  information 
from  France,  with  which  country  Carlisle  was  then  carrying 
on  negotiations.  Doubtless  this  Earl,  the  former  favourite 
James  Hay,  supplied  his  secretary  with  the  seat  at  Tamworth- — 
one  wonders  why. 

In  the  Tamworth  Parish  Register  I  find  many  Woodwards 
and  Woodshaws  but  no  Woodfords  ;  and  I  think  that  he  had 
no  connection  with  the  place.  Mr.  Pink  says:  "  There  were 
Woodfords  in  Leicester,  Northants  and  Bucks.  I  am  inclined 
to  think  that  he  was  connected  with  the  Woodfords  of  Old, 
Northants,  from  whom  descend  the  Woodfords  of  Carleby, 
Lines,  created  baronets  in  1791  in  the  person  of  the  well- 
known  Sir  Ralph  W.,  Ambassador  to  Denmark.  But  this  is 
pure  guess-work."2 

(12)  John  Wightwick  of  Farwell,  M.P.  Tamworth  1624-5. 

According  to  Mr.  Pink  he  was  born  c.  1565  and  was  the  third 
son  of  Humphrey  W.  of  Whightwick,  by  Margaret,  daughter 
and  coheiress  of  Richard  Jenks.  In  the  Visitation  of  Stafford- 
shire of  1614  this  man  is  described  as  "  one  of  the  clerkes  of  the 
Kinges  bench."3 

But  there  were  many  Whight wicks,  burgesses  of  Tamworth  ; 
they  abound  in  the  Parish  Register.  William  W.  was  Clerk 
or  Churchwarden  1557-99.  John,  son  of  William  Wyghtwick, 
was  born  3  May  1581  ;  Henry,  son  of  Mr.  William  Wightwicke, 
was  born  15  December  1588  ;  Mary,  wife  of  William  Wight- 
wicke, was  buried  12  October  1595.  On  the  whole  I  think  this 
is  a  more  likely  parentage  than  that  given  by  Mr.  Pink. 

There  is  no  doubt,  however,  as  to  how  he  got  his  seat  at 
Tamworth.    He  was  one  of  the  trustees  of  a  Ferrers  settlement 


1  Cal.  Pap.  Dom. 

2  See  also  pedigrees  in  Nieholl's  Leicestershire  II.  345,  376  ;  III.  24  ; 
also  Harl.  Soc.  Visitations  Leicestershire  1619. 

3  S.C.  V.  ii.  313- 
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in  1627,  and  Sir  John  Ferrers  of  Tamworth  Castle1  calls  him  s 
in  his  Will  "  my  well-beloved  friend."  It  will  be  this  John 
Wightwick  of  whom  Hurdman  writes,  c.  1640,  in  his  additions 
to  Erdeswick,  "  John  Whitwick  (a  younger  brother  of  the  house 
of  Dunstall)  bought  Farwell,  where  he  hath  built  a  very  neat 
house  of  brick  for  his  seat."2  Described  as  "of  the  Inner 
Temple,"  he  was  Exor.  and  trustee  of  Sir  Thomas  Puckering, 
M.P.  in  1634-7. 3  He  is  riot  the  John  W.  of  Shrewsbury  whose 
Will  was  proved  in  1639. 4 

Note  of  the  Borough  Electorates 
in  THE 

Sixteenth  and  Seventeenth  Centuries. 

The  1624  election  for  Newcastle,  in  which  the  Mayor,  two 
bailiffs  and  twenty-three  Chief  Burgesses  alone  took  part, 
raises  the  whole  question  of  the  electorates  of  the  Boroughs 
in  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  centuries.  There  are  signs 
of  the  same  narrow,  co-opted,  corporation  electorate  at  Tam- 
worth also  in  Elizabethan  times.  The  natural  method  of 
election  of  an  M.P.  would  be  exactly  similar  to  the  election  of 
a  Mayor  or  a  bailiff,  at  least  in  those  times  when  to  be  an  M.P. 
was  no  more  sought  after  by  outsiders  than  was  the  position 
of  Mayor.  One  conceives  naturally  that  the  Councillors 
would  elect,  and,  after  some  formal  ratification  by  public 
acclamation,  the  Mayor  would  make  the  Return.  Gradually 
the  consent  would  become  more  formal,  the  nominating  and 
electing  body  more  one. 

But  as  the  local  gentry  began  to  seek  election  this  method 
would  come  to  appear  less  pleasing  to  the  candidate.  Dinners 
to  the  Corporation  would  not  be  much  of  a  nuisance,  perhaps  ; 
but  Burgesses  from  the  Corporation  itself  sometimes  demanded 
one  of  the  seats  ;  the  gentleman-member  was  put  under  an 
obligation  which  irked  him  ;   the  tradesmen  with  whom  he 


1  Pari.  1586-7. 
5  See  Pari.  162 1-2. 


2  Shaw,  Staffs  I.  230. 
4  P.C.C.  (73  Harvey). 
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dealt,  the  common  folk  who  liked  his  beer,  were  perhaps  more 
reliable  supporters  than  a  few  Chief  Burgesses,  demanding 
deference  and  adopting  airs.  Also  there  was  the  corporate 
feeling  of  the  House  itself  that  the  members  should  represent 
the  commonalty  as  a  whole,  that  they  should  be  no  one's 
servants,  but  free  members  of  Parliament.  This  too  is  a  natural 
feeling  which  would  continue  to  affect  the  question  of  Borough 
electorates,  till  Party  came  in  and  Party  advantage  was  to  be 
gained  or  lost  by  widening  or  restricting  the  franchise. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  first  half  of  the  seventeenth 
century  saw  a  general  widening  of  the  franchise,  and  it  is 
surely  from  the  above-mentioned  causes  that  it  arose.  Election 
Petitions  came  before  the  House  with  some  frequency,  and  from 
the  decisions  of  the  House  hints  can  be  obtained  as  to  the  older 
methods  of  election  and  as  to  the  changes  of  the  moment. 

The  cases  recorded  are  as  follows  i1 

15  March  1624.  Chippenham.  "  others  besides  the  bailiff 
and  12  Burgesses  "  should  elect. 

9  April  1624.  Newcastle-under-Lyne.  Custom  :  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen  and  two  bailiffs  and  24  and  all  Common  Council- 
men  used  to  make  Return.  By  a  Charter  incorporated 
with  a  new  name  :  It  is  made  a  Constitution  that  the 
Mayor,  two  bailiffs  and  Chief  Burgesses  should  elect,  and 
they  have  so  elected.  The  original  prescriptive  right  of 
all  Burgesses  is,  however,  not  lost  and  is  to  be  restored. 

4  May  1624.  Amersham,  Wendover,  Marlow  and  Hert- 
ford are  to  have  Burgesses  in  Parliament.  The  House 
refuses  to  direct  who  shall  be  electors. 

21  May  1624.  Cirencester.  All  inhabitants  ought  to  have 
voice.  Resolved — that  no  consent  of  Parties  or  Competitors 
can  alter  the  legal  course  of  Election.  That  where  there 
is  no  custom  or  Charter  to  the  contrary,  the  election  is  to  be 
made  by  all  the  Householders.  Resolved — In  a  Borough, 
not  being  a  Corporation,  there  being  no  Free  Burgesses  nor 


1  Extracted  from  Parry's  Parliaments. 
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Charter,  nor  custom  for  Election,  the  election  is  to  be 
made  by  the  householders  and  not  only  by  Freeholders. 

28  March  1628.  Colchester.  "  Common  sort  of  Burgesses  " 
to  elect,  not  only  Bailiffs,  Aldermen  and  Common  Council 
of  42  ;  as  they  had  been  accustomed  to  do  since  Edward  IV. 

29  March  1628.  Lewes.  The  Election  to  be  made  by  the 
inhabitants,  not  by  the  two  Constables. 

10  April  1628.  Bridport.  Commonalty  in  general ;  not 
two  bailiffs  and  thirteen  Capital  Burgesses,  as  during  the  last 
forty  years.  The  words  in  the  Return  of  Edward  VI 
"  Assensum  Communitatis"  and,  later  "accordant,"  are 
held  to  prove  the  rights  of  the  community. 

7  May  1628.  Boston.  Resolved — that  the  election  of  Bur- 
gesses in  all  Boroughs  did  of  Common  Right  belong  to  the 
Commoners,  and  that  nothing  could  take  it  from  them  but 
a  Prescription  and  constant  usage  beyond  memory. 

31  May  1628.  Warwick.  The  Right  of  Election  belongs  to 
the  Commonalty — and  this  though  "  but  one  Commoner 
sues  for  his  Right." 

8  Dec.  1640.  New  Windsor.  Return  voided.  "  The  in- 
habitants have  all  generally  Right  to  election  of  Bur- 
gesses." 

3  Nov.  1641.  Gatton.  Burgesses  by  Common  Right  Jiave 
the  right,  and  the  prescription  in  favour  of  the  Freeholders 
dwelling  without  the  Borough  is  not  sufficiently  proved. 

16  May  1660.  Higham  Ferrers.  Burgesses  at  large  have 
the  Right. 

18  May  1660.  Great  Yarmouth.  Burgesses  at  large  are  to 
Elect. 

18  May  1660.  Hindon,  Wilts.  The  Freemen  in  general,  and 
not  only  such  as  pay  Scot  and  Lot  are  to  Elect. 

21  May  1660.  Chichester.  The  Commonalty  together  with 
the  Free  Citizens  have  Right  of  Election,  as  appears  by  a 
Return  of  21  Parliaments,  i.e.  back  to  1553. 
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23  May  1660.  Tavistock  and  Ludgershall,  Wilts.  The 
freeholders  and  inhabitants  at  large  have  Right  to  elect. 

23  May  1660.  Abingdon.  "  The  word  Burgesses  in  the 
Charter  extends  to  all  the  inhabitants  within  the  Borough." 

9  June  1660.  Plymouth.  The  Mayor  and  Commonalty  (not 
the  Mayor,  12  Aldermen  and  24  Burgesses)  have  the  Right. 

20  June  1660.  Truro.  The  Mayor  and  24  Freemen  have 
the  Right. 

21  June  1660.  Northampton.  The  Bailiffs,  Aldermen,  48 
Common  Councilmen,  together  with  the  Commonalty,  have 
Right. 

10  Dec.  1660.  Helstone.  The  Commons  resolve  by  92 
against  60  not  to  agree  with  the  Committee  that  the  Right  of 
Election  is  in  the  Mayor  and  inhabitants  at  large. 

20  May  1661.  Haslemere.  The  inhabitants  Freeholders  only 
have  voice  in  Elections. 

15  June  1661.     Wareham.    All  who  pay  Scot  and  Lot  have 

votes,  with  the  Mayor  and  Freeholders. 
15  June  1661.     Poole.    The  Outburgesses  have  equal  voices 

with  the  Burgesses. 

17  Dec.  1661.  Tavestock.  The  Freeholders  of  Inheritance 
only  have  voices. 

18  Dec.  1661.  St.  Ives.  The  Burgesses  at  large  (not  the 
Mayor,  and  12  Capital  Burgesses)  have  the  Right. 

18  Dec.  1661.   Preston.  All  the  inhabitants  (not  the  Mayor 

and  24  Burgesses  only)  have  the  Right. 
4  Feb.  1662.    Clitheroe.    Such  Freeholders  only  as  have 

estates  for  life  or  in  fee  (not  the  Freemen  at  large)  have  the 

Right. 

7  Feb.  1662.  Sudbury,  Suffolk.  The  Mayor,  6  Aldermen 
and  24  Burgesses  only  (not  the  Common  Burgesses  at 
large)  have  the  Right. 

26  Feb.  1662.  Ludlow.  All  resident  Common  Burgesses,  as 
well  as  12  Aldermen  and  25  of  the  Common  Council,  have 
the  Right. 

f 
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4  April  1662.  Haverford  West.  The  Inhabitants  paying 
Scot  and  Lot,  not  only  the  Mayor  and  Burgesses,  have 
the  Right. 

8  April  1663.  Northampton.  The  voices  do  not  belong  to 
the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  48  only. 

8  Feb.  1667.  Weymouth.  The  Mayor  and  Burgesses  (not 
the  Sheriff  and  others)  shall  have  Election. 

22  Nov.  1668.  Evesham.  The  Common  Burgesses  (not  the 
Mayor,  Aidermen  and  Chief  Burgesses  only)  have  the  Right. 

7  Dec.  1669.  Bridgewater.  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Capital  Burgesses  only,  total  24,  have  the  Right  alone. 

26  March  1670.  Tamworth.  The  Right  of  Election  is  in  the 
Bailiffs  and  24  Capital  Burgesses,  and  not  in  the  Populacy 
and  the  Burgesses  at  large. 

10  Feb.  1671.  Seaford.  The  bailiffs,  jurors  and  Freemen 
have  not  voices  alone  but  also  the  Populacy. 

15  May  1679.  Aldborough.  The  Inhabitants  paying  Scot 
and  Lot  only  have  Right  of  Election. 

27  May  1679.  Bewdley.  All  the  inhabitants  have  not  a 
Right  to  vote,  but  only  Capital  and  particular  Burgesses. 

10  June  1685.  Cricklade.  The  Right  of  Election  is  in  the 
Freeholders,  Copyholders,  and  Leaseholders  for  three  years. 

From  all  these  decisions  it  will  be  seen  that,  generally,  the 
wish  of  the  House  was  to  extend  the  franchise,  while  that  of  the 
Returning  Officers  was  to  restrict  it.  These  two  conflicting 
tendencies  must  have  gone  on  before  1600  as  after  that  date. 
But  before  1600  the  House  interfered  but  little.  Whence  we 
may  assume  that,  so  far  as  the  Mayor  and  Capital  Burgesses 
were  able,  the  franchise  was,  till  that  date,  being  constantly 
restricted  ;  and  that  in  1600  it  had  been  reduced  in  most 
boroughs  to  a  close  Corporation  dined  by  the  candidate  and 
each  having  a  "  pull  "  for  their  relations  for  such  "  jobs  "  as 
there  were  at  disposal. 

It  is  probable  that  the  Resolutions  of  24  May  1624  and  7 
May  1628,  coupled  with  a  rising  public  interest  in  politics. 
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revolutionised  the  electorates  throughout  all  the  Boroughs,  or 
at  least  all  the  Boroughs  in  Staffordshire  ;  and  that,  after  1661, 
reaction  again  set  in  towards  a  narrower  franchise  that  could 
be  controlled  against  the  agitations  of  the  numerous  political 

sectaries. 


CHARLES  I. 
27  March  1625. 

Parliament  0/1625. 

Summoned  to  meet  17  May  1625  ;l  held  two  sessions  ; 
dissolved  12  August  1625.  Annoyed  by  the  King's  French 
Catholic  marriage,  this  Parliament  was  against  Buckingham 
and  against  War.2    All  the  Staffordshire  M.P.'s  were  such  as 


1  On  4  July  and  subsequent  days  a  debate  took  place  which  throws 
light  on  polling  in  the  early  days.  The  Case  of  the  Knights  of  the  Shire 
for  Yorkshire.  Mr.  Glanvyle  :  If  the  Poll  was  demanded  before 
11  a.m.,  but  not  granted  before,  then  the  Poll  was  not  granted  at  all, 
because  the  time  for  Election  was  passed.  Sir  Thomas  W entworth  : 
The  sheriff  had  no  power  when  new  men  were  let  in  to  give  them 
oath,  whether  they  were  present  at  the  Election  or  not.  Mr.  Glan- 
vle  :  The  adjudication  in  the  case  of  Arundell  was,  that  so  many 
as  came  in  during  the  polling  had  right  of  voice.  So  in  the  case  of 
Gloucester.  Mr.  Cholmeley  :  Moves.  First,  whether  it  is  lawful  for 
the  sheriff  to  minister  an  Oath  to  those  who  shall  come  in  as  Electors 
after  11  a.m.  (Parry,  Parliaments  301-2.) 

If  a  simple  matter  like  this  "  presence  at  election  "  (i.e., 
nomination)  had  not  been  settled  by  1625,  then  county  contests, 
going  to  the  Poll,  must  have  been  rare  indeed. 

2  On  8  July  1625  Sir  John  Cooke  asked  for  a  subsidy;  "  those 
that  spoke  against  it  were  Mr.  Litleton  and  Sir  Ed.  Giles.  The  dispo- 
sition of  the  House  did  so  fully  appeare  that  Mr.  Sollicitor  took  care 
only  to  lay  it  aside  quietly." 

Again,  on  5  August  1625,  the  question  being  a  Conference  with 
the  Lords  on  Supply,  Sir  Symon  Weston  says  :  "  Causes  ought  to  be 
exprest  before  effects.  Let  us  first  desyer  to  know  our  enemy  before 
we  agree  to  contribute  to  a  warr.  If  ther  be  a  just  occasion,  he 
deserves  not  the  priviledge  of  a  subject  that  will  not  sacrifice  both  his 
estate  and  his  life  for  the  publicke.  We  have  amongst  us  enemies  to 
the  State.  Let  us  beginn  with  their  estates  who  use  their  meanes  to 
supply  forayne  Princes"  (i.e.,  Catholics).  (Camden  Soc,  1873,  pp, 
77-78.) 
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would  be  chosen  freely — except  Sir  Robert  Hatton.  If 
Buckingham  tried  to  "  make "  the  elections  he  was  quite 
unsuccessful. 

County  :      Sir  Simon  Weston,  Kt.  . .        . .        . .  (i) 

Richard  Erdeswick,  Esq   . .  (2) 

elected  5  May  1625. 

Stafford  :  *Matthew  Craddock,  Esq  (3) 

Sir  Robert  Hatton,  Kt  (4) 

by-election  4  July,  vice  Hatton,  preferred 
to  sit  for  Sandwich. 
Sir  John  Offley,  Kt  (5) 

Newcastle  :  Edward  Mainwaring,  Esq.     . .  •      . .       .  .  (6) 

John  Keeling,  Esq.     . .        . .        . .        . .  (7) 

elected  11  May  1625. 

Lichfield  :    Richard  Dyott,  Esq  (8) 

*William  Wingfield,  Esq.        . .        . .        . .  (9) 

Tarn  worth  :  Sir  Thomas  Puckering,  Kt.  and  Bart.        . .  (10) 
Sir  Richard  Skeffington,  Kt.  . .        . .  (ii) 

elected  13  May  1625. 

(1)  Sir  Simon  Weston,  Kt.    See  Pari.  1624-5. 

(2)  Richard  Erdeswick,  Esq.,  of  Sandon,  M.P.  Staffs  1625. 

Born  1594  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  of  Sampson  E.  of  the  same, 
the  antiquary  (d.  1603) 1  by  Mary,  daughter  and  heiress  of 
Francis  Neale  and  widow  of  Everard  Digby.  Admitted 
to  Lincoln's  Inn  19  May  1612.  This  last  scion  of  a  famous 
family  is  to  be  found  in  1627  obtaining  protection  for  one 
year  from  being  sued  for  debt.  In  1629  he  is  to  be 
prevented  from  flying  the  country  for  debt  ;2  and  he  sold 
Sandon  to  his  relations  of  the  half  blood,  the  Digbys.  Chet- 
wynd  tells  us  that  he  married  a  daughter  of  one  Orwell  and 
had  at  least  one  son  Sampson  who  died  unmarried  in  1654. 


1  Geneal.  XV.  N.S.  260. 


2  Cal.  Pap.  Dom. 
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Richard  Erdeswick  vanished  from  Staffordshire,  and  all  record 
of  him  is  lost.1  One  may  suggest  that  he  arranged  to  be 
elected  M.P.  in  order  to  escape  imprisonment  for  debt. 

(3)  Matthew  Craddock,  Esq.    See  Pari.  1621-2. 

(4)  Sir  Robert  Hatton,  Kt.,  of  Bishopsbourne,  Kent,  and 

of  Clinton  and  Oakington,  Cambridgeshire,  M.P. 
Queenborough  1614,  Sandwich  1621  till  void  22  March 
1621.  Sandwich  1624-5,  Stafford  and  Sandwich,  pre- 
ferring Sandwich  1624-5,  Castle  Rising  1640-2. 
Second  son  of  John  H.  of  Long  Stanton,  Cambridgeshire, 
by  Jane,  daughter  of  Robert  Shute,  a  Baron  of  the  Exchequer 
and  Justice  of   the  Common  Pleas  ;  and  next  brother  to 
Sir  Christopher  H.,  Kt.,  of  Kirby  (d.  1619).    He  was  admitted 
to   Gray's  Inn,  2  February    1602  ;  knighted  at  Whithall, 
12  March  1617.     In  the  Long  Parliament  he  was  a  strong 
Royalist,  and  was  disabled  in  1642  for  being  active  on  the 
Commission  of  Array  ;  he  sat  in  the  King's  anti-Parliament  at 
Oxford,  January  1644  ;  compounded  with  a  fine  of  £1000  and 
afterwards  his  whole  estate  was  ordered  to  be  sold.    He  died 
10  January  1653  and  was  buried  at  Bishopsbourne.  He  married 
Mary,  daughter  of  Sir  Robert  Leigh  of  Baguley,  Cheshire  ;  she 
died  5  June  1656  and  was  buried  with  him.   His  only  son 
Robert,  a  Colonel  in  the  Parliamentary  Army,  died  in  1658 
without  surviving  issue.2 

(5)  Sir  John  Offley,  Kt.,  of  Thistleworth,  Middlesex, 

and  of  Madeley,  M.P.  Stafford  1625,  1626. 
Born  1586  ;  eldest  surviving  son  and  heir  of  Henry  O.  of 
Madeley  (1536-1613),  by  Mary,  daughter  of  Sir  John  White, 

1  For  the  end  of  this  great  family  I  refer  to  the  Betley  Parish 
Registers.  Sampson  Erdeswick  of  Thornhall,  gent.,  buried  8  June 
1695  >  Dorothy  Erdeswick  of  Heley,  buried  19  April  1698  ;  Edward, 
son  of  Sampson  Erdeswick,  buried  20  September  1700  ;  Sampson, 
son  of  Sampson  Erdeswick,  buried  6  July  1703  ;  Matthew  Erdeswick 
of  Audley  parish,  buried  14  November  1705  ;  and  finally  Sampson, 
son  of  Sampson  Eswigg,  buried  21  March  1747 — at  last  labourers  at 
Betley,  and  all  buried,  even  the  name. 

2  Ex.  inf.  Pink. 
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Lord  Mayor  of  London  and  a  Gentleman  of  the  Bedchamber  to 
James  I.  He  was  knighted  at  Theobalds,  25  April  161 5  ; 
sheriff  1616-7  ;  J. P.  and  D.L.,  but  struck  off  the  Commission 
in  1632. 1  He  was  one  of  the  new  capitalists  and  is  the  ancestor 
of  the  present  Marquess  of  Crewe.  He  married,  1605,  Anne, 
daughter  of  Nicholas  Fuller  of  Chambre  House,  Berks,  M.P. ; 
she  predeceased  him.  His  Will  describes  a  pompous,  objection- 
able person  determined  on  his  own  way.2   The  disobedient  son 


1  5.C.  1912,  330. 

2  Will  of  Sir  John  Offley  of  Madeley,  Kt.,  dated  4  October 
1645  ;  proved  in  P.C.C.  (156  Rivers)  11  December  1645,  by  the  son 
and  heir  John. 

To  be  buried  in  Madeley  Chancel,  with  pomp  as  befits  his  estate  ; 
£500  to  be  spent  on  the  affair  ;  details  as  to  the  procession  and  robes, 
effigy  and  arms. 

Madeley  Manor  had  been  settled  in  June  1641  on  his  son  John  ; 
he  mentions  also  his  lands  at  Elkstone. 

To  his  daughter  Lady  Elizabeth  Jenney  for  her  son  Offley  Jenney 
as  an  heirloom  a  "  jewell  done  all  in  gold  and  enamelled  wherein  there 
is  a  Caule  that  covered  my  face  and  shoulders  when  I  first  came  into 
the  world." 

To  son  John  his  apparel,  books,  etc.,  and  the  spout  pott  and  jugg 
of  silver  which  were  given  to  his  mother  by  her  father  Nicholas 
Fuller,  Esq. 

To  his  godson  John  Wagstaffe  £10  ;  gifts  to  sister  Bulkeley  and 
her  daughter  Anne  Bulkley. 

The  chancel  of  Madeley  Church  to  be  finished,  and  ^500  to  be 
spent  on  a  monument  to  himself  "  in  the  richest  manner." 

Two  school  houses  to  be  built  at  Madeley,  one  for  boys,  one  for 
girls,  where  Latin  is  to  be  taught ;  gives  the  sizes,  height ;  £120  to 
be  spent  on  furnishing  them  ;  ^30  p. a.  for  a  master,  ^20  for  a  mistress, 
and  £10  for  an  usher  ;  the  schooling  to  be  free  for  the  children  of 
Madeley  and  Mucclestone.  Also,  out  of  his  lands  at  Hackney  and 
Stepney,  ten  almshouses  are  to  be  built  at  Madeley,  with  raiment 
and  pensions,  £45  p. a. 

To  Elizabeth  demons,"  my  father's  second  wife,"  £100  a  year. 

To  Ann,  wife  of  John  Cotton,  £2,  ;  small  bequests  to  Robert  Heath 
of  the  Hayhouse  and  to  John  Sidway. 

100  m.  a  year  to  trustees,  Sir  Richard  Dyott  of  Lichfield,  Edward 
Mainwaring  of  Whitmore  the  younger,  Anthony  and  Richard  Dyott, 
sons  of  Sir  Richard,  for  the  benefit  of  Elizabeth  Jenney. 

Exors.  :   John  Offley  and  Offley  Jenney  (still  an  infant). 
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and  heir  John  had  married  Dorothy,  daughter  of  Sir  John 
Lidcott,  of  Moulsey,  Surrey. 

(6)  Edward  Mainwaring.    See  Pari.  1601. 

(7)  John  Keeling  of  Hackney,  M.P.  Newcastle  1624  till 

void,  9  April  1624,  Newcastle  1625,  1626.  (Contested 
two  previous  elections.) 

Born  1576  ;  second  son  of  Thomas  K.  of  Newcastle,  alder- 
man, by  Thomazina,  daughter  of  Robert  Sidway  of  Stonilow. 
He  matriculated  at  Brasenose  College,  Oxford,  23  November 
I593»  aged  17 ;  B.A.  from  St.  Mary  Hall,  14  December  1599  ; 
M.A.  1621  ;  admitted  to  the  Inner  Temple  1609  '>  called  to  the 
Bar  1618  ;  Crown  Attorney  of  the  King's  Bench.  He  married 
Elizabeth,  third  daughter  of  William  Crooke  of  Studley, 
Bucks,  and  died  at  Hackney  in  1649.  His  Will  was  proved 
in  P.C.C.1     His  widow  died  1651  ;  the  D.N.B.  and  Foss, 


Overseers  :  My  cousin  Edward  Mainwaring,  gent.,  Nataniell  Boyle, 
parson  of  Mucclestone,  Roger  Fowke  of  Pelsall. 

John  Jackson,  the  parson  of  Madeley,  to  have  nothing  to  do  with 
his  affairs.  Sir  John  Backhouse,  John  Weld,  Edward  Mainwaring  the 
younger,  each  to  have  ^30. 

Codicil  .  .  .  "  my  disobedient  sonne  John  Offley  whoe 
behaved  himselfe  undutifull  towards  mee  and  withall  married  without 
my  likeing  .  .  .  whoe  as  yet  hath  had  nothinge  (to  my  knowledge) 
with  his  wife,  whereas  I  might  have  had  in  porcon  with  a  wife  for  him 
£7000  or  ^8000  which  he  by  his  unfortunate  match  hath  lost  mee  and 
himselfe  too  "  .  .  .  yet  if  even  now  his  son  can  extract  from  his 
father-in-law  a  beggarly  /1000,  then  the  Testator  cancels  the  alms- 
houses and  leaves  the  London  lands  to  his  undutiful  son.  He  con- 
cludes by  referring  to  the  wealth  that  Henry  Omey  his  father  had 
left,  and  how  he  had  added  to  it,  and  mentions  a  daughter  Katherine 
Willis. 

1  Will  of  John  Keling,  dated  19  August  1633  ;  proved  22  June 
1649  by  Moses  Kelyng,  natural  son  of  deceased,  power  reserved  for 
Elizabeth  the  relict  and  son  Thomas. 

To  be  buried  in  the  Temple  Church  near  his  wife's  uncle,  Mr.  Henry 
Crooke,  and  he  settles  land  at  Blurton  for  a  lectureship  in  the  chapel. 
His  wife  is  to  sell  his  house  in  Salisbury  Court  or  in  Birchin  Lane  to 
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Judges,  call  him  father  of  Sir  John  Keeling,  Chief  Justice  of 
the  King's  Bench  1665,  but  Mr.  Pink  thinks  it  very  doubtful, 
as  the  Will  is  against  the  supposition,  and  the  Harleian 
Society's  Staffordshire  Pedigree  disproves  the  statement.  He 
had  a  grant  of  Arms  in  1632. 1 

(8)  (Sir)  Richard  Dyott  (Kt.).    See  Pari.  1621-2. 

(9)  William  Wingfield,  Esq.    See  Pari.  1614. 

(10)  Sir  Thomas  Puckering,  Kt.  and  Bart.    See  Pari. 

1621-2. 

(n)  Sir  Richard  Skeffington,  Kt.,  of  Coventry,  M.P. 
Tarn  worth  1625,  Staffs,  August  1 646-1 647. 

Born  c.  1590  ;  second  son  of  Sir  William  S.  of  Fisherwick, 
first  baronet  (d.  1635),  by  Elizabeth  (d.  1634),  daughter  of 
Richard  Deering  of  Pluckley,  Kent.  He  married  by  1627, 
Anne  (d.  1637,  aged  twenty-nine),  daughter  of  Sir  John  Newdi- 
gate,  of  Arbury,  Warw.  ;2  and  he  is  usually  called  "  of 
Coventry."  He  was  a  puritan  and  a  Parliamentary  leader  in 
the  War.  Commissioner  for  Staffordshire  and  Warwickshire 
under  the  Scandalous  Ministers  Act  of  1642 ;  an  Assessment 
and  Sequestration  Commissioner  for  Staffordshire  1643  ;3  one 
of  the  Commissioners  for  Warwick  on  the  Warwickshire  Asso- 
ciation 1643  ;  added  to  the  Staffordshire  bench  after  Naseby 


pay  his  debts  and  legacies.  Residue  to  wife  for  life  and  she  to  educate 
his  two  sons  ;  remainder  to  son  Thomas. 

Exors.  :   His  wife  and  his  two  sons  (unnamed). 

Overseers  :  His  brothers  Mr.  Alexander  Crooke  and  Mr.  Richard 
Dames  and  Mr.  Francis  Crooke. 

By  a  codicil,  dated  14  September  1633,  he  leaves  plate  and  jewels 
to  his  wife,  ^5  a  year  to  his  brother  Edward  K.,  and  provision  for  the 
widow  Williams  now  in  Sion  almshouse.  (95  Fairfax.) 

1  Geneal.  XIX.  N.S.  295. 

2  Shaw,  Staffs.  I.  366. 

3  The  Commissioners  appointed  10  May  1643  to  expedite  the 
collection  of  the  taxes  were  :  Sir  Walter  Wrottesley,  Sir  Edward  Little- 
ton, Sir  Richard  Skeffington,  Richard  Pyott,  Michael  Biddulph,  Edward 
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in  1645  in  company  with  seven  other  officers  ;  subscribed  to 
the  League  and  covenant  9  Dec.  1646.  He  was  knighted  at 
Bastwell  Hall,  Warwick,  24  August  1624,  and  died  2  June 
1647  at  Broxbourne,  Herts  ;*  his  epitaph  states :  "  who, 
having  spent  his  youth  in  the  study  of  the  liberal  arts,  and 
being  remarkable  for  that  piety  which  is  also  peaceable,  was 
in  a  time  that  needed  chose  to  serve  for  the  county  of 
Stafford."2 

Sir  Richards  elder  brother  was  Sir  John  S  ,  M.P.3  Sir 
Richard's  eldest  son,  another  Sir  John  S.,  succeeded  as  fourth 
baronet  in  1652,  married  Lord  Massarene's  daughter  in  1654, 
and  succeeded  as  Viscount  Massarene  in  1665.  His  English 
estates  were  worth  about  £800  a  year.  Michael  Biddulph, 
M.P.,4  Sir  William  Bowyer,  Kt.,  M.P.,5  Richard  Pyott  of 
Streethey  and  Edward  Mitton  of  Weston,  all  roundheads,  had 
married  his  sisters. 


Mainwaring,  Matthew  Morton,  John  Birch,  Ralph  Rudyard,  Michael 
Lowe,  and  Edward  Leigh  of  Rushall.  Michael  Noble  was  a  like 
Commissioner  for  Lichfield.    (Harwood,  Erdeswick  xii.) 

1  Will  of  Sir  Richard  Skevington  of  Coventry,  Kt.,  dated 
27  April  1647  ;  proved  by  Richard  Newdigate  and  Richard  Pyott 
7  October  1650  in  P.C.C. 

He  is  sick,  desires  to  be  buried  anywhere  without  pomp.  Daughters 
Elizabeth  and  Mary  to  have  ^1000  each  charged  on  Earlshall,  Suffolk, 
and  his  house  in  Coventry  ;  Mary  to  have  the  pearl  necklace  that  was 
"  my  daughter  Anne's."  Son  and  heir  John  to  have  £20  a  year  till 
eighteen  and  then  larger  allowance  ;  sons  Richard  and  William  to  have 
Syerscote  for  life  and  to  take  to  some  honest  calling.  His  exors.  and 
trustees  to  sell  land  to  provide  for  the  education  of  the  sons  and 
daughters. 

Exors.  :  His  brothers  Richard  Newdigate  of  Gray's  Inn,  Richard 
Pyott  of  Strethay,  and  John  Bayle  of  Hodsdon,  Herts. 

Overseers  :  His  brothers  Sir  William  Brereton,  Bart.,  and  Michael 
Biddulph  of  Elmhurst,  and  cousin  John  Swynfen  of  Swynfen. 

By  a  codicil  he  leaves  Jane  Weightman,  servant,  ^5  a  year  and  £20  ; 
Thomas  Collett,  late  servant  of  Sir  William  Bowyer,  ^14  from  money 
due  from  Sir  Charles  Adderley.  (160  Pembroke.) 

2  Shaw,  Staffs.  I.  372.  3  Pari.  1626. 

4  Pari.  1640-53.  5  Pari.  162 1-2. 

E 


50  STAFFORDSHIRE  MEMBERS  OF  PARLIAMENT. 


Parliament  of  1626. 

Summoned  to  meet  11  February  1626,  dissolved  15  June 
1626.  This  Parliament  impeached  Buckingham  and  refused 
to  pass  the  forced  loan  for  the  War.  The  only  outsider  to  sit 
for  a  Staffordshire  constituency  was  the  youthful  Bulstrode 
Whitelock,  and  he  can  hardly  have  been  elected  for  Stafford 
as  the  result  of  Court  influence.  But  Dyott  was  of  the  Court 
party.1 

County  :       *Sir  Simon  Weston,  Kt.        . .        . .        . .  (1) 

Sir  William  Bowyer,  Kt.     . .        . .        . .  (2) 

elected  19  January  1626. 

Stafford  :      *Sir  John  Offley,  Kt  (3) 

Bulstrode  Whitelock,  Esq.  . .        . .        . .  (4) 

elected  23  January  1626. 

Newcastle  :     Sir  John  Skefhngton,  Kt.     . .        . .        . .  (5) 

*John  Keeling,  Esq.  . .        . .        . .  (6) 

elected  23  January  1626. 

Lichlield  :    *Richard  Dyott,  Esq  (7) 

*Wilham  Wingfield,  Esq  (8) 

elected  c.  January  1626. 

Tain  worth  :  *Sir  Thomas  Puckering,  Kt.  and  Bart.       . .  (9) 
Sir  Walter  Devereux,  Kt.     . .        . .        . ,  (10) 

elected  20  January.  1626. 

(1)  Sir  Simon  Weston,  Kt.    See  Pari.  1624-5. 

(2)  Sir  William  Bowyer,  Kt.    See  Pari.  1621-2. 


(3)  Sir  John  Offley,  Kt.    See  Pari.  1625. 


1  9  May  1626.  "  Upon  some  words  spoken  by  Mr.  Dyett  it  is 
Resolved,  upon  Question,  '  The  words  have  given  just  offence  to  the 
House,  and  that  he  be  sequestered  during  its  pleasure.'" 

(Parry,  Parliaments,  310.) 
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(4)  (Sir)  Bulstrode  Whitelock  (Kt.),  M.P.  Stafford  1626, 
Marlow  1640-53,  Co.  Bucks  and  Oxford  City  and 
Bedford,  preferring  Bucks  1654-5,  Co.  Bucks  1656-8. 
Born  6  August  1605  ;  son  and  heir  of  Sir  James  W.  (d. 
1632),  by  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Edward  Bulstrode  of  Hedger- 
ley,  Bucks.  He  was  called  to  the  bar  at  the  Middle  Temple 
1626,  and  represented  Stafford  in  the  same  year,  being  then 
under  age.  One  of  the  twenty  lay  members  of  the  West- 
minster Assembly,  12  June  1643  ;  attorney  for  the  Duchy  of 
Lancaster  1644 ;  Commissioner  of  the  Admiralty,  January 
1645  ;  one  of  the  three  Commissioners  of  the  Great  Seal, 
15  March  1648  ;  serjeant-at-law,  October  1648  ;  on  the  Council 
of  State  1649-53,  although  he  disapproved  of  the  King's 
execution.  When  Cromwell  dissolved  the  Long  Parliament  he 
particularly  attacked  Whitelock,  but  a  few  months  later  he 
sent  him  as  Ambassador  to  Sweden,  14  September  1653.  He 
was  First  Commissioner  of  the  Great  Seal  14  July  1654  t° 
6  June  1655  \  Commissioner  of  the  Treasury  July  1655 ;  knighted 
by  Cromwell  1655  ;  Speaker  pro  tern.  September  1656 ;  one 
of  Cromwell's  House  of  Lords  as  Lord  Whitelocke,  June  1657  J 
First  Commissioner  of  the  Great  Seal  to  the  Protector  Richard 
Cromwell,  22  January  to  14  May  1659.  He  returned  with  the 
Rump  Parliament  in  May  1659,  and  was  on  their  Council  of 
State  ;  was  one  of  the  Wallingford  House  Committee  of  Safety, 
25  October  1659  >  s°le  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal,  1  Novem- 
ber 1659  till  the  Restoration,  when  he  retired  to  his  seat  at 
Chilton  Park,  Wilts,  dying  there  28  July  1676. 1  Both 
parties  speak  well  of  him.2 


1  Mr.  Pink,  on  review  of  the  evidence,  believes  this  date  of  death 
to  be  the  most  probable,  but  Foss,  Judges,  says  28  January  1676,  and  so 
also  Foster,  Alumni,  and  Cooper,  Biog.  Diet.;  while  D.N.B.  and 
Mr.  Beaven  hold  to  28  July  1675.  Musgrave's  Obits  (Harl.  Soc.) 
contains  two  entries,  one  1  July  1675,  aged  71,  the  other  28  July  1676, 
aged  71. 

3  Diet.  Nat.  Biog. 

E  2 
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(5)  Sir  John  Skeffington,  Kt.  (and  Bart.),  of  Fisherwick, 
M.P.  Newcastle  1626. 
Born  c.  1580  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  of  Sir  William  S.  of  the 
same  (first  baronet,  cr.  1627  ;  d.  1635),  by  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  Richard  Deering  of  Pluckley,  Kent.    He  married  at  St. 
Michael's,  Lichfield,   8  January  1614,  Ursula   (1 594-1658), 
sister  and  coheiress  of  Sir  William  Skeffington  of  Skeffington, 
Leicestershire.    He  was  knighted  v. p.,  19  August  1624  >  suc_ 
ceeded  as  second  baronet  16  Sept.  1635  ;  was  sheriff  1637-8 ;  a 
gentleman  of  the  Privy  Chamber  1639.    The  King  added  him 
to  the  Staffordshire  bench  when  he  set  up  the  Royal  Standard 
at  Nottingham  1642. 1    He  was  a  Royalist  and  compounded 
for  his  estates,  4  March  1650  ;    he  was  fined  one-sixth, 
£1132  12s.  od.,  afterwards  reduced  to  £961  18s.  8d.    He  died 
19  November  1651,  and  was  buried  at  Skeffington  Church, 
being  succeeded  by  his  son  John.    Sir  Richard  S.,  his  younger 
brother,  was  also  M.P.2 

(6)  John  Keeling,  Esq.    See  Pari.  1625. 

(7)  (Sir)  Richard  Dyott  (Kt.).    See  Pari.  1621-2. 

(8)  William  Wingfield,  Esq.    See  Pari.  1614. 

(9)  Sir  Thomas  Puckering,  Kt.  and  Bart.    See  Pari.  1621-2. 

(10)  Sir  Walter  Devereux,  Kt.,  M.P.  Pembroke  1614, 

1624-5,  Tamworth  1626,  1628-9,  Lichfield  1640,  1640-1. 

Born  1591.  Bastard  son  of  the  great  Earl  of  Essex.  He 
was  brought  up  by  his  grandmother,  Lettice,  Lady  Leicester, 
who  arranged  in  1608  for  him  to  marry  "  Lady  Stallenge's 
daughter"  and  he  was  a  courtier  in  1613.3  Lady  Leicester 
lived  at  Drayton  Bassett  and  had  the  usual  Drayton  control 
over  Tamworth. 

Sir  Walter  matriculated  at  Queen's  College,  Oxford,  16 
November  1604,  aged  thirteen  ;  he  was  knighted  at  Ashby- 
de-la-Zouche,  2  September  1617.4  He  was  on  the  Ship- 
money  Committee  5  December  1640,  and  named  one  of  the 


1  S.C.  1912,  332.  2  Pari.  1625.  3  Cal.  Pap.  Dom. 

4  Shaw,  Knights. 
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Commissioners  for  Staffordshire  in  the  Scandalous  Ministers 
Act,  but  was  then  dead.  He  died  about  July  1641.  He  was 
of  course  a  Parliament  man  like  his  half-brother  the  Earl.1 


Parliament  0/1628-9. 

Summoned  to  meet  17  March  1628  ;  held  two  sessions  ; 
dissolved  10  March  1629.  This  is  the  Puritan  Parliament 
which  passed  the  Petition  of  Right.  Rush  worth  says  :2 
"  As  fast  as  Writs  came  to  the  Counties  and  Boroughs  to  choose 
Members  for  Parliament,  those  gentlemen  who  suffered  for  the 
Loan  were  chiefly  in  the  people's  eyes  to  be  elected  to  serve  for 
them  in  the  ensuing  Parliament,  to  present  their  grievances, 
and  to  assert  their  liberties.3  It  will  be  remembered  that 
when  the  King  wished  to  dissolve  this  Parliament  the  members 
locked  the  doors  against  "  Black  Rod,"  and  Long  and  Valentine 
held  the  Speaker  in  the  Chair  while  they  passed  through  the 
Remonstrance — Long  remarking  in  modern  diction — "  What 
ho,  Mr.  Speaker,"  as  he  held  him  down. 

Although  it  is  known  as  the  Puritan  Parliament,  it  was,  so 
far  as  Staffordshire  was  concerned,  less  puritan  than  its  pre- 
decessor. Bagot,  Cotton  and  Walter  were  as  stalwart  cavaliers 
as  any  ever  sent  to  Westminster  by  the  county.  But  if  we 
except  Walter  there  was  really  no  member  from  Staffordshire 
to  this  Parliament  who  was  not  recommended  by  a  local 
connection.  Robert  Carey,  Earl  of  Monmouth,  had  replaced 
Essex  as  Lord  Lieutenant  in  1627,  doubtless  for  the  purpose  of 
this  election  ;  but  Essex  was  restored  19  December  1628. 


1  Pink. 

2  Rushworth,  I.  476. 

3  There  was  a  poll  for  the  county  of  York,  for  on  complaint  it  was 
resolved  by  the  House  "  That  if  an  Elector  or  Freeholder  being,  by 
the  sheriff,  upon  the  Poll,  demanded  his  name,  shall  refuse  it,  he  is 
not  disabled  to  be  an  Elector."  The  reason  given  being  "  as  notice 
might  be  taken  of  them  to  their  Prejudice."    (Parry,  Parlts.  317.) 
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(I) 
(2) 

(3) 
(4) 

(5) 
(6) 


County  :       Sir  Harvey  Bagot,  Bart. 

Thomas  Crompton,  Esq.1  .. 
elected  14  February  1628. 

Stafford  :      Matthew  Craddock,  Esq. 

William  Wingfield,  Esq. 
elected  21  February  1628. 

Newcastle  :  Sir  George  Gresley,  Bart.2 
Sir  Rowland  Cotton,  Kt. 
elected  23  February  1628. 

Lichfield  :     Sir  William  Walter,  Kt   (7) 

Richard  Dyott,  Esq.    (8) 

elected  14  February  1628. 

Tarn  worth  :  Sir  Thomas  Puckering,  Kt.  and  Bart.     . .  (9) 
Sir  Walter  Devereux,  Kt.    . .        . .        . .  (10) 

elected  16  February  1628. 

(1)  Sir  Harvey  Bagot,  Bart.,  of  Blithfield,  M.P.  Staffs 
1628-9,  April  1641  to  24  November  1642  when  disabled. 
Born  1591  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  to  Walter  B.  of  the  same 
(d.  1623),  by  Elizabeth  (d.  1638),  daughter  of  Roger  Cave  of 
Stanford,  Northants,  by  Elizabeth,  sister  of  William  Cecil, 
Lord  Burleigh.  He  matriculated  at  Trinity  College,  Oxford, 
18  November  1608  ;  sheriff  1626-7  ;  created  baronet  20  March 
1627  and  knighted  on  the  same  day.  In  the  Long  Parliament 
he  took  the  Protestation,  May  1641,  but  was  an  energetic 
Royalist.  He  was  Royalist  Sheriff  1642-3  ;  Commissioner 
for  Staffordshire  in  the  Scandalous  Ministers  Act  1642  ;  dis- 
abled to  sit,  24  November  1642,  for  raising  forces  against 
Parliament.    He  sat  in  the  King's  anti-Parliament  at  Oxford, 


1  "  The  High  Constables  of  the  Hundreds  are  to  bring  in  the 
freeholders  to  the  county  town,  and  to  entreat  them  to  attend  and 
give  their  voices  for  such  gentlemen  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  by  the 
more  part  of  the  magistrates." 

2  Gresley  was  admitted  a  burgess  of  Newcastle  only  on  3  March. 
(Borough  Records.) 
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January  1644.  He  was  too  old  to  fight,  but  was  shut  up  in  the 
Lichfield  garrison  and  surrendered  there  on  16  July  1646. 
He  petitioned  to  compound,  10  September  1646  (stating  that 
while  he  had  resided  in  the  enemy's  garrison,  he  had  never 
borne  arms  or  assisted  in  the  wars).  He  was  fined  29  April 
1647  at  two-thirds,  £1340,  subsequently  reduced  to  one-third  or 
£1004  13s.  od.  He  was  imprisoned  in  1659  m  connection  with  the 
Booth  rising,  but  liberated  on  bail  by  the  Rump  Parliament. 

He  married  (1)  c.  1616  Katherine,  daughter  of  Humphrey 
Adderley  of  Weddington,  Co.  Warwick;  she  died  16  February 
1622,  and  he  then  married  (2)  Anne,  daughter  of  Sir  Clement 
Fisher  of  Packington,  Warwickshire,  M.P.,  and  widow  of  Sir 
Thomas  Dilke  of  Maxtoke,  Warwick.  He  died  27  December 
1660,  aged  69,  being  succeeded  by  his  son,  Sir  Edward  B,, 
second  Baronet,  M.P.1 

(2)  Thomas  Crompton.    See  Pari.  1614. 

(3)  Matthew  Craddock.    See  Pari.  1621-2. 

(4)  William  Wingfield.    See  Pari.  1614. 

(5)  Sir  George  Gresley,  Bart.,  of  Drakelow,  M.P.  New- 

castle 1628-9. 

Born  1580  ;  son  and  heir  of  Sir  Thomas  G.  of  the  same 
(d.  1610),  by  Katherine  (1560-85),  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas 
Walsingham  of  Scadbury,  Co.  Kent.  He  matriculated  at 
Balliol  College,  Oxford,  November  1594,  aged  14  ;  was  a  student 
of  the  Inner  Temple  1597  ;  admitted  1598.  In  1610  he  and 
Sir  Philip  Stanhope  had  a  great  electioneering  quarrel  at  Derby. 
He  was  created  a  baronet  29  June  1611,  and  knighted  3  June 
1612  ;  he  was  J. P.  Derby  in  or  before  1614.  In  1636  he  refused 
to  pay  ship-money  and  definitely  took  the  side  of  the  Round- 
heads. In  October  1642  he  is  described  as  "  the  only  gentleman 
of  quality  in  this  county  (Derby)  that  cordially  appeared  to 
be  on  our  side,"  and  he  joined  Sir  John  Gell's  regiment.2  In 


1  Pari.  1660. 


*  Shaw,  Staffs.  I,  54-5, 
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spite  of  his  estates  being  ravaged  he  stuck  to  the  Parliamentary 
side  throughout.  He  was  a  Commissioner  for  Derbyshire  in 
the  Scandalous  Ministers  Act  1642  ;  on  the  Commission  for  the 
associated  counties  of  Leicester  and  Derby  16  January  1643  ; 
an  Assessment  Commissioner  for  the  same  1643  ;  Sequestration 
Commissioner  1644  ;  sheriff  of  Derbyshire  1644-5. 

Much  of  his  correspondence  with  Sir  Thomas  Puckering  is 
in  the  British  Museum.1  He  married,  17  December  1600,  at 
Walton-on-Trent,  Derbyshire,  Susan,  daughter  of  Sir  Humphrey 
Ferrers  of  Tamworth  and  Walton  ;  she  died  in  1626,  having 
left  her  husband  in  1612.  His  brother-in-law,  Sir  John  Ferrers, 
married  a  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Puckering,  and  it  will  be  seen 
that  Sir  Thomas  was  Sir  George's  colleague  in  Parliament — 
perhaps  he  got  Sir  George  to  go  there  and  made  him  a  Parlia- 
ment man.  Sir  George  married  his  granddaughter,  Mary 
Milward,  to  Colonel  John  Bowyer  of  Knypersley,  the  Parlia- 
mentary commander.  Sir  George  died  in  London  and  was 
buried  in  the  Temple  Church,  5  February  1651. 

(6)  Sir  Rowland  Cotton,  Kt.    See  Pari.  1604-11. 

(7)  Sir  William  Walter,  Kt.,  of  Wimbledon,  Surrey, 

M.P.  Peterborough  1614,  Ludgershall  1626,  Lichfield 
1628-9  (contested  Stafford  in  1623/4). 

Son  and  heir  of  Richard  W.  of  Thingdon  (?),  Northants. 
He  was  knighted  at  the  Charterhouse,  11  May  1603  ;  sheriff 
of  Surrey  and  Sussex  1630-1  ;  died  1633.  His  Will  was 
proved  by  his  daughter  Katherine,  wife  of  Knighton  Ferris.2 


1  Addl.  MS.  4178. 

2  Will  of  Sir  William  Walter,  Kt.,  of  Wimbledon,  Surrey, 
dated  7  April  1631  ;  proved  in  P.C.C.  (75  Russell)  13  July  1633. 

To  Dame  Elizabeth  his  wife  "  a  cupp  with  a  guilt  foote  and  cover 
called  the  Nutt  Cupp." 

To  his  daughter  ("  though  unworthy  in  respect  of  her  disobedience  ") 
two  "  standinge  guilt  boolles  and  a  ring." 

Mentions  his  cousins  Mr.  William  Walter,  Mr.  David  Walter,  his 
nephew  John  Atwood,  Mr.  Weston  and  Mr.  John  Potter.  To  his 
cousin  the  Bishop  of  Salisbury  and  his  sister  each  a  40s.  ring. 
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As  a  result  of  the  Will  his  daughter  Elizabeth  Sackville  sued 
the  Executrix  in  the  Ecclesiastical  Courts.  He  was  evidently 
a  friend  of  William  Wingfield,  M.P.,  and  of  the  Westons.. 
probably  of  the  Court  Party. 

(8)  (Sir)  Richard  Dyott  (Kt.).    See  Pari.  1621-2. 

(9)  Sir  Thomas  Puckering,  Kt.  and  Bart.    See  Pari.  1621-2. 

(10)  Sir  Walter  Devereux,  Kt.    See  Pari.  1626. 


Parliament  of  1640. 

Summoned  to  meet  13  April  1640  ;  dissolved  5  May  1640. 
This  was  the  "  Short  Parliament,"  elected  in  a  protest  against 
twelve  years  of  absolutist  rule,  against  ship-money,  against 
Strafford,  against  Laud,  against  the  War  with  Scotland. 
Staffordshire  returned  four  Court  and  six  Country  Party 
members.  The  courtiers  were  Sneyd,  Weston,  Lloyd  and 
Dyott;  the  Country  party — Littleton,  Bowyer,  Merrick, 
Devereux,  Abbott  and  Archer.  The  influence  of  Essex  is  seen 
in  the  return  of  Devereux,  Merrick  and  the  two  members  for 
Tarn  worth. 

County  :       Sir  Edward  Littleton,  Bart.  (Country)       . .  (1) 
Sir  William  Bowyer,  Kt.  (Country) . .        . .  (2) 
elected  26  March  1640. 

Stafford  :      Ralph  Sneyd,  jun.,  Gent.  (Court)     . .        . .  (3) 
Richard  Weston,  Esq.  (Court)        . .        . .  (4) 
elected  23  March  1640. 


His  trustees  for  his  lands  to  be  his  three  loving  friends  Sir  Robert 
Pye,  Mr.  Alford  and  Mr.  Wingfield,  and  each  to  have  a  saddle  gelding. 

Lands  to  his  daughter  Katherine.  Elizabeth  to  have  no  lands  but 
£So  a  year. 

To  my  loving  and  obedient  daughter  Katherine  Walter  my  library 
and  books,  and  she  to  be  sole  Executrix. 

Witnesses  :  John  Atwood,  Richard  Weston. 
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Newcastle  :  Sir  John  Merrick,  Kt.  (Country)     . .       . .  (5) 

Richard  Lloyd,  Esq.  (Court) . .        . .        . .  (6) 

elected  25  March  1640. 1 

Lichfield  :     Sir  Walter  Devereux,  Kt.  (Country)         . .  (7) 
*Sir  Richard  Dyott,  Kt.  (Court)       . .        . .  (8) 
elected  26  March  1640. 

Tamworth  :  George  Abbott  of  Caldecot,  Esq.  (Country)  (9) 
Sir  Simon  Archer,  Kt.  (Country)     . .        . .  (10) 
elected  27  March  1640. 

(1)  Sir  Edward  Littleton,  Bart.,  of  Pillaton,  M.P.  Staffs 
1640,  1640-4. 

Born  1598/9  ;  son  and  heir  of  Sir  Edward  L.,  Kt.,  of  the 
same,  M.P.2  (d.  1629),  by  Mary  (Fisher).  He  matriculated  at 
Oxford  28  March  1617,  aged  eighteen  ;  was  admitted  to  the 
Inner  Temple  1618  ;  sheriff  1636-7  ;  created  baronet  28  June 
1637  ;  J. P.  1634-40  ?  (appointed  with  his  friend,  Walter  Wrottes- 
ley).  It  is  possible  that,  on  account  of  his  participation  in  the 
Short  Parliament  of  1640,  he  was  removed  from  the  Bench,  for 
he  was  reappointed,  with  other  well-known  Parliamentarians,  in 
March  1641.  In  his  early  life  Sir  Edward  belonged  to  the 
Country  Party  and  was  a  strong  Parliamentarian.  Being 
sheriff  of  Staffordshire  in  1636-7  it  fell  to  him  to  collect  the 
ship-money.  He  writes  as  follows  to  the  Clerk  to  the  Council, 
12  February  1636/7,  "  Has  found  such  refractoriness  in  most  of 
the  county,  as  well  constables,  assessors  and  others,  that  they 
say  they  will  petition  and  not  pay  till  they  be-answered.  He 
has  been  very  rough  with  many.  Were  he  to  suffer  death  for 
his  neglect  he  were  not  able  to  do  more  .  .  .  Whole 
regiments  come  daily  to  his  house  saying  '  Distrain  '  .  .  . 
Has  taken  orders  for  distresses  which  are  hundreds  ;  besides 
John  Cocks,  high  constable  of  Seisden  Hundred,  who  has  not 


1  The  M.P.'s  were  admitted  burgesses  after  election.  Edward 
Mainwaring,  the  Roundhead,  was  Mayor. 
*  Pari.  1624-5. 
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paid  in  any  money  or  brought  in  his  assessment.  Doubts  he" 
may  have  to  trouble  them  with  him  before  long."  This  looks 
sufficiently  energetic,  but  his  successor  in  the  shrievalty,  Sir 
John  Skeffington,  writes  from  Fisherwick  to  the  same, 
1 1  November  1 637, — "  the  head  constables ,  whether  from  j  ealousy 
that  he  would  not  give  them  the  same  connivance  as  his  prede- 
cessors whereby  a  great  part  of  the  collection  is  yet  ungathered, 
or  .  .  .'.  all  of  which  looks  as  if  Sir  Edward  was  even 
then  on  the  popular  side.1 

He  was  one  of  the  two  Commissioners  for  disarming  the 
recusants  in  Staffordshire,  20  August  1641  ;  he  took  the  Protest- 
ation, 12  May  1641,  and  was  a  Commissioner  in  the  Scandalous 
Ministers  Act  of  1642.  In  June  1642  we  find  him  writing 
strongly  on  the  Parliament  side  to  his  colleague  Sir  Richard 
Leveson.2  In  June  and  July  1642  he  was  one  of  the  two 
Commissioners  appointed  by  Parliament  to  search  for  arms  in 
the  Palace  of  Whitehall.  He  was  an  Assessment  Commis- 
sioner for  Staffordshire  on  21  March  1643  ;  a  Sequestration 
Commissioner  1  April  1643  ;  he  took  the  Parliamentary  Oath 
and  Covenant  6  June  1643,  and  was  on  the  Committee  for  the 
sequestration  of  M.P.'s  deserting  Parliament,  20  August  1643. 

Up  to  this  date  he  was  considered  to  be  a  Parliamentarian, 
but  he  now  openly  changed  sides.  On  6  August  1642  the 
King  at  York  appointed  him  Custos  Rotulorum  of  Staffordshire, 
no  doubt  to  check  the  Earl  of  Essex,  then  Lord  Lieutenant, 
possibly  to  replace  him.  In  fact  Littleton  went  over  to  the 
Royal  side  with  Falkland.  Working  with  Wrottesley  and 
Skrymshire  of  Aqualate,  he  tried  to  form  a  moderate  party  in 
the  County.  He  failed  ;  his  designs,  we  are  told,  were  discovered 
by  John  Swynfen  and  Captain  Stone,  and  Sir  Edward  (probably 
with  Sir  John  Skeffington  and  Sir  Henry  Griffith  of  Wichnor) 
fled  to  Oxford  to  the  King. 3  He  was  regarded  by  the  Round- 
heads as  a  traitor.    On  15  November  1643  he  was  summoned 


1  Cal.  Pap.  Dom 

2  Hist.  Man.  Com.,  Fifth  Report,  135. 

3  Cal.  Pap.  Dom.  1649. 
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to  attend  the  House  after  leave  of  absence  and  again  on 
December  2  following.  On  22  January  1644  he  was  summoned 
peremptorily  with  fourteen  days'  respite  ;  but  in  the  meantime 
he  had  joined  the  King  and  sat  in  the  anti-Parliament  at 
Oxford,  January  1644,  for  which  on  4  March  1644  he  was 
disabled  to  sit  at  Westminster. 

He  fought  all  through  the  wars,  and  surrendered  with  the 
Worcester  garrison  of  3000  (?)  men  in  July  1646. 1  On 
11  June  1649  ne  petitioned  to  compound  "  for  being  a  delin- 
quent in  arms  against  the  Parliament."  He  could  not  compound 
at  the  time  adjudged,  "  being  outlawed  as  surety  for  £20,000 
debts  due  from  William  Courteen  and  Sir  William  Courteen 
his  father-in-law,  besides  £3000  debts  of  his  own  " — his  estate 
being  seized  he  could  not  raise  the  money.  He  begged  that 
his  petition  might  be  taken  as  proof  of  his  readiness  to  comply. 
This  was  accepted,  his  estate  being  transferred  to  trustees.  On 
2  November  1652  his  estate  was  inserted  in  the  Bill  for  the  sale- 
of  forfeited  estates,  which  became  an  Act,  18  November  1652. 
On  27  January  1653  the  Trustees  of  his  estate  petitioned— 
"  In  19  Chas.  I  (1643)  Sir  Edward  then  sitting  as  M.P.  conveyed 
to  them  all  his  lands  in  Bradley,  etc.,  Co.  Stafford,  for  the 
discharge  of  his  debts,  most  of  which  they  had  paid.  Not 
long  after  he  deserted  the  House  and  went  to  Oxford  for  which 
his  whole  estate  was  sequestered  and  was  then  in  the  late  Act 
for,  sale.  As  the  premises  were  not  sequestered  till  1651  they 
beg  an  order  to  the  Committee  for  sale  to  stay  till  the  judg- 
ment of  the  House."  This  was  refused  27  January  1653.  On 
10  December  1649  ne  nad  been  fined  £1134,  and  sequestration 
had  been  suspended  on  payment  of  half.  On  25  July  1653 
Shelsey,  Worcestershire,  was  discharged  from  sequestration 
because  it  had  been  bought  from  the  Treason  Trustees  by 
Richard  Knightley  and  Richard  Salwey,  his  cousins  and 
trustees,  and  had  been  forfeited  by  Sir  Edward  Littleton. 

Nothing  further  is  recorded  of  Sir  Edward,  but  he  seems  to 


1  Cal.  Pap.  Dom. 
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be  the  "  Sir  Edward  Littleton,  Kt.,"  who  was  buried  at  St. 
Edward's,  Romford,  3  August  1657,  and  whose  Administration 
was  granted  in  P.C.C.  5  February  1658  as  of  "  Sir  Edward 
Littleton  of  Ferant,  Co.  Montgomery,  baronet,"  to  the  widow 
"  Catherine."  He  married  (1)  before  1627,  Hester,  daughter  of 
Sir  William  Court een  of  London,  Kt.,  by  his  second  wife 
Hester,  sister  of  Sir  Samuel  Try  on.  This  Sir  William  Court  een 
was  a  great  merchant  and  lent  £25,000  to  Charles  I.  His  son 
and  son-in-law  were  his  sureties  for  the  money  he  raised  ; 
they  were  ruined  and  "  died  in  exile."  In  1660  Littleton's 
trustees  petitioned  the  Crown  for  the  money  for  Littleton's 
grandchildren.1  His  widow  (?  a  second  wife  Catherine)  is  said 
to  have  married  Thomas  Thorne  of  Shelwick,  Salop,  and  to 
have  been  buried  at  Royton  Church,  Salop,  12  December  1674. 

His  son,  Sir  Edward  Littleton,  second  Bart.,  was  M.P.  for 
the  county.2 

(2)  Sir  William  Bowyer,  Kt.    See  Pari.  1621-2. 

(3)  Ralph  Sneyd  of  Keele,  Esq.,  M.P.  Stafford  1640,  1640-3. 

Born  c.  1612  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  of  Ralph  S.  of  the  same 
(d.  1643)  by  Felise,  daughter  of  Nicholas  Archbold  of  Uttoxeter. 
The  family  of  Sneyd  of  Keele,  formerly  of  Bradwell,  was 
founded  by  Richard  Sneyd,  Recorder  of  and  M.P.  for  Chester 
I553~4-  Ralph  S.  was  admitted  to  Gray's  Inn,  11  February 
1630.  He  took  the  Protestation,  May  1641,  but  joined 
the  King  at  Oxford  and  was  taken  prisoner  at  Stafford 
15  May  1643, 3  when  he  was  disabled  to  sit  at  Westminster. 


1  Cal.  Pap.  Bom. 
s  Pari.  1661-78. 

*  15  May  1643  :  "  Sir  William  Brereton's  horse  and  dragoons 
gathered  about  Audley,  and  joining  Colonel  Ridgeley  from  Newcastle 
and  Leek,  on  Friday  morning  by  three  o'clock  they  almost  peaceably 
entered  Stafford  and  took  the  town,  all  being  in  their  beds,  without 
the  loss  of  a  man,  seized  a  great  number  of  prisoners,  whereof  some 
were  gentlemen  of  worth,  and  many  captains,  viz.,  Sneyd,  Biddulph, 
Lee  of  Adlington,  Bagot,  Hunt  and  Cresswell.  Colonel  Lane  was 
slain."    (Harwood,  Erdeswich,  153.) 
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He  was  absent  by  leave  from  the  anti-Parliament  of 
January  1644.  He  must  have  escaped,  for  he  was  later  a 
colonel  in  the  Royal  Army,  raised  a  troop  of  horse  and  is  found 
commanding  Royalist  troops  in  Staffordshire.  He  attempted 
to  relieve  Rushall  Hall  in  May  1644.  His  house  at  Keele  was 
plundered  and  destroyed  by  the  Roundheads,1  and  he  was  again 
taken  prisoner  in  1645,  probably  at  Lichfield.  On  29  November 
1645  he,  with  his  brother  William,  petitioned  to  compound  ; 
on  29  October  1646  his  fine  was  fixed  at  £2026,  to  be  abated  to 
£1000  if  he  and  his  brother  settle  £50  a  year  on  chapels  at 
Keele  and  New  Chapel.  He  rose  in  arms  again  in  the  second 
rebellion  and  was  slain  in  the  Isle  of  Man  in  1649/50.  At 
the  time  of  his  death  he  had  paid  off  £1500,  and  his  widow 
paid  off  the  balance  and  had  the  sequestration  discharged 
20  May  1650.  He  married  Jane,  daughter  of  Roger  Downes 
of  Wardley,  Lancashire,  and  had  five  daughters.  He  was 
succeeded  at  Keele  by  his  brother,  William  S.,  M.P.2 

(4)  Richard  Weston,  jun.,  M.P.  Stafford  1640,  1640-2. 

Born  1608/9  >  eldest  son  and  heir  of  Sir  Richard  W.,  Kt.  of 
Rugeley,  M.P.,3  Baron  of  the  Exchequer  (d.  1656  or  1658/9), 
by  Anne  (or  Katherine),  daughter  of  Richard  Barbour  of 
Hilderstone.  He  matriculated  at  Magdalen  Hall,  Oxford,  25 
June  1624,  aged  fifteen  ;  and  was  a  barrister  of  the  Inner  Temple 
1633.  He  married  Catherine,  daughter  of  Thomas  Cokayne  of 
Ashbourne.  In  May  1641  he  took  the  Protestation  ;  but  with 
his  father  he  joined  the  King's  Army  in  August  1642,  and  was 
disabled  to  sit  30  October  1642.  He  sat  in  the  anti-Parliament 
of  January  1644  ;  became  a  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  Royal 
Army  ;  was  taken  prisoner  at  Colchester  July  1648  ;  and  was 
finally  slain  in  the  Isle  of  Man,  1652,  in  the  King's  service  during 


1  10  January  1643/4.  It  was  ordered  by  the  Committee  at  Stafford 
that  Mr.  Sneyd's  house  at  Keel  shall  be  made  indefensible  for  a  garrison, 
and  Captain  Stone  shall  see  it  performed.  29  February  1643/4  ;  That 
Keel  house  be  forthwith  demolished  by  Captain  (Leicester)  Barbour's 
soldiers. 

2  Pari.  1660.  *  Pari.  1621-2. 
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his  father's  lifetime.  He  left  a  son  and  heir,  Philip  Weston  of 
Rugeley.1 

(5)  Sir  John  Merrick  (or  Meyrick),  Kt.,  of  Monkton, 
Pembrokeshire,  M.P.  Newcastle  1640,  1640-8. 

Born  c.  1600  ;  fifth  son  of  Sir  Francis  Meyrick  of  Fleet  or 
Monkton,  Kt.  (the  second  son  of  Rowland  Meyrick,  Bishop  of 
Bangor  ;  d.  1603),  by  Anne,  daughter  of  Francis  Laugharne  of 
St.  Brides,  Pembrokeshire.  He  was  a  soldier  protege  of  Essex 
and  served  in  the  Netherlands  1624,  and  in  Spain  1625  \  he 
was  knighted  about  1625,  probably  on  his  return  from  Spain  ; 
was  wounded  at  Maestrecht  1632.  In  1640  he  was  returned 
for  Newcastle,  through  Essex's  influence,  to  both  Parliaments. 

He  was  one  of  the  Commissioners  to  direct  the  disbanding 
of  the  Army,  26  May  1641,  being  then  a  colonel ;  a  Commissioner 
for  Irish  affairs,  24  February  1642  ;  and  a  Commissioner  for 
Pembroke  in  the  Scandalous  Ministers  Act,  1642.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  Civil  War  he  was  a  Serjeant  Major  General  in 
the  Parliamentary  Army,  and  President  of  the  Council  of  War 
under  the  Earl  of  Essex  ;  and  in  1643  he  was  Master  General 
of  the  Ordnance.  He  fought  at  Edgehill  and  Newbury.  He 
subscribed  to  the  League  and  Covenant  as  M.P.  16  October 
1643  ;  was  one  of  the  M.P.'s  to  whom  the  allowance  of  £4  per 
week  was  made  25  September  1645,  and  at  the  same  time 
ordered  to  receive  £500  on  account  of  his  arrears  of  pay.  On 
23  December  1646  he  was  ordered  to  be  paid  £2000  out  of 
delinquent  estates  towards  his  arrears  in  the  service  of  Parlia- 
ment. He  was  secluded  in  Pride's  Purge  and  imprisoned 
6  December  1648  ;  but  was  (one  of  the  sixteen)  discharged  from 
imprisonment  20  December  following.  He  retired  to  Pem- 
brokeshire, where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days  till  his 
death  in  1659.  He  married,  (1)  at  Gawsworth,  Cheshire,  in 
1629,  Alice,  daughter  of  Sir  Edward  Fitton  of  Gawsworth,  and 
(2)  Jane,  daughter  of  William  Meredith  of  Wrexham  and  widow 


1  Harwood,  Erdeswick,  facing  p.  165. 
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of  Sir  Peter  Wyche,  Kt.  He  left  issue  by  his  first 
marriage.1 

(6)  (Sir)  Richard  Lloyd  (Kt.),  of  Ecclasham,  Denbigh- 

shire, and  Dulasan,  Carnarvon,  M.P.  Newcastle 
1640,  Cardiff  and  Co.  Radnor,  preferring  Radnor, 
1661-76. 

Born  1602  ;  son  and  heir  of  Priamus  L.  of  Marrington, 
Salop.  He  matriculated  at  Exeter  Coll.,  Oxford,  13  Dec.  1622  ; 
B.A.  1626 ;  M.A.  1628 ;  entered  the  Inner  Temple  1631  ;  was 
granted  the  reversion  of  the  office  of  Protonotary  and  Clerk  to 
the  Crown  for  the  counties  of  Denbigh  and  Montgomery  1637, 
but  surrendered  the  same  1661  without  ever  having  enjoyed  it. 
He  was  Attorney  General  for  Wales  30  May  1640  till  1671,  and 
was  active  in  the  Royal  cause  ;  knighted  at  Wrexham  7  October 
1642.  He  entertained  Charles  I  at  his  seat  in  1643  ;  was 
Governor  of  Holt  Castle  1645  until  its  surrender  to  General 
Mytton  13  January  1647.  He  was  excepted  from  pardon  1644 ; 
and  fled  abroad.  At  the  Restoration,  20  July  1660,  he  was  ap- 
pointed Chief  Justice  of  the  Brecknock  Circuit  until  his  death, 
5  May  1676.    He  was  buried  at  Wrexham,  M.I.2 

(7)  Sir  Walter  Devereux,  Kt.    See  Pari.  1626. 

(8)  Sir  Richard  Dyott,  Kt.    See  Pari.  1621-2. 

(9)  George  Abbott,  Esq.,  of  Caldecot,  Warwickshire, 

M.P.  Tamworth  1640,  October  1645-9. 
Born  in  Middlesex  1602  ;  said  to  have  been  of  a  Yorkshire 
family.  He  matriculated  at  Balliol  College,  Oxford,  15  October 
1619,  aged  seventeen  ;  B.A.  28  February  1622  ;  Fellow  of  Merton 
College  1622  ;  M.A.  20  May  1625  ;  B.C.L.  16  November  1630  ; 
incorporated  at  Cambridge  1627.  Probably  he  was  the  George 
Abbott,  "  son  and  heir  of  George  Abbott  of  the  City  of  York, 
Esq.,"  who  was  admitted  to  Gray's  Inn,  10  May  1626.    He  was 
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styled  "  George  Abbott  the  puritan  "  to  distinguish  him  from 
his  namesake,  M.P.  for  Guildford  ;  and  he  was  the  author  of 
several  religious  works. 

His  mother  married  Colonel  William  Purefoy,  M.P.  for 
Coventry,  and  he  appears  in  consequence  to  have  taken  up 
his  residence  at  Caldecot  House,  and  joined  in  the  defence  of 
his  stepfathers  house  against  Prince  Rupert.  He  was  a 
Commissioner  for  Warwickshire  in  the  Scandalous  Ministers 
Act  of  1642,  and  also  on  the  following  Warwickshire  Com- 
mittees :  For  the  Defence  of  Warwick  and  Stafford  1643  ; 
Assessment  1643  ;  Sequestration  1644  ;  East  and  West  General 
Assessment  1644  ;  New  Model  1645. 

He  was  one  of  those  added  to  Parliament  in  October  1645  ; 
and  so  was  added  to  the  Plundered  Ministers  Commission  1646, 
and  in  the  same  year  was  on  the  Committee  for  adjudging 
scandalous  offences  and  on  that  for  printing  the  Bible.  He 
was  excused  at  the  call  of  the  House  9  October  1647  through 
sickness,  and  again  on  28  April  1648  and  28  September  1648  ; 
he  died  2  February  1649,  and  was  buried  at  Caldecot.1  His 
Will  was  proved  in  P.C.C.2 


1  M.I. 

2  Will  of  George  Abbott,  now  of  Caldecott,  Gent.,  dated 
21  September  1647  ;  proved  in  P.C.C.  21  April  1649  by  his  mother. 

He  endows  schools  at  Baddesley-Ensor,  Warw.,  and  on  his  York- 
shire lands,  with  teachers  to  teach  Ball's  Little  Catechism  ;  also  money 
to  buy  Bibles  and  the  larger  catechism  and  Hooker's  works  for  every 

deserving  poor  in  Baddesley  and  Caldecot.    Bequests  to  "   Lee 

that  helped  to  defend  the  howse,"  to  cousin  Lettice  Farmer,  to  Capt. 
Lafield.  Papers  and  books  to  uncle  Ralph  Purefoy  ;  Dr.  Gibbs'  and 
Mr.  Hooker's  works  to  mother. 

His  lands,  Baddesley-Ensor  and  estates  in  Yorkshire  near  Sheriff 
Hutton  and  house  at  York  to  mother  ;  reversion  to  stepfather  Colonel 
William  Purefoy  ;  reversion  thereafter,— Yorkshire  lands,  which  he  had 
from  his  grandfather  Dirickton  (?)  to  cousin  Thomas  Bourchier  "  that 
married  my  cousin  Pickeringe,"— Baddesley  to  Daniel  Barfield  servant 
to  Colonel  Purefoy. 

Exors.  :  Jane  his  mother,  and  Colonel  William  Purefoy  of  Caldecott 
his  stepfather.  (54  Fairfax.) 

F 
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(10)  Sir  Simon  Archer,  Kt.,  of  Umberslade,  Warwick- 
shire, M.P.  Tamworth  1640. 

Born  1581  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  of  Andrew  Archer  of  the 
same  (d.  1629)  by  Margaret,  daughter  of  Simon  Raleigh  of 
Farnborough,  Warwickshire.  He  was  admitted  to  Gray's 
Inn,  3  May  1602  ;  knighted  at  Warwick,  21  August  1624  ; 
sheriff  of  Warwickshire  1626-7  ;  was  "  distinguished  for  his 
learning  and  accomplishments  and  particularly  for  his  taste  and 
knowledge  in  regard  to  the  antiquities  of  his  county.  It  was 
chiefly  from  his  collections  that  Sir  William  Dugdale  compiled 
his  account  of  the  Antiquities  of  Warwickshire."  He  was 
one  of  the  Commissioners  for  Warwickshire  in  the  Scandalous 
Ministers  Act  of  16425  and  is  named  on  the  Assessment  Com- 
mission for  that  county  under  the  Commonwealth  Ordnance  of 
1656.  Generally,  however,  he  appears  to  have  taken  very 
little  part  in  political  life. 

He  married  Anne,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Ferrers  of  Tamworth, 
Kt.,  by  Dorothy,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Puckering,  Lord  Keeper 
of  the  Great  Seal.  His  marriage  secured  him  his  seat  at  Tam- 
worth. He  died  in  June  1662  and  was  buried  4  June  at  Tam- 
worth. He  was  the  ancestor  of  Thomas  Archer,  created  Baron 
Archer  of  Umberslade  in  1767 — title  extinct  in  1778  with  the 
second  baron.1 


The  Long  Parliament,  1640-1653. 

Summoned  to  meet  3  November  1640  ;  continued  sitting 
until  forcibly  expelled  by  Cromwell,  20  April  1653.  It  was 
legally  continued  by  Act,  10  May  1641,  "  for  preventing 
inconvenience  which  may  happen  by  the  untimely  adjourning, 
proroguing  or  dissolving  of  this  present  Parliament,"  and  it  was 
enacted  that  the  same  should  "  not  be  dissolved  unless  it  be 
by  Act  of  Parliament  to  be  passed  for  that  purpose  ;  nor  shall 
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be  at  any  time  or  times  during  the  continuance  thereof  pro- 
rogued or  adjourned,  unless  by  Act  of  Parliament,  and  the 
Houses  shall  not  be  adjourned  unless  by  themselves  or  their 
order."  It  held,  therefore,  one  long  and  continuous  session  of 
12  years  and  170  days.  It  is  a  question,  however,  whether  it 
was  not  legally  determined,  notwithstanding  the  Act,  by  the 
death  of  the  King.  The  anti-Parliament  was  summoned  by 
the  King  to  Oxford  in  January  1643/4. 

The  1640  election  sent  up  for  Staffordshire  five  Royalists 
and  five  Parliamentarians  ;  though  it  seems  probable  that  at 
the  time  of  the  election  both  of  the  county  members  were 
regarded  as  firm  Parliament  men  ;  it  was  only  later  that  Little- 
ton changed  over  to  the  side  of  the  King,  and  with  him  changed 
the  bulk  of  the  gentry  of  the  county. 

County  :  *Sir  Edward  Littleton,  Bart.  (Royalist)         . .  (1) 
*Sir  William  Bowyer,  Kt.  (Pari.)         . .        . .  (2) 
elected  8  October  1640. 
by-election:  New  Writ  15  March  1641,  vice 
Bowyer,  deceased,  Sir  Harvey  Bagot,  Kt. 

(Royalist)    ..   (3) 

elected  c.  April  1641. 

24  November  1642  :  Bagot  disabled  "  from 
sitting  and  continuing  any  longer  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House,  and  that  he  be  sent  for  as 
a  delinquent  by  the  Serjeant-at-Arms." 
4  March  1644 :  Littleton  and  Sir  John 
Borlace  to  be  discharged  "  for  neglecting 
the  service  of  the  House  and  going  to  the 
other  party." 
by-election  :  New  Writs,  31  July  1646,  in  the 
place  of  Bagot  and  Littleton  disabled. 

John  Bowyer,  Esq.  (Pari.)    (4) 

Sir  Richard  Skefiington,  Kt.  (Pari.)     . .        . .  (5) 
elected  13  August  1646  after  a  two  days'  poll.1 


1  This  election  of  1646  is  the  first  contested  Staffordshire  county 
election  of  which  we  have  any  knowledge,  and  the  last  for  over  a 
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Poll :  Bowyer       . .  . .  920 

Skeffington . .  . .  621 

Crompton1  . .  . .  613 
Col.  Ridgley2 


hundred  years.  A  London  weekly  journal,  The  Perfect  Occurrences 
of  Both  Houses  of  Parliament,  of  17  August  1646,  contains  this  letter  : — 

For  our  election  I  have  formerly  mentioned  as  it  now  proveth, 
Col.  Bowyer  is  carried  clearly,  and  Col.  Ridgley  apparently  lost  it, 
the  competition  was  only  betwixte  Col.  Crompton  and  Sir  Richard 
Skeffington.  Col.  Crompton  till  yesterday  at  noone  was  thought 
clearly  to  have  it,  but  afterwards  the  other  had  more  voices.  Many 
of  Col.  Crompton's  men  had  more  minde  to  make  hay  and  save  a 
night's  charges  than  to  pleasure  their  friends  or  for  the  country,  and 
therefore  went  home  the  first  night,  and  when  he  had  neede  of  them 
they  were  absent,  and  when  all  was  passed  then  they  came  in  ;  and 
when  the  Bookes  were  examined  Col.  Crompton  had  to  the  number  of 
613  and  Sir  Richard  Skeffington  621,  Col.  Bowyer  had  920  ;  so  this 
morning  the  sheriff  declared  then  Col.  Bowyer  and  Sir  Richard 
Skeffington  to  be  elected  Knights,  and  Indentures  were  subscribed 
concerning  the  same. 

Your  loving  friend,  to  serve  you,  P.N. 
Newcastle-under-Lyme,  15  August  1646. 

I  observe  that  this  Poll  of  the  County  is  not  written  of  as  if  it  were 
exceptional.  It  is  a  two  days'  Poll  ;  there  are  no  parties  ;  the  free- 
holders are  voting  without  much  pressure  (or  the  votes  would  have 
been  higher  and  the  haymaking  less)  ;  there  can  have  been  little 
expense  involved,  yet  this  too  is  not  indicated  as  peculiar.  There 
may  therefore  have  been  other  contested  elections  both  before  and 
after  1646  of  which  no  record  has  survived.  After  1747  we  know  that 
there  was  no  Poll  of  the  County  again  till  the  Reform  Bill,  but  I  suspect 
that  there  were  elections  for  the  County  in  the  political  times  of  Queen 
Anne  of  which  no  trace  remains  save  in  the  bare  names  of  the  successful 
candidates.  There  was  a  Poll  in  Co.  Somerset  also  in  December 
1645  ;  and  the  Report  of  the  Commons  Committee  illustrates  the 
gerrymandering  of  which  the  sheriffs  were  capable.  The  sheriff 
published  the  election  to  be  at  Ilchester  on  1  December  ;  on  that  day 
above  1000  Freeholders  resorted  to  give  their  voice.  The  Clerk  of  the 
Court  adjourned  the  Election  and  the  sheriff  refused  to  come.  In 
spite  of  the  protests  the  election  was  held  at  Queen's  Camel  the  next 
day  with  few  or  none  present.    (Parry,  Parlts.  464.) 

1  Col.  Crompton,  unsuccessful  candidate,  was  elected  in  1647. 

2  Col.  Rugeley  was  one  of  the  Committee  of  Defence.  The  part 
which  he  took  in  the  capture  of  Stafford  is  alluded  to  on  page  61.  In 
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by-election  :  Skeffington  died  in  June  1647  > 
new  Writ  issued  25  October  1647. 
Thomas  Crompton,  Esq.  (Pari,  and  Rumper)  (6) 
elected  c.  December  1647. 
6  December   1648  :  Bowyer  secluded  in 

Pride's  Purge. 
Crompton  sat  alone  till  April  1653. 

Stafford  :  *Ralph  Sneyd,  jun.,  esq.  (Royalist)     . .        . .  (7) 
*Richard  Weston,  jun.,  Esq.  (Royalist)         . .  (8) 
elected  9  October  1640. 
October  30  1642  :  Richard  Weston  disabled 
to  sit. 

20  May  1643  :  Resolved— that  Mr.  Ralph 
Sneyd,  taken  prisoner  at  Stafford,  be  dis- 
abled from  being  a  member  of  this  House 
during  this  Parliament.    House  divides  ; 
carried  by  36  to  30. 1 
by-election :  New  Writs  issued  25  September 
1645,  vice  Sneyd  and  Weston  disabled, 
John  Swynfen,  gent.  (Pari.)  . .        . .        . .  (9) 

Edward  Leigh,  Esq.  (Pari.)     .        . .        . .  (10) 

elected  30  October  1645. 2 

23  July  1647  :  Report  and  Resolution — 
"  That  notwithstanding  anything 
proved  upon  the  petition,  Mr.  Swynfen 


December  1643  the  Committee  at  Stafford  ordered  that  Stafford 
Castle  be  forthwith  demolished,  signed  by  Col.  Rugeley,  Mr. Crompton, 
Lieut. -Col.  Chadwick,  Mr.  Broughton,  Mr.  Swynfen,  Capt.  Stone, 
Mr.  Greg,  Mr.  Pudsey,  Mr,  William  Bendy,  Mr.  William  Foxall,then 
present.    (Harwood,  Evdeswick,  154.) 

1  Parry,  Parlts.  418. 

2  The  Commission  at  Stafford  which  had  the  executive  administra- 
tion of  the  county  1643-5,  consisted  of  Colonel  Leigh,  Colonel  Rugeley, 
Lieut.-Col.  Lewis  Chadwick,  Lieut. -Col.  Jackson,  Thos.  Crompton, 
Edward  Broughton,  William  Jollye,  John  Swynfen,  Capt.  Henry 
Stone,  Capt.  William  Foxall,  Mr.  Robert  Grey,  Mr.  Pudsey,  Mr.  William 
Bendy,  and  Mr.  Simcox,  with,  in  July  1644,  Thomas  Hammersley, 
Mayor  of  Stafford. 
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is  duly  elected  for  the  borough  of 
Stafford."1 
6  December  1648  :  Swynfen  and  Leigh 
secluded  by  Pride's  Purge,  and  the 
seats  not  again  filled.  They  were 
vacant  in  the  List  of  1652. 

Newcastle  :  Sir  Richard  Leveson,  K.B.  (Royalist)        . .  (11) 
*Sir  John  Merrick,  Kt.  (Pari.)  . .        . .  (12) 

elected  13  October  1640. 

November  24  1642  :  Leveson  disabled 
and  sent  for  as  a  delinquent. 

by-election  :  New  Writ  issued  25 
September  1645,  vice  Leveson 
disabled, 

Samuel  Terrick,  Esq.  (Pari.)  . .         . .        . .  (13) 

elected  c.  November  1645. 

6  December  1648  :  Both  members  se- 
cluded in  Pride's  Purge,  and  the  seats 
not  again  filled. 

Lichfield  :  *Sir  Walter  Devereux,  Kt.  (Pari.)      . .        . .  (14) 

Michael  Noble,  Esq.  (Pari.)  (15) 

elected  8  October  1640. 

by-election :    New    Writ    issued  vice 
Devereux,  deceased,  26  Julyi64i. 
Sir  Richard  Cave,  Kt.  (Royalist)      . .        . .  (16) 

elected  12  August  1641. 
30  August  1642 :  Resolved — "  that  Sir 
Richard  Cave  shall  be  disabled  to  sit 
any  longer  as  a  member  of  this  House 
during  this  Parliament,  and  shall  be  sent 
for  as  a  delinquent." 

by-election  :  New  Writ  issued  vice  Cave, 
disabled  and  since  deceased,  24 
November  1646. 


1  This  refers  merely  to  a  vcidance  of  election  on  account  of  absence 
of  due  notice  and  warning. 
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Michael  Biddulph,  Esq.  (Pari.)         . .        . .  (17) 
elected  24  December  1646. 

6  December  1648  :  Biddulph  secluded 
in  Pride's  Purge.  Noble  was  probably 
then  absent  through  illness  and  died 
shortly  after.  The  seats  were  not 
again  filled. 

Tamworth  :  William  Strode,  Esq.  (Pari.)  . .        . .  (18) 

Ferdinand  Stanhope,  Esq.  (Royalist)         . .  (19) 
elected  12  October  1640. 

by-election :  New  Writ  vice  Strode,  pre- 
ferred to  sit  for  Beeralston,  November 
1640. 

Henry  Wilmot,  Esq.  (Royalist)      . .        . .  (20) 

elected  12  November  1640. 

9  December  1641  :  Wilmot  expelled  the 
House  for  implication  in  the  Army 
Plot.  Resolved—"  that  Mr.  H.  Wilmot 
shall  continue  no  longer  a  member  of 
this  House,"  and  is  ordered  to  be 
accused  of  misprision  of  treason. 
by-election :  New  Writ  9  December  1641. 
Sir  Peter  Wentworth,  K.B.  (Pari.)  . .        . .  (21) 

elected  18  December  1641. 

27  March  1643  :    Stanhope  disabled 

"  during  this  Parliament/ ' 
by-election  :  New  Writ,  vice  Stanhope 
disabled    and    since    deceased,  25 
September  1645. 
George  Abbot,  Esq.  (Pari.) . .         . .       . .  (22) 

elected  2  October  1645. 

6  December  1648  :  Both  members  se- 
cluded by  the  Army  in  the  Purge. 
Abbot  died  February  1649,  and 
Wentworth  was  readmitted  6  April 
1649,  and  sat  alone  till  theCromwellian 
dissolution. 
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(1)  Sir  Edward  Littleton,  Bart.    See  Pari.  1640. 

(2)  Sir  William  Bowyer,  Kt.    See  Pari.  1621-2. 

(3)  Sir  Harvey  Bagot,  Kt.    See  Pari.  1628-9. 

(4)  (Sir)   John   Bowyer   (Bart.)   of   Knypersley,  M.P. 

Staffs  1646-8  and  1660, 1  Newcastle  1656,  Newcastle  1660. 

It  seems  hard  to  credit,  but  I  believe  he  was  the  John,  son 
of  Sir  William  Bowyer,  baptised  at  Biddulph  on  21  September 
1623,  and  that  he  commanded  his  company  at  Hopton  Heath 
at  the  age  of  nineteen.  An  eldest  son,  John,  was  born  to 
Sir  William  B.,  Kt.,  M.P.2  (d.  1641),  at  Elford  28  March  1613  by 
Hester  (Skeffington).  But  this  John  was  not  the  heir  in  1637. 
The  future  colonel  seems  to  have  had  three  other  elder  brothers, 
William,  Richard,  and  Christopher,  the  first  dead,  the  last 
two  alive  in  1641  at  their  father's  death.3 

He  joined  the  Parliamentary  Army  on  the  outbreak  of 
war,  and  raised  a  company  of  Foot  which  he  captained  at 
Hopton  Heath,  19  March  1642/3.  The  Roundhead  Chronicler 
of  Sir  John  GelTs  Regiment  writes  in  his  account  of  the  battle  : — 
"  our  horse  fledd  ;  at  the  same  instant  captain  Bowyer,  with 
one  foote  company,  came  very  valiantly  and  joyned  with  our 
force  ;  the  same  horse  that  fledd  used  means  to  discourage 
hym  in  this  fyght ;  the  horse,  all  but  the  reformader  troupe, 
and  all  the  captains  of  foote  (i.e.  mounted),  except  captain 
Thomas  Willoughby,  left  the  fey  Id  ;  yett  we  gott  the  victorie, 
brought  away  the  dead  bodye  of  the  erle  of  Northampton, 
they  re  generall,  and  had  the  pylladge  of  the  field.  When  that 
was  donne,  and  noe  enemie  apeared  of  five  hours  after,  wee  went 
with  our  weary  men  to  Chartley,  where  those  that  left  us  in  the 
fight  returned  to  us  againe."4 

On  30  August  1643,  Bowyer,  still  a  Captain,  took  a  leading 
part  in  the  taking  of  Eccleshall  Castle.5   On  9  December  1643 


1  Shaw,  Staffs.  I,  386.  8  Pari.  162 1-2. 

3  See  Will  of  Sir  William  Bowyer,  Pari.  1621-2. 

4  Shaw,  Staffs.  I,  55.  5  See  p.  81. 
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Major  Medhope  and  Captain  Bowyer  are  ordered  to  take  their 
forces  to  Newcastle  to  protect  Leek.    His  men  he  raised 
in  the  moorlands  ;  and  on  30  May  1644  Lord  Denbigh  and  the 
Stafford  Committee  of  Defence  appoint  "  Colonel  "  Bowyer 
(and  his  lieut. -colon el  John  Watson),  "for  good  service/' 
Governor  of  Leek,  with  authority  to  raise  forces  in  Totmonslow 
Hundred,  i.e.,  two  troops  of  Horse,  and  to  complete  his  Regiment 
of  Foot.1    In  July  1644  he  is  to  garrison  Caverswall  Castle 
also.    What  he  did  in  1645  I  do  not  know,  but  in  April  1646  he 
was  serving  as  a  colonel  with  Colonel  John  Needham  and  Mr. 
Henry  Vernon  under  General  Sir  William  Brereton.    He  was 
then  elected  for  the  county,  being  probably  the  most  moderate 
of  the  candidates.    Colonels  Bowyer,  Rugeley,  Chad  wick  and 
Leigh  commanded  for  the  Parliament  in  Staffordshire  in 
February  1647. 2   He  subscribed  to  the  League  and  Covenant 
as  M.P.,  1  February  1647  ;   was  one  of  the  two  members 
appointed,  23  December  1647,  for  the  £60,000  monthly  assess- 
ment.   He  served  on  14  Parliamentary  Committees  between 
11  September  1646  and  4  May  1648,  including  those  on  the 
London  Militia  Ordnance,  2  April  1647 ;    the  Indemnity 
Ordnance,  7  May  1647  ;    to  examine  complaints  against 
M.P.'s.,  10  June  1647  >  *ne  King's  escape,  12  November  1647  > 
for  the  security  of  the  King's  person,  15  November  1647  > 
Grievances,  4  January  1648  ;    and  for  settling  the  Militia, 
4  May  1648. 

On  26  April  1648  he  was  excused  the  Call  of  the  House, 
and  again  on  28  September  1648  ;  he  was  secluded  in  Pride's 
Purge,  December  1648.  On  15  March  1651,  after  the  battle 
of  Dunbar,  he  was  ordered  by  Council  to  be  secured  in  Stafford- 
shire as  "  dangerous  and  disaffected  "  ;  and  on  21  March,  being 
then  a  prisoner,  he  was  examined,  but  shortly  after  liberated. 
Captain  Sneyd  was  arrested  at  the  same  time.  Bowyer, 
however,  by  1654,  was  back  in  command  at  Leek.  He  did  not 
sit  in  the  Barebones  Parliament,  or  in  that  of  1654-5,  but  he  got 
himself  elected  for  Newcastle  to  that  of  1656.    He  would  not, 


1  Shaw,  Staffs.  I,  67. 


2  Cal.  Pap.  Dom. 
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however,  accept  the  supremacy  of  the  Lord  Protector,  and  was 
one  of  the  93  members  excluded  from  sitting  by  the  Council 
of  State.  He  took  no  further  part  in  politics  under  the  Pro- 
tectorate, but  was  one  of  the  secluded  members  who  returned 
to  the  Rump  Parliament  in  February  1660  under  Monk's  aegis, 
to  force  a  dissolution  and  the  Restoration.  He  was  again 
elected  for  Newcastle  to  the  Convention  Parliament  and  was 
made  a  baronet  for  his  services  in  helping  on  the  Restoration 
by  taking  an  active  part  in  the  proceedings  of  the  House.  He 
was  knighted  30  May  1660  ;  created  baronet  11  September 
1660  ;  sheriff  1662-3  >  J-P-  1646/7  till  death. 

He  married  (1)  1648  at  Snitterton,  Derbyshire,  Mary, 
daughter  and  heiress  of  Robert  Milward  of  Broadlow  Ash, 
Derbyshire.  She  was  buried  on  10  June  1665  at  Leek,  aged 
thirty-five  ;  (2)  11  September  1665,  Elizabeth  or  Anne,  daughter 
of  Sir  Ralph  Egerton  of  Betley.  He  was  buried  at  Biddulph 
18  July  1666,  leaving  a  son  and  heir,  Sir  John  Bowyer,  Bart., 
M.P.1  Nearly  all  his  relations  in  Staffordshire  were  Parlia- 
mentarians, and  it  is  curious  to  see  how  much  Parliamentary 
politics  ran  in  families  at  this  time.  He  led  the  men  of  the 
Moorlands  at  the  fight  on  Hopton  Heath,  and  I  have  little 
doubt  that  his  troops  were  raised  largely  from  his  estates  in 
the  puritanical  pottery  district. 

(5)  Sir  Richard  Skeffington,  Kt.    See  Pari.  1625. 

(6)  Colonel  Thomas  Crompton,  of  Stone,  M.P.  Staffs  1647- 

53,  1654-5,  1656-8,  1659-60  (Rump). 

Born  1606  ;  second  but  eldest  surviving  son  of  Thomas  C. 
of  the  same,  M.P.2  (d.  July  1645),  by  Margaret  (Marrow).  He 
was  admitted  to  Oxford  University,  1  July  1624  >  a  Commissioner 
for  Staffordshire  in  the  Scandalous  Ministers  Act  1642  ;  on  the 
Warwick  Sequestration  Commission,  October  1643  ;  on  the 
Commission  at  Stafford,  December  1 643-1 645  ;  and  on  the 
Parliamentary  Commission  for  the  General  Assessment  of  East 


1  Pari.  1679 


2  Pari.  1614. 
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and  West,  October  1644  ;  also  on  the  New  Model  Commission, 
February  1645  ;  Staffordshire  Assessment  Commission, 
October  1645  ;  Sequestration  Commission,  February  1647. 1 
In  and  before  March  1645 1  he  was  a  J. P.  and  D.L. 
for  Staffordshire,  but  he  was  removed  from  the  Com- 
mission at  the  Restoration,  or  died  1663/5,  since  his  name 
does  not  appear  in  the  1665  List.  He  contested  the  County  in 
August  1646,  at  the  first  county  poll  on  record,  and  lost  by  a 
few  votes.  At  the  next  vacancy  he  was  successful.  His  only 
Parliamentary  work  seems  to  have  been  that  he  was  made 
Treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth  Accounts  under  the  Act  of 
11  October  1649.  He  had  subscribed  to  the  League  and  Cove- 
nant in  February  1648,  but  he  was  secluded  in  Pride's  Purge 
December  1648.  He  was,  however,  readmitted  22  May  1649, 
and  only  ceased  to  be  a  member  when  Cromwell  closed  the  House 
in  1653. 

He  is  called  "  colonel  "  in  1646, 2  and  is  the  first  named  in 
a  Commission  of  May  1650  as  Colonel  of  Horse.  Most  of  his 
activities  were  in  the  county.  In  August  1650  he  proposed 
to  the  Council  to  raise  400  horse  from  Staffordshire  ;  and  he 
was  shortly  afterwards  ordered  to  raise  200  horse  and  100 
dragoons  for  the  Scottish  expedition.3  He  was  ordered  to 
arrest  Richard  Weston,  M.P.,  in  1650,  and  he  was  the  most 
active  and  determined  Parliament  man  in  the  county,  being 
repeatedly  thanked  by  the  Council.  He  was  still  the  sword 
of  the  Government  in  May  1655,  when  he  and  Captain  Backhouse 
are  required  by  the  Council  to  watch  for  strangers  in  Stafford- 
shire. And  finally  in  August  1659  ne  was  again  in  arms  to 
put  down  Booth's  rising. 

1  Harwood  (Erdeswick)  gives  the  following  : — "  Upon  Friday 
the  28th  of  March  1645,  Thomas  Crompton,  Esq.,  as  J. P.,  and 
one  of  the  Deputie  Lieutanants,  did  take  the  oathe,  which  the  Parlia- 
ment hath  set  forth,  touching  the  sequestration  of  delinquents'  and 
papists'  estates,  as  he  is  one  of  the  Committee  of  the  saide  countie, 
and  gave  it  Edward  Leigh,  Esq.,  Philip  Jackson,  Henry  Stone,  Leicester 
Barbour,  Thomas  Dolman,  William  Bendy  and  John  Simcox,  Gent., 
of  the  saide  Committee." 

2  Cal.  Pap.  Dom.  8  Cal.  Pap.  Dom. 
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He  was  elected  with  his  nephew,  Thomas  Whitgreve,  to  the 
Protectorate  Parliaments  of  1654-5  and  1656-8  ;  reappointed  on 
the  Staffordshire  Assessment  Committee  1656-59 ;  he  returned 
with  the  old  Rump  in  May  1659,  and  was  one  of  the  Militia 
Commission  for  Staffordshire  15  July  1659.  On  the  readmission 
of  the  old  secluded  members  in  February  1660  he  withdrew 
from  Parliament.  He  signed  and  certified  the  Crompton 
pedigrees  in  the  1663  Visitation,  giving  his  age  as  fifty -six, 
but  thereafter  nothing  more  is  to  be  found  of  him. 

He  married  (1)  Anne,  daughter  of  Thomas  Whitgreve  of 
Burton  by  Stafford  ;  (2)  Eleanor,  daughter  of  James  Skrimshire 
of  Norbury  ;  (3)  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  George  Hovenden, 
prebendary  of  Canterbury  and  widow  of  Edward  Chaliner, 
D.D.  ;  (4)  Eleanor,  daughter  of  Sir  George  Morton  of  Milborne, 
Dorset.  He  had  issue  by  the  last  three  wives — his  heir, 
William,  born  1638/9,  being  the  son  of  the  third  wife,  and  his 
son  Morton,  born  1647/8,  being  the  son  of  the  last  wife. 

The  following  table  shows  the  connection  of  the  three  M.P.'s. 

Thomas  Whitgreve  of  Burton 


Thomas  Crompton,  M.P  Mary  (Marrow) 

{d.  1645). 


I  I 
Thomas  Whitgreve^Mary  Col.  Thos.  Crompton=Anne 

(d.  1643).  M.P.  (b.  1606,  d.  (1st 

c.  1665).  wife). 


Sir  Wm. 
Bowyer, 
M.P. 


(Sir)  Thomas  Whitgreve=^Mary  (Bowyer).      Col.  John  Bowyer, 
M.P.  (b.  1625).  M.P.  (b.  1623, 

d.  1666). 

(7)  Ralph  Sneyd,  Esq.,  jun.    See  Pari.  1640. 

(8)  Richard  Weston,  jun.    See  Pari.  1640. 

(9)  John  Swynfen  of  Swynfen,  M.P.  Stafford,  October 

1645  till  secluded  in  December  1648,  Tamworth  1659, 
Stafford  1660,  Tamworth  1661-79,  ID79,  1681,  Beer- 
alston  1690-4. 
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Born  19  March  1613  ;  eldest  son  of  Richard  S.  of  the  same 
(d.  1659)  by  Joan,  daughter  of  George  Curitall,  gent.  He  was 
probably  the  John  Swynfen  who  matriculated  at  Cambridge 
(Pembroke  College)  in  1628  ;  B.A.  1632.  From  almost  the 
beginning  of  the  Civil  War  he  was  active  on  the  Parliament 
side  ;  was  appointed  on  the  Staffordshire  Executive  Committee 
at  Stafford,  7  June  1643,  and  on  that  for  the  associated  counties, 
20  February  1645.  He  subscribed  to  the  League  and  Covenant 
as  M.P.,  29  January  1646  ;  was  one  of  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Lords  and  Commons  for  adjudging  scandalous  offences,, 
3  June  1646.  On  27  July  1646  he  was  ordered  to  be  paid  for 
his  subsistence  £200  from  out  of  the  sequestered  estates  "  of 
Mr.  Giffard,  a  papist  in  arms  against  Parliament."  In  the 
dispute  between  Parliament  and  the  Army  in  1647,  he  took 
sides  prominently  against  the  Army  and  was  one  of  the  three 
members  of  the  House  authorised  on  3  August  1647  to  go  to 
the  Army  to  forbid  its  approach  upon  London.  Subsequently 
he  served  upon  the  Committees  of  Indemnity,  Grievances,  and 
the  Derby  House  Commission  of  both  Kingdoms,  and  he  was 
generally  a  most  active  member  of  the  House.  On  27  June 
1648  he  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider 
how  to  treat  with  the  King — a  final  effort  at  peace,  which, 
though  carried  by  a  majority  of  the  House  after  a  lengthy 
debate,  was  set  aside  by  the  violent  action  of  the  Army,  and 
the  well-known  Pride's  Purge  was  the  outcome  in  December 
of  that  year.  Swynfen,  disapproving  of  this  extreme  course, 
was  not  only  included  in  the  purge  but  arrested  and  imprisoned 
for  several  days. 

He  had  been  added  to  the  bench  after  Naseby  fight,  but 
must  have  been  removed  soon  after  April  1647.  Under  the 
rule  of  the  Commonwealth  and  Protectorate  he  took  no  part 
in  politics  until  the  1659  Parliament  of  Richard  Cromwell, 
when  he  was  returned  for  Tamworth.  He  was  not  allowed  to 
sit  by  the  restored  "  Rump  "  in  May  1659,  but  he  was  brought 
back  with  the  other  secluded  members  by  Monk  in  February 
1660.  He  then  supported  by  his  vote  the  Restoration  of 
Charles  II.    He  again  represented  Stafford  in  the  Convention 
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Parliament  of  1660,  and  Tarn  worth  in  the  Parliaments  of  1661-79 
and  1679,  being  active  on  Committees  all  through.  Pepys, 
in  his  Diary,  speaks  of  him  as  "  the  great  Mr.  Swynfen,  the 
Parliament  man."1  He  was  a  strong  supporter  of  the  Exclusion 
Bill,  which  he  assisted  in  drawing  up.2  He  was  again  elected 
for  Tamworth  to  the  seven  days  Parliament  at  Oxford  in  1681, 
but  did  not  sit  owing  to  a  double  return  undecided  at  the 
dissolution.  Naturally  he  did  not  seek  Parliamentary  honours 
under  James  II,  but  in  the  first  Parliament  of  William  and  Mary, 
that  of  1690,  he  was  returned  for  Beeralston,  sitting  till  his 
death. 

He  died  2  April  1694,  aged  eighty-one,  and  was  buried  at 
Weeford.  His  wife  was  Anne,  daughter  of  John  Brandreth  of 
Weeford  by  Jane,  sister  of  Sir  Richard  Weston  of  Rugeley,  M.P.,3 
Baron  of  the  Exchequer.  By  Anne  he  had  a  numerous  family. 
His  second  son,  Richard,  through  a  daughter  Mary  who  married 
John  Jervis,  became  great-grandfather  to  the  first  Earl  St. 
Vincent  ;  and  another  son,  Francis,  was  the  father  of  Samuel 
Swynfen,  M.D.,  who  became  god-father  and  name-giver  to 
Dr.  Samuel  Johnson. 

(10)  Colonel  Edward  Leigh  of  Rushall,  M.P.  Stafford, 
October  1645  till  secluded  December  1648  ;  returned 
February-March  1660. 
Born  at  Shawell,    Leicestershire,    24    December  1602 ; 
second  son  of  Henry  L.  of  the  same  (d.  1630)  by  Anne,  daughter 
of  Anthony  Lisle  of  Wooton.    He  matriculated  at  Magdalen 
College,  Oxford,  24  October  1617,  aged  fifteen  ;  B.A.  17  October 
1620  ;  M.A.  18  June  1623  i  incorporated  at  Cambridge  1634  '> 


1  November  10,  1662  :  "  By  and  by  came  in  the  great  Mr.  Swynfen, 
the  Parliament  man  ;  who  among  others  discussed  of  the  rise  and  fail 
of  families,  told  us  of  Bishop  Bridgeman,  etc.    .    .  (Pepys.) 

2  He  was  not  elected  to  the  Exclusion  Parliament,  1679-81,  being 
defeated  by  one  vote  in  the  election  at  Tamworth.  But  in  the 
preceding  Parliament  he  was  one  of  the  Committee  appointed  to 
draw  up  the  Bill,  and  Arlington  is  said  to  have  made  vain  efforts  to 
bribe  him  to  join  the  Court  Party. 

3  Pari.  162 1-2. 
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student  of  the  Middle  Temple  1624.  He  was  a  biblical  critic 
and  historian.1 

The  following  account  of  him  is  written  by  his  son  : — 

"  He  was  bred  up  in  Magdalen  Hall,  Oxford,  June  18  1623, 
where  he  proceded  M.A.,  and  also  in  the  Middle  Temple, 
London,  where  he  continued  six  or  seven  years  ;  and  in  the 
time  of  the  great  plague,  when  the  Parliament  was  driven  from 
London  to  Oxford,  he  travelled  into  France  and  staid  there 
about  six  months.  He  published  divers  useful  books,  and  by 
his  other  carriage  he  got  a  good  name  in  the  Church  of  God, 
and  also  among  the  learned  and  virtuosi.  He  was  (upon  the 
withdrawing  of  divers  members  of  the  House  of  Commons 
to  the  King  at  Oxford)  chosen  with  others  a  member  of  the 
Long  Parliament  ;  and  there  staid  till  he  was  laid  hold  on  by 
the  army,  with  many  other  worthy  gentlemen,  and  confined 
together  with  them  for  a  few  weeks  in  the  King's  Head  in  the 
Strand.  He  was  the  author  of  the  Critica  Sacra,  in  which  he 
showed  so  great  a  skill  in  languages  that  Archbishop  Usher 
had  a  great  respect  and  kindness  for  him  ;  a  body  of  divinity  ; 
and  many  other  learned  works." 

There  is  an  engraving  of  him  prefixed  to  his  Critica  Sacra. 
It  will  be  noticed  that  the  son,  living  under  the  Restoration, 
says  little  of  his  work  for  Parliament.  He  was  appointed  to 
the  Bench  August  1641  ;  removed  from  it  by  the  King  in  August 
1642  ;  added  again  by  Parliament  1645/6,  only  to  be  removed 
again  later  either  by  the  Army  or  by  Charles  II. 

He  took  the  Parliament  side  in  the  Civil  War  as  Captain 
in  the  Army,  but  is  styled  "  colonel  "  at  least  as  early  as 
August  1643,  when  he  took  Eccleshall  Castle.  It  is  not  un- 
likely that  he  fought  at  Naseby.  He  commanded  a  company 
of  Foot  and  one  of  Horse  ;  and  on  n  December  1644  the 
Journal  of  the  Committee  at  Stafford  records  that  Colonel 
Leigh's  men  marched  out  of  Stafford  for  service  outside  the 
county. 


1  Select  and  Choyce  Observations,  containing  all  the  Romane  Emperours> 
by  Edward  Leigh,  published  1657. 
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He  was  a  Commissioner  for  Staffordshire  in  the  Scandalous 
Ministers  Act  1642,  one  of  the  Committee  of  Defence  for 
Counties  Stafford  and  Warwick,  January  1643.  From 
December  1643  at  latest  Colonel  Leigh  was  the  Chairman  of 
the  Stafford  Committee.  He  sat  also  on  the  following  Stafford- 
shire Committees  :  Assessment,  1643  ;  Sequestration,  1643  ; 
East  and  West  Assessment,  1644.  It  was  while  on  the  Com- 
mittee of  Defence  at  Stafford  that  he  made  and  published 
"  A  Speech  of  Colonell  Edward  Leigh,  as  it  was  delivered  by 
himself e  to  the  Honourable  House  of  Commons,  on  presenting 
a  petition  from  the  County  of  Staffordshire,  13  September 
1644." 1  As  this  is  the  first  reported  speech  of  a  Staffordshire 
member,  even  though  delivered  before  he  became  a  member, 
the  speech  and  the  petition  are  given  in  full  in  the  Appendix. 

He  was  a  lay  member  of  the  Westminster  Assembly,2 
when  we  are  told  "  he  behaved  himself  as  learnedly  as  most 
of  the  divines  then  sitting."  With  Swynfen  he  was  elected 
for  Stafford  in  October  1645,  and  he  subscribed  to  the 
League  and  Covenant  as  M.P.  29  January  1646.  He  served 
on  Committees  as  follows  : — Plundered  Ministers,  15  May  1646  ; 
Adjudging  Scandalous  Offences,  3  June  1646  ;  Sale  of  Bishops' 
lands,  30  November  1646  ;  London  Militia  Ordnance,  2  April 
1647  ;  Propositions  to  the  King  respecting  the  Presbyterian 
settlement,  6  October  1647  '>  and  many  others.  He  was  absent 
at  the  Call  of  the  House  9  October  1647,  and  was  fined  £20, 
which  was  afterwards  returned  to  him. 

Leigh  was  secluded  and  arrested  in  the  Purge  of  December 
1648,  and  took  little  part  in  public  affairs  under  the  Common- 
wealth and  Protectorate.  His  interests  were  chiefly  religious. 
Almost  immediately  after  his  seclusion  he  was  appointed  one 


1  Staffs.  MS.  Wm.  Salt  Library,  Vol.  iv,  123-5. 

2  Wood,  All.  Oxon.  Neither  the  excellent  List  of  Members  of  the 
Assembly  given  by  Dr.  Masson  {Life  of  Milton),  nor  that  of  Mitchell 
and  Struthers,  Minutes  of  the  Assembly,  include  Colonel  Leigh's  name. 
But  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  fact  of  his  membership,  as  he  is 
mentioned  as  "  Col.  Lee,"  one  of  the  Tellers  in  1647.  (Minutes, 
p.  415  ;  Pink.) 
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of  the  three  Commissioners  sent  to  the  Province  of  Minister, 
March  1649.  In  1656  he  was  again  one  of  the  Assessment 
Commissioners  for  Staffordshire.  He  was  refused  readmission 
by  the  Rumpers  upon  their  second  restoration  27  December 
1659,  but  returned  to  Parliament  with  the  secluded  members 
in  February /March  1660,  and  he  was  appointed  on  25  February 
1660  a  Commissioner  of  Customs.  At  the  Restoration  he 
retired  altogether  from  public  life. 

He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Thomas  Talbot  of  Wor- 
field,  Salop,  by  Magdalen,  daughter  of  Robert  Wyvell  of  High 
Burton,  York.  He  died  at  Rushall  Hall,  2  June  1671,  aged  69, 
and  was  buried  in  Rushall  Church.  He  left  issue,  but  was  the 
last  of  a  long  line  of  lords  of  Rushall  to  sit  in  Parliament. 
I  do  not  understand  why  Rushall  House  was  held  for  the 
King,  nor  why  its  capture  by  Parliament  was  so  important. 

Colonel  Edward  Leigh  seems  to  have  been  in  every  way  a 
fine  specimen  of  the  seventeenth-century  puritan,  learned, 
public  spirited,  and  a  gallant  soldier,  as  the  following  account 
shows  : — 

"  Upon  Wednesday,  August  30th  1643,  being  the  fast  day 
of  that  month,  and  therefore,  as  in  many  of  our  former  victories, 
so  much  the  more  memorable,  the  brave  and  strong  castle, 
called  Ecclesall  castle,  was  taken  by  Stafford  souldiers  :  and 
thus  in  brief  it  was  : 

"  Great  preparations  were  made  by  the  Lord  Capel,  Colonel 
Hastings,  Baggott,  and  others,  to  relieve  the  castle,  the  old 
bishop  being  dead,  and  his  corpse  unburied,  his  wife,  the  Lady 
Woolsley  and  others  being  also  at  that  time  in  it.  This  castle 
had  been  beseiged  about  eight  weeks,  but  then  the  King's 
forces  came  to  Ecclesall,  and  ere  they  went  did  relieve  the  castle, 
and  had  littleopposition  therein, though  Stafford  men  had  notice 
thereof  time  enough  to  have  prevented  it.  But  whiles  the 
King's  forces  were  at  the  castle,  Capt.  Bowyertand  Capt. 
Snow,  with  Capt.  Mason  and  their  souldiers  (who  kept 
Ecclesall  church,  and  were  then  in  it),  saw  some  of  Stafford 
horse,  commanded  by  that  brave  gentleman  Col.  Leigh, 
approach  near  the  town,  they  in  the  church  (thereupon)  gave 
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a  great ,  shout;  and  then  instantly  some  of  our  Dragooners 
alighted  off  from  their  horses,  and  set  upon  the  King's  partie,  at 
Ecclesall  townes-end,  and  (Tapt.  Bowyer  presently  sallied 
out  of  the  church  ;  whereupon  all  in  the  castle,  and  all  the 
King's  partie  in  the  town,  cried  out  '  Horse  !  Horse ! '  and 
presently  fled  away  in  such  haste  and  distraction,  that  they 
left  only  one  captain  and  but  ten  men  in  the  castle,  and  at 
the  castle  gate  had  left  the  bishop's  corps,  and  a  trunck  of 
Plate,  which  they  had  brought  out  to  have  carried  away  with 
them.  Hereupon  ours  seized  upon  all  they  left  behinde? 
which  was  a  great  deal  of  treasure  and  plate,  and  (as  was  toucht 
before)  store  of  goods  of  great  value,  and  worth  (as  was  con- 
ceived) many  thousand  pounds.  Now  after  the  King's  forces 
were  gone,  the  castle  was  shut  up  fast  again  ;  but  our  men 
who  lay  in  the  church,  took  one  of  the  enemies  prisoner  that 
came  last  out  of  the  castle,  who  confessed  upon  examination, 
that  there  were  but  ten  men  left  in  the  castle.  Whereupon  the 
next  night,  our  men  set  upon  the  castle,  and  Capt.  Snow 
entered  the  first  gatehouse,  and  possesseth  the  drawbridge  ; 
and  then  he  and  the  captain  in  the  castle  entring  into  a  short 
parlie,  the  castle  was  soon  delivered  up  upon  free  quarter  "1 

(n)  Sir  Richard  Leveson.  K.B.    See  Pari.  1624-5. 

(12)  Sir  John  Merrick  (or  Meyrick),  Kt.    See  Pari.  1640. 

(13)  Samuel  Terrick  of  London,  Merchant,  M.P.  New- 

castle, November  1645  till  secluded  December  1648. 
Born  1602 ;  second  son  of  John  T.  of  Clay  ton  Griffin  (d.  1648), 
by  Jane,  daughter  and  coheiress  of  George  Lee  of  Alkington 
Salop,2  or  of  John  Leigh  of  Malpas,  Cheshire.3  He  married, 
c.  1633,  Eleanor,  daughter  of  John  Layton  of  London,  and  had 
issue  at  least  three  sons  and  a  daughter.  One  of  these  sons 
was  probably  the  grandfather  of  Richard  Terrick,  D.D., 
successively  Bishop  of  Peterborough  1757,  and  of  London  1764 
till  his  death  in  1777. 


1  Vicars,  Parliamentary  Chronicle,  ii.  41 1-2. 

2  Pink.  3  Visitations. 
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Terrick  was  a  London  merchant,  for  as  such  he  has  a 
licence  to  import  linen  from  France  in  1652 1 ;  though  he  is 
called  "  of  Clayton  Griffith  "  in  the  1663  Visitation,  when  he 
was  still  alive.2  In  1660  he  was  writing  on  friendly  terms  to 
Sir  Richard  Leveson  the  Royalist,  and  he  was  probably  a 
rich  moderate.3  On  7  July  1643  he  was  added  to  the  Stafford- 
shire Sequestration  Committee,  and  on  25  November  following 
he  was  added  to  all  the  Staffordshire  Committees.  But  very 
little  is  known  of  his  political  work.  He  was  doubtless  in- 
tended by  the  "  James  Tennick  "  who  subscribed  to  the  League 
and  Covenant  as  M.P.  31  December  1645,  and  he  is  named 
once  only  on  a  Committee  of  the  House,  and  that  not  until 
4  March  1648.  After  Pride's  Purge  he  disappears  from  Parlia- 
ment, and  though  still  living  when  Monk  enforced  the  return 
of  the  secluded  members  in  February  1660,  he  did  not  return 
with  them.  In  Sir  Simon  Degge's  well-known  letter  of  1669 
to  George  Digby,  Terrick  is  described  as  "  of  the  Hill,"  one 
of  the  V  new  gentry." 

(14)  Sir  Walter  Devereux,  Kt.    See  Pari.  1626. 

(15)  Michael  Noble  of  the  Close  in  Lichfield,  M.P. 

Lichfield  1640-9. 

Born  1590/1  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  of  Edward  N.  of  the  same, 
by  Isabel,  daughter  of  Humphrey  Lowe,  mercer  of  Lichfield, 
and  sister  of  Michael  Lowe,  attorney  (d.  1593).  He  married 
Mary,  daughter  of  Walter  Cotton  of  Crakemarsh,  and  his  son 
John  married  a  sister  of  Mrs.  John  Swynfen.  Michael  Noble 
matriculated  at  Queen's  College,  Oxford,  15  May  1607,  aged 
sixteen  ;  he  was  probably  an  attorney,  and  was  elected  coroner 
for  Lichfield  1625  J  by  x^37  he  was  Town  Clerk.  The  next 
year  we  have  the  following  from  the  Proceedings  before  the 
Court  of  High  Commission  : — 

January  1637/8  ;  Lady  Eleanor  Da  vies,  Maria  wife  of 
Michael  Noble,  town  clerk  of  Lichfield,  and  Susan  Walker, 


1  Cal.  Pap.  Dom.  2  S.C.  V.  ii.  283. 

8  Hist.  Man.  Com.  Fifth  Report. 
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wife  to  John  Walker,  clerk,  brawled  in  the  Cathedral  "  with  a 
pot  of  water,  tar  and  other  filthy  things,  most  profanely 
denied  the  hangings  at  the  altar  of  the  cathedral,  and  said  they 
had  sprinkled  holy  water  on  them  against  the  next  communion," 
...  and  on  being  remonstrated  with  by  Lady  Weston,  wife 
of  Sir  Simon  Weston,  replied  that  "  they  had  but  done  their 
conscience."1 

He  was  obviously  puritanical,  and  as  such  was  elected  to 
the  Long  Parliament  for  Lichfield.2  He  took  the  Protestation 
10  May  1641  ;  was  a  Commissioner  under  the  Scandalous 
Ministers  Act  1642  ;  took  the  Parliamentary  oath  and  covenant 
6  June  1643  ;  subscribed  to  the  League  and  Covenant  25  Sep- 
tember 1643.  He  was  on  the  Assessment  Commission  for 
Staffordshire  1643  ;  the  Sequestration  Commission  for  both 
County  and  City  of  Lichfield  1643  ;  for  the  County  and  City 
in  the  Ordnance  for  Assessment  of  East  and  West  1644.  He 
was  one  of  the  68  members  to  whom  the  £4  allowance  per  week 
was  ordered  3  June  1645.  Deputy  Lieutenant  for  Stafford- 
shire, 23  August  1645.  He  was  on  the  Grocers  Hall  Committee 
of  Accounts,  11  April  1644  ;  the  Committee  of  the  House  on 
the  Self-denying  Ordnance,  24  March  1645  ;  one  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  prepare  the  Ordnance  for  the  disposal  of  the  bishops' 
estates,  16  September  1645  ;  and  for  settling  a  preaching 
Ministry,  7  April  1646. 

He  was  excused  at  the  Call  of  the  House  9  October  1647, 
being  sick,  and  again  at  the  Calls  of  24  April  1648  and  28 
September  1648.  It  may  be  because  he  was  sick  that  he  was 
not  excluded  in  Pride's  Purge,  but  he  died  (according  to  the 
Visitation)  in  February  1648,  which  means  February  1648/9. 
There  is  no  Will  in  P.C.C.  or  at  Lichfield.3 

1  Cal.  Pap.  Dom. 

2  "  Michael  Noble  of  Lichfield  Close,  by  the  bailiffs,  sheriffs  and 
magistrates,  chosen  a  burgess  in  that  never  forgotten  Parliament  for 
the  city  ;  in  which  assembly  he  forgot  his  own  allegiance,  and  his 
son  John  was  made  a  Captain  .  .  .  amongst  those  seditious 
varlets  that  went  against  Church  and  King."  (Sir  William  Dugdale, 
as  quoted  by  Harwood,  Erdeswick,  239.) 

3  Pink. 
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(16)  Sir  Richard  Cave,  Kt.,  M.P.  Lichfield,  August  1641 

till  disabled  August  1642. 

Though  he  bears  a  name  well  known  he  does  not  seem  to 
have  been  of  a  county  family.  Born  c.  1593  ;  second  son  of 
Thomas  C.  of  St.  Helens,  Worcestershire  (who  was  a  son  of 
Richard  C.  of  Leigh,  yeoman),  by  Katherine,  daughter  of  Walter 
Jones  of  Whitney,  Oxon.  He  was  knighted  before  1641  ; 
took  the  Protestation,  9  September  1641  ;  was  on  the  Com- 
mission for  Irish  Affairs,  November  1641  ;  joined  the  King 
and  was  taken  prisoner  at  Hereford  in  April  1643.  He  was 
at  the  anti-Parliament  at  Oxford,  January  1644,  and  was 
slain  at  Naseby  fighting  for  King  Charles  14  June  1645, 
apparently  without  issue  and  unmarried. 

He  was  for  many  years  the  servant  or  agent  of  Charles 
Lewis,  the  Elector  Palatine.  Many  of  his  letters  to  the  Elector 
and  to  Sir  Thomas  Roe  are  in  the  State  Papers.  The  Elector 
writes  to  him,  30  September  1640  :  "  You  may  advise  with 
my  friends  about  your  being  of  the  House."  He  did  not 
then  find  or  want  a  seat,  for  he  joined  the  Elector  in  Holland 
and  went  on  missions  for  him  to  Paris  and  elsewhere.  It  was 
probably  through  Prince  Rupert  that  he  got  his  seat  for  Lich- 
field in  1641.  He  naturally  went  with  the  Prince  in  the  Wars, 
and  he  had  no  connection  with  Staffordshire. 

(17)  Michael   Biddulph    of   Elmhurst,    M.P.  Lichfield, 

December  1646  till  secluded,  December  1648. 

Born  1580/1  ;  son  and  heir  of  Simon  B.  of  the  same  (d.  1632) 
by  Joyce,  daughter  of  Richard  Floyer  of  Uttoxeter.  He 
matriculated  at  Trinity  College,  Oxford,  1598,  aged  seventeen  ; 
was  a  student  of  the  Middle  Temple  1599.  He  was  a  Com- 
missioner for  Staffordshire  in  the  Scandalous  Ministers  Act 

1642  ;    also  Assessment  Commissioner  1643  ;  Sequestration, 

1643  ;  General  Assessment  of  East  and  West,  1644.  He 
subscribed  to  the  League  and  Covenant  as  M.P.,  1  February 
1647,  and  was  on  the  Staffordshire  Commission  of  the  Peace, 
36  April  1647  ;  but  he  seems  to  have  taken  no  active  part  on 
Parliamentary  committees,  possibly  on  account  of  his  age. 
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He  married,  c.  1605,  Elizabeth,  eldest  daughter  of  Sir 
William  Skeffington,  first  Baronet  of  Fisherwick,  by  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Richard  Bering.  She  predeceased  him  by  a  few 
months  on  30  August  1657,  aged  sixty-nine.  He  died 
26  January  1658  "  aged  eighty."1  They  were  both  buried  in 
St.  Chad's  Church,  Lichfield.2  He  was  the  father  of  Captain 
Michael  Biddulph,  M.P.3 


1  Will  of  Michael  Biddulph  the  Elder  of  Lichfield,  dated 
7  January  1657/8  ;  proved  in  P.C.C.  24  February  1657/8  by  his  son 
and  heir  Michael. 

He  had  settled  his  estates  by  tripartite  deed  of  16  July  1642, 
between  (1)  testator  as  "of  Elmhurst,''  (2)  Anthony  and  William 
Biddulph,  merchants  of  London,  and  (3)  his  second  son  Theophilus 
Biddulph,  citizen  and  draper  of  London,  Richard  Pyott  of  Streethay, 
and  Richard  Flyer  of  the  Middle  Temple,  with  power  to  charge. 

The  lands  at  Elmhurst  and  Curborow  and  Kings  Bromley  to 
eldest  son  Michael  ;  to  Richard  and  William  his  youngest  sons  £12. 
a  year  ;  to  Joyce  his  daughter  his  house  lately  builded  in  Sadlers 
Street,  Lichfield,  for  life.'  Small  bequests  to  testator's  brother 
William  B.  of  London,  and  to  testator's  grandchildren  Michael, 
Theophilus,  Elizabeth,  Susan  and  Mary  Biddulph. 

Exors.  :   Brother  William,  son  Michael,  son  Theophilus. 

Overseers  :  Cousin  Zacchary  Babington,  Esq.,  and  son-in-law  John 
Palmere.  (166  Wotton.) 

2  M.I.    Shaw,  Staffs.  I.  352. 

3  Pari.  1660.  W7hile  prima  facie  it  seems  more  probable  that  the 
son  was  the  M.P.  in  1646,  I  am  quite  convinced  the  member  was  the 
old  gentleman.  The  evidence,  though  negative,  is  satisfactory.  The 
son  was  a  Captain  in  the  Parliamentary  Army  almost  if  not  quite  at 
the  beginning  of  the  War.  In  no  case  is  the  M.P.  styled  "  Captain  " 
in  the  Commons  Journals.  He  died  in  1658,  and  is  therefore  not 
included  in  Prynne's  List  of  old  and  new  secluded  members  living 
in  May  1659  ;  if  it  had  been  the  son  who  was  secluded  he  would  have 
been  found  there.  Necessarily,  therefore,  he  did  not  return  with  the 
secluded  in  February  1660,  to  help  with  his  vote  the  Restoration, 
as  again  the  son  would  have  done.  The  father,  while  old,  was 
obviously  a  strong  man  and  quite  capable  of  work  at  seventy  ;  in  fact, 
he  was  already  working  for  Parliament  when  elected  as  a  County 
Committeeman,  and  as  such  he  had  the  Parliamentary  vacancy  offered 
him,  which  was  often  the  case.  (Pink.) 


CHARLES  I. 


87 


(18)  William  Strode,  M.P.  Beeralston  1624-5,  1626,  1628-9, 

1640,  Tamworth  and  Beeralston,  preferring  Beeralston, 
1640-5. 

Born  1599  >  second  son  of  Sir  William  Strode  of  Newnham, 
Devon,  by  Mary,  daughter  of  Thomas  Southcote.  He  was  one 
of  the  five  members  whose  attempted  arrest  in  the  House  by 
Charles  I  was  the  immediate  cause  of  the  Civil  War.  He  never 
actually  sat  for  Tamworth.  He  died  10  September  1645,  and 
was  buried  in  Westminster  Abbey.  His  body  was  disinterred 
at  the  Restoration. 1 

(19)  Hon.  Ferdinand  Stanhope,  M.P.  Tamworth  1640  till 

disabled  27  March  1643. 

Born  c.  1615  ;  fourth  son  of  Philip,  first  Earl  of  Chester- 
field, by  his  first  wife  Catherine,  daughter  of  Francis,  Lord 
Hastings.  He  took  the  protestation  12  May  1641  ;  and  was 
created  D.C.L.  Oxon  1  November  1642.  He  joined  the  King 
as  a  Major,  later  Colonel,  of  Horse,  and  was  summoned  peremp- 
torily to  attend  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  brought  up  in 
custody.  At  Hopton  Heath,  19  March  1643,  Colonel  Stanhoppe 
was  wounded  and  his  colours  taken  ;2  and  he  was  slain  at 
Bridgeford,  Notts,  later  in  the  same  year,  fighting  for  King 
Charles.  He  married  Lettice,  daughter  of  Sir  Humphrey 
Ferrers  of  Tamworth,  to  whom  he  owed  his  seat  at  Tamworth. 
He  died  without  male  issue. 

(20)  Hon.    Henry   Wilmot    (Baron    Wilmot,  Viscount 

Wilmot,  Earl  of  Rochester),  M.P.  Tamworth  1640-1. 

Born  2  November  161 2  ;  only  surviving  son  of  Charles, 
first  Viscount  Wilmot  of  Athlone,  by  his  first  wife.  He  was 
educated  at  All  Souls,  Oxford  ;  served  in  the  Low  Countries 
in  1635  ;  was  Commissary  General  of  Horse  in  the  expedition 
against  Scotland  1639,  and  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  Scotch 
at  the  battle  of  Newburn,  28  August  1640,  being  liberated  by 
the  Treaty  of  Ripon,  September  1640.    After  his  election  he 


1  Pink  ;  Did.  Nat.  Biog. 


2  Shaw,  Staffs.  I.  54. 
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took  the  Protestation,  May  1641,  but  was  committed  to  the 
Tower  14  June  1641  for  complicity  in  the  Army  plot  to  overawe 
Parliament.  He  was  expelled  from  the  House  9  December 
1641. 

He  became  a  Lieutenant-General  of  Horse  in  the  Royal 
Army,  and  commanded  the  cavalry  at  Edgehill,  1642,  at 
Roundaway  Down,  13  July  1643,  and  at  Cropredy  Bridge, 
where  he  defeated  Waller,  29  June  1644.  He  was  created 
v.p.,  29  June  1643,  Baron  Wilmot  of  Adderbury,  Oxon.  He 
succeeded  his  father  as  second  Viscount  1644  ;  was  Gentleman 
of  the  Bedchamber  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  1644-9,  and  after- 
wards to  King  Charles  II  in  exile.  He  was  sworn  to  the  Privy 
Council  1650,  and  was  present  at  Worcester  fight,  where  he 
was  wounded,  1651.  He  was  envoy  from  the  King  to  the 
Emperor  1652  ;  to  Brandenburg  1654  '>  to  Denmark  1655. 
He  was  Colonel  of  an  English  Regiment  of  Foot  in  Flanders 
1656-9.  In  Paris,  by  Charles  II  in  exile,  he  was  created  Earl 
of  Rochester,  13  December  1652.  He  married  twice  and  died 
at  Dunkirk,  19  February  1657,  aged  45,  being  buried  at 
Spilsbury,  Oxon.  His  son  was  the  well-known  wit  and 
favourite  of  Charles  II. 

(21)  Sir  Peter  Wentworth,  K.B.,  of  Lillingstone  Lovell, 
Bucks,  and  of  Wolston,  Warwickshire,  M.P.  Tam- 
worth,  December  1641-53,  resumed  May  1659  to 
March  1660. 

Born  1592  ;  son  and  heir  of  Nicholas  W.  of  the  same,  by 
Susannah,  daughter  and  coheiress  of  Roger  Wigston  of  Wolston 
(which  Nicholas  Wentworth  was  son  and  heir  of  Peter  W.  of 
Lillingstone,  the  well-known  Puritan  M.P.  under  Elizabeth). 
He  matriculated  at  Magdalen  Hall,  Oxford,  16  June  1610, 
aged  seventeen  ;  B.A.,  16  December  1611  ;  student  at  Lincoln's 
Inn,  1  April  1614  ;  K.B.  at  the  coronation  of  Charles  I,  1625  ; 
sheriff  of  Oxfordshire,  1634-5. 

He  was  a  pronounced  Parliamentarian  ;  a  Commissioner 
for  Warwickshire  under  the  Scandalous  Ministers  Act  1642, 
and  in  the  same  year  one  of  a  Committee  of  four  appointed  to 
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put  into  execution  the  Militia  Ordnance  in  that  County.  In 
1643  he  was  on  the  Committee  for  the  Defence  of  Counties 
Warwick  and  Stafford,  and  in  the  same  year  he  was  on  the 
Assessment  and  Sequestration  Committees  for  the  county  of 
Warwick.  He  was  on  the  Committee  for  the  General  Assess- 
ment of  East  and  West,  1644,  representing  Oxfordshire,  and 
was  one  of  the  Committee  for  Warwickshire  for  raising  and 
maintaining  the  new  Model  Army  in  1645. 

He  took  the  Parliamentary  Oath  and  Covenant  6  June 
1643,  and  subscribed  to  the  League  and  Covenant,  30  Sep- 
tember 1643  ;  27  June  1644,  appointed  a  Commissioner  for 
the  sale  of  delinquent  estates,  and  on  2  June  1646  for  adjudging 
scandalous  offences.  All  through  his  Parliamentary  career 
he  was  an  active  and  vigorous  member,  sitting  on  most  of 
the  important  Committees,  including  the  Plundered  Ministers, 
1642  ;  Sequestration  (Haberdashers'  Hall),  1643  ;  Advance  of 
Money  (Grocers'  Hall),  1644  ;  Oxford  University  Appeal, 
1647  >  Compounding  (Goldsmiths'  Hall),  1649  >  Navy  and 
Army,  1649.  He  was  nominated  one  of  the  King's  Judges 
but  declined  to  act.  Under  the  Commonwealth  he  was  a 
member  of  the  second  Council  of  State,  1 650-1,  of  the  fourth 
Council,  1652,  and  of  the  fifth  Council,  1653.  But  he  took  no 
part  under  the  Protectorate. 

When  Cromwell  dissolved  the  Long  Parliament,  1653,  he 
classed  Went  wort  hand  Harry  Marten  together  as  Members  whose 
immorality  was  a  disgrace  to  the  House  ;  Wentworth  rose  to 
answer  him,  but  was  cut  short  by  the  entry  of  Cromwell's 
musketeers.  As  one  of  the  Rumpers  Wentworth  returned  with 
his  party  in  May  1659,  sitting  until  the  final  close  of  Parliament 
in  March  1660,  after  which  he  retired  into  private  life.  He 
died  unmarried  1  December  1675,  and  was  buried  at  Lilling- 
stone  Lovel,  aged  eighty-four.  By  his  Will1  he  bequeathed 
his  Warwick  estates  to  his  grand-nephew,  Fisher  Dilke,  on 
condition   that  he  and  his   descendants    should   take  the 
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Wentworth  name. 1  He  was  the  ancestor  of  the  late  Sir  Charles 
Wentworth  Dilke.  Bart.,  M.P.,  republican. 

(22)  George  Abbot,  Esq.    See  Pari.  1640. 


Appendix  I. 

In  September  1644,  Leigh  was  deputed  by  the  Staffordshire 
Parliamentary  Committee  to  represent  the  grievances  of  the 
County  to  Parliament  and  to  present  a  Petition.  These  are 
preserved  in  a  Quarto  tract  entitled  "  a  Speech  of  Colonel 
Edward  Leigh,  as  it  was  delivered  by  himselfe  to  the  Honour- 
able the  House  of  Commons,  upon  occasion  of  presenting  a 
Staffordshire  Petition,  as  also  the  Petition  itselfe,  presented 
by  the  same  Colonell  and  divers  other  Gentlemen  of  Stafford- 
shire —on  Monday,  30th  September  1644.  London ,  Printed 
by  F.L.  for  Matthew  Walbanck  at  Gray's  Inn  gate,  1644.  pp.  8." 

"  Mr.  Speaker — We  are  sent  hither  by  our  Chief  Com- 
mander (though  we  could  be  ill  spared  at  this  time)  to  represent 
in  this  Honourable  House,  the  sad  condition  of  our  County. 
What  a  misirie  it  is  for  a  politick  body  to  be  deprived  of  its 
head,  you  all  know  sufficiently,  and  will  therefore  be  more 
sensible  wee  hope  of  our  troubles  in  Staffordshire.  England 
hath  heretoefore  been  divided  from  the  whole  world  (toto 
divisos  orbe  Britannos)  but  was  never  in  any  age  so  much  and 
so  long  divided  in  itselfe.  We  labour  now,  not  onely  under  the 
grand  division  of  King  and  Parliament,  Head  and  Members, 
but  many  subdivisions  of  Generalls  and  Committees  and 
Commanders.  The  unhappie  divisions  in  the  State,  and 
diverse  other  differences  in  the  Church,  do  threaten  suddaine 
mine  to  both,  unlesse  you  honourable  worthies  (who  are 
grand  Physitians  of  our  Church  and  State)  doe  wisely  and 
seasonably  compose  them.  Inveterate  diseases  are  hardly 
cured  ;  evill  spirits  are  more  easily  raised  than  laid.  Principis 
obsta  is  good  counsell  in  this  case.  The  eyes  of  the  three  King- 
doms, shall  I  say  ? — nay  of  all  the  Christian  world  are  upon 
you,  worthie  patriots,  expecting  a  happie  reformation  and 
timely  redresse  of  Errours  in  Religion,  and  grievances  in  the 
Commonwealth.  And  as  you  have  given  ample  testimony 
already  both  of  your  zeal  to  God's  glory,  and  your  love  to  your 
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dear  count rie,  so  wee  doubt  not,  but  you  will  still  persist  in  so 
good  a  cause,  that  both  ourselves  and  our  posterity  may  blesse 
you,  as  repairers  of  the  breaches,  and  the  maine  pillars  (under 
God)  of  upholding  our  tottering  State.  The  Earle  of  Denbigh 
first  received  his  power  from  you  and  my  Lord  General  and 
therefore  it  must  be  dissolved  by  you,  before  it  be  voyde. 
The  Chief  Commanders,  the  Deputy  Lieutenants,  the  Gentle- 
men of  Quality,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  Committee,  with 
thousands  of  the  Communaltie  in  Staffordshire  do  humbly 
desire  that  he  may  be  accomodated  as  a  noble  Generall,  and 
then  be  speeded  into  the  country,  action  being  now  more 
seasonable  than  dispute.  Many  of  the  subscribers  to  this 
Petition  have  attended  my  Lord's  person  in  this  service, 
and  ventured  their  lives  with  him,  they  see  noe  reason  to 
question  his  fidelitie,  who  hath  for  this  cause  lost  great  friends, 
displeased  neere  friends,  spent  his  Estate,  and  hazarded  his 
life.  His  wisdome  and  affabilitie  are  generally  knowne ; 
his  courage  and  resolution  hath  appeared  to  those  which  have 
been  eyewitnesses  of  his  action  ;  and  one  virtuous  qualification 
I  cannot  omit  in  this  honourable  Lord — though  hee  have  beene 
much  opposed  by  some  since  hee  first  embarqued  himselfe 
in  this  employment,  yet  he  hath  ever  had  a  great  command 
over  himselfe  and  his  own  passions.  Therefore  I  shall  thus 
conclude,  humbly  submitting  to  your  wise  judgments,  '  He  is 
fit  to  Commande  others  who  can  so  well  commande  himselfe.'  " 

The  Petition. 

"  Humbly  sheweth 

"  That  whereas  the  continuall  and  grievous  pressure  of 
plunder,  insupportable  exactions,  imprisonments,  terrours, 
and  murders  by  the  enemy,  now  much  increasing  by  the 
addition  of  many  falling  into  these  Counties  of  Stafford 
and  Salop,  being  the  weakest  part  of  the  Kingdom  (as  we 
conceive  through  our  distractions  and  the  unhappy 
absence  of  the  Lord  Generall,  the  Earl  of  Denbigh)  and 
are  now,  as  we  are  credibly  informed,  preparing  to  plant 
themself  in  Garrisons  for  this  winter. 

"  We  are  forced  humbly  to  pray,  as  formerly,  that  no 
obstacles  (not  worthy  to  be  compared  with  the  sufferings 
of  these  Counties  and  the  cause  in  generall)  may  any 
longer  retard  the  accomodation  and  timely  dispatch  of 
our  Lord  Generall,  by  whose  wisdom  and  power  (under 
God)  we  are  confident  there  will  be  raised,  united  and 
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disposed,  such  a  reasonable  and  considerable  force  of 
these,  and  parts  neare  of,  that  are  disengaged  (which  now 
for  want  of  a  head  are  disjoynt  and  unserviceable)  as 
will  not  only  cleare  those,  but  assist  other  parts,  and  that 
the  differences  betwixt  his  Lordship  and  others  may 
either  be  speedily  reconciled  and  ordered,  or  deferred  until 
the  leasure  of  the  Honourable  Houses  and  the  exigents 
of  our  condition  will  admit. 

"  And  your  Petitioners  shall  ever  pray,  etc. 

"  (Signed)  With  400  hands  of  Gentlemen  and 
others  of  good  ability." 


COMMONWEALTH. 


30  January  1649. 

Parliament  of  1653. 

This  was  a  Parliament  or  Convention  at  Westminster 
summoned  by  Oliver  Cromwell  as  Captain  General  and  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  the  Forces  of  the  Commonwealth,  dated 
20  June  1653.  140  persons  were  summoned  by  name  from  the 
various  counties.  They  met  on  4  July  1653,  and  dissolved 
themselves  on  12  December  1653  by  Resolution  : — "  That 
the  sitting  of  this  Parliament  any  longer  as  now  constituted 
will  not  be  for  the  good  of  the  Commonwealth."  This  Parlia- 
ment, which  passed  much  excellent  legislation,  was  known 
afterwards  as  the  Barebones  Parliament,  from  a  prominent 
member,  one  "  Praise-God-Barebones  "  (a  perversion  of  his 
real  name — Praisegod  Barbon).  While  it  was  sitting, 
30  September  1653,  Major-Gen eral  Thomas  Harrison  of 
Newcastle,  the  Fifth  Monarchy  man,  was  appointed  Custos 
Rotulorum  for  Staffordshire. 

To  this  Assembly  Staffordshire  sent  two  members. 

George  Bellot,  Esq.       . .        . .        . .  (1) 

John  Chetwode,  Esq.     . .        . .        . .  (2) 

(1)  George  Bellot  of  old  Rode,   Cheshire,  M.P.  Staffs 
1653- 

Born  c.  1595  ;  second  son  of  Edward  B.  of  Moreton  (d. 
1622),  by  Amy,  daughter  and  coheiress  of  Anthony  Grosvenor 
of  Doddleston  (a  younger  son  of  Richard  G.  of  Eaton),  all  in 
Cheshire.  He  was  probably  a  Captain  in  the  Parliamentary 
Army,  as  he  is  so  styled  in  his  appointment,  after  his  summons 
to  Parliament,  on  the  Commission  for  Prisons,  20  July  1653. 
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He  was  a  Commissioner  for  Staffordshire  in  the  Commonwealth 
Scandalous  Ministers  Act  1654  ;  an  Assessment  Commissioner 
in  the  Act  of  1656 ;  Commissioner  for  the  Public  Faith  1657. 
But  he  filled  no  Parliamentary  position  after  this  Parliament 
of  1653. 

He  married  Eleanor,  daughter  of  William  Lawton  of 
Lawton,  Cheshire,  and  left  two  daughters  and  coheiresses. 
Though  this  was  then  a  Roundhead  family  it  does  not  appear 
why  Bellot,  a  Cheshire  man,  should  have  been  selected  by 
Cromwell  to  sit  for  Staffordshire.  I  suppose  all  the  Stafford- 
shire gentry  of  Roundhead  tendencies  were  either  of  the  mind 
of  Colonel  Bowyer,  now  rallying  to  the  King,  or  of  Colonel 
Crompton,  a  Rump  Republican  distrusting  Cromwell. 

George  Bellot's  nephew  sat  in  Parliament  for  Newcastle.1 

(2)  John  Chetwode  of  Oakley,  Salop.      M.P.  Staffs  1653. 

Born  1599  ;  son  and  heir  of  John  C.  of  the  same  (d.  1615) 
by  Bridget,  daughter  of  Henry  Birkenhead  of  Huxley,  Cheshire. 
He  was  added  to  the  Staffordshire  Bench  after  Naseby  fight, 
but  was  removed  therefrom  before  the  Restoration.  He  was 
a  member  of  a  pronouncedly  "  Independant  "  family.  Sweeney, 
Salop,  where  some  of  them  lived,  was  a  centre  for  "  independ- 
ants."2  He  was  a  Commissioner  for  ejecting  Scandalous 
Ministers,  1654  ;  and  one  of  the  Committee  for  Staffordshire 
on  the  Warwickshire  Association.  He  seems  to  have  taken 
no  other  public  part  either  during  the  war  or  under  the  succeed- 
ing rule. 

He  was  aged  sixty-four  at  the  Visitation  of  1663,  and  married 
to  Eleanor,  daughter  of  William  Steventon  of  Dothill,  Salop. 
He  died  and  was  buried  at  Muccleston,  25  April  1667.  Will 
dated  1667  ;  Inv.  14  May  1667.  His  widow  was  buried  with 
him,  9  September  1669.  His  grandson,  John,  was  created  a 
baronet  in  1670,  a  dignity  which  still  continues. 


1  Pari.  1679. 

2  Notes  and  Queries,  12  S.  IV.  November  191 8. 
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The  Instrument  of  Government,  by  which  on  16  December 
1653  the  Protectorate  was  instituted,  made  considerable 
changes  in  the  House  of  Commons.  Many  of  the  smaller 
boroughs  were  disfranchised  altogether,  and  others  were  de- 
prived of  one  of  their  two  members.  Additional  members 
were  given  to  the  counties,  and  several  large  towns  which  had 
then  comparatively  recently  sprung  into  importance  were 
for  the  first  time  given  the  franchise. 

In  Staffordshire  the  changes,  while  not  so  marked  as  in 
some  counties,  were  considerable.  The  county  received  an 
extra  member,  but  the  City  of  Lichfield,  and  the  boroughs  of 
Stafford  and  Newcastle,  were  each  deprived  of  one  member  ; 
while  Tamworth  lost  its  position  as  a  separate  borough.  So  that 
the  net  change  in  the  entire  county  amounted  to  a  loss  of  four 
members  in  this  first  attempt  at  Parliamentary  Reform. 


Parliament  of  1654-5. 

Summoned  to  meet  at  Westminster  3  September  16541 ; 
dissolved  22  January  1655.  This  was  an  elected  Parliament 
of  conservative  puritans,  frightened  by  the  radicalism  of  the 
previous  "  independant  "  Parliament.  "  Oliver  was  deter- 
mined to  save  England  from  religious  intolerance  and  from  the 
omnipotence  of  an  irresponsible  Assembly.  The  members 
were  determined  to  save  her  from  despotism  and  military 
rule." 


1  On  August  28  1654,  Sir  Charles  Wolseley,  John  Swynfen,  jun., 
John  (sic  /)  Leigh  of  Rushall,  William  Tudor,  gent.,  Zacchary  Babington 
and  others  were  appointed  Commissioners  to  turn  out  ignorant  and 
scandalous  ministers.    (Harwood,  Erdeswick,  316.) 
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County  :       Sir  Charles  Wolseley,  Bart.. .        . .        . .  (i) 

Thomas  Crompton,  Esq.     . .        . .        . .  (2) 

Thomas  Whitgreve,  Esq.     . .        . .        . .  (3) 

returned  12  July  1654  by  the  sheriff, 
Brome  Whorwood  of  Sandwell,  after- 
wards a  Whig  M.P.1 

Stafford  :      John  Bradshawe,  Esq.,  serjt.-at-law        . .  (4) 
returned  by  the  Mayor,  Thomas  Back- 
house, 12  July  1654. 

Newcastle  :  Edward  Keeling,  gent.       . .        .         . .  (5) 

elected  7  July  1654. 

Lichfield  :     Thomas  Minors,  Esq.  . .        . .        . .  (6) 

elected  in  July  1654. 

(1)  Sir  Charles  Wolseley,  Bart.,  of  Wolseley,  M.P. 
Co.  Oxon  1653,  Staffs  1654-5,  1656-8,  Stafford  1660. 

Born  c.  1630  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  of  Sir  Robert  W.  of  the 
same  (cr.  Baronet  1628),  by  Mary,  daughter  of  Sir  George 
Wroughton,  Kt.  of  Walcot,  Wilts.  His  father  was  a  royalist, 
and  died  in  1646  while  his  estates  were  under  sequestration. 
Sir  Charles  obtained  the  discharge  in  October  1647  on  paying 
£2500.  On  12  May  1648  he  married  at  Hamworth,  Middlesex, 
Anne,  daughter  of  William  Fiennes,  first  Viscount  Saye  and 
Sele,  the  Roundhead  ;  and  so  he  became  a  puritan.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-three  the  Independent  Parliament  of  1653  put 
him  on  the  Council  of  State  ;  but  he  was  the  spokesman  of 
those  who  put  an  end  to  that  Parliament  (having  much  to  lose 
by  their  radical  policy),  and  for  this  Cromwell  put  him  on  his 
Council  of  State  and  made  him  one  of  the  thirteen  on  his  Privy 
Council.  He  remained  a  staunch  Cromwellian.  In  December 
1657  he  was  appointed  one  of  Cromwell's  House  of  Lords. 
He  was  on  Richard  (fromwell's  Council,  but  took  no  part 
during  the  troubles  of  1660,  except  to  get  returned  for  Stafford 
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to  the  Convention  Parliament.  He  was  pardoned  through  the 
good  offices  of  Lord  Mordaunt,  but  he  was  not  employed  by- 
Charles  II.  He  remained  a  puritan  and  the  friend  of  Arthur 
Annesley,  Earl  of  Anglesey.  In  Monmouth's  rebellion,  1685, 
he  was  arrested  on  suspicion  but  soon  released.  He  supported 
James  II  in  his  attempt  to  repeal  the  penal  laws  against 
dissenters,  and  was  almost  standing  for  Staffordshire  as  a 
Government  (Whig)  candidate  in  1688,  "  but  doubted  if  his 
own  interest  was  sufficient  to  secure  his  return."  He  died 
9  October  1714,  and  is  buried  at  Colwich.  Two  portraits  of 
him  are  at  Wolseley.1 

(2)  Thomas  Crompton,  Esq.    Pari.  1640-53. 

(3)  (Sir)  Thomas  Whitgreve  (Kt.)  of  Bridgeford  and 

Burton  by  Stafford,  M.P.  Staffs  1654-5,  1656-8, 
1659. 

Born  1625/6  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  of  Thomas  W.  of  the 
same  (d.  2  February  1643),  by  Mary,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Crompton  of  Stone,  M.P.2  He  married  Mary,  daughter  of 
Sir  William  Bowyer  of  Knypersley,  M.P.3  also  a  roundhead 
family,  having  had  no  children  by  her  in  1663.  Chetwynd 
gives  also,  as  wife  of  Thomas  Whitgreave  of  Bridgford,  Dorothy, 
eldest  daughter  of  Robert  Noel  of  Hilcot.4  Whitgreve  was 
added  to  the  bench  with  Major-General  Thomas  Harrison  in 
May  1651,  and  remained  on  after  the  Restoration,  at  least, 
in  1665  and  1680,  though  he  may  have  been  removed  and 
reinstated.  He  was  one  of  the  Commissioners  to  eject  scandal- 
ous ministers  in  1654,  with  Henry  Stone  and  Thomas  Adshead. 
In  July  1650  he  received  a  commission  as  Colonel,  probably 
of  Horse,  though  styled  Captain  in  1658.  He  was  knighted 
by  Cromwell  in  1658,  but  the  dignity  was  not  allowed  at  the 

% 


1  Diet.  Nat.  Biog. 

2  Pari.  1640-53. 

3  Pari.  1621-2. 

4  S.C.  1914,  67. 
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Restoration.1  He  is  easily  confounded  with  his  "cousin  and 
namesake  who  helped  to  save  Charles  II  at  Worcester  and 
died  in  1702. 2   The  J.P.-ships  may  be  those  of  this  cousin. 

(4)  John  Bradshaw  the  Regicide,  M.P.  Stafford  and  Cheshire 
1654. 3 

Baptised  at  Stockport  18  December  1602  ;  second  surviving 
son  of  Henry  B.  of  Marple,  Cheshire  (d.  1654),  by  Catherine, 
daughter  of  Ralph  Wimmington  of  Offerton,  Cheshire  (d. 
1604).  He  was  a  barrister  at  Gray's  Inn  in  1627  5  mayor  of 
Congleton  1637  ;  judge  of  the  sheriff's  Court  in  London  1643 
till  his  death  ;  counsel  for  Lilbourne  1645  ;  nominated  Com- 
missioner of  the  Great  Seal  by  the  Commons,  1646  ;  chief 
justice  of  Cheshire,  1647 ;  serjeant-at-law  1648.    He  was 


1  The  following  debate  took  place  on  30  January  1658  as  to  "  what 
appellation  shall  be  given  to  the  other  House  ": — 

Capt.  Whitgreve  :  "  We  have  had  sad  experience  of  what  treasure 
it  cost  us  when  we  were  a  Commonwealth  ;  more  than  in  five  hundred 
years  before.  Let  us  consider  the  condition  we  are  in.  Scotland 
scarse  recovered.  Ireland  wants  but  swords  to  return  again  to  be  our 
enemy.  His  Highness  (Cromwell)  has  called  the  Other  House  a 
House  of  Lords,  and  my  motion  is  that  you  would  address  them  by 
that  Title." 

Mr.  Bond  :  "I  like  not  to  hear  reflections  on  the  Long  Parliament 
to  whose  pains  and  success  the  Nation  owes  its  Peace  and  Safty.  The 
gentleman  is  pleased  to  say  they  were  expensive.  I  am  not  of  his 
opinion."    (Parry,  Par  Us.  524.) 

2  It  is  to  be  noted  to  Whitgreve's  credit  that  Lord  Stafford,  on  his 
trial  for  association  with  the  Popish  Plot,  called  Sir  Thomas ;  who  bore 
witness  for  his  enemy  that,  when  first  arrested,  Dugdale  had  resolutely 
denied  the  existence  of  any  Plot  at  all.  (Historical  Studies,  Staffs, 
Cherry,  85.) 

3  Mr.  Pink  writes  : — "  As  he  never  took  his  seat  in  Parliament 
it  is  clear  that  he  never  made  his  preference.  The  Commons  Journals, 
which  appear  to  give  all  (about  sixteen)  the  new  Writs  issued  during 
this  Parliament,  never  mention  either  Stafford  or  Cheshire.  Unfor- 
tunately we  do  not  always  get  the  names  of  the  new  members,  but 
I  have  the  names — gathered  from  Committees — of  twelve  or  thirteen 
who  must  have  been  elected.  I  do  not  recognise  any  Staffordshire 
names  among  them." 
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created  Lord  President  for  the  King's  trial,  12  January 
1649,  and  signed  his  death-warrant.  He  presided  over 
the  Council  of  State  1649-52  ;  stood  by  Parliament 
and  opposed  Cromwell  in  1653.  He  was  elected  for 
Stafford  and  Cheshire  in  1654,  but  declined  to  sign  the 
11  recognition  "  pledging  the  members  to  support  the 
Government,  so  that  he  never  took  his  seat,  becoming  the  chief 
opponent  of  government  by  the  army.  Bradshaw  recovered 
his  influence  with  the  restoration  of  the  Long  Parliament  after 
Richard  Cromwell's  deposition,  when  he  was  nominated  to  the 
Council  of  State,  13  May  1659.  But  he  died  31  October  1659, 
and  was  buried  in  Westminster  Abbey.  Afterwards  his  coffin 
was  hanged  at  Tyburn,  and  his  head  taken  off  and  stuck  with 
Cromwell's  and  Ireton's  on  the  spikes  at  the  end  of  West- 
minster Hall.  Bulstrode  Whitelock  says  of  him  "  a  strict 
man  and  learned  in  his  profession  ;  no  friend  of  monarchy." 
A  portrait  by  Vandergucht  is  in  Clarendon's  History. 

He  married  Mary  (6.  1596),  daughter  of  Thomas  Marbury 
of  Marbury,  Cheshire  ;  and  she  died  1655/9.  He  had  no 
issue.  I  cannot  see  that  he  had  any  estates  in  Staffordshire. 
Congleton  seems  to  have  been  his  provincial  headquarters.1 
For  his  Will  see  Earwaker's  East  Cheshire,  II.  73-77. 

(5)  Edward  Keeling,  M.P.  Newcastle  1654-5,  1659. 

Born  1598  ;  fourth  surviving  son  of  Thomas  K.,  alderman  of 
Newcastle  (d.  1617),  by  Thomassine,  daughter  of  Robert 
Sidewey  of  Stonilow  ;  his  elder  brother  was  John  Keeling, 
M.P.  for  Newcastle  1625-6.  He  was  either  an  admiralty 
lawyer  1651-4,2  or  a  merchant  of  London,  1654. 3  He  died 
before  1663,  apparently  unmarried. 

(6)  Thomas  Minors,  Mercer  of  Lichfield,  M.P.  Lichfield 

1654-5,  1656-8,  1659,  t66o«  t 

Born  26  Oct.  1609 ;  son  and  heir  of  Robert  M.  of  Holling- 
bury  Hall,  by  Gertrude,  daughter  of  Edmund  Hurt  of 
Marchington.    He  married  (1)  Sarah  (d.  1667),  daughter  of 

1  Diet.  Nat.  Biog.  2  Cal.  Pap.  Dom.  3  Cal.  Pap.  Dom. 
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John  Burnes  of  Lichfield,  (2)  Dorothy,  daughter  of  .  .  .  Jesson  ; 
and  was  buried  at  St.  Mary's,  Lichfield,  30  September  1677.  A 
Presbyterian.1  By  his  Will  he  endowed  a  school  that  he  had 
built  in  1670  for  thirty  poor  boys,  appointing  among  the  trustees 
those  noted  puritans  :  John  Swynfen,  Zacchary  Babbington, 
Henry  Stone  and  John  Turton.  Sheriff  of  Lichfield  1642  ;  on 
Committee  for  raising  money  there  1647;  bailiff  1649. 2  He 
was  added  to  the  Staffordshire  bench  in  1653  ;  was  on  the 
Commission  for  ejecting  scandalous  ministers  in  1654;  Assess- 
ment Commissioner  for  Lichfield  1656  ;  but  he  does  not  appear 
on  the  bench  after  the  Restoration.  He  entered  his  pedigree  at 
the  1663  Visitation.  He  was  excluded  by  the  Protector's 
Council  from  the  1656  Parliament.3 


Parliament  of  1656-8. 

Summoned  to  meet  17  September  1656  ;  held  two  sessions  ; 
dissolved  4  February  1658.  The  country  was  ruled  by  the 
Major-Generals  and  they  managed  the  Elections.  In  Cheshire 
and  at  Stafford,  Major-Gen eral  Tobias  Bridge  kept  out  Brad- 
shawe.  "  The  Government's  whole  influence  was  exerted  to 
secure  the  return  of  the  more  conspicuous  members  of  the 
Council  of  State.  It  was  calculated  that,  of  the  members 
returned,  one-half  were  bound  to  the  Government  by  ties  of 
profit  or  place."4  A  certificate  was  required  from  each  member 
before  admission  to  the  House,  and  Haselrig  with  ninety-three 
others  were  by  this  means  excluded  on  grounds  of  disaffection 
or  want  of  religion.5  Bowyer  for  Newcastle  and  Minors  for 
Lichfield  were  excluded,  though  Minors  was  readmitted  in 
January  1658.  The  other  four  were  among  those  described 
as  "  Kinglets."    Thomas  Chetwynd  was  sheriff. 

1  Cal.  Pap.  Dom.  1672.  »  Staffs  Advertiser,  16  May  19 19. 

3  Parly.  Hist.  ;  and  ex.  inf.  W.  T.  Mynors. 

4  J.  R.  Green,  Hist.  Eng.  People. 

5  Those  local  gentlemen  who  were  still  in  favour  with  the  Govern- 
ment in  1657  can  be  determined  from  a  List  of  "  Commissioners  for 
the  Public  Faith,"  given  in  the  Mercurius  Politicus  of  29  October 
1657  : — Colonel  Crompton,  Sir  John  Wirley,  Henry  Stone,  George 
Bellot,  Thomas  Whitgreve,  Daniel  Watson,  Matthew  Worswick. 
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County  : 


Sir  Charles  Wolseley,  bart.,  one  of  the 

Lord  Protector's  Council. . 
Thomas  Crompton,  Esq. 
Thomas  Whitgreve,  Esq. 

elected  20  August  1656. 


Stafford 


Newcastle 


Martin  Noel,  merchant  of  London  . 
returned    by   Edward  Wilson, 
19  August  1656. 


(1) 
(2) 
(3) 

(4) 


Mayor, 


John  Bowyer. .        ..        ..        ..        . .  (5) 

elected  15  August  1656  (never  sat). 

Lichfield  :     Thomas  Minors        . .       *   (6) 

elected  in  August,  1656  (excluded  but 
readmitted  January  1658). 

(1)  Sir  Charles  Wolseley,  Bart.    See  Pari.  1654-5. 
Wolseley  is  described  as  one  of  the  "  kinglets  "  or  sup- 
porters of  Cromwell. 

(2)  Thomas  Crompton,  Esq.    See  Pari.  1640-53. 

Styled  "  Col.  Crompton  "  ;  he  sat  all  through,  so  was 
clearly  a  "  kinglet  "  ;  but  he  was  excused  on  31  December 
1656,  and  does  not  appear  again  on  Committees.1 

(3)  (Sir)  Thomas  Whitgreve  (Kt.).    See  Pari.  1654-5. 

A  "  kinglet  "  ;  sat  continuously.  He  is  described  as  a 
Captain  of  a  Troop  of  Horse  at  £100  a  year.2 

(4)  (Sir)  Martin  Noel  (Kt.)  of  London,  M.P.  Stafford 

1656-8,  1659,  Wexford  (Ireland)  1661-5. 

Born  c.  1600  ;  probably  a  son  of  Edward  N.  of  Stafford  by 
Grace,  daughter  of  James  Noel  of  Peshale  (who  was  a  cousin 
of  Walter  Noel  of  Hilcote).  He  was  a  great  capitalist,  with  a 
plantation  in  the  Barbadoes  ;  and  a  farmer  of  the  Revenue. 
In  Parliament  he  was  a  "  kinglet/'  and  he  sat  throughout. 


1  Pink. 


a  Pink. 
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Assessment  Commissioner  for  London  and  Staffordshire  1656  ; 
for  Gloucestershire  also  1657  ;  elected  Alderman  of  London 
3  December  1657  ;  discharged  15  December  1657  on  a  ^ne  °* 
£520. 1  He  was  knighted  at  Whitehall,  2  September  1662. 
Noel  was  on  the  Committee  of  East  India  Company  1657-9. 
He  died  about  September  1665  of  the  plague ;  his  wife  died 
shortly  after  him.  Pepys  describes  him,  September  1662,  as 
"certainly  a  very  useful  man."2  His  Will  was  proved  in 
P.C.C.3  His  eldest  son  Martin  was  also  knighted  in  November 
1665. 4 

He  seems  to  have  begun  as  a  shipowner,  contractor  and 
moneylender.  Letters  of  Marque  were  granted  to  him  in 
1651  ;  he  appears  as  a  shipowner  in  1652  and  1653. 5  As 
a  merchant  of  London  he  had  licence  to  import  tar  and  hemp, 


1  Beaven,  Aldermen  of  London,  i,  6. 

2  Beaven,  Aldermen  of  London,  ii,  87. 

3  Will  of  Sir  Martin  Noel,  Kt.,  dated  23  September  1665  ; 
proved  in  P.C.C.  6  October  1665  by  Thomas  Noel  and  George 
Robinson. 

He  was  living  in  the  mansion  house  of  St.  Botolph's,  Bishopsgate. 

To  his  children  Nathaniell,  Theodorus,  Grace  and  Elizabeth  he 
leaves  his  half  of  the  plantation  of  Hornehall  in  the  Barbadoes  with 
the  slaves.  To  his  son  James  he  leaves  his  half  of  the  office  of  Secretary 
to  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Barbadoes  with  the  disposal  of  the 
clerkship  to  the  same.  To  his  son  Thomas  his  half  of  the  farm  of  the 
Additional  duties  under  the  English  Land  Tax.  To  his  widow  Elizabeth 
he  leaves  £100  per  ann.  out  of  his  farm  of  the  duties  on  timber,  glass, 
stone  and  stoneware.  He  mentions  his  brother  Thomas  Noel  of 
Surrannam  (Surinam),  and  the  reversions  he  had  bought  from  the 
Hon.  Edward  Noell,  son  and  heir  to  Lord  Cambden. 

To  his  son  and  heir  Martin  all  his  lands  in  Staffordshire,  in  Tipperary 
and  elsewhere  in  Ireland,  the  Barony  of  Cary  in  Ireland,  and  his  half 
of  the  farm  of  the  Irish  Customs  and  Excise. 

Residue  \  to  wife,  £  to  the  5  younger  children,  |  to  brothers  Matthew 
Noel  and  Thomas  Noel,  sisters  Jane  Blake  and  Atherton,  Martha 
wife  of  his  son  Thomas,  cousin  Mary  Harries,  widow,  sister  Anne 
Egginton,  friends  Sir  George  Smith  and  Capt.  Buckner. 

Exors. :  Sons  Martin  and  Thomas,  and  Mr.  George  Robinson. 

Overseers  :  Brother  Mr.  George  Blake  and  Mr.  Maswin.  (120  Hyde.) 

4  Shaw,  Knights.  5  Gal.  Pap.  Dom. 
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iron,  potash  and  cable  in  1653.  He  contracted  to  carry  the  Posts 
1653  ;  and  advanced  £16,000  to  the  State  in  1654. 1  At  his 
death  he  held  (jointly)  the  sinecure  of  Secretary  to  the 
Barbadoes. 

A  writer,  about  1720,  says  of  him  : — "  Martin  Noel,  who 
was  born  in  this  town  (Stafford),  was  bred  a  scrivener  in 
London,  and  being  a  person  of  Devotion,  built  a  fair  hospital 
in  this  his  Native  Place,  and  bountifully  endowed  it.  This 
gentleman's  charity  is  the  more  to  be  remember 'd  because 
'tis  said  his  Foundation  was  the  first  considerable  Fabrick  of 
that  nature  in  this  County  ;  but  'tis  hoped  his  zeal  may  pro- 
voke many,  not  only  here  but  in  other  Counties.  He  was 
living  in  1660 ,  and  saw  the  Fruits  of  his  Goodness  with  Com- 
fort."2 

(5)  John  Bowyer,  Esq.    See  Pari.  1640-53. 

Bowyer  was  one  of  the  ninety-three  excluded,  and  signed 
the  Protestation  to  the  Speaker,  22  September  1656.  He 
never  sat. 

(6)  Thomas  Minors.    See  Pari.  1654-5. 

Minors  was  one  of  the  ninety-three  excluded.  He  also 
signed  the  Protestation,  and  was  readmitted  in  January  1658. 


1  Cal.  Pap.  Dom. 

2  Magna  Britannia,  published  c.  1720. 
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Parliament  of  1659. 

Summoned  to  meet  27  January  1659  ;  dissolved  22  April 
1659.  The  Cromwellian  Reform  Act  did  not  last  after  the 
Protector's  decease.  "  The  Petition  and  Advice,  having 
left  the  matter  of  seats  in  Parliament  and  their  distribution 
open  for  further  consideration,  Richard  and  his  Council  were 
advised  by  the  lawyers  that  it  would  be  more  '  according  to 
law,'  and  therefore  more  safe  and  agreeable  to  the  spirit  and 
letter  of  the  Petition  and  Advice,  to  abandon  the  late  tem- 
porary method  and  revert  to  the  ancient  use  and  wont." 
Accordingly  writs  were  issued  to  all  the  old  constituencies. 

In  this  Parliament  the  Republicans  under  Vane  and  the 
secret  Royalists  under  Ashley  Cooper  attacked  the  old  Crom- 
wellian Army  system.  The  Parliament  ordered  the  Council 
of  Officers  to  dissolve,  but  the  Council  of  Officers  instead 
forced  Richard  Cromwell  to  dissolve  Parliament,  and  Richard 
himself  they  set  aside. 

All  the  Staffordshire  members  seem  to  be  solid  supporters 
of  the  Lord  Protector,  neither  Republican  nor  Royalist,  unless 
it  be  that  Crompton  had  refused  a  knighthood  on  account  of 
Republican  principles. 

County  :      Colonel  Thomas  Crompton  . .       . .        . .  (1) 

Sir  Thomas  Whitgreve,  Kt. . .        . .       .  -  (2) 

elected  in  January  1659. 
(Humble  Ward  of  Dudley,  sheriff.) 

Stafford  :      Martin  Noell,  Esq   . .        . .  (3) 

William  Jessop,  Esq.  . .        . .        . .  (4) 

elected  in  January  1659. 
(John  Hitchcok,  Mayor.) 
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Newcastle  :  Edward  Keeling,  Esq. 

Major-Gen eral  Tobias  Bridge 
elected  in  January  1659. 


(5) 

(6) 


Lichfield  :    Thomas  Mynors,  Esq. 

Daniel  Watson,  Esq. 


(7) 
(8) 


elected  in  January  1659. 


Tam worth  :  John  Swynfen,  Esq.1 
Thomas  Fox,  Esq. 

elected  4  January  1659. 


(9) 
(10) 


(1)  Colonel  Thomas  Crompton.    See  Pari.  1640-53. 

(2)  Sir  Thomas  Whitgreve,  Kt.    See  Pari.  1654-5. 

(3)  (Sir)  Martin  Noel  (Kt.).    See  Pari.  1656-8. 

(4)  William  Jessop  of  Warwick  House,  Holborn,  M.P. 

Stafford  1659. 

Born  c.  1604  '>  parentage  unknown.  He  appears  first  in 
1642  as  secretary  to  Sir  Gilbert  Gerard,  Bart.,  of  Harrow,  M.P., 
Treasurer  at  War  to  the  Army  of  Parliament.  In  164^1  he  was 
secretary  to  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  Lord  High  Admiral  From 
April  1645,  upon  the  abolition  of  the  Office  of  Lord  High 
Admiral,  he  was  made  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  Committee. 
In  1651  he  was  in  disgrace,  accused  of  embezzlement.  But  in 
1652  he  was  appointed  by  the  Council  to  a  Commission  to 
investigate  the  accounts  of  the  Receivers  of  Revenue.2  Under 
the  Protectorate  he  was  appointed,  in  1653,  Assistant  Secretary 
to  John  Milton,  then  Secretary  of  the  Latin  Tongue.  As 
"  Clerk  to  the  Council  of  State  "  he  was  made,  14  July  1657, 


1  15  February  1659,  Mr.  Swynfen  :  "I  would  have  this  caution 
as  to  the  reception  of  this  Petition,  that  the  coming  in  the  name  of 
boundless  liberty,  may  not  destroy  Liberty.  That  unlimited  Liberty 
has  been  the  source  of  all  mischief.  There  is  as  much  Tyranny  in 
Liberty  as  otherwise.  I  would  not  stir  up  that  Liberty  that  leaves 
you  no  Liberty  here." 

2  Cat.  Pap.  Dom. 
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Secretary  to  the  Commissioners  for  Public  Accounts,  which 
offices  he  held  till  he  was  superseded  at  the  Restoration. 

At  the  opening  of  Parliament  1659,  ne  was  one  °f  ^he  Com- 
missioners to  tender  the  oaths.  He  retired  from  all  his  public 
offices  at  the  Restoration,  but  Pepys  records  his  reappointment 
to  the  post  of  Secretary  to  the  Commission  of  Accounts  in 
January  1668,  which  appears  to  be  the  latest  mention  of  him. 

He  married  in  1634  (Licence,  London,  8  July,  describes 
him  as  "  of  St.  Andrews,  Holborn,  gent.,"  aged  thirty,  bachelor  ; 
she,  aged  thirty,  spinster)  to  Maryet  or  Marget,  daughter  of 
 Edwin  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  Old  Fish  Street,  fish- 
monger ;  and  he  left  an  only  daughter,  and  heiress,  Anne, 
wife  of  William  Hulton  of  Hulton  Park,  Lanes,  M.P.,  ancestor 
of  the  present  Sir  W.  H.  Hulton,  bart.1 

(5)  Edward  Keeling.    See  Pari.  1654-5. 

(6)  (Sir)  Major-General  Tobias  Bridge  (Kt.),  M.P.  Wy- 

combe 1656-8,  Wycombe  and  Newcastle,  preferring 
Newcastle  1659. 

Mr.  Pink  says  : — His  parentage  is  unknown.  He  first 
appears  as  Captain  in  the  Army  of  Fairfax.  He  was  Colonel 
of  Horse  1655-59  >  Major-General  of  Cheshire,  Lancashire 
and  Staffordshire  1656  (succeeding  Charles  Worsley,  deceased)  ; 
Assessment  Commissioner  for  counties  Bucks,  Chester,  Stafford 
and  Surrey  in  the  Act  of  1656  ;  for  Bedfordshire  in  1657  as 
"  Colonel  Tobias  Bridge.' ' 

He  was  an  active  Cromwellian  and  a  supporter  of  the 
Protectorate.  He  was  one  of  the  Committee  for  Scotch 
Affairs  in  the  Parliament  of  1656,  and  on  27  March  1657  was 
one  of  the  sixty  members  of  the  House  appointed  to  present 
to  the  Protector  the  Petition  and  Advice.  Afterwards  he  was 
one  of  the  fifty-one  to  prepare  "  reasons  for  adhereing  to  it," 
and  of  the  ninety-nine  to  wait  upon  His  Highness  11  to  satisfy 
his  scruples."    On  19  May  1657  he  was  also  one  of  fifty-five 


1  Pink. 
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members  to  consider  "  how  to  limit  the  Title  of  Lord  Pro- 
tector/' Altogether  between  1656  and  1658  he  was  most 
active  on  the  important  Committees  ;  and  in  1659  ne  was  one 
of  the  Commission  to  tender  the  oaths. 

On  13  August  1659  he  received  a  Commission  as  Major  in 
Lord  Lockhart's  Regiment  of  Horse  at  Dunkirk.  After  the 
Restoration  a  new  Commission  was  made  out  for  him  as  Captain 
of  a  Troop  of  Horse  at  Dunkirk,  "  under  no  Colonel  and  receiv- 
ing orders  only  from  the  King  and  Governor,"  4  March  1662. 
This  post  he  held  until  Dunkirk  was  abandoned  in  October 
1662.  In  March  1666  he  was  still  styled  Captain  Tobias 
Bridge,  and  he  appears  shortly  afterwards  to  have  been  knighted, 
for  it  was  as  "  Sir  Tobias  Bridge  "  that  on  July  5  1666  he  was 
appointed  Captain  of  a  Troop  of  Horse  in  the  Duke  of  Rich- 
mond's Regiment,  and  on  11  February  1667  Colonel  of  the 
English  Regiment  of  Foot  sent  to  the  Barbadoes.  In  December 
1673  he  commanded  the  land  forces  against  Tobago.  He  was 
admitted  a  member  of  the  Council  of  Barbadoes  in  1674,  which 
is  the  latest  date  at  which  he  appears.  He  gave  his  name  to 
Bridgetown,  Barbadoes,  the  capital  of  the  island,  and  he 
probably  died  there. 

(7)  Thomas  Minors.    See  Pari.  1654-5. 

(8)  Lieut.-Col.   Daniel  Watson   of  Burton-on-Trent,1 

M.P.  Lichfield  1659,  till  unseated  on  petition, 

27  June  1660. 

Born  c.  1620  ;  second  son  of  Henry  W.  of  the  same  (d. 
1635),  by  Anne  (d.  1657),  daughter  of  one  Wardle,  a  clerk.  He 
was  admitted  to  Gray's  Inn,  3  February  1637,  ancl  was  called 
to  the  bar.  He  was  added  to  the  Staffordshire  bench  with 
other  roundhead  officers  in  June  1649,  being  styled  "  Captain"  ; 
but  he  was  removed  therefrom  at  or  before  the  Restoration 
and  reinserted  in  1668.    He  and  Mr.  Main  waring  are  notified 


1  Watson's  house  in  Burton  was  the  old  House  of  the  Blounts 
there;  see  Pari.  1510.    (Harwood,  Erdeswick,  476.) 
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by  the  Council  of  State  as  to  various  appointments  in  November 
1653,  as  though  they  were  principal  justices  j1  and  in  April 
1654  he  is  styled  "  Lieutenant  Colonel."2  He  was  an  Assess- 
ment Commissioner  for  Staffordshire  in  1656  ;  and  appointed 
Recorder  of  Newcastle,  17  November  1660. 3 

He  married,  c.  1650,  Rebecca,  daughter  of  Edward  Villiers 
of  Hanbury,  a  roundhead  J. P.  ;  and  his  daughter  Dorothy 
married  Alderman  William  Burslem,  the  Tory  M.P.  for  New- 
castle.4 He  entered  his  pedigree  in  the  1663  Visitation  as 
"  Steward  of  Lichfield."  He  was  still  alive  in  1680,  and  died 
soon  after,  leaving  two  sons  of  age,  Daniel  and  Edward,  and 
two  daughters,  Dorothy  as  above,  and  Elizabeth,  married  to 
Isaac  Hawkins  of  Burton-on-Trent,  barrister-at-law,  who  died 
in  March  1713.  His  eldest  son  and  heir  had  married  a  daughter 
of  that  roundhead  Sir  Thomas  Gresley  of  Drakelow. 

He  may  possibly  be  the  Major  Wattson  who  was  in  charge 
of  the  Duke  of  Monmouth's  stables  in  1678,  and  was  accordingly 
made  Deputy  Steward  to  the  Duke  at  Stafford,5  at  a  time  when 
the  Duke  wished  to  control  the  Stafford  election  and  set  Sir 
Thomas  Armstrong  in  that  seat. 

(9)  John  Swynfen.    See  Pari.  1640-53. 

(10)  Thomas  Fox  of  Tamworth,  or  of  Fauld,  Gent.,  M.P. 

Tamworth  1659,  1660. 

Born  1621/2.  I  think  he  was  the  Parliamentary  Captain 
and  Colonel.  In  the  diary  of  Sir  John  G ell's  Regiment,  October 
1642-February  1644,  we  read  about  the  affairs  of  March 
1643  : — "  While  that  parte  of  our  forces  were  thus  engaged  at 
Newarke,  Captain  Fox  came  post  from  Lichfield  and  brought 
the  sad  news  of  Lord  Brooke's  death,  whereuppon  our  colonell 
went  immediately  with  the  Captain  to  Lichfield  ....  tooke 
the  close  ....  joined  Sir  William  Brereton  ....  fought 


1  Cal.  Pap.  Dom. 

3  MS.  penes  Mr.  Pape. 

6  Cal.  Pap.  Dom. 


2  Cal.  Pap.  Dom. 
4  Pari.  1 7 10. 
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at  Hopton  Heath."1  And  again,  in  the  journal  of  the  Com- 
mission at  Stafford,  under  date  zz  January  1644/5,  "  Colonell 
Fox  doth  promise  to  assist  us  in  raising  money  neare  his  garrison 
of  Edgbaston,  therefore  he  is  to  raise  monies  in  Arley  and 
Enville."2  He  was  in  1654  one  of  the  Commissioners  for 
ejecting  scandalous  ministers.  Mr.  Pink  fancies  he  was  one 
of  the  somewhat  numerous  family  of  that  name  in  Salop, 
which  furnished  many  M.P.'s  for  that  county.  Sir  Simon 
Degge  describes  him,  in  1669,  among  the  new  gentry  as  "  Fox, 
a  scrivener  at  Folde."  Thomas  Fox  and  Judith  his  wife 
lived  at  the  Moat  House  in  Tamworth,  which  they  sold  to 
Sir  William  Boothby  in  1663. 3  He  died  in  1666,  aged 
forty-four.4 


The  Rump  Parliament. 

After  the  dissolution  of  the  1659  Parliament  the  Council 
of  Officers  allied  themselves  with  the  Republican  party  and 
recalled  the  Rump  Parliament  that  they  had  ejected  in  1653. 
It  began  its  sittings  on  9  May  1659  w^h  42  members,  gradually 
increasing  in  numbers  till  the  House  could  reckon  on  about 
120  members  as  belonging  to  it.  How  many  actually  returned 
it  is  difficult  to  say.  Ludlow  estimates  that  there  were  160 
old  Rumpers  then  alive  ;  if  so  a  good  many  of  them  did  not 
reappear  at  Westminster.  The  highest  division  shows  not 
more  than  76  present  at  one  time.  Prynne  gives  91  as  the 
actual  number  who  attended  from  time  to  time.5 

On  13  October  1659,  when  Haselrig  and  the  Rump  demanded 
the  dismissal  of  Generals  Fleetwood  and  Lambert,  this  Rump 
Parliament  was  again  itself  dismissed  by  the  Army  Officers, 
and  Government  was  conducted  by  a  Committee  of  Safety 
at  Wallingford  House. 


1  Shaw,  Staffs.  I.  54. 
3  Shaw,  Staffs.  I.  422. 
5  Pink. 


2  Shaw,  Staffs,  I.  69. 
4  Beaven. 
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On  24  December  1659  the  Rump  Parliament  was  restored 
a  second  time  by  Lambert  and  the  Generals,  but  the  number 
who  returned  never  exceeded  53. 

On  6  February  1660  Monck  came  south  with  his  Army, 
entered  London  and  enforced  the  return  of  the  members 
secluded  in  December  1648.  Prynne  reported  that  194  of 
these  were  available  (40  having  died  bey  ween  1648  and  1660). 
But  notwithstanding  this  addition  the  House  in  its  brief 
session  never  attained  to  a  higher  attendance  thna  150,  the 
average  being  100  to  120,  of  whom  one-third  were  Rumpers.1 
At  last  on  16  March  1660  the  Long  Parliament  dissolved 
itself  and  issued  Writs  for  a  new  Convention  Parliament. 

The  Staffordshire  members  throughout  these  changes  were  : 

Rumpers,  restored  in  May  1659 — 

Thomas  Crompton  (County)  . .  . .  (1) 
Sir  Peter  Wentworth  (Tamworth)  . .  (2) 

Secluded  members,  returned  in  February  1660 — 

John  Bowyer  (County)      . .        . .        . .  (3) 

John  Swynfe'n  (Stafford)    . .        .  ,        . .  (4) 

Mr.  Pink  adds  : — "I  am  quite  sure  that  no  other  of  the 
Staffordshire  M.P.'s  came  back — the  evidence  being  Committees, 
which  were  very  numerous,  and  all  of  which  I  have  extracted 
and  compared." 

(1)  Colonel  Thomas  Crompton.    See  Pari.  1640-53. 

(2)  Sir  Peter  Wentworth,  K.B.    See  Pari.  1640  -53. 

(3)  (Sir)  John  Bowyer  (Bart.).    See  Pari.  1640-53. 

(4)  John  Swynfen.    See  Pari.  1640-53. 

The  attitude  of  Staffordshire  towards  these  changes  may  be 
guessed  from  the  determined  Toryism  of  the  county  for  the  next 
170  years.    Yet  still,  when  Sir  George  Booth  rose  for  King 


1  Pink. 
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Charles  in  Cheshire  in  August  1659,  immediately  "  Major  Gent 
and  1000  Moorlanders  rose  spontaneously  for  Parliament  "  ; 
and  the  Mercurius  Politicus  of  11  August  1659  reports  "  those 
who  immediately  armed  for  Parliament  were,  Colonel  Crompton, 
•  Major  Thomas  Gent,  Captain  Backhouse,  Captain  Adney  and 
Major  Robert  Smith."  Throughout  the  Wars  of  the 
Religion  the  men  of  the  Potteries  and  Leek  (called  collectively 
"  moorlanders  "  at  that  time)  were  by  far  the  most  puritanical 
element  in  the  county.  This  attitude  came,  perhaps,  from 
association  with  Serjeant  Bradshaw  and  Major-General  Thomas 
Harrison  of  Newcastle. 


Parliament  of  1660. 

Called  by  Writs  issued  16  March  1660  in  accordance  with 
an  Act  passed  by  the  Rump  Parliament  ;  met  25  April  1660  ; 
held  two  sessions  *  dissolved  29  December  1660.  This  Parlia- 
ment was  legalised  by  Act  of  13  Charles  II  Cap.  1.  This  was 
the  Convention  Parliament  that  voted  the  Restoration  of 
Charles  II,  titular  King  of  England  since  1649. 1 

County  :      Edward  Bagot,  Esq.  . .        . .        . .       .  -  (1) 

William  Sneyd,  Esq   (2) 

elected  5  April  1660. 


1  Staffs  M.P.'s  on  important  Committees  in  1660  Parliament. 
1  May. — To  prepare  answer  to  the  King's  Letter  from  Breda — Col. 

Bowyer,  Mr.  Swynfen. 
3  May. — To  prepare  Bill  to  abolish  Feudal  Tenures— Col.  Bowyer, 

Mr.  Swynfen. 

14  May. — To  arrange  the  King's  reception — Mr.  Swynfen. 
14  May.— On  Bill  for  Pardon  and  oblivion— Mr.  Swynfen. 
22  May  .—For  voiding  all  Grants,  honours,  offices,  passed  since  May 
1642 — Bowyer,  Swynfen. 

29  May.— Bill  for  confirmation  of  Privileges  of  Parliament— Swynfen. 

30  July.— Bill  for  restoring  Ministers  to  their  livings— Col.  Bowyer, 

Mr.  Swynfen,  Mr.  Thos.  Mynors. 
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Stafford  :      Sir  Charles  Wolseley,  Bart   (3) 

*John  Swynfen,  Esq.  . .        . .        . .        . .  (4) 

elected  30  March  1660. 

Newcastle  :  John  Bowyer,  Esq   (5) 

Samuel  Terrick,  Esq.  . .        . .        . .  (6) 

elected  4  April  1660. 

Lichfield  :     Michael  Biddulph,  Esq.       . .        . .        . .  (7) 

*Daniel  Watson,  Esq.        . .        . .        . .  (8) 

returned  c.  April  1660,  after  a  contest 
with  Mr.  Thomas  Minors,  who 
petitioned.  27  June  1660,  Report  and 
Resolution — "That  Mr.  Watson  who 
was  returned  with  Michael  Biddulph, 
Esq.,  had  been  returned  by  the 
partiality  of  the  sheriff  and  that  the 
Petitioner  Mr.  Minors  had  a  great 
number  of  voices  above  Mr.  Watson. 
Resolved  that  Mr.  Minors  is  duly 
elected,  sheriff  ordered  into  custody." 
Thomas  Minors         . .        . .        . .  •  (9) 

Tamworth  :  Richard  Newdigate,  Lord  Chief  Justice  of 

the  Upper  Bench  . .  . .        . .        . .  (10) 

*Thomas  Fox,  Esq.    . .  . .        . .        . .  (11) 

elected  5  April  1660. 

There  was  possibly  a  contest  at  Newcastle  as  well  as  at 
Lichfield  ;  for  the  Mercurius  Politicus  of  12  April  1660  gives 
the  second  member  for  that  borough  not  as  Terrick  but  as 
Edward  Main  waring. 

(1)  (Sir)  Edward  Bagot  (Bart.)  of  Blithfield,  M.P.  Staffs 
1660. 

Born  22  May  1616  ;  son  and  heir  of  Sir  Harvey  B.  of  the 
same,  M.P.1  (first  baronet  ;  d.  1660)  by  Katherine  (Adderley). 


1  Pari.  1628-9. 
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He  matriculated  at  Trinity  Hall,  Oxford,  20  February  1635, 
aged  seventeen  ;  was  a  student  of  the  Middle  Temple  1635. 
He  married,  9  May  1641  at  Buckingham,  Mary,  widow  of  John 
Crawley  of  Someries,  Beds.,  and  daughter  and  heiress  of 
William  Lambard,  bailiff  of  Buckingham.  He  left  the  fighting 
in  the  Civil  Wars  to  his  two  younger  brothers,  but  he  seems  to 
have  been  removed  from  the  Commission  of  the  Peace  in  1657, 
though  he  must  have  got  back  again  very  soon  after. 

His  estate  had  been  reduced  to  about  /450  a  year ;  he  had  a 
numerous  family — twelve  sons  and  five  daughters.  He  died 
30  March  1673  ;  his  widow  died  22  October  1686,  aged  sixty- 
seven  ;  both  were  buried  at  Blithfield,  and  on  his  M.I.  it  is 
written  :  "A  true  Assertor  of  Episcopacy  in  the  Church  and 
Hereditary  Monarchy  in  the  State."  His  son  also  sat  for  the 
County. 1 

(2)  William  Sneyd  of  Keele,  M.P.  Staffs  1660. 

Born  1613  ;  second  son  of  Ralph  S.  of  the  same  (d.  1643)  by 
Felice,  daughter  of  Nicholas  Archbold  of  Uttoxeter.  He  was 
admitted  a  fellow  commoner  of  Caius  College,  Cambridge, 
7  July  1632,  aged  eighteen  ;  admitted  to  Gray's  Inn,  9  May 
1634  ;  succeeded  to  the  estates  on  the  death  in  action  of  his 
elder  brother,  1650/1.2  He  was  an  Assessment  Commissioner 
for  Staffordshire  1656  ;  J. P.  1660-94  ;  sheriff  1663-4.  His 
estates  were  sequestered  for  non-payment  of  his  brother's 
fine  for  delinquency  ;  the  fine  was  paid  by  the  widow.  In 
1661  he  petitioned  the  King  for  discharge  from  the  office  of 
Sheriff,  his  brother  Colonel  Sneyd  having  been  heavily  fined 
as  a  Royalist,  and  lands  worth  £1000  a  year  sold  to  pay  the 
debt.  His  elder  brother  also  left  a  large  family  of  daughters 
to  be  provided  for  out  of  the  estate.  But  the  development  of 
the  coal  fields  on  the  estate  during  these  years  must  have 
completely  restored  the  fortunes  of  the  house  long  before  his 
death.    He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Robert  Audley 


1  Pari.  1679. 


3  Pari.  1640-53. 
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of  Gransden,  Hunts,  and  died  "  aged  82,"  being  buried  at 
Wolstanton  17  January  1695. 

(3)  Sir  Charles  Wolseley,  Bart.    See  Pari.  1654-5. 

(4)  John  Swynfen.    See  Pari.  1640-53. 

(5)  Colonel  (Sir)  John  Bowyer  (Bart.).    See  Pari.  1640-53. 

(6)  Samuel  Terrick.    See  Pari.  1640-53. 

(7)  Captain  Michael  Biddulph  of  Elmhurst,  M.P.  Lichfield 

1660. 

Baptised  at  Elford,  6  November  1610  ;  son  and  heir  of 
Michael  B.  of  the  same,  M.P.  for  Lichfield  in  the  Long  Parlia- 
ment,1 by  Elizabeth  (Skeffington) .  He  was  a  Captain  in  the 
Parliamentary  Army  early  in  the  Civil  Wars  ;  succeeded  to 
his  father's  estates  26  January  1658,  and  was  appointed  one 
of  the  Assessment  Commissioners  for  Staffordshire  and  for 
Lichfield.  He  died  s.p.,  and  was  buried  in  Stowe  Church, 
3  November  1666,  his  brother  Theophilus  being  his  heir.2 

(8)  Colonel  Daniel  Watson.    See  Pari.  1659. 

(9)  Thomas  Minors.    See  Pari.  1654-5. 

(10)  (Sir)  Richard  Newdigate  (Bart.),  of  Arbury,  War- 

wickshire, M.P.  Tamworth  1660. 

Born  1602  ;  younger  son  of  Sir  John  N.  of  the  same,  by 
Ann,  eldest  daughter  of  Sir  Edward  Fitton  of  Gawsworth, 
Cheshire.  He  married,  1631,  Juliana,  daughter  of  Sir  Francis 
Leigh,  K.B.,  of  Kings  Newsam,  Warwickshire.  He  was  called 
to  the  bar  at  Gray's  Inn  1628  ;  serjeant-at-law  1654  >  Justice 
of  the  upper  bench,  May  1654.  He  declined  to  try  the  York- 
shire insurgents  in  1655  smce  "  levying  war  against  the  Pro- 
tector was  not  within  the  Statute  of  Treason/'  and  he  was 


1  Pari.  1640-53. 
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removed  in  consequence.  He  was  reinstated  June  1657 ; 
made  chief  justice,  17  January  1660.  "  Anticipating  his 
dismissal  on  the  Restoration,  he  suffered  himself  to  be  returned 
to  the  Convention  Parliament."  On  5  April  1660  he  was  re- 
made a  serjeant.  He  had  succeeded  his  elder  brother  at 
Arbury  in  1642  ;  was  created  a  baronet  1677,  and  died 
14  October  1678. 1  His  son  married  Sir  Edward  Bagot's 
daughter  Mary,  b.  1646. 

(n)  Thomas  Fox,  Gent.    See  Pari.  1659. 


1  Diet.  Nat.  Biog. 
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30  January  1649  or  29  May  1660. 
Parliament  of  1661-79. 

Summoned  to  meet  8  May  1661,  held  sixteen  sessions, 
dissolved  24  January  1679.  This  "  Pensioner  Parliament  " 
was  elected  during  the  frantic  outburst  of  loyalty  that  succeeded 
the  Restoration.  It  became  contemptible,  passed  the  Hearth 
Tax  and  became  unpopular,  and  was  finally  dissolved  in  the 
midst  of  the  panic  of  the  Popish  Plot.  The  Whig  Opposition 
first  arose  during  the  latter  years  of  this  Parliament.  Marvel, 
the  independent  Whig,  writing  in  1677,  mentions  among  the 
Court  or  Tory  party,  Egerton,  Dyott,  Walter  Chetwynd, 
Leveson  Gower.1  Will  Chetwynd  was  doubtless  of  the  same 
complexion.  Colclough  was  probably  an  absentee  in  Ireland 
long  before  the  end  of  the  Parliament ;  but  there  is  some 
evidence  that  Littleton,  Biddulph,  Swynfen  and  Boyle  were  of 
mild  Whig  or  country-party  principles — at  least  independent.2  3 


1  Marvel's  List  of  Pensioners  deals  as  follows  with  the  Staffordshire 
members  :  Randal  Egerton,  Esq.,  a  Captain  in  the  Guards,  has  had 
in  boons  ^1000.  Richard  Diot,  a  sea  (sic  /)  captain,  kinsman  to  Sir 
Robert  Car  (Kerr),  /400  per  annum  pension.  Walter  Chetwynd, 
courted,  treated  and  complimented  out  of  his  vote.  Levison  Gower, 
Esq.,  son-in-law  to  the  Earl  of  Bath,  had  a  great  estate  fell  to  him  by 
chance  ;  but  honesty  and  wit  never  came  by  accident. 

2  On  21  January  1674  a  debate  took  place  on  elections  which  is 
instructive  :  "  The  expenses  are  so  vast  that  it  goes  beyond  all  bounds. 
Some  carry  their  Elections  by  awe  and  force,  and  some  by  ability 
to  expend."  Mr.  Waller  :  "  Times  are  much  changed.  Formerly  the 
neighbourhood  desired  him  to  serve  ;  there  was  a  dinner  and  so  an 
end.  But  now  it  is  a  kind  of  an  Empire.  Some  hundred  years  ago 
many  Boroughs  sent  not.  They  could  get  none  to  serve.  Now  it  is 
in  fashion  and  a  fine  thing,  they  are  revived."  (Parry,  Parlt.  568.) 
Evelyn's  brother  George  spent  nearly  ^2000  in  1679  by  "a  most 
abominable  custom  "  in  carrying  the  county  of  Surrey  against  Lord 
Longford  and  Sir  Adam  Brown.  (Evelyn's  Diary,  4  February  1679.) 
In  1685  Evelyn  and  Onslow  again  stood  ;  but,  through  a  trick  of  the 
sheriff  in  holding  the  election  a  day  before  it  was  expected,  the  old 
members  were  not  returned.    (Dasent,  Speakers,  227.) 

3  Mr.  Pink  gives  a  remarkable  illustration  of  the  youthfulness  of 
some  in  this  Parliament.    On  8  January  1666/7,  Lord  Torrington, 
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County  :       Sir  Thomas  Leigh,  Kt.        . .       . ,       . .  (1) 

Randolph  Egerton,  Esq   (j) 

elected  4  April  1661. 
by-election  (New  Writ  issued   19  April 
1662  ;  reissued  11  February  1663)  vice 
Leigh  deceased,1 

Sir  Edward  Littleton,  Bart  

elected  5  March  1663. 

Stafford  :      Robert  Milward,  Esq. 

William  Chetwynd,  Esq. 
elected  5  April  1661. 
by-election    (Writ     21  January) 
Milward,  deceased, 
Walter  Chetwynd,  Esq. 
elected  3  February  1674. 

Newcastle:  Sir  Caesar  Colclough,  Bart... 

Edward  Mainwaring,  Esq. 
elected  6  April  1661. 
by-election  (Writ  13  April)  vice  Main- 
waring,  deceased. 
William  Leveson  Gower,  Esq.        . .        . .  (9) 
elected  21  April  1675. 
(Election  contested  by  Sir  John  Bowyer, 
Bart.,  Whig,  who  petitioned,  4  May 
1675.    No  Report.) 


(3) 

(4) 
(5) 

(6) 

(7) 
(8) 


only  son  of  George,  Duke  of  Albemarle,  was  elected  for  Devon.  He 
was  born  14  August  1653,  so  that  he  had  only  completed  his  thirteenth 
year. 

1  No  reason  is  assigned  for  the  repetition  of  the  Writ  nearly  twelve 
months  afterwards.  It  may  be  that  the  first  Writ  was  ordered  upon  a 
false  report  of  his  death.  For  some  reason  it  was  inoperative.  I  have 
come  across  one  or  two  other  instances  of  the  issue  of  a  Writ 
prematurely.  (Pink.) 
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Lichfield  :     John  Lane,  Esq.      . .        . .        . .       . .  (10) 

Sir  Theophilus  Biddulph,  Kt  (n) 

elected  2  May  1661. 

by-election  (Writ  10  October  1667)  vice 

Lane,  deceased, 

Richard  Dyott,  Esq  (12) 

by-election  (New  Writ  issued  28  February 

1678)  vice  Dyott,  deceased, 

Sir  Henry  Lyttleton,  Bart  (13) 

elected  21  February  1678. 

(Lyttleton,  a  Tory,  defeated  Michael 

Biddulph,  Whig.  The  latter  petitioned. 

No  Report.) 

Tamworth  :  Amos  Walrond,  Esq.   (14) 

John  Swynfen,  Esq.  . .        . .        . .        . .  (15) 

elected  8  April  1661. 

by-election    (Writ    19    October1)  vice 
Walrond,  deceased, 
John  Ferrers,  Esq.   .  .       . .        . .       . .  (16) 

Charles,  Lord  Clifford         . .       . .       . .  (17) 

double  return,  26  November  1669. 
9  December  1669 :  Petition  of  Lord 
Clifford  against  the  return  of  Mr. 
Ferrers.  Referred.  Petition  renewed 
18  February  1670.  26  March  1670  : 
Report  touching  double  return  for 
Tamworth.  Resolved  that  Mr.  Ferrers 
is  not  duly  elected  and  that  Lord 
Clifford  is  duly  elected.  The  question 
was  "  whether  the  right  of  election  is 
in  the  Bailiff  and  twenty-four  Capital 
Burgesses,  or  in  the  populacy  and 
Burgesses    at    large."     Opinion  in 


1  22  November  :  A  Member  is  reprehended  for  detaining  in  his 
hands  the  Writ  for  the  Borough  of  Tamworth.    (Parry,  Parlt,  559-) 
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favour  of  the  Bailiff  and  twenty-four 
Burgesses.  Agreed  to  by  the  House 
by  90  votes  against  84.  Return 
amended,  28  March  1670. 1 

(1)  The   Hon.   Sir  Thomas  Leigh,   Kt.,   of  Hamstall 

Ridware,  M.P,  Staffs  1661-2. 
Born  c.  1616  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  apparent  of  Thomas,  first 
Baron  Leigh  of  Stoneleigh, Warwickshire,  by  Mary,  daughter  and 
coheiress  of  Sir  Thomas  Egerton,  son  of  Lord  Chancellor  Elles- 
mere.  He  was  knighted  at  Stoneleigh  22  August  1642,  and  joined 
the  King's  party  in  the  Civil  War,  compounding  with  his  father 
— their  shares  of  the  fine  being  fixed  at  £1296  and  £1872  respec- 
tively. He  married  (1)  Anne,  daughter  and  sole  heir  of  Richard 
Bingham  of  Lambeth,  Surrey ;  and  (2)  Jane,  daughter  of 
Patrick  (Fitzmaurice)  Baron  of  Kerry  and  Lexnaw.  He  died 
v.p.  in  1662,  and  was  father  of  the  second  Baron  Leigh  of 
Stoneleigh.  Administration  was  granted  in  P.C.C.  January 
1663. 

A  Sir  Thomas  Leigh2  writes  to  Colonel  Urian  Leigh  of 
Cheshire  in  May  1662.  He  was  evidently  a  royalist  :  "Is 
glad  they  begin  in  London  to  imprison  sectaries.  At  Maccles- 
field villains  cut  out  the  King's  arms  from  the  Proclamations. 
Bradshaw,  a  violent  Nonconformist  preacher,  is  still  there."3 

(2)  (Col.)    Randle    Egerton    of    Betley,    M.P.  Staffs 

1661-79. 

Born  c.  1605  ;  son  and  heir  of  Ralph  E.  of  the  same  (d. 
1610)  by  Frances,  daughter  of  Sir  Ralph  Egerton  of  Wrimehill. 
He  was  an  active  Royalist  in  the  Civil  War  and  compounded 
under  the  Ludlow  articles  at  one-sixth.  His  fine,  12  December 
1646,  was  £1411,  to  be  abated  by  £350  on  his  settling  £35  per 
annum  on  the  ministry.    On  11  May  1647  he  was  assessed  at 


1  Parry,  Park.  560. 

1  I  suspect  this  to  be  a  mistake  for  Thomas  Leigh,  Esq.,  sheriff  of 
Cheshire. 

*  S.P.  Dom. 
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£500,  and  on  26  October  following  his  estate  was  ordered  to 
be  sequestered  for  non-payment  ;  but  it  was  discharged  on  27 
February  1650  on  payment  of  £53.  Under  the  Commonwealth 
he  was  continually  suspected  of  intercourse  with  the  exiled 
King,  and  on  9  August  1659,  at  the  time  of  Sir  George  Booth's 
rising,  the  restored  Rump  Parliament  declared  him — with 
others — rebel  and  traitor. 

At  the  Restoration  he  was  appointed'  Lieutenant  in  the 
King's  Life  Guards,  and  in  1666  Captain  of  Horse  ;  in  1672  he 
was  Lieutenant-Colonel  in  the  Duke  of  Monmouth's  Regiment 
of  Guards  ;  and  in  1678  he  was  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  King's 
Life  Guards,  an  honorary  post  with  considerable  emoluments. 
He  was  on  the  Staffordshire  Bench  from  1665  onwards,  and 
a  Deputy- Lieutenant  in  1677.  In  1669  he  farmed  the  Excise 
for  the  county  of  Stafford  ;  and  Marvel  says  of  him  in  1677 
that  he  "  hath  had  in  boons  £1000."  He  was  probably 
appropriately  a  member  of  the  Pensioner  Parliament. 

He  married  (1)  Penelope,  youngest  daughter  of  Robert 
Needham,1  second  Viscount  Kilmorey  (by  his  second  wife 
Helen,  daughter  and  heiress  of  Thomas  Dutton  of  Dutton  and 
relict  of  Gilbert,  second  Baron  Gerard  of  Gerard's  Bromley). 
She  died  20  March  1670  and  was  buried  two  days  later  in 
Westminster  Abbey.  He  married  (2)  May  1673,  Elizabeth, 
eldest  daughter  and  coheiress  of  Henry  Murray,  Groom  of  the 
Bedchamber  to  Charles  I,  thus  becoming  brother-in-law  to 
the  Whig,  Sir  John  Bowyer,  M.P.  In  London  he  lived  at 
Ebury  Farm,  between  Goring  House  and  Chelsea.  He  died 
20  October  1681,  and  was  buried  5  November  in  Westminster 
Abbey.2    His  Will  was  proved  in  P.C.C.3    His  widow  after- 


1  See  Pari.  162 1-2, 
*  M.I. 

8  Will  of  Randle  Egerton  of  Betley,  dated  23  June  1681  ; 
proved  in  P.C.C.  by  the  widow  6  March  168 1/2. 

To  be  buried  in  Westminster  Abbey,  "  where  my  monument  was 
lately  erected."  To  wife  Elizabeth  the  furniture  of  the  house  he 
occupies  in  Great  Southampton  Street,  St.  Giles'-in-the-Fields,  and 
his  coach  and  horses  ;   and  ^2000  under  his  marriage  settlement  of 


CHARLES  II. 


121 


wards  married,  in  1691,  the  Hon.  Charles  Egerton,  fourth  son 
of  John,  second  Earl  of  Bridgewater.  She  died  30  January 
1713,  and  was  buried  in  the  Abbey.  Their  only  son  James,  the 
last  heir  male  of  the  Egertons  of  Betley,  died  in  1687  aged  ten, 
and  his  sister  Jane  died  in  1740  ;  both  were  likewise  buried 
in  the  Abbey.1 

(3)  Sir  Edward  Littleton  of  Pillatonhall,  second  Bart., 
M.P.  Staffs,  March  1663-79. 

Born  c.  1628  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  of  Sir  Edward  L.  of  the 
same,  M.P.2  (d.  1657)  by  Hester,  daughter  of  Sir  William 
Courteen,  Kt.,  merchant  of  London.  He  married  (1)  c.  1650, 
Mary,  daughter  of  Sir  Walter  Wrottesley,  Bart.,  of  Wrottesley, 
the  mother  of  his  heir  Edward  ;3  and  (2)  before  1674,  Joyce, 
daughter  of  Edward  (?  George)  Littleton  of  Teddesley  Hay, 
who  was  the  son  of  Devereux  Littleton,  eighth  son  of  Sir 
Edward  L.  of  Pillaton,  Kt.  (d.  1574).  He  died  in  February 
1709,  having  survived  his  son  Edward. 

He  seems  to  have  escaped  being  made  sheriff ;  but  he  was 
a  J. P.  for  Staffordshire  from  1660  to  1709.  He  must  have  been 
a  Royalist,  for  his  father  died  in  exile,  but  I  think  he  may  have 
had  Whig  leanings.  The  solitary  reference  I  find  to  his 
political  views  is  in  a  summarised  report  of  a  debate  in  the 
Commons,  7  May  1678  :  Littleton  :  "As  to  Militia,  etc.,  in 
England,  he  thinks  the  Lord  Lieutenant  may  come  to  be  a 
bassa  "  (bashaw).  And  he  seems,  from  other  cryptic  sentences, 
to  have  been  against  a  war  which  would  perpetuate  a  standing 


1  May  1673  (of  which  William  Chetwynd  of  Rugeley,  M.P.,  was  a 
trustee)  to  be  raised  from  the  lands  of  the  Earl  of  Oxford. 

To  all  his  children  £10  for  rings  ;  to  nephew  William  Egerton  £10  ; 
to  Diana,  "  youngest  daughter  by  my  first  wife,"  £10  ;  residue  to  son 
James,  and  if  he  be  dead  to  daughters  by  second  wife,  Anne  and  Jane. 

Exors.  :  Uncle  Sir  Henry  Puckeringe  alias  Newton  and  friend 
John  Thornicroft,  Esq.  (32  Cottle.) 

1  Pink. 

2  Pari.  1640. 

*  Pari.  1685-7. 
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army.  It  will  be  observed,  too,  that  he  is  not  named  by  Marvel 
as  one  of  the  "  pensioners."  He  was  one  of  the  senior  Deputy 
Lieutenants  in  Staffordshire  in  1677  but  he  did  not  sit  in  the 
Exclusion  and  Protestant  Parliaments  of  1679-81 ;  and  he  left 
it  to  his  son  to  sit  as  a  Tory  in  James  II's  Parliament.1 
His  Will  was  proved  in  P.C.C.  1709. 2 

(4)  Robert  Milward  of  Bradley  Ash  Derbyshire,  M.P. 
Stafford  1661-74. 
Born  c.  1610  ;  second  son  of  Sir  Thomas  M.,  Kt.,  of  Eaton 
Dovedale,  Derbyshire  (Chief  Justice  of  Chester,  1638-47),  by 
the  daughter  of  ."  .  .  Alsop.  He  entered  the  Middle 
Temple  1  December  163 1,  and  was  called  to  the  Bar  29  January 
1638.  He  was  one  of  the  Council  of  Wales  in  1662  ;  second 
Justice  of  Chester  12  August  1660  to  1674  ;  bencher  of  Lincoln's 
Inn  13  November  1666  ;  a  Commissioner  of  the  Privy  Seal 
22  September  1669-70  ;  and  Recorder  of  Stafford  1661  till  his 
death. 

In  December  1672  he  was  one  of  those  cabal  politicians 
who  met  in  Arlington's  lodgings  to  consult  about  the  Parlia- 
ment.3 In  1673  he  was  pensioned  with  £400  a  year ;  but  his 
friendship  with  Sir  Thomas  Whitgreve  indicates  Whig  leanings. 
He  married  twice,  one  wife  being  a  daughter  of  Richard  Zouch, 
Judge  of  the  Admiralty.  He  died  in  January  1674. 4  Will 
proved  in  P.C.C.6 


1  See  p.  135. 

a  Will  of  Sir  Edward  Littleton  of  Tamworth,  Bart.,  dated 
7  July,  1709;  proved  by  Dame  Joyce  Littleton  in  P.C.C.  11  October 
1709. 

He  leaves  £10  each  to  his  sons  Devereux  L.,  Fisher  L.,  Henry  L., 
and  William  L.  ;  £400  to  his  son  Adam  L.,  and  £400  to  his  daughter 
Sarah  L.  Residue  to  wife  Joyce,  and  she  sole  exor.  If  she  die,  then 
Fisher  L.  to  be  exor. 

Witnesses :  Charles  Parker,  "  Reg.  Prinsep.,"  Sam  Leigh.  (235 
Lane.) 

»  S.P.  Bom. 

*  Cal.  Pap.  Bom.  ;  Pink  ;  Geneal.  VIII.  N.S.  21. 
5  Will  of  Robert  Milward  of  Stafford,  dated  1  May  1671, 
proved  by  all  exors.  16  February  1673/4. 
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(5)  William  Chetwynd  of  Rugeley,  M.P.  Stafford  1661-79. 

Born  1618  ;  eldest  son  of  William  C,  merchant  of  Bristol 
(d.  165 1),  by  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  .  .  .  Long,  citizen 
of  Bristol,  and  heir  in  1653  of  his  uncle,  Walter  C,  ironmaster 
of  Rugeley.1  Assessment  Commr.  for  Staffordshire  1656  ;  one 
of  the  Commrs.  on  the  Bill  for  the  navigation  of  the  rivers 
Stower  and  Salwarp  1662.  Will  Chetwynd  had  extensive 
ironworks  at  Rugeley;  he  removed  thence  to  Grendon, 
Warwickshire,  where  he  died  unmarried  on  9  April  169 1, 
aged  73. 2    He  was  the  boon  companion  of  Sir  Nicholas  Armorer, 


To  be  buried  in  St.  Mary's  by  his  first  wife.  His  land  in  Parwich, 
Fenny  Bentley  and  Alsop-in-the-Dale  vested  in  trustees  (Sii  Thomas 
Whitgreave,  Kt.,  of  Bridgford,  and  William  Fitzherbert  of  Tissington), 
and  sold  for  debts,  legacies,  and  portions  for  daughters  and  younger 
sons. 

Exors.  :  Kinsman  Wm.  Fitzherbert,  brother  Thos.  Milward  oi 
Eaton,  and  servant  Walter  Higgs. 

Overseer  :  Friend  Sir  Thomas  Whitgreave. 
Witnesses  :  Sam.  Byrch,  Wm.  Martin. 

By  two  codicils,  dated  2  May  1671  and  29  July  1672,  he  adds 
Gervase  Pigot  of  Thrampton,  Notts,  and  John  Milward  of  Snitterton, 
Derby,  to  the  trustees,  and  leaves  legacies  to  his  children,  Thomassine 
£400,  Nibbe  or  Isabella  ^400,  Mary  ^350,  when  21  (together  with 
^50  left  her  by  "  my  sister  Fraunces  "),  Elizabeth  ^400  when  21, 
William  ^200,  Thomas  ^200,  to  bind  them  apprentices.  If  son  John 
"  continues  under  the  infirmity  he  now  is,"  ^20  a  year  for  life. 

Residue  of  lands  settled  in  tail  on  sons  Robert,  William,  Thomas ; 
daughters  ;  brother  Thomas,  brother  Henry,  brother  John  deceased, 
finally  heirs  of  "  my  mother."  (22  Bunce.) 

1  5.C.  V.  ii.  82-3  ;  Shaw,  Staffs.  I.  64. 

2  Will  of  William  Chetwynd  of  Rugeley,  dated  23  April 
1690  ;  proved  in  P.C.C.  by  his  sister  Mary  Chetwynd  13  July  1691. 

To  be  buried  near  his  uncle  Walter  Chetwynd.  Annuities,  £20 
to  sister  Elizabeth  Hill,  £60  to  brother  Edward  C,  ^20  to  servant 
John  Pollett,  charged  on  lands  in  Rugeley  and  Colton.  ^100  to  niece 
Mary  Allam,  ^1500  to  niece  Margaret  Hill  or  ^1000  if  she  marry  without 
the  consent  of  her  aunt  Mary. 

Small  bequests  to  Walter  Chetwynd  of  Ingestre,  cousin  Thomas 
Milward 's  wife,  and  sons  William  and  John,  Edward  Byrch,  Esq., 
and  his  son  Thomas  B.,  Michael  Noble,  Esq.,  Richard  Chetwynd  of 
Rugeley,  and  Richard's  brother  John  Chetwynd  of  the  Strand,  £100 , 
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the  courtier,  and  of  Sir  Joseph  Williamson,  sometime  secretary 
to  Lord  Arlington  and  afterwards  Secretary  of  State,  1674-8. 

On  27  September  1670  Will  Chetwynd  writes  from  Rugeley 
to  Williamson  :  "  Joseph,  without  either  dear  or  honest,  you 
neither  visit  me  nor  write  and  I  hate  you.  The  knight  (Sir 
Nicholas)  Armorer  has  been  with  me,  whose  belly  I  have 
filled  with  pudding,  and  if  you  baste  him  well  with  claret 
when  he  comes  to  town  he  may  be  a  fit  dish  to  present  to  the 
Prince  of  Orange.  You  are  a  monster  .  .  .  You  may 
therefore  now  walk  in  Tothill  Fields,  dine  at  your  taverns, 
and  treat  your  friends  at  your  coffee  house  in  Scotland  Yard, 
but  I  will  not  join  you.  I  am  resolved  to  stay  at  home  next 
session,  lest  you  revenge  yourself  on  me  for  writing  this." 

4  September  1675,  the  same  to  the  same  :  "  I  have  scarce 
been  sober  since  I  had  yours.  You  have  been  steeped  five 
days  in  the  best  claret,  sherry,  hoccomore  (Hochheimer),  rinko 
(rheingau),  etc.,  which  has  made  you  fresh  in  our  memories. 
Dr.  Smallwood,  the  thrice  worthy  dean  of  Lichfield,  Sir  Robert 
Holt,  my  cousin  the  Member,  and  the  cripple  captain  have  all 
swallowed  you.  A  glass  of  wine  with  a  dram  of  Sir  Joseph 
in  it  works  beyond  antimony  ...  .  I  am  almost  come  to 
the  opening  of  my  doubtlet.  Without  doing  that  you  know 
the  heart  of  your  dog  and  slave."    From  Rugeley.1 

There  is  no  doubt  that  he  was  a  courtier,  but  he  seems  to 
have  had  some  Whig  connections,  for  he  is  referred  to  as  "  my 
cousin  "  by  Sir  Thomas  Whitgreve,  and  seems  to  have  been 
helpful  in  the  matter  of  the  damaging  report  as  to  Sir  Charles 


and  his  nephew  Thomas  C.  of  Ireland  £io,  Humphrey  Moore,  Matthew 
Erdeswick,  John  Chetwynd  of  Maer. 

£500  for  the  poor  of  Rugeley  for  perpetual  doles  vested  in  trustees. 

His  corn  mills,  paper  mills,  walk  mills,  most  of  which  he  had  bought, 
all  near  Rugeley,  to  his  sister  Mary  in  tail  to  the  following  :  (1)  John 
Chetwynd  of  Ludlow,  son  of  Charles  C.  of  London  ;  (2)  Walter,  son  of 
that  John  ;  (3)  Francis  Chetwynd,  youngest  son  of  Richard  C.  of 
Rugeley  ;  (4)  Ralph,  only  son  of  John  Chetwynd  of  the  Strand  ;  (5)  the 
right  heirs  of  Thomas  Chetwynd,  "  my  grandfather." 

Exor.  :  Sister  Mrs.  Mary  Chetwynd.  (45  Vere.) 

1  5.P.  Bom. 
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Wolseley,  about  which  Whitgreve  wrote  to  Wolseley  in  1677. 1 
The  antiquary  (and  Member)  Walter  Chetwynd  of  Ingestre 
was  his  second  cousin. 

(6)  Walter  Chetwynd  of  Ingestre,  M.P.  Stafford,  February 
1674-9,  I^79,  1685-7  »  Staffs  1690-3. 
Born  c.  1633  ;  only  son  of  Walter  C.  of  the  same  (d.  1669), 
by  Frances,  only  daughter  of  Edward  Hesilrige  of  Arthingworth, 
Northants.  He  married  in  1658,  Anne,  eldest  daughter  of 
(Sir)  Edward  Bagot  of  Blithfield,  M.P.  ;2  she  died  in  1671, 
leaving  him  with  an  only  daughter  who  died  as  an  infant.  He 
was  elected  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society  in  1678  ;  was  J. P.  for 
Staffordshire  1660-93  ;  a  Deputy-Lieutenant  by  1677  ;  and 
Sheriff  1684-5.  When  attending  Parliament  he  lodged  at 
the  King's  Mews,  where  the  National  Gallery  now  stands.3 
He  is  the  famous  Staffordshire  antiquary  ;  and  died  of  the 
small-pox,  21  March  1693. 4  5    He  too  seems  to  have  been  a 


1  S.P.  Dom.  2  Pari.  1660. 

*  Chetwynd-Stapleton's  Chetwynds  of  Ingestre,  212. 

*  Diet.  Nat.  Biog. 

*  Will  of  Walter  Chetwynd  of  Ingestre,  in  his  own  hand, 
dated  at  Grendon,  Warw.,  28  May  1692  ;  proved  in  P.C.C.  4  April 
1693  by  John  Chetwynd. 

To  be  buried  in  the  vault  at  Ingestre  by  his  wife.  ^400  for  new 
church  bells  ;  poor  of  Stafford  ^20,  of  Grendon  and  Church  Eaton  ^20. 

Mitton  and  I^eule  had  been  settled  on  trustees  (Sir  Walter  Bagot 
and  Mr.  Thomas  Whitbey  of  Heywood)  to  raise  money  for  legacies. 

Lady  Gerard,  wife  to  Sir  Edward  Hungerford,  £21  ;  her  son  Edward 
H.,  ^100  ;  cousin  Mary  C.  of  Rugeley,  £10  ;  John,  son  of  Capt.  John 
Congreave,  ^100;  Mrs.  Mary  Baker,  "my  housekeeper,"  ^100; 
godson  Walter,  son  of  John  C.  of  Meare,  the  manor  of  Bould  and  his 
half  of  the  lordship  of  Haselour  ;  godson  Walter,  son  of  Richard  C . 
of  Rugeley,  the  manor  of  Brocton,  which  testator  had  bought  from 
Geo.  Launder  of  Brocton  ;  Francis,  younger  son  of  Richard  C.  of 
Rugeley,  lands  in  Swepston,  Leic.  ;  godson  Walter,  son  of  John 
Chetwynd  of  Ludlow,  goods  at  Grendon  ;  testator's  chaplain  Mr. 
Charles  King  ^40  a  year  ;  to  my  servant  John  Wedgwood,  gent., 
"  in  consideration  of  the  good  and  faithful  service  he  hath  done  me," 
£40  a  year  ;  servant  Abraham  Titley  £30  a  year  ;  kinsman  John 
Chetwynd  of  Ludlow,  son  to  Charles  C,  Esq.,  a  mortgage  at  Baxterley, 
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friend  of,  and  to  have  been  "  whipped  "  by,  the  Arlington 
faction.  "  Courted,  treated  and  complimented  out  of  his 
vote,"  says  Marvel.  In  June  1679  he  is  spoken  of  as  having 
confirmed  the  evidence  of  Titus  Oates,  and  having  vindicated 
him.  He  appears  also  to  have  known  Dugdale  and  Bedloe.1 
This  shows  that  he  did  his  best  to  secure  the  favour  of  the 
Protestant  "  stunters,"  but  not  that  he  was  a  Whig. 

(7)  Sir  C;esar  Colclough,  Second  Baronet  of  Tinterne, 

Wexford,  M.P.  Newcastle  1661-79. 

Born  1624  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  of  Sir  Adam  C.  of  the  same, 
created  a  baronet  of  Ireland  in  1628  (d.  1637)  by  Alice,  daughter 
of  Sir  Robert  Rich,  Kt.,  Master  in  Chancery.  He  married, 
1647,  Frances,  daughter  of  Sir  Francis  Clarke  of  Weston  and 
Thame,  Oxon.  He  died  22  June  1684,  and  was  buried  at 
Tinterne.  He  was  fourth  cousin  of  the  Colcloughs  of  Blurt  on 
and  Tunstall,  and  the  fact  that  he  was  head  of  that  family, 
then  wealthy  men  of  the  middle  class,  and  descended  from 
many  old  burgess  Members  for  Newcastle,  and  a  Protestant, 
constituted  his  claim  to  sit  for  Newcastle.2 

(8)  Edward  Main  waring  of  Whitmore,  M.P.  Newcastle 

1661-75. 

Born  1602-3  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  of  Edward  M.  of  the 
same,  M.P.3  (d.  1647),  by  Sarah,  daughter  of  John  Stone, 
citizen  of  London.  He  married  Anne,  daughter  of  George 
Lomax  of  Clifton,  Notts,  by  whom  he  had  a  son  and  heir 
Edward,  born  1635/6.  His  younger  brother  was  for  fifty 
years  Rector  of  Stoke-on-Trent  under  all  Administrations; 
Edward  Mainwaring  and  his  father  had  been  pillars  of  the 
Roundhead  cause  in  Staffordshire  ;  he  was  Sheriff  1645-6 ; 
Assessment  Commissioner  1656. 


Warw.  ;  Fraunces,  wife  of  Capt.  Thomas  Philips,  and  sisters  to  John 
Chetwynd,  £10,  and  to  their  son  Thomas  £100. 

Exor.  :  John  Chetwynd  of  the  Meare,  Esq.  (44  Coker.) 

1  Cal.  Pap.  Bom. 

2  G.E.C.  Complete  Baronetage.  8  Pari.  1601. 
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On  11  March  1645  he  was  ordered  by  the  Stafford  Defence 
Committee  to  "  take  care  of  the  pulling  downe  of  the  Castle 
of  Heley."1  He  was  on  the  Commission  for  ejecting  ministers 
in  1647.  In  1647,  too,  he  was  added  to  the  Staffordshire 
Bench,  and  he  does  not  seem  ever  to  have  been  removed 
therefrom  in  any  of  the  revolutions,  as  his  name  is  still  on 
the  list  in  1665.  He  died  in  1675.  As  he  is  not  mentioned 
by  Marvel  and  sat  for  Newcastle,  and  had  these  precedents, 
I  imagine  that  he  too  was,  in  this  Parliament,  a  mild  but 
loyal  Whig.  His  name  does  not  appear  in  any  State  Papers 
as  a  Grantee  or  courtier.    But  his  son  was  a  Tory  Member.2 

(9)  (Sir)  William  Leveson  Gower  (Bart.),  Fourth  Baronet, 
of  slttenham,  yorks,  and  of  trentham  and  lllles- 
hull,  M.P.  Malt  on  (double  return)  February  1673  till 
renounced  19  March ;  Newcastle,  April  1675-9,  1679, 
1679-81  ;  Newcastle  and  Salop,  preferring  Salop,  1681  ; 
contested  Newcastle  1685  ;  Newcastle,  1689-90,  1690-1. 

Born  c.  1640  ;  third  son  of  Sir  Thomas  Gower,  second 
baronet,  of  Sittenham,  Yorks,  a  Royalist  (d.  1672)  by  Frances, 
daughter  and  coheiress  of  Sir  John  Leveson,  Kt.,  of  Haling, 
Kent.  Through  the  deaths  of  two  distant  cousins,  Francis 
(Fowler)  Leveson,  father  and  son,  he  became  heir  in  1668  to 
the  estates  at  Lilleshull  and  Trentham  of  Sir  Richard  Leveson, 
K.B.,  M.P.,3  and  thenceforth  he  lived  at  Trentham.  He 
succeeded  his  nephew  as  fourth  baronet  in  1689.  He  married 
Jane,  eldest  daughter  of  John  Granville,  first  Earl  of  Bath, 
and  died  22  December  1691.4 


1  Shaw,  Staffs.  I.  70.  2  Pari.  1685-7. 

»  Pari.  1624. 

4  Will  of  Sir  William  Leveson  Gower,  Bart.,  of  Trentham, 
dated  28  October  1691  ;  proved  in  P.C.C.  28  December  1691  by  Sir 
John  the  son  and  heir. 

To  his  wife  the  Lady  Jane  ^100,  to  his  daughters  Dame  Katherine 
Wyndham  and  Jane  L.  G.  each  ^100,  sister  Fraunces  Gower  £100  ; 
to  godson  Mr.  William  Grosvenor  the  younger  ^20,  servant  Mr.  Joseph 
Tuer  £20,  and  other  servants,  and  to  poor  of  Trentham,  Lilleshull 
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In  Andrew  Marvel's  List  of  Pensioners  in  this  Parliament, 
drawn  up  in  1677,  Gower  is  described  as  :  "  Leveson  Gower, 
Esq.,  son-in-law  to  the  Earl  of  Bath,  had  a  great  estate  fell 
to  him  by  chance ;  but  honesty  and  wit  never  came  by 
accident."  Naturally  of  a  Royalist  and  Tory  family,  I  think 
he  must  have  become  a  Whig,  or  at  least  a  very  anti-Catholic 
Church  Tory,1  at  the  time  of  the  Exclusion  Bill,  for  he  had  no 
difficulty  in  getting  elected  both  for  Salop  and  for  Newcastle 
simultaneously  (he  made  his  preference  for  Salop),  and  he  was 
one  of  Monmouth's  sureties  in  1683.  In  the  election  of  1685 
he  was  still  suspected  by  James,  and  the  contest  and  petition 
show  that  he  was  reckoned  a  Whig  then  and  up  to  the  1689 
election.  He  became  Tory  in  the  1690-5  Parliament,  voting 
against  the  King's  going  to  Ireland  in  May  1690.  His  son 
and  successor  was  an  even  more  extreme  Tory.  The  Leveson 
Gower  ownership  of  the  Newcastle  Borough  dates  from  his 
time  and  only  came  to  an  end  in  1820,  one  hundred  and 
fifty  years  later. 

(10)  Colonel  John  Lane,  of  Bentley  and  the  Hyde, 
M.P.  Lichfield  1661-7. 

Born  1609  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  of  Thomas  L.  of  the  same 
(d.  1660),  by  Anne,  daughter  of  Walter  Bagot  of  Blithfield. 
He  married  Athaliah  Anson,  of  whom  nothing  more  is  known. 


and  Sheriff  Hales  ;  to  his  solicitor  Mr.  William  Grosvenor  the  elder 
£20. 

Residue  to  his  son  and  heir  John,  and  he  sole  exor. 

Overseers  :  John  Bishop  of  Canterbury,  his  wife,  and  John  Charlton 
of  Totteridge,  Herts,  and  they  guardians  of  son  John. 

Codicil,  dated  29  November  1691,  provides  ^15,000  for  the  marriage 
of  daughter  Jane  to  Henry  Hyde,  Lord  Hyde,  son  and  heir  of  the 
Earl  of  Rochester,  in  settlement  of  a  decree  in  the  Court  of  Chancery. 

(215  Vere.) 

1  A  letter  from  Sir  Robert  Southwell  to  Mr.  G.  Treby  among  the 
Fitzherbert  MSS.,  dated  28  March  1679,  contains  the  following : 
"  Mr.  Lewson  Gowre,  being  at  the  sessions,  did  observe  Sir  Symen 
Deg  to  give  the  charge  more  favourably  concerning  papists  than 
others,  and  did  thereupon  tell  him  that  he  spoke  more  like  a  Jesuit 
than  a  justice." 
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He  was  a  Royalist  and  commanded  at  Stafford  in  1642. 
Stafford  soon  fell  to  the  Parliamentarians  because  the  towns- 
people were  all  Roundheads,  and  Lane  is  next  found  com- 
manding at  Rushall,  which  he  had  to  surrender  to  the  Earl 
of  Denbigh  on  28  May  1644.  He  and  the  garrison  marched 
out  free,  and  he  continued  to  fight  on  the  Royalist  side,  being 
captured  finally  at  Ashby-de-la-Zouch  in  February  1646.  His 
father  compounded  for  the  Lane  estates.  John  the  son 
lived  at  the  Hyde  in  Brewood.  When  Charles  II  fled  from 
Worcester  fight  in  September  165 1,  Jane  Lane  and  Colonel 
John  Lane,  as  is  well  known,  helped  in  his  escape  to  France, 
and  after  the  Restoration  they  were  richly  rewarded.  John 
and  his  father  were  imprisoned  for  their  part  in  the  escape, 
and  were  again  imprisoned  at  the  time  of  Booth's  rising  in 
September  1659.  The  standing  of  Colonel  Lane  is  shown  by 
the  fact  that  he  was  only  released  on  a  bail  of  £4000,  a  higher 
price  than  that  of  any  other  Staffordshire  man.  He  was  one 
of  the  intended  Knights  of  the  Royal  Oak,  having  an  estate 
of  £700  a  year.1  He  received  the  command  of  one  of  the 
newly  raised  regiments  of  Foot  after  the  Restoration,  and  his 
monument  says  that  he  fought  against  the  Dutch  (which  can 
only  have  been  in  1665),  and  he  died  31  August  1667, 
being  buried  in  St.  Peter's,  Wolverhampton.    M.  1. 

(11)  Sir  Theophilus  Biddulph,  Kt.  and  Bart.,  of  West- 
Combe,  Kent,  and  of  Elmhurst,  M.P.  London  1656-8, 
1659  ;  Lichfield  1661-79. 
Born  1610  ;  third  son  of  Michael  B.  of  the  same,  M.P.2 
(d.  1658),  by  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Sir  William  Skefnngton 
of  Fisherwick.    He  married,  10  May  1641,  at  Morden,  Surrey, 


1  These  were,  with  their  estates  :  Francis  Leveson  ^2000,  Walter 
Giffard  £1500,  Colonel  John  Lane  ^700,  Thomas  Whitgreve  of  Mosley 
£600,  Richard  Congreve  ^600,  Walter  Fowler  £1500,  Captain  Francis 
Biddulph  £600,  Robert  Leveson  ^600,  Henry  Grey  of  Envill  ^1000, 
Charles  Cotton  ^600,  Rowland  Okeover  ^800,  Edwin  Skrymshir  ^1000, 
Jonathan  Cope  ^300. 

2  Pari.  1640-53. 
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Susanna  (b.  1621,  d.  1702),  daughter  of  Zachary  Highlord, 
alderman  of  London,  by  Frances,  daughter  of  George  Garth 
of  Morden.  He  was  one  of  the  93  members  excluded  by  the 
Council  of  State  in  1656,  but  was  readmitted  towards  the  close 
of  that  Parliament ;  and  he  was  one  of  the  Commissioners  to 
administer  the  oaths  upon  the  accession  of  Richard  Cromwell 
in  1659. 1  Biddulph  was  knighted  May  1660  ;  created  baronet 
2  November  1664  ;  and  in  1666  succeeded  his  elder  brother 
Michael  B.,  M.P.,2  at  Elmhurst.  He  was  J. P.  for  Staffordshire 
from  1668  to  1683,  when  he  died  on  25  March,  aged  72. 3  At 
the  time  of  his  first  election  he  was  still  a  draper  in  London, 
where  he  seems  to  have  amassed  a  fortune  during  the 
Commonwealth  as  a  silk  mercer  in  Cheapside.  I  imagine  from 
his  associations  that  he  was  a  mild  Whig — his  son  was  a  Whig. 
Both  son  and  grandson  became  Members. 


1  Pink. 

2  Pari.  1660. 

3  Will  of  Sir  Theophilus  Biddulph  of  West  Combe,  Kent, 
Bart.,  dated  30  April  1681  ;  proved  in  P.C.C.  -8  May  1683  by  the 
widow. 

To  be  buried  in  Stowe  Church,  expense  not  to  exceed  ^1000. 

He  had  had  ^8000  with  his  son's  marriage  ;  land  is  to  be  bought  ; 
the  son,  Michael,  lived  at  Elmhurst. 

His  personalty  is  to  be  valued,  "according  to  the  custom  of 
London,"  and  divided  into  three  parts.  The  first  part  goes  to  his 
wife  Susannah.  As  his  daughters,  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Sir  John  Napier, 
Susanna,  wife  of  Edward  Littleton,  Mary,  wife  of  George  Dannam, 
merchant,  are  already  provided  for,  the  second  part  to  the  two  other 
children,  Simon  and  Rachel,  when  they  are  21  or  marry.  The  third 
part,  at  testator's  disposal,  he  bequeaths,  ^100  to  wife,  to  d.  Susanna 
Littleton  ^2000,  to  George  Dannam  and  Mary  ^500,  ^100  to  every 
grandchild,  but  /1000  to  grandchildren  Theophilus  Napier  and  Susanna 
Littleton  ;  to  cousin  Susanna  Highlord  £100,  Christ's  Hospital  £200, 
to  the  poor  of  East  Greenwich  "  where  I  live,"  £20,  of  Stowe  £20. 

Frankton,  Warw.,  to  Simon  B.  and  heirs  ;  Greenwich  lands  to  his 
sons-in-law  in  trust  for  his  wife  for  life,  reversion  between  his  heir 
Michael  and  Simon  and  Rachel  . 

Exor.  :  Wife.  (55  Drax.) 
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(12)  Captain  Richard  Dyott,  of  Lichfield,  M.P.  Lichfield, 

October  1667-78. 
Born  1618/9  ;  second  son  of  Sir  Richard  D.  of  the  same, 
M.P.1  (d.  1660),  by  Dorothy  (d.  1672),  daughter  of  Richard 
Dorrington  of  Stafford.  He  was  a  Captain  of  the  Company 
of  Volunteers  in  Lichfield,  and  fought  on  the  Royalist  side ; 
a  Captain  of  Horse  at  Edgehill ;  and  he  went  into  exile  with 
Charles  II,  but  returned  before  the  Restoration.  He  succeeded 
his  elder  brother  Anthony  in  his  estate  on  28  June  1662.  He 
married  (1)  in  1664  Katherine  (d.  1667),  daughter  of  Thomas 
Gresley  and  sister  of  Sir  Thomas  G.  the  second  baronet,  by 
whom  he  had  a  son  Richard  (M.P.2)  ;  (2)  in  1670,  Anne  Greene 
of  Wyken.  As  a  Member  he  belonged  to  the  Court  party  and 
was  one  of  Marvel's  Pensioners  :  "  A  sea  (?)  Captain,  kinsman 
to  Sir  Robert  Car,  £400  per  ann.  pension."  He  died  in 
January  1678. 3 

(13)  Sir   Hen*ry  Lyttelton,   Bart.,  of   Frankley  and 

Hagley,    Worcestershire,    M.P.    (Tory)  Lichfield, 

March  1678-9,  1679. 
Born  1624  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  of  Sir  Thomas  L.  of  the 
same,  M.P.  Co.  Worcester  (d.  1650),  by  Catherine,  daughter  and 
heir  of  Sir  Thomas  Crompton  of  Driffield,  Yorks  (d.  1666) .  He 
matriculated  at  Balliol  in  1640,  aged  sixteen  ;  joined  the 
Royalists,  and  was  taken  at  Worcester,  165 1,  being  imprisoned 
in  the  Tower  till  1653.  He  was  nominated  sheriff  of  Worcester 
in  1655  so  that  he  might  be  further  impoverished.  He  died 
24  June  1693  and  was  buried  at  Over  Arley.  His  brother 
Charles  succeeded  him  in  the  estates  and  baronetcy.4 

(14)  Amos  Walrond  (rectius  Waldron),  M.P.  Tamworth, 

1661-9. 

Mr.  Pink  writes  :  This  man  is  a  bit  of  a  mystery.  The 
Walronds  were  and  are  a  widespread  Devonshire  family  with 


1  Pari.  162 1-2.  2  A  strong  Tory. 

3  For  a  curious  account  of  his  conduct  to  Baxter  and  of  his  apology 
therefor,  see  Harwood,  Erdeswick,  p.  308. 

4  Diet.  Nat.  Biog.  ;  G.E.C.  Baronetage  I,  117. 

K  2 
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branches  in  Somerset  and  Gloucestershire.  But  no  Amos 
appears  in  the  pedigrees.  An  Amos  Walrand  or  Waldron, 
fourth  son  of  William  Waldron  of  Wells,  Somerset,  was 
admitted  to  Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  18  November  1637  ; 
was  elected  scholar  of  that  House  in  1641,  and  took  his  B.A. 
in  January  1642.  On  17  June  1647  he  was  created  M.A.  of 
Oxford  and  took  Holy  Orders,  having  been  appointed  Vicar 
of  Maxtock,  Somerset,  1645  ;  but  "  being  forced  from  thence 
by  the  Presbyterians,  was  taken  under  the  protection  of 
William,  Marquess  of  Hertford,  and  by  him  made  his  secretary."1 
The  Marchioness  of  Hertford  was  one  of  the  coheirs  of  the 
Earl  of  Essex  (d.  1646)  and  inherited  Drayton  Basset ;  so  that 
Waldron  owed  his  seat  at  Tamworth  to  Drayton  influence. 
He  appears  also  to  have  been  a  student  of  the  Middle  Temple 
in  1656,  and  the  "  Mr.  Waldron  "  who  was  called  to  the  bench 
there  1  June  1660.  His  Holy  Orders  notwithstanding,  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  identifying  him  with  the  M.P.  for  Tam- 
worth. Waldrons  are  to  be  found  in  Worcestershire,  see  the 
Will  of  Richard  Waldron  of  Clent,  scythesmith,  in  P.C.C. 
1670. 

(15)  John  Swynfen.    See  Pari.  1640-53. 

(16)  John  Ferrers  of  Tamworth  and  Walton-on-Trent, 

M.P.  Co.  Derby  1660,  Tamworth  (by  a  double  return) 
November  1669  till  void,  26  March  1670. 

Born  1629  ;  son  and  heir  of  Sir  Humphrey  F.  of  the  same, 
Kt.  (d.  1633), 2  by  Anne,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Packington  of 
Hampton  Lovet,  Worcestershire,  Kt.  He  was  a  Commissioner 
for  Derbyshire  in  the  Scandalous  Ministers  Act  1654  ;  sheriff 
of  Derbyshire  1654-5 ;  Assessment  Commissioner  (Derby) 
1656  ;  and  was  appointed  a  Militia  Commissioner  for  the  same 
county  by  Monk's  Restored  Long  Parliament  in  March  1660. 

He  was,  however,  zealous  in  the  service  of  Charles  II  upon 
all  possible  occasions,  and  received  several  marks  of  the  Royal 


1  Wood's  Fasti. 


2  Geneal.  XVII.  N.S.  282. 
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favour.  I  suppose  he  was  the  John  Ferrers  of  Clifford's  Inn 
who  was  pardoned  for  the  manslaughter  of  Simon  Mountfort, 
in  1667,  and  was  the  same  year  commissioned  a  Captain  in 
Lord  Chesterfield's  Regiment  of  Foot.1  In  1670  he  paid  the 
Crown  £200  for  the  reversion  of  the  manor  and  advowson  of 
Walton-on-Trent,  which  he  held  for  life  as  heir  male  of  Henry 
Ferrers,  temp.  Edward  III. 

He  married  Anne,  daughter  and  coheiress  of  Sir  Dudley 
Carlton,  Kt.,  of  Imbercourt,  Surrey  (nephew  to  Dudley,  first 
Viscount  Dorchester),  by  whom  he  had  an  only  son  Humphrey, 
born  in  1653,  knighted  v.p.  in  1671,  but  drowned  in  the  Trent 
in  1678,  leaving,  by  his  wife  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Gervase 
Pigot  of  Thrumpton,  Notts,  an  only  child  Anne,  sole  heiress 
to  her  grandfather.  The  latter  died  14  August  1680, 2  aged 
52,  and  was  buried  in  the  Collegiate  Church  at  Tarn  worth. 3 
He  was  the  last  male  heir  of  the  Ferrers  of  Tamworth  Castle 
and  heir  male  of  the  Ferrers,  Earls  of  Derby  from  the  time  of 
King  Stephen.  From  him  this  last  representation  passed  to 
the  present  Mr.  Ferrers  of  Baddesley-Clinton. 


1  S.P.  Bom. 

2  Will  of  John  Ferrers  of  Tamworth  Castle,  dated  10  October 
1678  ;  proved  in  P.C.C.  31  August  1680  by  Dame  Elizabeth  Ferrers. 

To  his  wife  Anna  all  household  goods,  etc.,  not  at  Tamworth,  and 
^400  a  year  out  of  Walton  as  by  deed  of  11  September  1675  (probably 
his  son's  marriage  settlement).  To  his  sister  Mrs.  Lettice  Stanhope 
and  her  daughter  Anne  annuities  of  ^100  and  ^50  a  year  out  of  Brad- 
burne,  Derby.  To  Sir  Humphrey's  former  nurse  Judith  Bowdler  and 
her  daughter  Lucy  annuities  of  £10  and  £5.  To  Nicholas  Parker  of 
Tamworth,  his  agent,  £20. 

To  his  daughter-in-law  Elizabeth  Tamworth  Castle  and  its  contents, 
which  is  to  be  kept  up  out  of  the  Tamworth  and  Wareton,  Warw., 
properties.  Tettenhall  and  Gotham,  Notts.,  to  be  sold  to  pay  debts 
and  legacies.  His  son's  daughters  to  have  ^50  a  year  till  dowered  if 
Elizabeth  bear  a  son.  He  held  Walton,  Bradburne,  Derby,  and  Lea 
Hall,  Derby. 

Codicil,  dated  19  June  1679.  If  Dame  Elizabeth,  the  sole  executrix, 
die,  the  Stanhope  ladies  and  Sir  John  Turton  of  Alrewas  and  Nicholas 
Parker  are  to  act  as  executors  and  guardians.  (106  Bath.) 

3  M.I. 
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The  granddaughter  married  Sir  Robert  Shirley  of  Chartley 
Castle  ;  by  their  only  daughter  and  heir  Tamworth  Castle  and 
the  Ferrers'  political  influence  passed  to  James  Compton,  Earl 
of  Northampton,  1716  ;  and  by  his  heiress  to  the  Townshends, 
175 1,  whose  influence  in  Tamworth  did  not  cease  so  long  as 
Tamworth  remained  a  Parliamentary  Borough.  The  estates  at 
Tamworth  and  Walton-on-Trent  were  worth  £2000  a  year  at 
John  Ferrers'  death. 

(17)  Charles  Boyle,  Viscount  Dungarvan  (Baron 
Clifford  of  Lanesborough  1689),  M.P.  Tamworth 
November  1669-79 ;  Co.  York  1679,  1679-81,  1681, 
1685-7. 

Born  1639  >  eldest  surviving  son  of  Richard  B.,  "*the  rich," 
first  Earl  of  Burlington  and  second  Earl  of  Cork  (d.  1698),  by 
Elizabeth,  suo  jure  Baroness  de  Clifford,  daughter  and  heir  of 
Henry  Clifford,  first  and  last  Earl  of  Cumberland. 

He  matriculated  at  Christ  Church,  Oxford,  25  November 
1656,  was  admitted  to  the  Inner  Temple  1669,  and  to  Gray's 
Inn  1675.  He  was  created  Viscount  Dungarvan  (Ireland)  in 
1663,  and  became  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society  1664.  He  was 
summoned  to  the  House  of  Lords  as  Baron  Clifford  of 
Lanesborough  in  1689.  He  was  twice  married  and  died  v.p. 
12  October  1694.1 

The  editor  of  the  Complete  Peerage2  calls  him  a  "  ?  Tory  " 
when  elected  for  Tamworth,  but  he  is  described  as  visiting 
the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury  in  the  Tower  in  1678, 3  which  makes 
him  appear  an  extreme  Whig.4    Evelyn,  under  18  August 


1  G.E.C.  Complete  Peerage  ;  where  it  is  shown  that  he  never  was 
Baron  Clifford  of  Tamworth  as  described  erroneously  in  his  return  in 
1678, 

2  Mr.  Beaven  is  responsible  for  the  notes  on  the  politics  of  Peers  in 
that  work. 

3  S.P.  Dom. 

4  Mr.  Beaven  writes  :  "I  have  no  doubt  that  he  was  ultimately 
a  Whig,  but  a  moderate  one  ;  I  cannot  recollect  why  I  had  any 
doubts  on  the  subject.  I  do  not  think  that  he  was  an  opponent  of 
the  Court  at  the  time  of  his  first  entry  into  Parliament." 


CHARLES  II.  135 

1673,  describes  him  as  "a  valiant,  uncorrupt  gentleman, 
ambitious,  not  covetous  ;  generous,  passionate,  a  most  constant 
friend." 


Parliament  of  1679. 

Summoned  to  meet  6  March  1679  ;  held  two  sessions  ; 
dissolved  12  July  1679. 1  Sir  Edmond  Berry  Godfrey  had  been 
murdered  on  17  October  1678  and  the  Popish  Plot  was  in  full 
blossom.  Stephen  Dugdale,  the  informer,  had  sent  his  master, 
Lord  Aston,  from  Tixall  to  the  Tower  ;  Lord  Stafford  was  soon 
to  be  arrested  ;  Mr.  Howard  of  Hoar  Cross,  Mr.  Heveningham 
of  Aston-by-Stone,  Thomas  Whitgreve  of  Bushbury,  the 
Giffards,  Sir  Simon  Degge,  and  many  others  were  suspect. 
Mr.  Gerard  of  Hilderstone  died  in  prison.  No  one  could  have 
been  elected  to  this  Parliament  who  was  not  a  denouncer  of 
Catholics.  Even  the  courtier  William  Leveson  Gower,  "  being 
at  the  sessions,  did  observe  Sir  Symen  Deg  to  give  the  charge 
more  favourably  concerning  Papists  than  others  and  did 
thereupon  tell  him  that  he  spoke  more  like  a  Jesuit  than  a 
Justice."  Sir  Walter  Bagot,  that  pillar  of  Toryism,  was  one 
of  the  witnesses  for  the  Crown  against  Lord  Aston,  the  last 
of  the  Astons  of  Tixall.  If  these  were  the  politics  of  Leveson 
Gower  and  Bagot,2  we  can  conceive  what  were  the  expressed 


1  As  to  the  manner  in  which  county  elections  were  at  this  time 
held.  On  15  February  1678  the  House  resolve  :  "  That  the  election 
for  Dorset  is  void  because  the  Sheriff  .  .  .  left  divers  Freeholders 
unpolled,  and  made  no  due  Proclamation  before  he  closed  the  poll  ; 
did  not  number  the  voices  he  had  polled,  nor  declare  who  he  judged 
to  be  duly  elected  ;  and,  farther,  returned  two  when  he  should  have 
returned  but  one."    (Parry,  Parlt.  582.) 

2  Deputy-Lieutenants  of  Staffordshire,  1677-80  : — 
12  April  1677  : — ■ 

Edward,   Lord  Ward,   of    Dud-    Sir  Edward  Littleton  of  Pillaton- 

ley.  hall. 
Sir  Robert  Shirley  of  Chartley.         Sir  Walter  Wrottesley  of  Wrottes- 
Sir  Henry  Lytelton  of  Frankley,  ley. 

Worces.  Sir  Francis  Lawley  of  Spoonhill 

Sir  Walter  Bagot  of  Blithfield.  Salop. 
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views  of  such  Whigs  as  Bowyer,  Armstrong,  Bellot,  Biddulph, 
Thynne  and  Swynfen. 


County  :       Sir  Walter  Bagot,  Bart  (Tory) 

Sir  John  Bowyer,  Bart  (Whig) 

elected  13  February  1679. 

Stafford  :    *Walter  Chetwynd,  Esq.1     . .        . .  (Whig) 

Sir  Thomas  Armstrong,  Kt  (Whig) 

elected  20  February  1679.  (Already 
on  15  February  the  Duke  of  Mon- 
mouth thanks  the  Mayor  and  Alder- 
men of  Stafford  for  their  acceptance 
of  the  person  he  recommended  for 
one  of  the  burgesses — i.e.,  Arm- 
strong.2) 


(1) 

(2) 


(3) 
(4) 


Sir  John  Bowyer  of  Knypersley. 
Sir  Brian  Broughton  of  Brough- 
ton. 

Baronets. 
Sir  John  Wirley,  Kt.,  of  Ham- 
stead. 

Randolph  Egerton  of  Betley. 


Walter  Chetwynd  of  Ingestre. 
William  Leveson  Gower  of  Trent- 
ham. 

Henry  Grey  of  Enville. 
William  Sneyd  of  Keele. 
Edward  Vernon  of  North  Aston. 
Thomas  Lane  of  King's  Bromley. 


.  .  .  1678  :— 

Thomas  Thynne  of  Drayton.  John  Ofney  of  Madeley. 

23  January  1680  : — 

All  the  above  except  Shirley,  Broughton,  Ofney  and  Wirley  ; 
and  with  the  addition  of — 
Thomas  Broughton.  George  Rodney  Bridges. 

By  the  letter  of  23  January  1680  the  Earl  of  Sunderland  was  to  be 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Staffordshire  during  the  minority  of  Shrewsbury. 
(Cal.  Pap.  Dom.) 

1  Hugh  Speke,  writing  to  Stephen  Dugdale  the  informer,  in  August 
1679,  says  :  "  Mr.  Jennison,  Mr.  Chetwynd  and  I  are  now  together 
drinking  your  health.  They  have  both  promised  me  to  go  into  the 
country  with  me  next  Monday,  so  you  will  have  their  company  with 
you,  and  you'll  have  Mr.  Bedloe's  likewise."  {Cal.  Pap.  Dom.)  A 
country  Member  who  supported  Titus  Oates,  Dugdale  and  Bedloe 
must  have  been,  at  the  time,  a  pronounced  Whig. 

2  Cal.  Pap.  Dom. 
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Newcastle:  Sir  Thomas  Bellot,  Bart  (Whig)  (5) 

♦William  Leveson  Gower,  Esq.       . .        . .  (6) 
elected  6  February  1679. 
Mayor  :  Thomas  Baddiley. 

Lichfield  :  *Sir  Henry  Lyttleton,  Bart  (Tory)  (7) 

Michael  Biddulph,  Esq  (Whig)  (8) 

elected  20  February  1679. 

Tamworth  :  Thomas  Thynne,  Esq.        . .        . .  (Whig)  (9) 

♦John  Swynfen,  Esq  (Whig)  (10) 

elected  25  February  1679. 

(1)  Sir  Walter  Bagot,  Bart.,  of  Blithfield,  M.P.  Staffs 
1679, 1679-81, 1681,  1685-7,  1689-90,  December  1693-5. 

Born  21  March  1644  ;  son  and  heir  of  Sir  Edward  B.  of 
the  same,  Bart.,  M.P.1  (d.  1673),  by  Mary  (Lambard).  He 
matriculated  at  Christ  Church,  Oxford,  26  November  1662,  aged 
seventeen  ;  entered  Middle  Temple  1666.  He  was  J. P.  and 
Deputy  Lieutenant  of  Staffordshire  from  1677  till  death.  He 
did  not  stand  for  Parliament  in  1690  ;  the  reason  has  been 
lost ;  otherwise  it  will  be  seen  that  he  was  the  first  county 
Member  to  sit  consecutively — the  first  of  a  long  line  of  Bagots 
to  turn  one  of  the  County  seats  into  a  Bagot  freehold. 

He  married,  licence  dated  25  June  1670,  Jane,  daughter 
and  heiress  of  Charles  Salusbury  (d.  1659),  of  Bachmbydd, 
Denbighshire  ;  she  died  20  July  1695  aged  45  ;  through  her  the 
Bagots  acquired  large  estates  in  Wales.  Sir  Walter  died 
15  February  1705,  and  was  buried  with  his  wife  at  Blithfield. 
His  Will  was  proved  October  1705.  His  successor  was  Sir 
Edward  Bagot,  M.P.,  q.v.2 

Sir  Walter  appeared  as  a  witness  for  the  Crown  against 
Lord  Aston,  and  swore  that  Lord  Aston  had  disowned  his 
late  bailiff,  Stephen  Dugdale,  with  the  words  "  he  is  no  servant 
of  mine  which  was  held  to  be  damning  evidence  of  association 
with  "  the  Plot  "  as  to  which  Dugdale  was  "  informing."3 


1  Pari.  1660.  2  Pari.  1698. 

3  Historical  Studies,  Staffs,  Cherry,  p.  81. 
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(2)  Sir  John  Bowyer,  Second  Bart.,  of  Knypersley,  M.P. 
Warwick  1678-9,  Staffs  1679,  1679-81,  1681. 

Born  1653;  son  and  heir  of  Sir  John  B.,  first  Bart.,  M.P.1 
(d.  1666), by  Mary  (Milward).  He  matriculated  at  Christ  Church, 
Oxford,  in  1668 ;  M.A.  1669.  He  was  an  unsuccessful  Whig 
candidate  for  Newcastle  in  1675,  but  he  got  in  for  Warwick 
at  a  by-election  in  1678,  when  the  Court  party  were  very 
unpopular.  He  had  been  pricked  for  sheriff  the  previous 
year.  In  February  1679  and  at  the  second  election  in  that 
year  he  was  returned  as  a  strong  protestant  for  the  county. 
In  1681  they  still  returned  him,  and  in  1690  the  Earl  of  Shrews- 
bury, making  the  elections  for  William  III,  asked  Bowyer  to 
stand.  The  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  to  Sir  John  Bowyer, 
20  February  1690  :  "  I  have  heard  of  the  great  inclination  of  the 
county  of  Stafford  to  choose  you  as  one  of  the  knights  of  the 
shire,  and  I  hope  so  good  a  man  will  not  decline  the  service 
of  his  country,  and  I  think  nothing  will  be  wanting  to  secure 
the  election  but  to  declare  your  intentions  in  time."  There 
is  no  record  of  a  contest,  however,  and  Bowyer  was  not  elected. 
This  is  another  indication  that  a  contest  at  the  polls  was  often 
avoided  by  a  preliminary  contest  at  the  canvass. 

Bowyer  was  sheriff  December  1677- January  1678.  He 
was  made  deputy-lieutenant  in  1675,  but  was  removed  from 
the  bench  in  July  1681.  He  married  in  1672,  Jane,  daughter 
and  coheiress  of  Henry  Murray,  Groom  of  the  Bedchamber  to 
Charles  I,  becoming  thus  brother-in-law  to  Randle  Egerton, 
M.P.  He  died  8  July  1691,  and  was  buried  at  Biddulph, 
where  his  widow,  dying  19  October  1727,  was  buried  with 
him.    His  Will  was  proved  in  P.C.C.2 


1  Pari.  1640/53. 

2  Will  of  Sir  John  Bowyer  of  Knypersley,  Bart.,  dated 
16  February  1687/8  ;  proved  in  P.C.C.  20  April  1695  by  the  widow. 

To  be  buried  in  Biddulph  Church  ;  a  very  puritanical  will. 

To  wife  Jane,  "  the  best  of  women  (as  I  believe)/'  daughter  and 
coheiress  of  Anne,  Viscountess  Bayning  (deceased),  coach  and  six 
horses  and  all  personal  estate  ;  reversion  to  only  son  John,  who  is 
to  be  educated  "in  the  principles  of  true  religion."    To  son  John 
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(3)  Walter  Chetwynd  of  Ingestre.    See  Pari.  1661-79. 

(4)  Colonel  Sir  Thomas  Armstrong,  Kt.,  M.P.  Stafford 

1679,  1679-81,  1681. 

Born  at  Nymegen  about  1624  >  son  and  heir  of  Sir  Thomas 
A.,  Kt.,  Quartermaster-General  of  Horse  under  the  Marquess 
of  Ormond  in  Ireland,  by  a  Dutch  lady.  He  is  stated  to  have 
served  with  his  father  under  Ormond  in  Ireland.  His  father 
died  24  November  1662,  and  the  son  is  styled  "  Captain  Thomas 
Armstrong  "  when  he  proved  his  father's  Will,  31  January 
1663.  He  was  appointed  successively  Captain  Lieutenant  of 
the  Horse  Guards,  16  February  1661  under  the  Earl  of  Oxford  ; 
Lieutenant  and  Major,  23  July  1673  (being  then  a  Knight)  ; 
Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the  Queen's  Regiment  of  Horse, 
15  February  1678  ;  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the  King's 
Guards  1679.  ^e  was  knighted  after  January  1663  and 
before  September  1668. 1 

Attaching  himself  to  the  Duke  of  Monmouth,  he  became 
obnoxious  to  the  Court.  Spratt  calls  him  :  "A  debauched, 
atheistical  bravo."    He  was  dismissed  from  his  commands  and 


books  "  in  my  study,"  pictures  at  Knypersley,  and  two  special  rings, 
one  engraved  "George  Bowyer  52  An.  1582."  Mentions  late  aunt 
Glegg. 

To  uncle  Sir  Henry  Puckering,  alias  Newton,  and  aunt  ^5  each. 
To  Lord  Brooke  of  Knowle,  Warw.,  a  mare  ;  to  brother  William  B. 
30s.  and  all  fishing  tackle  ;  to  brother  Thomas  B.  30s.  and  he  to  live 
at  Knypersley  ;  to  friends  Sir  Thomas  Bellott,  Bart.,  and  William 
Lawton  of  Lawton  30s  each  ;  servant  Robert  Moore  £5,  and  other  ser- 
vants, including  "  my  faulconer."  To  my  godson  John  Wedgwood  my 
under-faulconer,  all  my  hawks  or  20s.  To  honest  uncle  Bowyer  of 
the  Grange  in  Biddulph  and  to  aunt  Eardley  of  the  same.  305.  each. 
To  pious  aunt  Lady  Whitgreave  of  Bridgford  305.  To  sisters  Hester 
Bowyer  and  Dorothy  Higinbotham  and  brother-in-law  Mr.  Thomas 
Higinbotham  30s.  To  Peter  Shakerley,  governor  of  Chester,  hand- 
bows,  quivers  and  arrows.  To  friend  Pierce  Hancox  £5  ;  nephew 
Francis  Pierrepont  of  Nottingham  405. 

Sole  exor.  :  Wife  Jane. 

Witnesses  :  Thos.  Bourne,  John  Barber,  Thos.  Adams. 

(44  Irby.) 

1  Pink. 
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became  a  frequent  visitor  to  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury.  Perhaps 
he  was  involved  in  the  Rye  House  Plot ;  certainly  in  September 

1683  he  fled  the  country  and  was  outlawed.  He  was  seized 
in  Leyden  by  order  of  the  States  General,  and  was  forwarded 
to  London  where,  without  trial,  he  was  condemned  to  death, 
14  June  1684,  for  alleged  complicity  in  the  Plot.    On  20  June 

1684  he  was  executed  at  Tyburn  and  attainted,  his  head  being 
set  on  Westminster  Hall  between  those  of  Bradshaw  and 
Cromwell.1 

He  had  married  in  1658/9  Catherine,  a  niece  of  Lord 
Clarendon.  After  the  Revolution  Dame  Catherine  his  widow 
and  her  three  daughters  petitioned  the  Crown,  18  May  1689, 
in  accordance  with  which,  on  15  November  1694,  the  attainder 
was  reversed  by  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  upon  a  Writ  of 
Error  and  £5000  was  ordered  to  be  paid  to  the  petitioners.2 

(5)  Sir  Thomas  Bellot,  Bart.,  of  Moreton,  Cheshire, 
M.P.  Newcastle  1679,  1679-81,  1681,  1690-5,  1698  till 
his  death  in  1699.  (He  contested  unsuccessfully  in 
1685,  and  probably  in  1689  and  1695  also). 

Born  22  October  1651 ;  son  and  heir  of  Sir  John  B.,  first 
Baronet,  by  Anne,  daughter  of  Roger  Wilbraham  of  Dorfold, 
Cheshire.  He  matriculated  at  Christ  Church,  Oxford, 
11  July  1668,  and  was  admitted  to  Lincoln's  Inn  20  March  1671. 
On  his  father's  death,  14  July  1674,  he  became  second  Baronet. 
He  was  pricked  as  Sheriff  of  Staffordshire,  November  1678, 
but  did  not  serve.  He  married,  by  licence  dated  February 
1675,  Susanna,  daughter  of  Christopher  Packe  of  Cotes, 
Leicestershire,  sometime  Lord  Mayor  of  London  (1654-5) 


1  Diet.  Nat.  Biog. 

2  Mr.  Pink  adds  :  "  This  is  the  first  time  the  actual  parentage  of 
this  unfortunate  knight  has  been  given.  Through  ignorance  the 
father  and  son  have  been  rolled  into  one  in  the  Dictionary  of  National 
Biography.  The  father  was  knighted  in  Ireland  in  1646,  and  was 
buried  in  St.  Werburgh's,  Dublin,  24  November  1662,  so  that  they 
are  easily  distinguished." 

\ 
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He  died  in  August  1699, 1  and  his  baronetcy  failed  in  1714  with 
his  son,  Sir  John,  the  fourth  baronet.  G.E.C.  Complete 
Baronetage  rolls  him  and  his  son  Sir  Thomas,  third  baronet, 
into  one  and  makes  him  die  in  1709. 2 

Moreton  by  Astbury  is  only  some  eight  miles  from  Newcastle, 
and  the  family  were  also  lords  of  half  the  manor  of  Horton 
near  by.  Their  territorial  interests  at  Newcastle  would, 
however,  be  very  small  in  comparison  with  those  of  the  Leveson 
Gowers.  Mr.  Beaven  is  convinced  that  Bellot,  like  Leveson 
Gower,  was  an  anti-Catholic  Tory — that  they  may  have  worked 
with  the  Whigs  1680-90,  and  passed  over  to  the  Tories  again 
in  1690  with  Harley,  Foley  and  Howe.  I  find  that  Sir  Robert 
Cotton,  Bart.,  Sir  Thomas  Mainwaring,  Bart.,  Sir  Thomas 
Bellot,  Bart.,  Sir  John  Crewe,  Bart.,  and  others,  "  addressed  " 
in  favour  of  Monmouth  and  had  to  lodge  security  for  their 
conduct  in  1683  ;  which  sounds  whiggish.  Bellot  is  called 
friend  (together  with  William  Lawton,  a  Whig)  by  Sir  John 
Bowyer,  Whig,  in  1688. 3 

(6)  (Sir)    William   Leveson   Gower   (Bart.).    See  Pari. 

1661-79. 

(7)  Sir  Henry  Lyttelton,  Bart.    See  Pari.  1661-79. 

(8)  (Sir)  Michael  Biddulph  (Bart.),  of  Elmhurst  and  of 

Westcombe,  Kent,  M.P.  Lichfield  1679,  1679-81,  1681, 
1689-90,  1695-8,  1698-1700,  1701-2,  1702-5,  1708-10 
(He  contested  Lichfield  unsuccessfully  in  February 
1678.) 

Born  1652/4  (being  aged  eleven  in  1663)  ;  son  and  heir  of 
Sir  Theophilus  B.,  first  baronet  of  the  same,  M.P.,4  by  Susanna 
(Highlord).  He  succeeded  his  father  as  second  baronet  in 
April  1683.  He  led  the  Whig  party  in  Lichfield  in  opposition 
to  Dyott  and  the  Tories  ;  subscribed  to  the  Association  for 


1  Postboy,  2  September  1699. 

2  For  the  proof  of  which  correction  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Beaven. 

3  See  p.  139.  4  Pari.  1661-79. 
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the  Defence  of  King  William  III  on  27  February  1696  ;  and 
voted  against  the  "  tack  "  in  1704.  His  father  had  been  a 
London  mercer,  and  the  fortunes  of  his  family  had  been  made 
in  trade  on  the  father's  and  the  mother's  side.  His  interests, 
principles,  and  votes  were  Whig. 

On  31  December  1678  (he  was  then  twenty -four)  he  married 
in  Westminster  Abbey,  Henrietta  Maria,  daughter  of  Colonel 
Roger  Whitley  of  Peele,  Cheshire,  who  brought  him  a  fortune 
of  £8000.  She  was  buried  in  Westminster  Abbey  15  October 
1689,  and  on  7  March  1698  he  was  married  a  second  time  to 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William  Doyley  of  St.  Martin' s-in-the- 
Fields.  He  died  20  April  1718,  and  was  buried  at  Greenwich. 
His  Will  was  proved  in  P.C.C.1  His  widow  died  at  Sunning, 
Berkshire,  in  iVpril  1740,  without  surviving  issue.  Sir  Michael 
was  succeeded  by  his  brother  Simon  Biddulph,  of  Burbury, 
Warwickshire,  in  his  baronetcy  and  estates. 

(9)  (Sir)  Thomas  Thynne  (Bart.),  of  Drayton  Basset 
(first  Viscount  Weymouth),  M.P.  Oxford  University 
January  1674-79,  Tamworth  1679,  1679-81,  1681  (then 
baronet) . 

Born  1640  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  of  Sir  Henry  Frederick 
T.,  first  baronet  of  Kempsford,  by  Mary,  daughter  of  Thomas, 


1  Will  of  Sir  Michael  Biddulph  of  Elmhurst,  Bart.,  dated 
22  June  1706  ;  proved  in  P.C.C.  26  May  1718  by  widow. 

He  mentions  his  son  Theophilus  (apparently  dead,  but  alive  9  April 
1706). 

To  his  wife  Dame  Elizabeth,  absolutely,  he  leaves  lands  in  Berk- 
shire and  Warwickshire,  Carbitt's  farm  in  Homerwich  and  Edgehill 
(sic  !),  house  in  Lichfield,  subject  to  certain  mortgages  ;  also  his  half 
of  the  manor  of  West  Combe  in  Greenwich,  and  his  legacy  of  ^1000 
from  his  late  mother,  Dame  Susannah  ;  also  a  judgment  for  ^10,000 
obtained  against  Morgan  Whitley  (?  his  brother-in-law)  which  the 
Crown  had  enforced  against  him  as  surety  for  Whitley. 

Other  lands,  in  default  of  male  issue  to  himself  or  to  his  son 
Theophilus,  to  go  to  brother  Simon  Biddulph  of  Burbury,  Warw. 

Wife  sole  ex'ix. 

Codicil,  dated  6  June  1709,  having  bought  Simon  Bidulph's  half 
of  the  manor  of  West  Combe,  he  leaves  this  also  to  his  wife. 

(95  Browning.) 
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Lord  Coventry.  He  was  Envoy  to  Sweden  in  1666  ;  Fellow 
of  the  Royal  Society  1664  ;  second  baronet  in  succession  to 
his  father  1681.  On  the  murder  of  his  cousin  ("  Tom  of  Ten 
Thousand  ")  in  1682  he  succeeded  to  Longleat  and  was  raised 
to  the  Peerage  as  Viscount  Weymouth.  He  married  Mary, 
daughter  of  Heneage  Finch,  Earl  of  Winchelsea,  heir  to  her 
grandmother,  the  Marchioness  of  Hertford,  at  Drayton  Basset 
— the  Marchioness  being  one  of  the  coheirs  of  the  last  Earl 
of  Essex1  (d.  1646).    He  died  28  July  1714. 

While  he  sat  for  Tamworth  I  think  he  was  a  Whig,  being 
associated  with  the  Duke  of  Monmouth.  In  1679,  much  to 
the  King's  annoyance,  Thomas  Thynne,  "  of  Drayton," 
presented  His  Majesty  with  an  anti-Catholic  petition  from  the 
people  of  Essex.  Also  Monmouth  stayed  with  Thynne  at 
Drayton  Basset  in  July  1680. 2  During  the  reign  of  James  II 
i  Thynne  supported  the  Bishops  against  the  King,  and  he  was 
one  of  those  who  brought  over  William  III  in  1689  to  make  the 
Revolution.  Thereafter  he  acted  as  a  Tory  till  his  death  in 
1714.  His  possession  of  Drayton  gave  him  a  predominant 
influence  in  Tamworth.  He  had  a  great  reputation  for  piety, 
though  Lord  Dartmouth  calls  him  "  a  weak  proud  man  " 
when  he  was  his  colleague  on  the  Board  of  Trade.3 

(10)  John  Swynfen    See  Pari.  1640-53. 


Parliament  of  1679-81. 

vSummoned  to  meet  17  October  1679  >  did  not  actually 
meet  till  21  October  1680,  being  postponed  by  Commission 
seven  times  ;  held  one  Session  only  and  was  dissolved 
18  January  1681.  This  is  called  the  "  Exclusion  Parliament," 
from  the  Bill  which  passed  the  Commons  to  exclude  James,  Duke 
of  York,  from  the  succession  to  the  throne.    The  Lords  threw 


1  Harwood,  Erdeswick,  419. 
3  Diet.  Nat.  Biog. 


2  Cal.  Pap.  Dom. 
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out  the  Bill.  It  is  to  be  seen  from  the  account  of  the  Newcastle 
1681  election  that  Leveson  Gower  was  pledged  to  the  Bill 
then,  and  if  he  was  so  pledged  there  is  no  reason  why  every 
single  Member  sent  up  by  Staffordshire  should  not  have  been 
equally  pledged,  Bowyer,  Armstrong,  Bellot,  Biddulph  and 
Thynne  were  all  Whig  in  principle  at  the  time — they  were 
probably  called  Exclusionists.1  Finch  and  Hackett,  possibly 
Wilbraham  and  Bagot,  may  have  been  described  as  anti- 
Birminghams  or,  later,  as  Abhorrers.2 

County  :     *Sir  Waiter  Bagot,  Bart  (Tory)  (1) 

*Sir  John  Bowyer,  Bart.       . .        . .  (Whig)  (2) 
elected  28  August  1679.    Edward  Main- 
waring  was  sheriff. 

Stafford  :      Sir  Thomas  Wilbraham,  Bart.       . .        . .  (3) 
♦Sir  Thomas  Armstrong,  Kt.         . .  (Whig)      (4)  I 
elected  26  August  1679. 

Newcastle  :  *Sir  Thomas  Bellot,  Bart.    . .        . .       . .  (5) 

♦William  Leveson  Gower,  Esq.        . .        . .  (6) 

elected  August  1679  ;  Thomas  Baddiley, 
Mayor. 

Lichfield  :     Daniel  Finch,  Esq  (Tory)  (7) 

♦Michael  Biddulph,  Esq  (Whig)  (8) 

elected  7  August  1679. 

Tamworth  : ♦Thomas  Thynne,  Esq.        . .        . .  (Whig)  (9) 

Sir  Andrew  Hackett,  Kt  (Tory)  (10) 

elected  11  August  1679. 
(This  election  was  contested  also  by  the 
ex-Member,  John  Swynfen,3  who  lost. 


1  But  except  on  this  question  Bellot  and  Thynne  are  found  on  the 
Tory  side.  (Beaven.) 

3  Interesting  figures  for  the  Warwickshire  contest  are  given  in 
Dugdale's  Diary.  Sir  Edward  Boughton  and  Mr.  Burdett  had  2554 
votes  ;  Mr.  Stratford  1344  ;  Mr.  Marriot  927  ;  Sir  Richard  Newde- 
gate  500. 

3  Pari.  1640-53. 
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the  election  by  one  vote.  "  We  hear 
that  Mr.  Swynfen  has  now  missed  to 
be  elected  for  a  Borough  in  Stafford- 
shire, only  by  one  vote,  which  is  said 
to  be  the  parson's  of  the  town  ;  yet 
it  is  thought  upon  a  full  hearing  of 
the  Cause  he  will  be  brought  in  by  the 
ensuing  Parliament."1 

(1)  Sir  Walter  Bagot,  Bart.    See  Pari.  1679. 

(2)  Sir  John  Bowyer,  Bart.    See  Pari.  1679. 

(3)  Sir  Thomas  Wilbraham,  Bart.,  of  Woodhey,  Cheshire, 

and  of  Weston-under-Lizeard,  M.P.  Stafford  1679-81. 

Born  1630  ;  eldest  son  of  Sir  Thomas  W.,  Kt.,  of  Woodhey, 
a  Royalist  (d.  1660),  by  Elizabeth,  second  daughter  and  co- 
heiress of  Sir  Roger  Wilbraham,  Kt.,  of  Bridgemere,  Cheshire, 
Master  of  Requests.  He  married,  1651,  Elizabeth  (b.  1632, 
d.  1705),  daughter  and  heiress  of  Edward  Mitton  of  Weston- 
under-Lizeard  (d.  1638).  Sir  Thomas  lived  at  Weston,  and 
Mary,  one  of  his  coheiresses,  married  Richard  Newport, 
second  Earl  of  Bradford,  so  that  Weston  came  to  and  still 
remains  in  that  family.  He  was  one  of  the  intended  Knights 
of  the  Royal  Oak,  estate  being  held  to  be  of  £3000  ;  he  was 
Sheriff  of  Staffordshire  1654-5,  and  of  Cheshire  1663-4.  He 
was  buried  at  Woodhey  in  August  1692.  Will  proved  in 
P.C.C.2 

I  have  no  means  of  discovering  his  politics.  He  was 
probably  added  to  the  Staffordshire  Bench  in  1654,  and  he 
remained  on  till  his  death.  He  is  said  (but  we  have  no  evidence) 
to  have  been  distinguished  in  the  Roj/al  Service.    He  married 


1  Domestick  Inteligencer ,  9  September  1679. 

2  Will  of  Sir  Thomas  Wilbraham  of  Woodhey,  Bart.,  dated 
16  July  1688  ;  proved  by  widow  1  December  1692. 

To  be  buried  at  Aston.  He  leaves  all  to  his  wife  Elizabeth,  and 
she  sole  executrix.  (233  Fane.) 

L 


146  STAFFORDSHIRE  MEMBERS  OF  PARLIAMENT. 

a  daughter  to  the  son  of  the  notorious  Countess  of  Dysart  in 
1680.  She  was  called  Cromwell's  mistress  and  she  probably 
helped  Argyll  in  the  1684  rising  for  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  ;  so 
perhaps  in  1680  Sir  Thomas  was  a  Whig.  For  his  portrait 
at  Weston  see  Staffordshire  Collections,  II,  New  Series,  p.  144. 

(4)  Sir  Thomas  Armstrong,  Kt.    See  Pari.  1679. 

(5)  Sir  Thomas  Bellot,  Bart.    See  Pari.  1679. 

(6)  (Sir)    William    Leveson    Gower    (Bart.).    See  Pari 

1661-79. 

(7)  (Hon.)  Daniel  Finch,  M.P.  Great  Bedwin  January  1673 

till  void,  re-elected  10  February  1673  till  1679,  Lichfield 
1679-81,  Lichfield  and  Newtown  (I.W.)  1681  (probably 
sat  for  Lichfield). 
Born  2  July  1647  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  of  Heneage  F.,  first 
Earl  of  Nottingham,  cr.  1681  (d.  1682),  by  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  Daniel  Harvey  of  Folkestone.  He  matriculated  at  Christ 
Church,  Oxford,  26  July  1662  ;  entered  Inner  Temple  1668  ; 
was  made  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society  1668  ;  a  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty,  14  February  1679  ;  First  Lord  of  the  same, 
19  February  1680  to  22  May  1684.  He  was  styled  ' '  Lord  Finch ' ' 
after  his  father's  elevation,  and  succeeded  him  to  the  Earldom 
of  Nottingham  on  18  December  1682.  He  was  the  leader  of 
that  High  Church  Tory  party  which  opposed  James  II  and 
accepted  the  Revolution.  He  held  office  as  Secretary  of  State 
under  William  III,  1689-93  ;  was  struck  off  the  Privy  Council 
12  March  1695/6  ;  held  office  again  as  Secretary  of  State  under 
Anne,  1702-4,  and  in  1714-6  under  George  I  as  President  of 
the  Council.  He  was  the  chief  advocate  of  the  Occasional 
Conformity  Bill  and  led  the  discontented  Tories  who  opposed 
Harley's  ministry.  He  died  1  January  1730.  His  manner 
was  so  lugubrious  that  he  was  known  as  "  Don  Dismal."1 

(8)  (Sir)  Michael  Biddulph  (Bart.).    See  Pari.  1679. 

(9)  (Sir)  Thomas  Thynne  (Bart.).    See  Pari.  1679. 


1  Diet,  Nat,  Biog.  corrected  by  Mr.  Pink  and  Mr.  Beaven. 
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(10)  Sir  x\ndrew  Hackett,  Kt.,  of  Moxhull,  Warwick- 
shire, M.P.  Tamworth  1679-81. 

Born  c.  1632  (being  aged  51  at  the  Visitation  of  Warwick 
in  1683) ;  second  but  eldest  surviving  son  of  John  Hackett,  D.D., 
Bishop  of  Lichfield  (d.  Oct.  1670),  by  his  first  wife,  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  William  Stebbing  of  East  Soham,  Suffolk.  He 
was  admitted  to  Gray's  Inn  24  January  1653,  and  called  to  the 
bar  ;  Master  in  Chancery  10  December  1670  till  June  1680  ; 
knighted  at  Whitehall  16  January  1671  ;  appointed  Sheriff  of 
Warwickshire  1682,  but  did  not  act ;  and  appointed  again 
in  1684  for  the  year  1684-5.    He  was  a  Tory. 

He  married  (1)  Mary,  daughter  of  Joseph  Henslaw,  D.D., 
Bishop  of  Peterborough  ;  and  (2)  Mary,  elder  daughter  and 
coheiress  of  John  Lisle  of  Moxhull,  by  whom  he  left  issue.  He 
died  26  March  1709. 1  His  descendants  are  now  seated  at 
Moor  Hall  in  Sutton  Coldfield,  Co.  Warwick.2 


Parliament  of  1681. 

Met  at  Oxford  21  March  1681  ;  dissolved  28  March  1681. 
The  two  parties  called  each  other  Birminghams,  Petitioners, 

1  Will  of  Sir  Andrew  Hacket,  Kt.,  of  Moxhull,  dated  26  March 
1704/5  ;   proved  in  P.C.C.  20  May  1709  by  his  son  Andrew. 

Thanks  God  he  "do  die  and  lived  a  member  of  the  true  antient 
reformed  Church  of  England  by  law  established  .  .  .  against  all 
miscreants  that  dissent  from  it  also  for  "  a  former  and  present 
wife  and  dutiful  children  "  .  .  .  and  "  oile  enough  to  trim  my  lamp 
and  to  marry  my  sons  and  daughters  "  .  .  .  "  but  my  vessel  was 
rackt  and  petulantly  exhausted  by  a  nepos  of  mine  that  was  wanting 
in  the  grateful  candour  of  Cornelius  "  (i.e.,  a  suit  at  law  which  he 
lost),  "  the  stones  and  beams  of  Lichfield  Church  would  have  spoke 
on  my  behalf,  but  I  list  not  to  shew  over  my  Gall  and  Hemlock 
again." 

His  wife  Mary  provided  for  ;  his  youngest  son  John  had  had 
an  estate  in  Suffolk.  To  eldest  son  Lisle  H.  lands  and  mansion  at 
Moxhull.  To  grandson  John,  son  of  Lisle,  his  weapons,  blunder- 
busses, etc.  ^50  each  to  his  nephew  John  Lochart's  children  John, 
Ann,  Andrew  and  Thomas.  Residue  to  son  Andrew,  and  he  sole 
exor.  (ij8  Lane.) 

2  Pink. 
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Exclusionists  ;  and  anti-Birminghams,  Abhorrers,  Tantivies  ; 
but  henceforth  they  were  to  be  known  as  Whigs  and  Tories. 
Macau  lay  says  that  "  The  Whigs  still  composed  a  majority  of 
the  House  of  Commons  ;  but  it  was  plain  that  the  Tory  spirit 
was  fast  rising  in  the  country."  Party  feeling  was  never  so 
bitter.  "  The  Whig  Members  were  escorted  by  great  numbers 
of  their  armed  and  mounted  Tenants  and  serving  men,  who 
exchanged  looks  of  defiance  with  the  Royal  Guards."  "  The 
King  offered  to  consent  to  anything  but  the  Exclusion  Bill." 

County  :     *Sir  Walter  Bagot,  Bart.      . .       . .  (Tory)  (1) 
♦Sir  John  Bowyer,  Bart.      . .        . .  (Whig)  (2) 
elected  10  March  1681,  Edward  Little- 
ton being  sheriff. 

Stafford  :    *Sir  Thomas  Armstrong,  Kt.  . .  (Whig)  (3) 

Edwin  Skrymsher,  Esq.      . .        . .  (Whig)  (4) 
returned  unopposed  by  Sampson  Birch, 
Mayor,  23  February  1681. 

Newcastle  :  *Sir  Thomas  Bellot,  Bart  (Whig)  (5) 

♦William  Leveson  Gower,  Esq.       .  .(Whig)  (6) 
elected  unopposed  3  March  168 1.  Ralph 

Wood,  Mayor. 
(Leveson  Gower  was  elected  also  for 
Co.  Salop,  which  seat  he  preferred. 
The  new  Writ  was  issued  24  March 
1681  ;  Ralph  Sneyd  of  Keele,  Tory, 
and  John  Bagnall  of  Barlaston,  Whig, 
were  the  rival  candidates,  "  but  before 
the  election  was  over  a  gentleman  who 
came  from  Oxford  brought  the 
surprising  news  of  the  Dissolution  of 
Parliament ;  notwithstanding,  we  pro- 
ceeded to  our  choice  and  Mr.  Sneyd 
hath  114  voices  and  Mr.  Bagnall  97.") 1 
Ralph  Sneyd  (Tory)  (7) 


1  The  Protestant,  5  April  1681. 
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Lichheld  :   *Daniel  Finch,  Esq  (Tory)  (8) 

♦Michael  Biddulph,  Esq  (Whig)  (9) 

elected  10  February  168 1,  defeating 
George  Rodney  Bridges  (Whig) 1  at  the 
poll  (not  recorded).  On  24  March  1681 
Bridges  petitioned  against  the  Return. 
The  petition  was  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee, but  there  was  no  Report  before 
the  Dissolution.  Finch  was  elected 
also  for  Newtown  (I.W.).  He  probably 
sat  for  Lichfield,  but  no  new  Writ 
could  be  issued  till  the  Petition  was 
decided. 


Tamworth  :  *Sir  Thomas  Thynne,  Bart.. .        . .  (Whig) 

John  Swynfen,  Esq.         . .        . .  (Whig) 

elected  28  February  1681. 
Also  John  Swynfen,  Esq.  . .        . .  (Whig) 

John  Turton,  Esq.  . .        . .        . .  (Whig) 

elected  by  second  indenture  of  the  same 
date.  On  24  March  Turton  petitioned, 
but  there  was  no  Report  before  the 
Dissolution. 


(10) 
(") 

(11) 
(12) 


1  The  unsuccessful  candidate,  George  Rodney  Bridges,  was  of 
Avington,  Hampshire,  and  of  Keynsham,  Somerset.  He  was  the 
fourth  son  of  Sir  Thomas  Bridges,  M.P.,  of  Keynsham  (d.  1707),  by 
Anne,  daughter  and  coheiress  of  Sir  Edward  Rodney  of  Stoke, 
Somerset.  He  was  afterwards  M.P.  for  Haslemere  1690-8,  and  for 
Winchester  1701  till  death  in  17 14.  He  married  Anna  Maria,  daughter 
of  Robert  Brudenell,  second  Earl  of  Cardigan,  and  widow  of  Francis 
Talbot,  eleventh  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  (who  died  in  1668  after  a  duel 
with  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  in  which  this  lady  is  said  to  have 
assisted  the  Duke  as  a  page).  He  was  therefore  stepfather  of  the 
first  Duke  of  Shrewsbury,  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Staffordshire.  He  was 
buried  in  St.  Giles-in-the-Fields  9  February  1714.  His  line  failed 
with  his  son  in  1751.  He  was  a  younger  branch  of  the  Bridges,  Lords 
Chandos.  (Pink.) 
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(1)  Sir  Walter  Bagot,  Bart.    See  Pari.  1679. 

(2)  Sir  John  Bowyer,  Bart.    See  Pari.  1679. 

(3)  Sir  Thomas  Armstrong,  Kt.    See  Pari.  1679. 

(4)  Edwin  Skrymsher  of  Aqualate,  M.P.  Stafford  1681. 

Born  1633  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  of  Gerard  S.  of  the  same, 
by  Catherine,  daughter  of  Sir  Edwin  Sandys  of  Co.  Lanes.  He 
matriculated  at  Trinity  College,  Oxford,  9  November  1650  ; 
took  his  B.A.  12  October  1652  ;  and  entered  Middle  Temple 
1655.  He  married  Joyce,  daughter  of  William  Aubrey  of 
Bishop's  Grendon,  Herefordshire.  He  was  proposed  as  one  of 
the  Knights  of  the  Royal  Oak,  estate  worth  £1000  a  year. 
Sheriff  1668-9  (as  his  father  had  been  165 1-2),  and  seems  to 
have  been  added  to  the  Staffordshire  Bench  about  1679.  As 
his  name  does  not  appear  in  subsequent  lists  I  imagine  he 
was  one  of  those  Whigs — "  Lord  Paget,  Sir  John  Bowyer 
and  others  " — who  were  removed  from  the  Bench  in  July 
1681.  I  can,  however,  only  surmise  that  he  was  a  Whig.1 
The  Mayor  who  returned  him  to  Parliament,  together  with 
Armstrong  in  1681,  was  dismissed  from  all  his  offices  in  1682 
"  for  his  misdemeanours/'2  He  bought  Willington  in  1689, 
and  died  in  the  same  year,  the  last  male  of  the  senior  family 
of  Skrymsher. 

(5)  Sir  Thomas  Bellot,  Bart.    See  Pari.  1679. 

(6)  (Sir)    William   Leveson   Gower    (Bart.).    See  Pari. 

1661-79. 

(7)  Ralph  Sneyd  of  Br  ad  well,  M.P.  Newcastle  28  March 

1681. 

Born  c.  1641  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  apparent  of  William  S. 
of  Keele  and  Brad  well,  M.P.,3  by  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 


1  Mr.  Beaven  thinks  that  there  is  no  ground  for  doubt  that 
he  was  a  Whig. 

2  Stafford  Annals,  MS.  Wm.  Salt  Library. 

3  Pari.  1660. 
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Robert  Audley  of  Gramden,  Bucks.  He  was  styled  "  Captain 
Sneyd  "  in  1680  ;  and  succeeded  his  father  in  January  1695. 
He  married  Frances,  eldest  daughter  of  Sir  John  Dryden, 
second  baronet  of  Canons  Ashby,  Northants.  He  died  9 
March  1703  (?  1703/4)  and  was  buried  at  Keele.  His  widow 
was  buried  at  Wolstanton,  January  1713,  aged  seventy.1 

(8)  Hon.  Daniel  Finch.    See  Pari.  1679-81. 

(9)  (Sir)  Michael  Biddulph  (Bart.).    See  Pari.  1679. 

(10)  Sir  Thomas  Thynne,  Bart.    See  Pari.  1679. 

(11)  John  Swynfen,  Esq.    See  Pari.  1640-53. 

(12)  (Sir)  John  Turton  (Kt.),  of  Orgreave,  M.P.  Tamworth 

(by  second  indenture)  168 1  (Whig). 

Born  1637  >  son  °f  William  T.  of  Alrewas  or  Orgreave,  by 
Eleanor,  daughter  of  Thomas  Fownes.  He  entered  Gray's  Inn 
in  1669  ;  was  called  to  the  Bar  1673  ;  became  Baron  of  the 
Exchequer  4  May  1689  ;  was  knighted  31  October  1689  » 
appointed  Justice  of  the  King's  Bench  1  July  1696,  till  dis- 
missed by  Queen  Anne  and  the  Tories,  4  June  1702.  He  married 
Anne,  daughter  of  Samuel  More,  Esq.,  of  Linley  ;  and  died 
12  March  1708. 2  3  The  Manor  of  Alrewas  and  Orgreave  Hall 
were  sold  by  the  Turtons  to  Thomas  Anson  in  1752. 


1  Pink. 

2  Pink  ;  Samuel  Pipe  Wolferstan's  Notes  to  Shaw's  Staffs. 

8  Will  of  Sir  John  Turton,  Kt.,  dated  7  March  1704/5  ;  proved 
by  his  daughter  Elizabeth  Davies  18  March  1707/8  in  P.C.C. 

Desires  to  be  buried  at  Alrewas,  where  he  was  born,  beside  his 
father,  mother,  brother,  wife,  and  two  sons.  Most  of  his  manors 
had  been  settled  on  the  marriage  of  his  "  late  dear  son."  If  the  heir 
and  grandson  John  T.  die,  testator's  daughters  to  inherit — Elizabeth 
Davies,  Margaret  wife  of  George  Parker  ;  Ann  wife  of  Thomas  Mulso  ; 
and  William  and  John  sons  of  late  daughter  Mary  Walcott.  Land 
in  Alrewas  bought  from  nephew  William  Turton  to  go  to  grandson 
John.  Highlins  Park,  Ruffey  Park,  and  bailiwick  of  Redmayne, 
granted  to  testator  by  K.  William  of  glorious  memory,  to  daughter- 
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THE  NEWCASTLE  ELECTION  OF  1681. 

The  Protestant  Mercury  of  12  March  1680/1  gives  a  full 
account  of  the  Newcastle  Election  of  that  year.  Both  as  a 
description  of  the  formalities  of  an  election  at  that  date,  and 
because  of  the  intense  political  feeling  at  the  time  of  the 
Exclusion  controversy,  it  merits  quotation  in  full. 

"  On  Thursday,  the  3rd  inst.,  assembled  the  Mayor  and 
free  burgesses  in  the  Guildhall  of  Newcastle,  where,  the  Precept 
being  read,  at  a  full  appearance  of  the  Burgesses,  the  Mayor 
told  them  the  cause  of  the  meeting  and  afterwards  recommended 
to  them  their  former  Members,  the  one  of  whom  had  served 
in  two,  the  other  in  the  three  last  Parliaments,  as  fitted  to 
serve  in  the  ensuing  Parliament  to  be  held  at  Oxford  ;  to 
which,  if  they  all  agreed,  he  desired  their  assent  by  a  publick 
voice  ;  which  was  unanimously  made  with  all  cheerfulness, 
not  one  opposing.  Then  the  Recorder  declared  them  duly 
elected,  which  was  seconded  by  the  acclamations  of  all  the 
people.    Afterwards  the  Mayor  told  them  that,  with  the  advice 


in-law  Elizabeth  T.  in  trust  for  John.  Also  Alrewas  Hay,  which  is 
'  stored  with  deer." 

Niece  Dorothy  Turton  ^5  a  year  ;  nephew  John  T.  had  been 
"  placed  out  to  a  reputable  imployment  which  he  basely  deserted  "  ; 
niece  Elizabeth  "  having  notoriously  misbehaved  herself  ";  nephews 
William  and  Philip  T.,  and  nieces  Elinor  Haddersitch  and  Mary 
Deverell  ^5  apiece.  Gold  watch,  chariott  and  horses  to  daughter 
Parker  ;  coach  lined  with  "  coffoy  "  and  two  coach  horses  to  daughter- 
in-law. 

To  brother  Robert  More,  kinsman  Thomas  Whitby  and  wife  Mary, 
cousin  Edward  Foden,  Mr.  Bezaliell  Knight,  Mrs.  Sarah  Long,  Mrs. 
Rachel  Margatts,  Mr.  John  Turton  of  the  Oake,  Mr.  William  Turton 
brother  of  John,  Mrs.  Sarah  their  sister,  small  sums  for  rings.  To 
sister  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bent,  friends  Samuel  Edwards,  Esq.,  and  Mr. 
John  Bradley  ditto. 

To  grandson  John  saddles  and  horses  and  books  at  Alrewas  and 
Serjeants'  Inn.  To  granddaughter  Elizabeth  T.  £21  and  small  annuities 
and  cash  to  each  grandchild.  His  son  had  married  about  1672  when 
he  mortgaged  land  in  Dunstall  and  Tatenhill. 

Executrix  :  Elizabeth  Davies.  (74  Barrett.) 
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of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace,  Aldermen  and  Capital  Burgesses 
of  the  said  Borough,  there  was  an  address  prepared  to  be 
presented  to  their  representatives  (both  being  at  that  time 
absent)  if  it  might  have  the  hands  and  the  hearts  of  the  rest 
of  the  Free  Burgesses,  and  forthwith  caused  the  Recorder, 
with  an  audible  voice  in  the  Guildhall,  to  read  it  over  ;  who 
had  no  sooner  finisht  it,  but  had  the  acclamations  of  all  the 
people,  and  throwing  up  of  hats,  as  a  testimony  of  their  con- 
currence. Afterwards  the  Indenture  was  sealed  and  delivered 
for  the  use  of  the  sheriff.  And  then  the  Mayor  told  them 
that  at  the  principal  Inns  there  were  several  hogsheads  of  Ale, 
provided  at  the  Town  Charge,  for  the  Free  Burgesses,  which 
were  accepted  by  them.  The  Mayor  and  most  of  the  Capital 
Burgesses  treated  themselves  at  several  other  Houses  the  same 
day,  at  their  own  charge.  So  that,  throughout  the  whole 
election,  neither  of  the  two  Members  were  at  one  penny 
expence."1 

And  this  was  the  gist  of  the  Resolution  that  they  passed 
and  forwarded  to  their  Members  : — 

..."  And  we  do  hereby  declare  that,  to  our  utmost  power, 
though  with  hazzard  of  our  lives  and  fortunes,  we  will  maintain 
and  approve  of  what  shall  be  resolved  in  Parliament  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  Protestant  Religion  against  Popery  or 
Arbitrary  Government.  .  .  .  We  hope  you  will  not  consent  to 
the  disposal  of  any  of  our  Moneys  till  we  are  actually  secure 
against  Popery.  .  .  .  We  hope  you  will  endeavour  to  the 
utmost  of  your  power  to  disable  James,  Duke  of  York,  and 
all  other  Popish  Pretenders  from  inheriting  the  Imperial 
Crown  of  the  Realm." 

"  Signed  by  Ralph  Wood,  Mayor,2  Nath.  Beard  and  Will 
Middleton,   Justices,   and   by   the   Aldermen   and  Capital 


1  This  was  not  usual.  On  25  March  1681  The  Commons  Resolve  : 
"  It  being  represented  to  this  House  by  several  members  that  many 
Counties,  etc.,  have  freely  without  charge  elected  many  of  the  Members 
to  the  present  Parliament  .  .  .  this  House  doth  give  their  thanks, 
etc."    (Parry,  Parlt.  595.) 

2  Re-elected  Mayor  a  second  time  November  1682. 
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Burgesses,  and  above  200  of  the  chief  inhabitants  with  their 
own  hands." 

I  doubt  if  any  other  town  sent  up  so  radical  a  Resolution  ; 
for  this  one  has  been  picked  out  by  the  Protestant  Mercury  for 
publication.  Within  two  years  it  put  every  one  of  those  who 
signed  it  in  peril  of  their  lives.  By  the  end  of  the  year  "  Loyal  " 
addresses  against  "  phanatics "  as  well  as  against  Popish 
plotters  were  pouring  into  Whitehall.  First  Staffordshire,  then 
Lichfield,  then  Stafford,  then  Tamworth,  sent  them  in  ;  but 
none  came  from  Newcastle.  The  next  year,  the  habit  of 
"  addresses  "  growing,  they  all,  except  Newcastle,  sent  in  to 
say  they  were  "  abhorrers."  The  following  year,  with  even 
more  frantic  haste,  they  "  addressed  "  to  express  their  detesta- 
tion of  the  Plot  laid  to  the  charge  of  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury. 
Stafford  was  most  anxious  to  clear  itself,  for  its  Member,  Sir 
Thomas  Armstrong,  had  fled  the  country  ;  but  the  Mayor  and 
the  Capital  Burgesses  of  Newcastle  still  kept  silence.  The 
Charters  of  all  the  Boroughs — Stafford,  Lichfield,  Newcastle 
and  possibly  Tamworth — were  called  in  and  re-issued  later, 
docked  of  privileges.  But  whatever  privileges  they  lost  the 
franchises  do  not  (in  their  cases)  seem  to  have  been  tampered 
with.  No  Freemen  or  Free  Burgesses  lost  their  votes.  No 
"  Corporation  "  Borough,  confining  the  franchise  to  the  Mayor 
and  Common  Council,  was  set  up  in  Staffordshire.  If  the 
Boroughs  became  "  pocket  "  during  the  succeeding  century,  it 
was  the  non-resident  freeholder,  annuitant  or  burgage  owner, 
with  his  infinite  capacity  to  split  voting  land  into  Faggot  votes, 
that  did  the  mischief.  It  was  the  nobles'  love  of  power,  not 
James  II,  that  made  representation  a  farce. 


JAMES  II. 
6  February  1685. 

Parliament  of  1685-7. 

Summoned,  by  Writs  sent  out  in  March,  to  meet  19  May 
1685  ;  held  one  session  only  (19  May  to  2  July  1685)  ;  then 
prorogued  continuously  till  dissolved  by  Proclamation  2  July 
1687. 

Historians  say  (though  it  does  not  seem  to  have  applied  to 
Staffordshire)  that  the  Boroughs,  once  citadels  of  Whiggism, 
had  been  deprived  of  or  had  surrendered  their  charters,  and 
had  been  reconstituted  so  as  to  be  certain  to  return  Members 
devoted  to  the  Crown.  Stafford  gratefully  accepted  a  new 
Charter  in  November  1685,  an(i  Lichfield  in  July  1686,  but 
these  new  Charters  seem  not  to  have  affected  the  Franchise 
in  the  boroughs,  or  their  right  to  send  representatives  to 
Westminster.  We  learn  that  the  King  concerned  himself 
personally  in  the  Newcastle  Election,  "  for  which  borough  an 
erroneous  rumour  had  reached  Whitehall  that  Sir  William 
Leveson  Gower  was  promoting  the  choice  of  burgesses  not 
principled  to  contribute  to  the  supporting  of  His  Majesty."1 
What  happened  in  Stafford  itself  was  evidently  a  change  of 
heart,  as  timely  as  complete  :  "  1686,  Dr.  Benjamin  Thornburgh 
a  Roman  Catholic,  was  sworn  Alderman  and  Justice,"  so  runs 
the  Stafford  Annals,  and  the  next  year  this  suspected  Jesuit 
was  made  Mayor  of  a  Borough  which  had  returned  Sir  Thomas 
Armstrong. 

In  every  shire  the  Lord  Lieutenant  used  all  his  influence 
in  this  election.    The  clergy  were  Tories  to  a  man.    There  are 


1  Hist.  Man.  Com.,  $th  Report,  A  pp. 
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known  to  have  been  polls  in  Bedfordshire,  Northumberland, 
Essex  and  Northants.  In  Buckinghamshire  the  Whigs  actually 
won  at  the  polls.  In  Cheshire,  after  six  days'  poll,  the  Tories 
won  by  2000  voices  to  1700.  If  there  was  an  election  in 
Staffordshire  it  has  been  forgotten,  and  all  trace  lost.  But  in 
1687  and  1688  Newcastle  sent  up  two  loyal  addresses,  thanking 
the  King  for  the  toleration  granted  to  Dissenters  ;  and  in  1687 
the  anabaptists  of  Audley  also  loyally  sent  their  gratitude. 
Walter  Chetwynd  of  Ingestre  was  sheriff. 


County  :     *Sir  Waiter  Bagot,  Bart.      . .        . .  (Tory) 
Edward  Littleton,  Esq.       . .        . .  (Tory) 
elected  2  April  1685,  unopposed 

Stafford  :      Walter  Chetwynd,  Esq.       . .        . .  (Tory) 
Roland  Okeover,  Esq.         . .        . .  (Tory) 
elected  26  March  1685. 

Newcastle  :  Edward  Mainwaring,  Esq.  . .        . .  (Tory) 
William  Sneyd,  jun.,  Esq.  . .       . .  (Tory) 
Contest : — 

Mainwaring  (Tory) 
Sneyd  (Tory) 
*Sir  Thomas  Bellot  (Whig) 
*Sir  William  Leveson  Gower  (Whig) 

Poll  not  recorded. 
23  May  1685,  Bellot  and  Gower  petitioned 
against  the  Return  "  in  injury  of  peti- 
tioners who  were  duly  elected  and 
ought  to  have  been  returned."  The 
Petition  was  referred,  and  on  24  June 
ordered  to  be  heard  before  the  Com- 
mission of  Privileges  after  the  recess. 
On  19  November,  the  day  for  hearing 
having  lapsed  by  reason  of  the  adjourn- 
ment of  Parliament,  it  was  "  ordered 
that  the  Committee  of  Elections  do 
assign  a  day."    There  is  no  further 


(1) 
(2) 


(3) 
(4) 


(5) 

(6) 
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mention.  Parliament  was  prorogued 
on  20  November  1685  and  never  again 
met.1 


Lichfield  :     Thomas  Orme,  Esq.  . . 


(7) 

(8) 


Richard  Leveson,  Esq. 


elected  9  April  1685,  after  a  contest  with 
Sir  Francis  Lawley,  Bart.,2  who 
petitioned  on  25  May ;  but  nothing 
further  was  done  before  the  dissolution. 


Tamworth  :  Richard  Howe,  Esq.  . .        . .        . .  (Tory)  (9) 

Sir  Henry  Gough,  Kt.         . .        . .  (Tory)  (10) 

elected  31  March  1685. 

(1)  Sir  Walter  Bagot,  Bart.    See  Pari.  1679. 

(2)  Edward  Littleton  of  Pillatonhall,  M.P.  Staffs  1685-7. 

Born  1652-3  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  apparent  of  Sir  Edward 
L.,  second  baronet,  of  the  same,  M.P.,3  by  Mary,  daughter  of 
Sir  Walter  Wrottesley.  He  matriculated  at  Queen's  College, 
Oxford,  12  July  1670,  aged  seventeen.  He  was  Sheriff  of 
Staffordshire  1680-1  and  Deputy  Lieutenant.  He  is  found  on 
the  bench,  with  his  father,  in  1702,  and  undoubtedly  represented 
the  Tory  interest  in  politics.  He  married,  1670/1,  Susannah, 
daughter  of  Sir  Theophilus  Biddulph,  Bart.,  M.P.,4  and  had 
three  sons  and  six  daughters.    He  died  v. p.  24  January  1705  ;5 


*  Sir  Francis  Lawley  was  second  baronet  of  Spoonhill,  Salop, 
M.P.  for  Wenlock  1659  and  1660,  and  for  Salop  1661-79.  He  was 
nominated  Sheriff  of  Staffordshire  in  1688,  but  did  not  serve.  The 
Lawleys  were  generally  Whig,  and  the  family  owned  the  Borough 
of  Wenlock,  Sir  Francis  died  in  October  1696  ;  he  was  the  ancestor 
of  Lord  Wenlock. 

3  Pari.  1661-79.  4  Pari.  1661-79. 

5  Will  of  Edward  Littleton  of  Pillington  Hall,  dated  24 
April  1691  ;  proved  in  P.C.C.  2  July  1705  by  widow. 

He  declares  that  he  holds  ^100  subscribed  by  the  gentry  for  a  plate 
to  be  run  for  on  Midsummer  Day.  Wife  Susannah  to  have  coach  and 
four  coach  mares,  to  be  sole  exor.  and  guardian  of  his  three  sons-;  if 


1  Pink. 
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his  widow  died  25  August  1722.  His  eldest  son  succeeded  his 
grandfather  as  third  baronet  in  1709  and  died  s.p.  1742. 

(3)  Walter  Chetwynd  of  Ingestre.    See  Pari.  1661-79. 

(4)  Rowland  Okeover,  Esq.,  of  Okeover,  M.P.  Stafford 

1685-7. 

Born  165 1  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  apparent  of  Sir  Rowland 
O.  (1624-92,  knighted  by  1665),  by  Mercy,  daughter  of  Edmund 
Goodyere  of  Heythorpe.  His  father's  sister  had  married  Sir 
Robert  Shirley  of  Chartley,  the  Royalist,1  and  he  was  un- 
doubtedly a  Tory.  He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  heiress 
of  Sir  Thomas  Petters,  Bart.,  of  Rackheath,  Norfolk.  In  1692 
he  succeeded  his  father ;  and  in  December  1703  he  was 
appointed  Sheriff  but  did  not  serve,  turning  it  over  to  his 
younger  brother  Thomas,  from  whom  descend  the  present 
Okeovers  of  Okeover.    He  died  in  1729/30. 2  3 


she  die,  his  friend  Edward  Byrche,  Serjeant-at-Law,  and  TKomas  B. 
his  son  to  be  guardians.  All  personalty  to  be  invested  in  stocks  and 
interest  settled  on  wife,  reversion  in  tail  to  sons  Edward,  Theophilus 
and  Fisher.    No  mention  of  any  daughters.  (119  Gee.) 

1  Diet.  Nat.  Biog. 

2  5.C.  VII.  N.S.  111-8. 

3  Will  of  Rowland  Okeover  of  Okeover,  dated  7  December 
1727  ;  proved  2  July  1730  by  grandson  William. 

To  be  buried  by  late  wife  at  Okeover.  All  plate,  jewels  and  lands 
in  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  and  purchased  lands  in  Snelsdale  and  Math- 
field,  and  land  bought  from  Mr.  Gilbert  Beresford  in  Mapleton,  Derby, 
to  grandson  and  heir  William  O.  To  the  daughters  of  his  brother 
Thomas  O. — Mercy  and  Catherine  /900  each,  Margaret  ^1000,  Dorothy 
and  Martha  ^20  each  ;  nephew  Gilbert  Adderley  ^300  ;  granddaughter 
Catherine  O.  100  guineas  ;  cousin  Catherine  O.  ^20  ;  Wm.  Stephenson 
of  Mapleton  /5  a  year. 

He  mentions  his  nephew  Rowland  O.,  his  late  son  Thomas's  marriage 
settlement,  and  Thomas  his  son  "my  grandson  "  and  Leeke  O.,  appar- 
ently brother  of  the  last  Thomas.  He  endows  the  curacy  of  Atlow, 
Derby,  and  makes  his  grandson  William  and  nephew  Rowland  exors. 

Codicil,  dated  4  February  1728/9,  shows  that  Rowland  was  brother 
of  the  nieces  named  ;  he  is  to  pay  out  the  interest  to  the  girls  so  that 
no  unapproved  husband  may  take  their  money  ;  and  he  and  a  grand- 
daughter Elizabeth  Hollinshead  each  have  100  guineas.    (198  Auber.) 
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The  Okeovers  ot  Okeover,  one  of  the  oldest  families  in 
the  kingdom,  had  already  sent  Members  to  Parliament  for 
Derbyshire,  as  follows  :  Roger  de  O.  1331,  Philip  de  O.  1382 
and  1391,  Thomas  O.  1407,  1421. 

(5)  Edward  Mainwaring  of  Whitmore,  M.P.  Newcastle 
1685-7. 

Born  1635-6  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  of  Edward  M.  of  the  same, 
M.P.1  (d.  1675),  by  Anne,  daughter  and  heiress  of  George 
Lomax  of  Clifton,  Notts.  He  married  (1)  Elizabeth  (d.  1674), 
daughter  of  Thomas  Heneage  of  Battersea,  by  whom  he  had 
thfee  daughters  ;  and  (2)  in  1679,  Bridgett,  daughter  of  Sir 
Thomas  Trollope  of  Casewick,  Lines.,  the  mother  of  his  son 
and  successor,  Edward.  He  was  sheriff  of  Staffordshire  in 
1678-9.  I  cannot  see  that  he  was  ever  added  to  the  Bench, 
and  he  died  in  December  1703.  His  Will  was  proved  in 
P.C.C.2 

Though  his  father  seems  to  have  been  a  mild  Whig,  I  think 
he  was  a  Church  and  State  Tory  ;  but  being  elected  Mayor 
of  Newcastle  November  1687,  he  was  removed  by  Order  of 
Council  4  December  1687  ;  which  indicates  strong  Protestant 
opposition  to  James  II.  The  combination  of  two  such  large 
territorial  families  as  Mainwaring  and  Sneyd  against  the 
Leveson  Gower  interest,  together  with  the  whole  weight  of 
Royal  influence,  achieved  the  last  success  for  a  hundred  years 
over  the  Leveson  Gowers  of  Trentham.  Henceforth  Newcastle 
was  their  pocket  borough. 


1  Pari.  1661-79. 

2  Will  of  Edward  Mainwaring  of  Whitmore,  dated  7  February 
1702/3  ;  proved  in  P.C.C.  16  January  1704  by  widow. 

To  wife  Briget  personal  effects,  plate  and  residue,  and  she  sole  exor. 
To  daughter  Kay  two  silver  tankards,  etc.,  with  the  Mainwaring  and 
Heneage  coats.  To  daughter  Tailor  £20.  All  his  lands  to  his  only  son 
Edward,  v iz.,  Whitmore,  Biddulph  Manor,  Acton  in  Swynnerton,  charged 
with  ^4500  for  his  daughters  Briget  and  Mary.  These  two  daughters 
also  to  have  £1600  lent  by  testator  on  mortgage  to  John  Caulton  of 
Whitehill  in  Wolstanton. 

Witnesses  :  Anthony  Trollope,  John  Trollope.  (13  Gee.) 
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(6)  William  Sneyd  of  the  Birches  in  Burslem,  M.P. 

Newcastle,  1685-7. 
Born  c.  1643  ;  second  son  of  William  S.  of  Keele,  M.P.1 
(d.  1695),  by  Elizabeth  (Audley).  In  1688  he  married  Sarah, 
daughter  and  heiress  of  Edward  Wetenhall  of  Waterhouses. 
His  elder  brother  Ralph  succeeded  to  Keele  and  Bradwell  in 
1695.  William  S.,  jun.,  was  never  sheriff  or  J. P.,  but  the 
following  letter  from  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  was  directed  to 
him  or  to  his  brother  : — 23  November  1689,  "  I  have  received 
your  letter  desiring  I  would  engage  myself  on  behalf  of  the 
burgesses  and  lesses  (of  Newcastle)  who  claim  under  the  new 
Charter  (probably  that  of  1686-7),  anc*  am  sorry  I  cannot 
comply  with  your  request.  ...  As  a  proof  of  my  desire  to 
serve  you  I  have  put  Mr.  William  Sneyd,  your  father,  into  the 
next  Commission  of  the  Peace  for  your  county.2  The  Earl 
was  then  the  chief  minister  of  William  III,  the  leader  of  the 
Whigs  of  the  Revolution.  But  Sneyd  was  certainly  a  Tory. 
He  was  buried  at  Keele,  25  May  1708,  and  is  the  ancestor  of 
the  Sneyds  of  Ashcombe. 

(7)  Captain  Thomas  Orme  of  Hanch  Hall,  M.P.  Lichfield 

1685-7. 

Born  1637  (Dut  called  "  aged  25  "  in  the  1663  Visitation)  ; 
eldest  son  and  heir  of  William  O.  of  the  same,  barrister-at-law 
(d.  1665) — "  A  great  sufferer  for  Charles  I,  which  reduced  him 
and  his  family  to  a  ruinous  condition  "3 — by  Anne  (d.  1696), 
daughter  of  Thomas  Brudenell  of  Staunton  Wivell,  Leicester- 
shire. He  married  Eleanor  (buried  at  Aston,  Northants, 
January  1692/3),  daughter  and  coheiress  of  William  Marshall, 
citizen  of  London,  and  had  by  her  an  only  son  who  died  in 
infancy.    The  family  came  originally  from  Rowley  Regis. 

Thomas  Orme  was  one  of  the  Honourable  Band  of  Pensioners, 
and  Captain  of  the  Princess  Anne's  Regiment  of  Foot,  which 


1  Pari.  1660. 

2  Cal.  Pap.  Dom.  and  Hist.  Churchman. 

3  M.I.  in  Longdon  Church  ;  a  "  grazier,"  according  to  Degge  in 
describing  these  new  men  in  1669. 
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was  commanded  by  Sir  Robert  Shirley,  Lord  Ferrars.  He  was 
one  of  the  six  captains  tried  by  Court  Martial  in  1688  for 
refusing  to  admit  Irish  troops  into  garrison  at  Portsmouth,  so 
that  he  cannot  have  been  a  Tory  of  the  non-juring  type.  He 
died  at  Earls  Court,  Co  vent  Garden,  on  22  May  17 16  and 
his  heirs  were  the  issue  of  his  two  sisters. 

(8)  Richard  Leveson  of  Wolverhampton,  M.P.  Lichfield 
1685-7,  Newport  (I.W.),  December  1692-5. 

Born  1658/9  ;2  son  and  heir  of  Robert  L.  of  the  same  (d, 
after  1702),  by  Sarah,  daughter  of  John  Povey  of  Houndslow, 
Middlesex.  He  is  called  "  Groom  of  the  Bedchamber  to  Ye 
King  and  Burgess  of  Parliament  for  Lichfield,"  but  principally 
he  was  a  soldier.3  From  1688-94  he  was  Colonel  of  the  Queen 
Consort's  (now  3rd)  Dragoons  ;  Colonel  of  the  3rd  Horse  (now 
2nd  Dragoon)  Guards  1694  till  death ;  gazetted  Brigadier- 
General  1691,  Major-General  1696.  He  fought  in  Ireland  and 
was  Governor  of  Berwick  from  1691  till  his  death4  in  March 
1698/9. 5 


1  M.I.  in  Longdon  Church  ;  Shaw,  Staffs.  I.  226-8 

2  S.C.  V.  ii.  203. 

3  Harl.  Soc.  Visit.  Stafford  Pedigree,  157. 

4  Beaven. 

5  Will  of  Richard  Leveson,  Major-General,  dated  13  March 
1698/9  ;  proved  in  P.C.C.  1  April  1699  by  both  exors. 

By  an  indenture  of  13  September  1698  his  father's  lands  in  Staffs 
were  settled  so  as  to  raise  ^2500  for  testator.  The  value  over  and  above 
this  he  now  leaves  to  his  brothers  Robert  and  Walter  L.  To  his 
mother  Sarah  personal  effects,  coach  and  horses.  /20  a  year  to  brother 
Robert  L.  and  sister  Sarah  Fowler.  /200  to  aunt  Mrs.  Sarah  Povey, 
£100  to  Thomas  Morrison,  ^100  to  the  eldest  son  of  John  Milburn, 
deceased.    To  father,  mother,  and  brothers  /20  each. 

^4000  to  his  exors.  for  his  natural  son  Richard  West,  who  now 
liveth  with  me,  when  he  be  21.  £500  to  his  exors.  for  his  natural 
son  Richard  Smith. 

Exors.  :  Wm.  Blathwaite,  Esq.,  and  Robert  Crawford,  Governor  of 
Sheerness.  '  (59  Pett.) 

M 


l62 


STAFFORDSHIRE  MEMBERS  OF  PARLIAMENT. 


(9)  (Sir)  Richard   Howe  (Bart.)  (or  Richard  Grubham 

Howe)  of  Wishford  and  Compton,  Glos.,  M.P. 
Hindon  1679,  1679-81  ;  Tamworth  1685-7,  Cirencester 
1690-5,  1695-8,  Co.  Wilts  February-November  1701, 
1702-5,  1705-8  (as  Baronet),  1708-10,  1710-3,  1713-5, 
1715-22,  1722-7. 

Born  c.  165 1  ;  only  son  and  heir  of  Sir  Richard  Grubham 
H.,  second  baronet  of  the  same,  by  Anne,  daughter  of  John 
King,  D.D.,  Bishop  of  London.  He  matriculated  at  Christ- 
church,  Oxford,  13  July  1667,  aged  sixteen.  He  was  one  of  the 
dissenters  from  the  Protestant  Association  in  1696,  and  therefore 
a  strong  Tory.  He  succeeded  his  father  as  second  baronet  in 
1703,  having  been  married  in  Westminster  Abbey,  12  August 
1673,  to  Mary,  eldest  daughter  of  Sir  Henry  Frederick  Thynne, 
first  baronet  of  Kempsford,  Glos.,  and  sister  of  the  first  Viscount 
Weymouth,  through  whose  interest  Richard  Howe  obtained  his 
seat  at  Tamworth.1  He  died  s.p.  3  July  1730.  His  widow 
died  5  September  1735,  and  was  buried  at  Wishford.2 

(10)  Sir  Henry  Gough,  Kt.,  of  Perry  Hall  and  Old- 

fallings,  M.P.  Tamworth  1685-7,  1689-90,  1690-5, 
1695-8,  March  1699-1700  (on  Petition),  1701,  Lichfield 
1705-8. 

Born  3  January  1649  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  of  John  G.  of 
Oldfallings,  Beffcote  and  Walton  by  his  second  wife  Bridget, 
daughter  of  John  Astley  of  Wood  Eaton.  He,  like  his  partner, 
also  matriculated  at  Christ  Church,  Oxford,  1  June  1666,  aged 
seventeen;  he  was  a  student  of  the  Middle  Temple  in  1667,  having 
succeeded  his  father  1665.  In  1671-2  he  was  Sheriff  ;  knighted 
at  St.  James's  7  April  1678.  He  was  a  Tory  and  one  of  the 
ninety-three  members  who  dissented  from  signing  the  Associa- 
tion Roll  in  February  1696.    He  bought  a  moiety  of  Perry 


1  Drayton  Basset  had  descended  from  Lord  Essex  to  the  March- 
ioness of  Hertford  in  1660.  She  passed  it  to  her  granddaughter  Lady 
Mary  Finch,  wife  of  Sir  Thomas  Thynne  of  Longleat,  Wilts.  Hence 
the  Thynne  interest  in  Tamworth. 

2  Pink. 
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Barr,  which  has  proved  valuable  to  his  descendants.  He 
married,  1668,  Mary,  eldest  daughter  of  Sir  Edward  Littleton, 
Bart.,  M.P.1  She  died  January  1722,  and  he  24  January 
1724,  leaving  Walter  his  son  and  heir.2  His  descendants  are 
still  seated  at  Perry  Hall.3 


1  Pari.  1661-79. 

2  Will  of  Sir  Henry  Gough  of  Perryhall,  Kt.,  dated  1  Decem- 
ber 1722  ;  proved  in  P.C.C.  8  June  1725  by  his  son  and  heir. 

To  be  buried  at  Bushbury.  On  25  June  1707  the  estates  of  "  my 
late  father,"  which  were  settled  on  testator  with  his  brother  Sir  Richard 
Gough  in  tail,  were  resettled  on  the  marriage  of  testator's  son  Walter 
with  Martha,  daughter  of  Thomas  Harwood.  Residue  to  son  and 
heir  Walter,  and  he  sole  exor.  (133  Romney.) 

3  Pink.    Staffs.  Pedigrees,  p.  108,  Harl.  Socy. 
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12  Feb.  1689. 

Parliament  of  1689-90. 

Summoned  as  a  Convention  by  letters  from  the  Prince  of 
Orange  to  meet  16  January  1689  ;  held  two  Sessions  ;  dissolved 
6  February  1690.  This  was  the  Convention  Parliament  that 
proclaimed  William  and  Mary  King  and  Queen.  It  was  the 
first  of  a  series  of  Parliaments  which  have  sat  continuously 
ever  since,  so  that  the  word  "  dissolution  "  has  come  to  mean 
"  General  Election."  Macaulay  tells  us  that  "  there  was 
scarcely  a  count}^  in  which  the  gentry  and  yeomanry  had  not 
many  months  before  fixed  upon  candidates,  good  Protestants, 
whom  no  exertions  must  be  spared  to  carry,  in  defiance  of 
the  King  and  the  Lord  Lieutenant ;  and  these  candidates 
were  now  generally  returned  without  opposition." 

The  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Staffordshire  was  the  Catholic 
Walter,  Lord  Aston,  appointed  10  March  1688  ;  he  was  re- 
placed on  10  March  1689  (after  the  election)  by  William, 
Lord  Paget,  one  of  those  Whigs  who  had  brought  over  the 
Prince  of  Orange.  Philip  Draycot,  the  Catholic,  was  removed 
from  being  Sheriff  on  9  November,  and  ultimately  William 
Cotton,  of  Crakemarsh,  was  appointed  on  17  November  1688  ; 
but  on  18  March  1689,  probably  on  Paget's  advice,  he  was 
replaced  by  Francis  Eld,  of  Seighford.  The  fact  that  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  and  Sheriff  were  Tories  at  the  time  of  the  election 
may  have  had  something  to  do  with  the  result,  two  Tories 
(who  were,  however,  Protestants)  being  returned  for  the 
county  of  Stafford.  But  only  the  ingrained  Toryism  of  Staf- 
fordshire can  account  for  the  return  of  only  four  Whigs  among 
the  ten  M.P.'s  sent  up  from  Staffordshire  to  an  overwhelmingly 
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Whig  Parliament.  General  Sydney  was  the  only  non-local 
man  elected. 

The  Tory  Members  were  Grey,  Bagot,  Chetwynd,  Leveson 
Gower,  Burdett  and  Gough ;  the  Whigs,  Foley,  Lawton, 
Biddulph  and  Sydney.1 

Four  of  the  Tories,  Grey,  Chetwynd,  Gough  and  Burdett, 
actually  voted  against  there  being  a  vacancy  in  the  throne. 
On  the  other  side  Biddulph  and  Foley  were  the  only  two  Whigs 
sound  enough  to  vote  for  the  Sacheverell  Clause,  which  ruined 
the  Whig  party  at  the  next  election. 


County  : 

John  Grey,  Esq  

•  (Tory) 

(1) 

*Sir  Walter  Bagott,  Bart  

•  (Tory) 

(2) 

elected  14  January  1689,  William  Cotton 

of  Crakemarsh  being  sheriff. 

Stafford  : 

Philip  Foley,  Esq  

•  (Whig) 

(3) 

John  Chetwynd,  Esq. 

•  (Tory) 

(4) 

elected  12  January  1689. 

Newcastle  : 

William  Leveson  Gower,  Esq. 

(5) 

John  Lawton,  Esq.  ... 

•  (Whig) 

(6) 

elected  11  January  1689. 

Lichfield  : 

Sir  Michael  Biddulph,  Bart  

..  (Whig) 

(7) 

Robert  Burdett,  Esq.   

•  (Tory) 

(8) 

elected  14  January  1689. 

Tamworth 

:  Henry  Sydney,  Esq.  ... 

•  (Whig) 

(9) 

Sir  Henry  Gough,  Kt. 

•  (Tory) 

(10) 

elected  11  January  1689. 

(Election  contested  by  Thomas  Guy — 
Whig — who  petitioned  24  March  1689, 
against  Sir  H.  Gough.  No  report.) 
Poll  not  recorded. 


1  The  following  gentlemen  were  added  to  the  Staffordshire  bench 
immediately  after  the  Revolution  and  the  accession  of  William  III. 
Presumably  they  were  Whigs  :  Jarvis  Pierrepont  (p.  Duke  of  Kingston), 
Thomas  Foley  of  Drayton,  Thomas  Jolliffe  of  Leek,  Bernard  Whalley, 
William  Turton  of  Alrewas,  Richard  Pyott  of  Streethey,  John  Bagnoll 
of  Barlaston,  Thomas  Pigott  of  Chetwynd,  Salop,  and  John  Hoo. 
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by-election;  12  April  1689,  New  Writ 
issued  vice  Sydney,  created  Viscount 
Sydney  of  Sheppey. 

Henry  Boyle,  Esq   (Whig)  (11) 

elected  8  May  1689. 

(1)  Hon.  John  Grey,  of  Envill,  M.P.  Leicester  1660,  1661 
(double  return,  unseated),  1677-79,  z^79>  1679-81, 
168  r,  Staffs  1689-90,  1690-5,  1695-8. 

Born  c.  1628  ;  third  son  of  Henry  G.,  Lord  Grey  of  Groby, 
Earl  of  Stamford  (d.  1673)  by  Anne,  youngest  daughter  and 
coheiress  of  William  Cecil,  Earl  of  Exeter.  His  eldest  brother 
was  Thomas,  Lord  Grey  of  Groby,  the  regicide  ;  his  next 
brother,  Anchitel  Grey,  M.P.,  the  compiler  of  the  Parliamentary 
Debates,  died  in  1702.  He  married  (1)  Mary,1  daughter  of 
Sir  Thomas  Woolryche  of  Dudmaston,  Salop,  and  had  by 
her  a  daughter  Mary  who  married  William  Ward,  M.P.  ;  (2) 
1683,  Catherine  (^.1691),  eldest  daughter  of  Edward,  eleventh 
Lord  Dudley  and  Ward,  and  had  by  her  Henry,  third  Earl  of 
Stamford,  and  Mary  who  married  Sir  John  Wrottesley;  and 
(3)  Susanna  Skrymshire,  who  died  without  issue.  His  sister 
Diana  married  Robert  Bruce,  Earl  of  Ailesbury  in  1646. 2 

His  father  was  imprisoned  by  Parliament  in  connection 
with  Booth's  rising  in  1659,  and  was  in  favour  with  Charles  IT  ; 
but  the  sympathies  of  the  family  must  have  remained  Whig. 
He  is  described  as  Colonel  Grey  on  a  Committee  in  1660. 
Probably  his  politics  varied  with  the  popular  views,  being 
most  "  whiggish  "  in  1680,  and  most  Tory  at  the  end  of  his 
life.  Certainly  in  a  State  Paper  of  1690,  discussing  the  possi- 
bility of  Government  (Whig)  control  over  the  newly-elected 
Tory  House  of  Commons,  there  occurs,  in  a  list  of  persons  to 
assist  the  King's  Party  :  "  Mr.  Grey  and  Mr.  Roberts  to  be 
spoken  to  by  the  King."3  That  the  "speaking  to"  was 
fruitless  and  that  Grey  became  rapidly  more  Tory,  we  may 


1  Died  1682  '  supposed  to  be  poysond  by  accidt.  by  Margt.  Wolrich 
her  sister.' 

2  Pink.  3  Cal.  Pap.  Dom.  211. 
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judge  from  the  fact  that  he  was  one  of  the  minority  who, 
in  1695,  declined  at  first  to  join  the  Protestant  Association.1  He 
was  added  to  the  Staffordshire  bench  in  1680,  and  was  still 
on  it  in  1702.  He  died  in  February  1708/9,  and  his  Will 
was  proved  in  P.C.C.2  Harry  Grey  of  Envill,  his  father's  first 
cousin,  made  John  his  heir,  settled  Whittington  on  him  in  his 
lifetime  and  gave  him  Envill  by  Will  on  his  death  in  1687. 

(2)  Sir  Walter  Bagot,  Bart.    See  Pari.  1679. 

(3)  Philip  Foley,  M.P.  Bewdley  1673  (by  a  new  Writ  till 

void,  10  March  1676/7),  1679,  1679-81,  1681,  Stafford 
1689-90,  Droitwich  1690-95,  Stafford  1695-8, 1698-1700, 
Droitwich  1701. 

Born  1653  ;  fourth  and  youngest  son  of  Thomas  Foley, 
the  ironmaster  of  Stourbridge  (d.  1677),  by  Anne,  daughter  of 
George  Brown  of  Spelmonden,  Kent.  His  father  was  a  life- 
long friend  of  Baxter.  He  was  still  a  Whig  in  the  1690 
election,  when  he  was  defeated  for  Stafford  and  petitioned 


1  Mr.  Beaven  writes  :  "I  see  no  necessary  connection  with  John 
Grey  in  the  reference  to  '  Mr.  Grey  and  Mr.  Roberts  '  in  1690.  It 
is  far  more  likely  to  refer  to  Anchitel  Grey,  whose  Whiggism  was  beyond 
suspicion  ;  nor  is  there  any  reason  for  assuming  that  John  Grey  was 
a  Whig  in  1679  or  1681.  His  colleague  at  Leicester  on  both  occasions 
was  Sir  Harry  Beaumont,  a  Tory  who  sat  also  in  the  solid  Tory  Parlia- 
ment of  1685  ;  and  there  are  very  few  cases  of  divided  representation 
in  the  later  Parliaments  of  Charles  II.  I  should  not  go  further  than 
to  say  that  Grey  was  a  strong  Tory,  although  the  sympathies  of  his 
family  were  generally  Whiggish.  Both  his  wives  belonged  to  Tory 
families,  and  his  daughter  married  a  Tory  M.P.  His  brother-in-law, 
Ailesbury,  was  an  out-and-out  Tory.  There  is  nothing  remarkable  in 
brothers  having  opposite  politics,  cf.  Lord  Weardale  and  his  brother 
Lord  Stanhope,  Campbell-Bannerman  and  J.  A.  Campbell,  Sir  John 
and  Sir  William  Leng." 

2  Will  of  Hon.  John  Gray  of  Enfield  Hall,  dated  14  November 
1706,  proved  21  July  1709  by  both  Exors. 

Desires  to  be  buried  at  Enville  beside  his  cousin  Harry  Gray. 

Bequests  to  servants  by  name  ;  residue  to  son  Harry.  Exors.  : 
his  sons-in-law  Wm.  Ward,  jun.,  and  John  Wrottesley.  Overseers  : 
Sir  Nathan  Wright  and  Mr.  Serjeant  Grove.  (170  Lane.) 
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against  the  Tory  Jonathan  Cope.  The  petition  was  thrown 
out  by  the  House  and  it  is  notorious  that  petitions  were  decided 
on  political  grounds  solely — a  Tory  House,  such  as  that  of 
1690-5,  generally  deciding  against  the  Whigs  and  vice  versa. 
The  Foleys  went  over  to  the  Tories  about  1692,  as  did  Robert 
Harley,  but  they  joined  the  Protestant  Association  in  1695. 
Thomas  Foley,  the  nephew,  who  continued  to  sit  for  Stafford, 
was  raised  to  the  peerage  by  Harley  in  1712,  in  order  to 
strengthen  the  Tory  majority  in  the  Upper  House.  Paul 
Foley,  Philip's  next  elder  brother,  was  elected  Tory  Speaker 
in  February  1695,  and  remained  so  till  1698.  His  sister  had 
married  John  Hampden  the  younger,  a  violent  Whig  poli- 
tician, who  died  in  1696.  Philip  Foley  died  7  December 
1735,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two.  From  1689  to  1738  the 
Foleys  had  a  controlling  interest  in  the  borough  of  Stafford, 
which  they  divided  or  contested  with  the  Chetwynds. 

(4)  Captain  John  Chetwynd  of  Ingestre,  M.P.  Stafford 
1689-90,  1690-5,  Tamworth  1698-9  (unseated  on  peti- 
tion),  Stafford   1701,    1702.    Probably   defeated  for 
Stafford  in  the  election  for  the  1701-2  Parliament. 
Born  1643  ;   eldest  son  and  heir  of  John  C.  of  Maer  and 
Rudge  (d.  1674),  by  Susan,  daughter  of  John  Broughton 
of  Withington.    He  married  Luc}^,  daughter  of  Robert  Roane 
of  Tolworth,  Surrey,  and  he  succeeded  to  Ingestre  in  1693 
on  the  death  of  his  third  cousin  Walter  C,  the  antiquary. 
He  was  sheriff  of  Staffordshire  in  1695-6,  and  on  the  bench 
in  1702.    He  died  9  December  1702, 1  and  was  succeeded, 

1  Will  of  John  Chetwynd  of  Ingestre,  dated  24  April  1699. 
Proved  in  P.C.C.  by  both  Exors.  15  June  1703. 

To  mother  £10,  sister  Mrs.  Anne  Aston  ^10,  niece  Mrs.  Dorothy  Aston 
^10,  brother  Walter  C.  £60,  gardener  Wm.  Eardley  £10,  keeper  Abraham 
Tilley  £40,  cousin  Mrs.  Mary  Chetwynd  of  Rugeley  a  ring. 

Son  and  heir  Walter  to  give  Rudge  to  his  brother  John  in  exchange 
for  Woods  Eaves,  Adbaston,  Loynton,  etc.,  now  bequeathed  to  John. 
To  John  all  household  goods  saving  my  wife  Lucy's  life  interest.  Re- 
version of  certain  lands  to  son  William  C,  and  he  to  have  ^3000  when 
21  and  lands  in  Stafford  town.    To  daughter  Lucy  C.  ^5000. 

Exors.  :  Son  and  heir  Walter  and  wife  Lucy.  (232  Degg.) 
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both  at  Ingestre  and  in  his  seat  at  Stafford,  by  his  eldest 
son  Walter,  afterwards  first  Viscount  Chetwynd,1  "An 
immoderate  taker  of  snuff.  He  died  of  a  fit  of  sneising  (sic) 
which  was  so  violent  that  it  would  not  be  allayed  by  any 
remedys  (sic)."2  His  widow  died  28  February  1738,  aged 
80. 3 

(5)  (Sir)    William    Leveson    Gower    (Bart.)    See  Pari. 

1661-79. 

(6)  John    Lawton  of  Lawton,   M.P.   (Whig)  Newcastle 

1689-90,  1695-8,  1706-8,  1709-10,  and  unsuccessful 

candidate  in  1699  and  1701. 
Born  7  May  1656  ;  eldest  -son  and  heir  of  John  L.  of  the 
same  (Mayor  of  Newcastle  1692-3,  died  1693),  by  Hester, 
daughter  of  Sir  Edward  Longueville,  Bart.  He  married 
(1)  Anne,  daughter  of  George,  younger  son  of  Henry  Montague 
first  Earl  of  Manchester,  and  sister  of  Charles,  Earl  of  Halifax  ; 
by  her  he  had  issue  :  William,  o.s.p.  1714,  Edward,  o.s.p. 
1730,  and  John,  M.P.  for  Newcastle  1734-40.  She  died  1  July 
1717,  and  he  married  (2)  Mary  (d.  18  July  1766),  widow 
of  his  cousin  Sir  Edward  Longueville,  by  whom  he  had  a 
son  and  ultimate  successor  Robert,  b.  1723.  He  was  Steward 
of  the  Manor  of  Newcastle  1700-2,  1707-10,  1716-7,  and 
died  in  1736,  leaving  an  estate  worth  £1800  a  year. 


1  Pari.  1702-5. 

2  Beaven.    From  a  contemporary  MS.  in  the  British  Museum. 

3  Mr.  Beaven  writes  :  "  All  the  Chetwynds  seem  to  have  been  more 
or  less  erratic  politicians.  John  C.  was  certainly  a  Tory  in  1689, 
when  he  voted  against  the  vacancy  of  the  Throne  ;  and  the  Chetwynds 
of  Ingestre  had  been  a  Tory  House.  Walter  C,  the  antiquary,  was 
a  '  Court  '  member  in  1674  and  at  the  first  election  of  1679.  He  lost 
his  seat  in  the  Whig  days  of  the  second  election  of  1679,  and  in  that 
of  1681,  and  recovered  it  in  the  Tory  Parliament  of  1685.  John  C. 
sat  as  Foley's  colleague  in  the  first  election  of  1701,  and  in  that  of  1702, 
both  Tory  Parliaments,  and  lost  it  in  the  second  election  of  1701,  when 
there  was  a  strong  Whig  reaction.  Without  saying  ex  cathedra  that 
John  C.  was  a  Tory  throughout,  I  am  inclined  to  that  opinion,  and 
regard  the  Tamworth  electionof  1698  as  a  fight  of  persons,  not  principles, 
— Guy  and  Chetwynd  opposing  the  Thynne  interest." 
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(7)  Sir  Michael  Biddulph,  Bart.    See  Pari.  1679. 

(8)  (Sir)  Robert  Burdett  (Bart.)  of  Foremark,  Derby, 

M.P.  Co.  Warwick  1679,  1679-81,  Lichfield  (Tory) 
1689-90,  1690-5,  1695-8. 

Born  1640  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  of  Sir  Francis  B.  of  the 
same  and  of  Bramcott,  second  Baronet  (d.  1696),  by  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  the  Lord  Chief  Baron,  Sir  John  Walter.  He 
matriculated  at  Queen's  College,  Oxford,  in  1659  ;  entered 
Gray's  Inn  10  April  1662.  He  was  an  anti-Catholic,  whiggish 
in  tradition,  but  had  become  a  church  and  state  Tory  ;  for 
in  1689  he  voted  against  the  vacancy  in  the  Throne,  and  in 
1695  he  was  one  of  the  -few  who  declined  at  first  to  sign  the 
Protestant  Association  to  defend  and  avenge  King  William. 

He  married  (1)  Mary,  daughter  of  Gervase  Pigot  of  Thrump- 
ton,  Notts  ;  she  died  in  1668,  and  he  married  (2)  Magdalen, 
daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Aston  of  Aston,  Lanes.  (?),  Bart.,  and 
mother  of  his  heir  ;  he  married  (3)  Mary,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Brome  of  Croxall,  Derby,  and  died  18  January  1716.1 

(9)  General  the  Hon.  Henry  Sydney  (Viscount  Sydney 

of  Sheppey,  Earl  of  Romney),  M.P.  (Whig)  Bramber 

1679-81,  Tarn  worth  1689. 
Born  164 1  ;  fourth  son  of  Robert  Sydney,  second  Earl 
of  Leicester  (d.  1677),  by  Dorothy,  daughter  of  Henry 
Percy,  ninth  Earl  of  Northumberland.  He  was  Envoy  to 
France  1672 ;  Master  of  the  Robes  1675-8  ;  Colonel  of  Foot, 
G.O.C.  in  Holland  1681  ;  one  of  the  seven  who  invited 
William  of  Orange  over  in  1688  ;  Privy  Councillor  14  Feb. 
1689  ;  created  Viscount  1689  ;  Lord  Lieut,  of  Kent  1689- 
92  and  1694-1714 ;  Secretary  of  State  169 1-2  ;  Lord  Warden 
of  the  Cinque  Ports  1691-1702  ;  Viceroy  of  Ireland  1692-5  ; 
Master  General  of  the  Ordnance  1693-1702  ;  created  Earl 
1694 ;  one  of  the  Regents  of  the  Realm  1697.  He  was 
deprived  of  all  his  offices  on  the  accession  of  Queen  Anne  in 
1702  and  died  8  April  1704. 


1  G.E.C.  Complete  Baronetage. 
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Bishop  Burnet  says  of  him  :  "  He  was  the  great  wheel 
on  which  the  Revolution  rolled/'  to  which  Swift  adds  :  "he 
had  not  a  wheel  to  turn  a  mouse."  "  He  was,"  says  Burnet, 
"  of  great  honour  and  honesty,  with  a  moderate  capacity." 
"  With  none  at  all,"  writes  Swift.  But  Dryden,  with  the 
requirements  of  poetic  licence,  throws  quite  a  new  light  on 
him  : — 

"  Tho'  all  his  thoughts  on  wine  and  women  fall 
His  are  so  bad,  sure  he  ne'er  thinks  at  all."1 

(10)  Sir  Henry  Gough,  Kt.    See  Pari.  1685-7. 

(11)  Hon.  Henry  Boyle  (Lord  Carleton),  M.P.  (Whig) 

Tamworth  1689-90,  Aldborough  1690-2,  Cambridge 
University  1692-5,  1695-8,  1698-1701,  1701,  1701-2, 
1702-5,  Westminster  1705-8,  1708-10. 

Born  1658  ;  third  son  of  Charles,  Lord  Clifford  of  Lanes- 
borough  (d.  1694),  by  Jane,  daughter  of  William,  Duke  of 
Somerset.  He  was  Lord  of  the  Treasury  1699-1701  ;  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  1701-8  ;  Lord  Treasurer  of  Ireland 
1704-15  ;  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Northern  Division  in 
room  of  Harley  1708-10,  being  replaced  in  1710  by  St.  John. 
He  was  created  Baron  Carleton  of  Carleton,  Yorks,  by  George  I 
in  October  1714  ;  was  Lord  President  of  the  Council  1721-5, 
and  died  at  Carleton  House  in  Pall  Mall  14  March  1725. 2 

"  He  was  never  guilty  of  an  imprudent  speech,  or  of  any 
act  to  injure  the  success  of  the  Whig  cause."3 


Parliament  of  1690-5. 

Summoned  to  meet  20  March  1690  ;  held  six  Sessions  ; 
dissolved  11  October  1695.    The  country  sent  back  a  Tory 


1  Diet.  Nat.  Biog. 
3  Diet.  Nat.  Biog. 


2  Geneal.  VI.  NS.  208. 
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majority  as  a  protest  against  the  Sacheverell  Clause  in  the 
Corporation  Bill ;  and  only  one  Whig,  Biddulph,  was  returned 
from  Staffordshire.  Leveson  Gower  was  one  of  those  few 
extreme  Tories  who  voted  against  allowing  the  King  to  go 
to  Ireland  in  May  1690  ;  while  Grey,  Gower,  Gough  and 
Burdett  were  sufficiently  Jacobite  to  refuse  at  first  to  sub- 
scribe to  the  Protestant  Association  in  1695.  The  Chetwynds' 
politics  are  very  obscure,  but  I  am  inclined  to  agree  with 
Mr.  Beaven  that  they  were  Tories  of  the  Godolphin  type. 
The  Foleys  changed  from  Whig  to  Tory  in  1692  ;  for  this 
election  they  can  be  called  Whig. 

County :     *John  Grey,  Esq  (Tory)  (1) 

Walter  Chetwynd,  Esq  (Tory)  (2) 

elected  6  March  1690. 
by-election ;  7  November  1693,  New  Writ 
vice  Chetwynd  deceased, 

Sir  Walter  Bagott,  Bart   (Tory)  (3) 

elected  unopposed  7  December  1693. 

Stafford  :    *John  Chetwynd,  Esq  (Tory)  (4) 

Jonathan  Cope,  Esq.  9   (Tory)  (5) 

elected  7  March  1690. 
Contest :  *  Chetwynd  (Tory). 
Cope  (Tory). 

♦Philip  Foley  (Whig). 
Poll  not  recorded. 

Foley  petitioned  against  Cope,  24  March 
1690,  but  there  is  110  record  of  any 
Report  on  the  petition,  and  it  was 
probably  withdrawn,  as  Foley  mean 
while  obtained  a  seat  elsewhere  at 
Droitwich. 

by-election ;  New  Writ  issued  vice  Cope 
deceased,  12  November  1694, 
Thomas  Foley,  Esq.,  junior        ...    (Tory)  (6) 
elected  unopposed  21  November. 
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Newcastle  :  *Sir  William  Leveson  Gower,  Bart.  (Tory) 

Sir  Thomas  Bellott,  Bart   (Tory) 

elected  unopposed  4  March  1690. 
by-election  ;  New  Writ  issued  24  December 
169 1,  vice  Sir  William  Leveson  Gower, 
deceased, 

Sir  John  Leveson  Gower,  Bart.  (Tory) 
elected  unopposed  8  January  1692. 


(7) 

(8) 


Lichfield:    *  Robert  Burdett,  Esq. 

Richard  Dyott,  Esq. 

elected  27  February  1690. 

Tam worth  :  *Sir  Henry  Gough,  Kt. 

Michael  Biddulph,  Esq.  ... 
elected  28  February  1690. 
Contest :  Gough  (Tory). 

Biddulph  (Whig). 


...  (Tory) 
..  (Tory) 

..  (Tory) 
•  (Whig) 


(9) 

(10) 
(11) 

(12) 
(13) 


Guy  (Whig). 

Poll  not  recorded. 
24  March  1690  Thomas  Guy  petitioned. 
No  Report.    (Guy  was  subsequently 
elected  for  Tamworth,  see  Parliament 
1695-8.) 

(1)  Hon.  John  Grey.    See  Pari.  1689-90. 

(2)  Walter  Ghetwynd.    See  Pari.  1661-79. 

(3)  Sir  Walter  Bagot,  Bart.    See  Pari.  1679. 

(4)  Captain  John  Chetwynd.    See  Pari.  1689-90. 

(5)  Jonathan  Cope,  Esq..  of  Ronton  Abbey,  M.P. 

Stafford  1690-4. 
Bom  1664  ;  third  but  eldest  surviving  son  of  Jonathan  C. 
of  the  same  (d.  1670),  by  Anne,  daughter  of  Sir  Halton 
Farmer  of  Easton  Neston,  Northants,  Bart.,  and  grandson 
of  Sir  William  Cope,  second  baronet  of  Hanwell.  He  matricu- 
lated at  Christ  Church,  Oxford,  5  December,  1681  ;  in 
1688  he    married    at    St.    Botolph's    Bishopsgate,  Susan, 
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daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Fowle  of  London,  Kt.  He  was  a 
Tory;  served  as  sheriff  1685-6;  and  died  September  1694. 1 
His  widow  afterwards  married  John  Berkeley  of  Stoke 
Giffard,  Bristol,  and  died  in  1697.  His  son,  Jonathan  C, 
was  created  a  baronet  1  March  17 13 — a  title  that  became 
extinct  in  182 1. 

(6)  Thomas  Foley,  Esq.,  of  Witley,  Worcs.  (First  Baron 
Foley),  M.P.  Stafford  1694-5,  1695-8,  1698-1700, 
1701,  1701-2,  1702-5,  1705-8,  1708-10,  1710-11. 

Born  1673  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  of  Thomas  F.  of  the  same.2 
I  think  he  sat  as  a  Tory  in  1694,  and  his  uncle,  Paul  F.,  was 
elected  as  Tory  Speaker  in  1695. 3  He  seems  to  have  sat  in 
that  interest  for  Stafford,  not  only  undisturbed  but  even  with- 
out a  contest  in  every  Parliament  down  to  1710,  whatever 
the  complexion  of  the  House.    He  was  raised  to  the  Lords, 


1  Will  of  Jonathan  Cope  of  Ronton  Abbey,  dated  15  July,  1694, 
proved  in  P.C.C.  by  widow  25  Sept.,  1694. 

To  be  buried  in  Ellenhall  Church.  Jewels,  coach  and  horses,  etc., 
by  wife  Susannah,  and  she  sole  Executrix.  Residue  to  eldest  son 
Jonathan,  then  under  age.  If  wife  remarries,  Sir  Thomas  Piershall 
of  Sugnall,  Sir  Robert  Jenkinson  of  Walcott,  Oxon.,  and  Henry 
Farmer  of  Easton,  Northants,  to  be  guardians. 

Bequests  to  mother,  Anna  Cope,  mother-in-law  Lady  Jane  Fowle, 
brother-in-law  John  Goldsmith,  and  sister  Elizabeth  his  wife,  and 
sisters  Mary,  Arabella  and  Catherine  Cope. 

By  his  settlement  of  1688 — between  Sir  John  Cope  of  Brewerne, 
Oxon.,  Bart.,  and  testator  and  Charles  C,  brother  (since  deceased), 
and  Sir  Thomas  Fowle  (since  deceased),  and  Susannah,  testator's 
wife — he  has  power  to  charge  his  lands  ;  and  on  23  July  1694  he  had 
accordingly  settled  ^200  a  year  each  on  his  younger  sons  William  and 
Anthony. 

2  For  his  grandfather,  Thomas  F.,  see  Diet.  Nat.  Biog. 

3  In  recording  his  election  as  Speaker  in  March  1695  (the  last  year  of 
the  Tory  Parliament  of  1690),  Macaulay  writes  of  Paul  Foley  that, 
"  though  he  had  of  late  generally  voted  with  the  Tories,  he  still  called 
himself  a  Whig,  and  was  not  unacceptable  to  many  of  the  Whigs."  A 
similar  position  was  doubtless  held  by  the  whole  Foley  family  in 
Parliament. 
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31  December  1711,  in  order  to  create  a  Tory  Party  there  for 
the  Peace  of  Uhtrecht.  As  late  as  1704  he  was  sufficiently 
moderate  in  his  toryism  to  vote  (with  Harley  and  a  large 
number  of  Tories)  against  tacking  the  Occasional  Conformity 
Bill  on  to  the  Land  Tax  Bill.  He  was  admitted  to  Lincoln's 
Inn  30  May  1695,  and  died  22  January  1733  buried  at 
Witley,  M.  I  2 

(7)  Sir  William  Leveson  Gower,  Bart.    See  Pari.  1661-79. 

(8)  Sir  Thomas  Bellott,  Bart.    See  Pari.  1679. 

(9)  Sir  John  Leveson  Gower,  Bart.,  of  Trentham  (First 

Baron  Gower),  M.P.  Newcastle  1692-5,  1695-8, 
1698-1700,  1701,  1701-2,  1702-3. 

Born  7  January  1675  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  of  Sir  William 
L.  G.,  M.P.3  (d.  1691),  fourth  baronet  of  Sittenham,  Yorks, 
by  Jane,  daughter  of  John  Granville,  first  Earl  of  Bath.  He 
was  elected  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  and  in  1700  he  proposed 
the  impeachment  of  Lord  Somers  because  he  had  struck  off 
the  bench  those  who  would  not  sign  the  Protestant  Associa- 
tion in  1696.  The  motion  was  defeated  by  167  votes  to  107. 
In  170 1  he  stood  as  Tory  candidate  for  Westminster  as  well 
as  for  Newcastle,  but  he  only  succeeded  at  Newcastle.  In 
April  1701  he  impeached  the  Earl  of  Portland  in  the  name  of 
the  Commons  of  England.  In  March  1703  he  was  raised  to 
the  Peerage  as  Baron  Gower  in  order  to  increase  the  strength 
of  the  Tory  Party  in  the  Lords.  He  was  Chancellor  of  the 
Duchy   1702-6,    and   Privy   Councillor   1702. 4     In  May 


1  Beaven. 

2  Will  of  Thomas,  Lord  Foley,  dated  22  July  1731,  proved  by 
son  19  March,  1732/3  in  P.C.C. 

To  be  buried  at  Great  Witley.  Jewels  and  all  furniture  in  London 
to  wife  Mary  ;  ^15,000  to  younger  child  Elizabeth  ;  ^100  to  servant, 
John  Baxter,  senior  ;  residue  to  son  and  heir  Thomas  and  he  sole 
Executor. 

3  Pari.  1661-79. 

4  Diet.  Nat.  Biog.  corrected  by  Mr.  Beaven. 
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1706  he  was  dismissed  from  all  Offices  by  the  Whig  Govern- 
ment, and  he  died  31  August  1709. 

He  married,  1692,  Catherine  (d.  1723),  daughter  of  John 
Manners,  first  Duke  of  Rutland  His  son  was  created  Earl 
Gower,  and  his  grandson  Marquess  of  Stafford.  His  great- 
grandson  became  Duke  of  Sutherland  in  1833. 

(10)  (Sir)  Robert  Burdett  (Bart.).    See  Pari.  1689-90, 

(11)  Captain  Richard  Dyott  of  Freford,  M.P.  Lichfield 

(Tory)    1690-5,    1698-1700,    1701,    1701-2,  1702-5, 

1705-8,  1710-13,  1713-5- 
Born  22  May  1667  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  of  Captain  Richard 
D.  of  the  same,  M.P.1  (d.  1678),  by  Katherine  (Gresley).  He 
married,  1685,  Frances,  daughter  of  William  Inge  of  Thorpe  C011- 
sta'iitine.  In  1695  and  1708  he  contested  Lichfield  unsuccess- 
fully, but  there  is  no  record  of  the  candidates  having  gone  to 
the  poll.  After  his  death  in  May  1719,  the  Vernons  of 
Sudbury  carried  on  the  Tory  leadership  in  Lichfield.  He 
voted  for  the  "  Tack  "  in  1704,  but  in  1693  he  was  not  so 
ultra  Tory  as  to  omit  the  deference  due  to  a  Royal  party. 
"  Sir  Henry  Goodriche  to  cause  five  barrels  of  gunpowder  to 
be  delivered  to  Captain  Richard  Dyott,  in  lieu  of  so  much 
expended  by  him  in  saluting  the  King  at  Lichfield  on  his 
going  and  returning  from  Ireland. " 2 

(12)  Sir  Henry  Gough,  Kt.    See  Pari.  1685-7. 

(13)  Michael  Biddulph  of  Polesworth,  Warwick,  M.P. 

Tamworth  (Whig)  1690-5. 

Born  19  November  1661  ;  son  and  heir  of  Michael  B.  of 
Polesworth,  Warwickshire  (d.  1673),  by  Frances,  daughter 
and  coheiress  of  John  Kingston,  M.D.,  of  London,  by  Anne, 
daughter  and  coheiress  of  Sir  William  Goody er  of  Polesworth. 


1  Pari.  1661-78. 

2  Cal.  State  Pap.  Bom.  22  May  1693. 
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He  married  Lucy,  daughter  and  heir  of  George  Wale  of 
Rad winter,  Essex,  and  died  26  July  1697, 1  aged  36,  leaving 
two  sons  and  two  daughters.2 


Parliament  of  1695-8. 

Summoned  to  meet  22  November  1695  ;  held  three  sessions  ; 
dissolved  7  July  1698.  The  election  resulted  in  a  Whig 
victory,  and  a  Whig  Government  was  formed,  supporting  the 
King's  wars.  The  Roll  of  the  Protestant  Association,  formed 
after  the  attempt  on  the  King's  life,  was  sent  up  in  1696 — 
from  Newcastle  to  be  presented  by  John  Lawton,  M.P.  ; 
from  Stafford  to  be  presented  by  Thomas  Foley,  M.P.  ;  from 
Uttoxeter  by  the  Hon.  Henry  Paget,  M.P.  ;  from  North 
Pirehill  by  John  Peshale,  formerly  M.P.  Both  Foleys, 
Lawton,  Biddulph  and  Guy  signed  the  Association ;  Grey, 
Leveson  Gower,  Gough  and  Burdett  were  among  the  93 
members  who  refused  at  first  to  sign,  and  may  be  held  to  have 
been  strong  Tories.  Paget's  position  is  not  quite  clear.  He 
was  probably  a  Tory,  but  a  moderate  one,  such  as  would  support 
the  established  government.  The  Foleys,  too,  though  they 
signed  the  Roll,  changed  to  the  Tory  side  about  1692,  and 
may  be  held  to  be  moderate  Tories,  though  they  were  hardly 
avowed  members  of  the  Party  until  a  little  later. 

County :     *John  Grey,  Esq  (Tory)  (1) 

Henry  Paget,  Esq   (Mod.  Tory)  (2) 

elected  unopposed  7  November  1695. 


1  Pink. 

2  Will  of  Michael  Biddulph  of  Polesworth,  dated  21  June 
1697,  proved  in  P.C.C.  by  both  Exors.  24  Dec.  1697. 

To  George,  son  and  heir,  the  purple  cloth  bed  and  tapestry  in  the 
dining  room  and  mathematical  instruments.  ^30  a  year  for  each 
child  for  maintainance,  all  being  under  eighteen.  To  younger  children, 
Lucy,  Anne  and  Charles  ^1000  each.  Cousin  Anthony  Biddulph 
of  Ledbury  ^20  a  year,  and  he  guardian  ;  he  with  John  Wale  of  Saffron 
Walden,  exors. 
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Stafford  :      Philip  Foley,  Esq   (Mod.  Tory)  (3) 

♦Thomas  Foley,  junior,  Esq....      (Mod.  Tory)  (4) 
elected  unopposed  28  October  1695. 

Newcastle  :  *Sir  John  Leveson  Gower,  Bart.    ...    (Tory)  (5) 

John  Lawton,  Esq  (Whig)  (6) 

elected  unopposed  26  October  1695. 

Lichfield:      Sir  Michael  Biddulph,  Bart.         ...    (Whig)  (7) 

♦Robert  Burdett,  Esq  (Tory)  (8) 

elected  unopposed  7  November  1695. 

Tamworth  :  *Sir  Henry  Gough,  Kt.       ...       ...    (Tory)  (9) 

Thomas  Guy,  Esq  (Whig)  (10) 

elected  unopposed  1695. 

(1)  Hon.  John  Grey.    See  Pari.  1689-90. 

(2)  Hon.  Henry  Paget  (Baron  Burton,  171  i  ;  Baron 

Paget,  1713  ;  Earl  of  Uxbridge,  1714),  M.P.  Staffs 
1695-8,  1698-1700,  1701,  1701-2,  1702-5,  1705-8, 
1708-10,  1710-11. 

Born  c.  1665  ;  second  but  eldest  surviving  son  of  William, 
sixth  Lord  Paget  (d.  1713),  by  Frances,  daughter  of  the  Hon. 
Francis  Pierrepont.  His  father  was  once  a  prominent  Whig, 
and  was  sent  as  Ambassador  to  Vienna  in  1698,  but  reappointed 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Staffordshire  on  his  return  in  1703  by  the 
Tory  Government.  Henry  Paget,  like  many  Moderate  Tories, 
voted  against  the  "  Tack  "  in  1704. 1  In  August  17 10  he 
was  made  a  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  and  in  June  171 1  Captain 
of  the  Yeomen  of  the  Guard  and  a  Privy  Councillor.  In 


1  Paget  was  certainly  a  Tory  from  the  beginning  of  his  public 
life.  For  three-quarters  of  a  century  from  the  Revolution  onwards 
no  Whig  had  a  "  look  in  "  at  the  representation  of  the  county.  Paget 
was  a  Protestant  and  opposed  to  Romanism ;  that  was  his  only  leaning 
to  Whiggism,  which  he  shared  with  many  of  the  strongest  Tories  and 
Non-Jurors.  His  father  had  been  a  very  strong  Protestant  in  the 
1679-85  period,  and  generally  voted  with  the  Whigs  to  the  end  of  his 
public  life.  (Beaven.) 
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December  17 11  he  was  raised  to  the  Peerage  to  strengthen  the 
Tory  Party  in  the  Lords.  He  was  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Stafford- 
shire from  March  1713  to  September  1715  ;  Recorder  of 
Lichfield  1713 ;  Envoy  to  Hanover  13  April  1714 ;  and  on 
19  October  1714  he  was  created  Earl  of  Uxbridge,  after  the 
accession  of  George  I.1  But  in  September  1715  he  resigned 
all  his  appointments  and  retired. 

He  married  (1)  Mary  (d.  1736),  daughter  and  coheiress 
of  Thomas  Catesby  of  Whist  on,  Yorks  ;  and  (2),  in  1739, 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Sir  William  Bagot,  Bart.  He  died 
30  August  1743. 2  Will  proved  1743.  His  widow  died 
2  September  1769,  aged  85. 1 

(3)  Philip  Foley,  Esq.    See  Pari.  1689-90. 

(4)  Thomas  Foley,  Esq.  (first  Baron  Foley).    See  Pari. 

1690-5. 

(5)  Sir  John  Leveson  Gower,  Bart.    See  Pari.  1690-5. 

(6)  John  Lawton,  Esq.    See  Pari.  1689-90. 

(7)  Sir  Michael  Biddulph,  Bart.    See  Pari.  1679. 

(8)  (Sir)  Robert  Burdett  (Bart.).    See  Pari.  1689-90. 

(9)  Sir  Henry  Gough,  Kt.    See  Pari.  1685-7. 

(10)  Thomas  Guy,  of  Cornhill  and  Lombard  Street,  Lon- 

don (Bookseller),  M.P.  Tamworth  1695-8,  1698-1700, 
1701,  1701-2,  1702-5,  1705-8. 

Born  c.  1641  ;  eldest  son  of  Thomas  Guy  of  Horsleydown, 
Southwark,  citizen  and  carpenter,  also  lighterman  and  coal- 
monger — an  anabaptist  who  died  when  his  son  was  eight 
years  of  age.  He  was  educated  by  his  mother  at  Tamworth, 
and  on  3  September  1660  was  apprenticed  to  John  Gierke, 
bookseller  of  Cheapside,  for  eight  years.  He  became  Freeman 
of  the  Stationers'  Company  7  October  1668  and  Liveryman 


1  Pink. 


2  Diet,  Nat.  Biog. 

N  2 
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6  October  1673.  In  1668  he  set  up  as  a  bookseller  in  Cornhill, 
and  became  remarkable  for  his  probity,  skill  and  zeal,  carry- 
ing on  business  for  many  years  with  great  profit.  Becoming 
possessed  in  1720  of  £45,200  South  Sea  Stock,  he  cautiously 
disposed  of  the  same  at  an  extremely  advanced  price,  and  so 
lealised  a  large  sum.  It  must,  however,  be  added  that  no 
dishonourable  imputation  ever  attached  to  him  on  this  score. 
From  the  first  he  used  his  wealth  generously  and  with  philan- 
thropy. He  was  elected  Sheriff  of  London  in  1694  but  fined  off. 
As  M.P.  he  subscribed  to  the  Association  in  support  of  King 
William,  February  1696. 

In  .1678  he  founded  almshouses  in  Tarn  worth  for  six  poor 
women  ;  these  he  enlarged  in  1699  for  fourteen  men  and 
women.  In  1701  he  built  Tamworth  Town  Hall ;  in  1704 
he  was  elected  a  Governor  of  St.  Thomas'  Hospital,  which  insti- 
tution he  enlarged  in  1707  at  considerable  cost.  But  his 
principal  philanthropic  work  was  the  founding,  at  a  cost  of 
£18,793,  of  Guy's  Hospital  in  1722  ;  which  he  lived  to  see 
covered  in,  but  died,  before  its  completion,  on  27  December 
1724,  in  his  eighty-fourth  year,  being  buried  in  Mercers' 
Chapel.  By  his  will, 1  dated  4  September  1724  (9000  words, 
too  long  to  quote),  he  left  lands  in  Staffordshire,  Warwick- 
shire and  Derbyshire  to  cousins ;  £400  per  annum  to 
Christ's  Hospital,  for  the  board  and  education  of  four  poor 
children  ;  his  almshouses  and  library  at  Tamworth  for  main- 
tenance of  fourteen  poor  persons  there,  and  £1000  for  other 
purposes.  The  residue — £200,000 — he  left  to  complete  his 
hospital  for  four  hundred  sick  persons,  which  was  afterwards 
established  by  Act  of  Parliament.2  Will  proved  in  P.  C.C  1724/5. 

A  letter  from  Dr.  Smallridge,  Dean  of  Lichfield,  to  Lord 
Weymouth  in  1696 3  enquires  whether  Lord  Weymouth  has 
sufficient  influence  at  Tamworth  to  keep  Guy  out  at  the  next 
election  ;  but  at  the  next  election  Guy  not  only  got  in  in 
spite  of  the  Thynne  (Drayton)  influence,  but  carried  in  Chet- 
wynd  with  him. 


1  (7  Romney.) 


2  Pink. 


3  Cal.  Pap.  Dom. 
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Parliament  of  1698-1700. 

Summoned  to  meet  24  August  1698  ;  held  two  sessions ; 
dissolved  19  December  1700.  This  election  resulted  in  a  House 
more  Tory  than  the  preceding,  but  sufficiently  Whig  to  elect 
Sir  Thomas  Lyttelton  as  Whig  Speaker  by  242  votes  to  135. 
The  only  Whigs  sent  up  from  Staffordshire,  were  Sir  Michael 
Biddulph  and  Thomas  Guy  ;  but  Paget  and  Chetwynd  may 
be  held  to  be  moderate  Godolphin  Tories. 

It  will  be  seen  that  one  of  the  very  few  contests  for  the 
county  representation  took  place  in  1698.  There  is  no 
reason  to  suppose  that  Shirley  was  a  Whig ;  it  was  probably 
a  fight  between  rival  landlords.  Shirley,  whatever  his 
Christian  name,  must  have  been  a  scion  of  the  House  of  Chart- 
ley.  I  think  it  is  most  probable  that  the  contest  never  got 
so  far  as  a  poll.  The  contests  at  Lichfield  and  Tamworth 
resulted  in  fresh  "  determinations  "  as  to  the  Right  of  Election 
in  the  Boroughs.    Both  determinations  were  anti-democratic. 


County  :     *Henry  Paget,  Esq   (Tory) 

Edward  Bagot,  Esq.    (Tory) 

elected  11  August  1698,  defeating  Mr. 
Shirley,  who  probably  did  not  go  to 
the  poll. 


(1) 
(2) 


Stafford  :    *Philip  Foley,  Esq  (Tory)  (3) 

j      *Thomas  Foley,  junior,  Esq.,  of  Witley  (Tory)  (4) 
elected  unopposed  27  July  1698. 


Newcastle  :  *Sir  John  Leveson  Gower,  Bart.     ...  (Tory) 

Sir  Thomas  Bellott,  Bart   (Tory) 

elected  unopposed  26  July  1698. 
by-election,  New  Writ  issued  16  November 
1699  vice  Bellott  deceased. 

Rowland  Cotton,  Esq.    (Tory) 

elected  28  November  1699. 

Contest :  Cotton  (T.)    155 


(5) 

(6) 


(7) 


John  Lawton  (W.) 
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21  December  1699  Lawton  lodged  a 
petition  against  Cotton,  complaining 
of  bribery,  etc.,  withdrawn  by  leave 
28  February  1700. 

Lichfield  :     Richard  Dyott,  Esq   (Tory)  (8) 

*Sir  Michael  Biddulph,  Bart   (Whig)  (9) 

elected  11  August  1698. 
Contest :  Dyott  (T.) 

Biddulph  (W.) 

Wyrley  (T.)1 
Poll  not  recorded. 
14  December  1698  Wyrley  petitioned, 
alleging  that  by  menace  and  divers 
illegal  practices  many  electors  were 
hindered  from  voting  for  him.  The 
petition  was  referred,  but  there  is  no 
Report  extant ;  probably  it  was  with- 
drawn.2 


1  The  unsuccessful  candidate,  Humphrey  Wyrley  of  Hamstead, 
was  son  of  Humphrey  W.  of  the  same,  Protonotary  of  the  Common 
Pleas,  by  Sibil,  daughter  of  Christopher  Masters  of  Westminster. 
He  married  a  daughter  of  Sir  Henry  Wroth  of  Durance,  and  was  a 
J. P.  and  Deputy  Lieut,  of  Staffordshire  in  1700. 

2  It  should  be  noted  that  Biddulph  (W.)  and  Dyott  (T.)  stood 
together  as  colleagues  both  in  1698  and  in  the  first  1701  election. 
This  appears  from  the  evidence  in  the  petitions  in  these  years.  I 
have  no  direct  evidence  as  to  Wyiiey's  politics,  though  I  incline 
to  the  opinion  that  he  was  a  Tory.  I  once  thought  it  possible  that 
Dyott  might  have  been  a  Whig  at  this  time,  contrary  to  the 
traditions  of  his  family,  but  he  was  certainly  an  extreme  Tory 
(a  "  Tacker  ")  in  1704.  So  I  can  only  conclude  that,  as  in  the  case 
of  Tamworth  at  the  same  election,  when  Chetwynd  and  Gough  were 
opposed,  it  was  not  a  fight  between  men  of  opposite  parties,  but  be- 
tween representatives  of  different  claims  to  the  right  of  election.  It 
appears  to  have  turned  on  the  question  as  to  whether  all  freemen 
could  vote  (as  contended  by  Wyrley)  or  only  those  who  paid  scot  and 
lot  (Dyott's  case).  (Beaven.) 
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Tamworth :  *Thomas  Guy,  Esq  (Whig)  (10) 

John  Chetwynd,  Esq.        ...      (Mod.  Tory)  (11) 
elected  28  July  1698. 

Contest:  *Guy  (W.)    221 

Chetwynd  (Mod.  T.)   ...  193 

♦Gough  (T)  ...  ~~ ^  184 
December  12  1698  Gough  petitioned. 
Petitioner's  Counsel  insisted  on  the 
right  of  election  being  in  all  such  as 
have  freeholds  or  pay  scot  and  lot 
within  the  borough.  Guy  and 
Chetwynd  denied  that  the  freeholders 
had  any  right.  Resolved  by  the  Com- 
mittee that  the  right  of  election  is  in 
the  inhabitants  paying  scot  and  lot 
and  in  such  persons  who  have  free- 
holds within  the  said  borough,  whether 
resident  or  not.  That  Thomas  Guy, 
Esq.,  is  duly  elected ;  that  John 
Chetwynd  is  not  duly  elected  ;  that 
Sir  Henry  Gough  is  duly  elected. 
Agreed  to  by  the  House  by  179  votes 
to  144,  17  March  1699. 
*Sir  Henry  Gough    (Tory)  (12) 

(1)  Hon,  Henry  Paget  (Earl  of  Uxbridge).    See  Pari. 

1695-8. 

(2)  (Sir)  Edward  Bagot  (Bart.),  M.P.  Staffs  1698-1701, 

1701,  1701-2,  1702-5,  1705-8. 

Born  21  January  1674  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  of  Sir  Walter 
B.  of  Blithfield,  M.P.1  (d.  1705),  by  Jane  (Salusbury).  He 
married  1697  Frances,  daughter  and  heiress  of  Sir  Francis 
Wagstaffe  of  Tachebrook  Mallory,  Warwickshire.  His  sister 
had  married   Henry   Paget,   his   colleague  in  Parliament. 


1  Pari.  1679. 
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Although  Tories,  he  and  Paget  both  voted  against  the  Tory 
"  tack  "  in  1704.  He  matriculated  at  Christ  Church,  Oxford, 
1691 ;  student  of  the  Middle  Temple  1692.  He  died  May  1712. 1  2 
His  widow  remarried,  but  died  May  1714.3 

(3)  Philip  Foley,     See  Pari.  1689-90. 

(4)  Thomas  Foley  (First  Baron  Foley).    See  Pari.  1690-5. 

(5)  Sir  John  Leveson  Gower,  Bart.    See  Pari.  1690-5. 

(6)  Sir  Thomas  Bellot,  Bart.    See  Pari.  1679. 

(7)  Rowland  Cotton  of  Bellaport,  Salop,  and  of  Etwall, 

Derbyshire,  jure  uxoris,  M.P.  Newcastle  November 
1699-1700,  1701,  1701-2,  1702-5,  1705  till  unseated 
27  February  1706,  1708  till  unseated  1  February  1709, 
1710-3,  1713-  5,  1715  till  unseated  2  June  1715. 

Born  c.  1675  ;  son  and  heir  of  Ralph  C.  of  Bellaport,  by 
Abigail,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Abney  of  Willersley,  Derby. 
Matriculated  Wadham  College,  Oxford,  22  April  1691,  aged  16. 
Sheriff  of  Salop  1697-8.  He  married  Mary,  daughter  and 
coheiress  of  Sir  Samuel  Sleigh,  Kt.,  of  Etwall,  Derby,  and 


1  5.C.  XI.  N.S.  119. 

2  Will  of  Sir  Edward  Bagot,  Bart.,  dated  29  Sept.  1706,  proved 
in  P.C.C.  by  widow,  27  June  17 12. 

To  wife,  Fraunces,  his  unsettled  lands  and  personalty,  and  she 
sole  Executrix.  £3000  each  to  daughters  Fraunces  and  Jane  from  the 
£6000  owing  from  his  father-in-law,  Sir  T.  Wagstaff,  Kt.  If  his  son 
and  heir  inherits  his  grandfather's  Warwickshire  lands  he  is  to  take  the 
name  of  Wagstaff  before  Bagot.  To  his  brothers  Charles  and  William 
Bagot,  and  his  four  sisters,  and  his  kinsman,  Colonel  Richard  Bagot, 
each  ^10  for  mourning. 

Uncle  Charles  Bagot  to  be  guardian  of  children.  Overseers  :  Sir 
T.  Wagstaff,  uncle  Charles  Bagot,  George  Jones  of  Middle  Temple, 
and  friend  Mr.  William  Best. 

8  Pink. 


* 
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died  29  April  1753. 1  He  was  Mayor  of  Newcastle  1697-8  ; 
and  Steward  of  Newcastle  Manor  1702-7. 2  He  is  the  ancestor 
of  the  Cottons  of  EtwalL 

(8)  Captain  Richard  Dyott.    See  Pari.  1690-5. 

(9)  Sir  Michael  Biddulph,  Bart.    See  Pari.  1679. 

(10)  Thomas  Guy.   See  Pari.  1695-8. 

(n)  Captain  John  Chetwynd.    See  Pari.  1689-90. 
(12)  Sir  Henry  Gough,  Kt.    See  Pari.  1685-7. 


Parliament  of  1701. 

Summoned  to  meet  6  February  1701  ;  held  one  session  ; 
dissolved  11  November  1701.  A  Tory  majority  was  elected 
and  a  Tory  Government  was  formed.  All  the  election 
petitions  went  to  the  Tories.  Harley  was  elected  Speaker. 
The  Earl  of  Portland  was  impeached  by  Sir  John  Leveson 
Gower.  The  ultra-Tories,  said  by  Macaulay  to  have  been 
influenced  by  the  French  Ambassador,  included  Foley,  Gower, 
and  Gough. 

County :      *Henry  Pagett,  Esq   (Tory)  (1) 

♦Edward  Bagott,  Esq.    (Tory)  (2) 

elected  unopposed  28  January  1701. 

Stafford :     John  Chetwynd,  Esq.    (Tory)  (3) 

♦Thomas  Foley,  Esq   (Tory)  (4) 

elected  unopposed  16  January  170 1. 


1  Will  of  Rowland  Cotton  of  Bellaport,  dated  27  Aug.  1748, 
proved  in  P.C.C.  by  widow  4  Oct.  1753. 

Bearston,  Salop,  settled  on  wife  for  life,  reversion  in  tail  to  son, 
William  C,  grandson  William,  son  of  said  William,  grandson  Evelin 
Rowland  C,  next  brother  and  heirs  male.  Residue  to  wife  and  she 
sole  executrix. 

By  codicil  of  3  March  1753  he  adds  to  the  remaindermen,  his 
daughter  Elizabeth  Abigail,  wife  of  Sir  L.  Salisbury  Cotton  of  Cumber- 
mere,  and  testator's  daughter,  Catherine  Cotton. 

1  Ingamell's  Directory  of  Newcastle-under-Lytne. 
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Newcastle  :* Sir  John  Leveson  Gower     ...       ...    (Tory)  (5) 

*  Rowland  Cotton,  Esq.    (Tory)  (6) 

elected  unopposed  18  January  1701. 

Lichfield  :   *  Richard  Dyott,  Esq.    (Tory)  (7) 

William  Walmisley,  Esq   (Whig)  (8) 

Contest :  *Dyott  (T.)    179 

Walmisley  (W.)        ...  176 

Wyrley  (T.)    168 

♦Biddulph  (W.)         ...  150 

Wyrley  petitioned  against  Dyott  and 

Biddulph    against    Walmisley,  but 
failed  to  upset  the  election.1 


1  Lichfield  Petition.  The  (Election  Petition)  Committee  of  the  House, 
being  moved  by  the  Lichfield  Corporation  and  Lord  Stanhope  (W.), 
resolved,  10  May  1701  :  (1)  that  Mr.  Dyott  (T.)  was  duly  elected, 
which  was  agreed  to  by  the  House  ;  (2)  that  Mr.  Walmesley  (W.)  was 
not  duly  elected,  and  (3)  that  Sir  Michael  Biddulph  (W.)  was  duly 
elected  ;  which  two  last  resolutions  were  disagreed  to  by  the  House, 
13  May  1 70 1.  Consequently  Dyott  (T.)  and  Walmesley  (W.)  sat  for 
Lichfield.  It  seems  an  extraordinary  position,  Whig  against  Whig 
and  Tory  against  Tory.  Mr.  Beaven  writes  :  "I  have  had  the  Journals 
of  the  House  looked  up  for  13  May  1701.  '  Question  put  that  the  House 
do  agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  Resolution  that  William  Walmesley, 
Esq.,  is  not  duly  elected  : 

Yeas  :  98.    (Tellers,  Sir  John  Mainwaring  and  Mr. 

Rayner.) 

Noes  :  113.    (Tellers  :  Sir  John  Bolles  and  Mr.  Poultney.).' 

"  Now  Rayner  and  Bolles,  who  told  on  opposite  sides,  were  both 
ultra  Tories,  included  in  the  List  of  '  Pensioners  '  printed  later  in  the 
same  year,  and  of  which  I  have  an  original  copy.  And  similarly 
Mainwaring  and  Poultney  (?  J.  Poultney,  M.P.  for  Hastings) ,  who  also 
told  on  opposite  sides,  were  both  decided  Whigs.  It  might  be  sug- 
gested that  one  of  each  side  told  the  ayes  and  noes  impartially  in  these 
times,  but  I  have  looked  into  this  and  find  that  in  every  division  of 
a  clearly  party  character  two  Tories  were  joined  together  as  partners, 
and  similarly  on  the  other  side.  I  have  gone  through  a  large  number 
of  divisions  between  1680  and  1710,  and  can  find  no  exception  where 
the  questions  divided  on  were  '  Party  '  only." 

See  an  account  of  this  Petition  and  Trial  in  Oldfield  IV,  pp.  497-500. 
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Tarn  worth  :  *Thomas  Guy,  Esq   (Whig)  (9) 

*Sir  Henry  Gough,  Kt   (Tory)  (10) 

elected  16  January  1701. 

Contest :  Guy  (W.)..,       ...       ...  222 

Gough  (T.)    196 

Chetwynd  (T.)   136 

(1)  Hon.  Henry  Paget  (Earl  of  Uxbridge).    See  Pari. 

1695-8. 

(2)  (Sir)  Edward  Bagot  (Bart.).    See  Pari.  1698-1700. 

(3)  Captain  John  Chetwynd.    See  Pari.  1689-90. 

(4)  Thomas  Foley  (First  Baron  Foley).    See  Pari.  1690-5. 

(5)  Sir  John  Leveson  Gower,  Bart.    See  Pari  1690-5. 

(6)  Rowland  Cotton,  Esq.    See  Pari.  1698-1700. 

(7)  Captain  Richard  Dyott.    See  Pari.  1690-5. 

(8)  William  Walmesley,  M.P.  Lichfield  1701. 

In  1689  a  Mr.  Walmesley  is  said  to  be  "  with  the  Pretender 
in  France/'  but  I  do  not  think  it  was  this  man.  For  the  M.P. 
was  a  Proctor  and  Chancellor  of  the  Diocese  of  Lichfield,  1698- 
1713.  He  married,  1675,  Dorothy,  b.  1659,  daughter  and  coheir 
of  Humphry  Gilbert  of  Fradley  ;*  and  was  buried  in  the  Cathe- 
dral 15  July  1713.  Will  dated  15  September  1712,  was  proved 
3  January  1714.  His  son  was  Gilbert  W.,  the  friend  of  Dr. 
Johnson — "  a  Whig  with  all  the  malevolence  of  his  party." 
Mr.  Beaven  says  :  "I  have  no  doubt  that  Walmesley  was  a 
Whig.  It  is  significant  (apart  from  Johnson's  reference  to 
his  son's  politics)  that  he  was  Chancellor  to  Whig  Bishops — 
Lloyd  and  Hough.  The  Chancellor  of  the  diocese  was 
appointed  by  the  bishop.  That  he  was  petitioned  against 
by  Biddulph,  a  Whig,  is  not  conclusive ;  for  Dyott  and 
Biddulph  seem  to  have  stood  for  Lichfield  as  colleagues  from 


1  Staffs.  Pedigrees,  p.  106;  Harl.  Socy. 
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1698  to  1701.  In  1698  Dyott  (T.)  and  Biddulph  (W.)  were 
returned  and  Wyrley  (T.  ?)  petitioned  ;  in  January  1701  Dyott 
(T.)  and  Walrnesley  (W.)  were  returned  and  Biddulph  (W.) 
petitioned  against  Walrnesley  (W.),  while.  Wyrley  (T.  ?)  peti- 
tioned against  Dyott  (T.)  ;  in  November  1701  Dyott  (T.)  and 
Biddulph  (W.)  were  returned  unopposed." 

(9)  Thomas  Guy.    See  Pari.  1695-8. 

(10)  Sir  Henry  Gough,  Kt.    See  Pari.  1685-7. 


Parliament  of  1701-2. 

Summoned  to  meet  30  December  1701 ;  prolonged  by 
Act  of  Parliament  for  six  months  after  the  death  of  the  King ; 
dissolved  2  July  1702.  The  election  resulted  in  a  considerable 
Whig  gain,  but  there  was  still  a  Tory  majority  of  four  for  the 
Speaker. 

County :     ♦Henry  Paget,  Esq   (Tory)  (1) 

♦Edward  Bagott,  Esq.    (Tory)  (2) 

elected  unopposed  27  November  1701. 

Stafford  :    Thomas  Foley,  Esq   (Tory)  (3) 

John  Pershall,  Esq  (Whig)  (4) 

elected  unopposed  25  November  1701. 

Newcastle  :  *Sir  John  Leveson  Gower,  Bart.    ...    (Tory)  (5) 

♦Rowland  Cotton,  Esq  (Tory)  (6) 

elected  unopposed  25  November  1701. 

Lichfield:     Sir  Michael  Biddulph,  Bart.         ...   (Whig)  (7) 

♦Richard  Dyott,  Esq.   (Tory)  (8) 

elected  unopposed  27  November  1701. 

Tamworth  :  Henry  Thynne,  Esq   (Tory)  (9) 

♦Thomas  Guy,  Esq  (Whig)  (10) 

elected  unopposed  27  November  1701. 


WILLIAM  AND  MARY. 
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(1)  Hon.  Henry  Paget  (Earl  of  Uxbridge).    See  Pari. 

1695-8. 

(2)  (Sir)  Edward  Bagott  (Bart.).    See  Pari.  1698-1700. 

(3)  Thomas  Foley,  Esq,  (First  Baron  Foley).    See  Pari, 

1690-5 

{4)  John  Peshale,  Esq.,  M.P  Stafford  1701-2. 

Born  c.  1670  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  apparent  of  Sir  Thomas 
P.  of  Horsley,  third  baronet  (d.  1712,  when  the  baronetcy 
became  extinct),  by  a  daughter  of  Medcalf  of  Yorkshire. 
He  married  Charlotte,  daughter  of  Thomas,  Lord  Colepepper,1 
but  died,  v. p.,  leaving  two  daughters  in  1706. 2  He  presented 
the  Protestant  Association  Roll  for  Pirehill  Hundred  in  1696, 
and  was  a  Whig.  He  was  a  J. P.  in  1703  and  probably  till  his 
death. 

(5)  Sir  John  Leveson  Gower,  Bart.    See  Pari.  1690-5. 

(6)  Rowland  Cotton,  Esq.    See  Pari.  1698-1700. 

(7)  Sir  Michael  Biddulph,  Bart.    See  Pari.  1679. 

(8)  Captain  Richard  Dyott.    See  Pari.  1690-5. 


1  Burke,  Extinct  Baronetages,  gives  this  marriage,  but  the  licence 
in  the  London  Marriage  Licences,  15  May  1690,  gives  no  father's  name. 
Staff.  Pedigrees,  Harl.  Socy.,  says,  p.  186,  "  natural  daur.  of  Ld. 
Colepeper  wch.  he  had  by  Susan  Willis." 

2  Will  of  John  Pershall,  son  and  heir  apparent  of  Sir  Thomas  P., 
of  Great  Sugnall,  Bart.,  dated  12  April  1705,  proved  in  P.C.C.  by 
widow  15  July  1706. 

To  be  buried  in  Eccleshall  Church.  To  wife  Charlotte,  furniture, 
etc.,  in  "  house  I  now  live  in  in  St.  James'  Place,  and  my  Padd  Nagg." 
£1500  each  for  portions  for  daughters  Fraunces  and  Arrabella,  £300 
a  year  to  wife.  Bequests  for  mourning  to  father,  kinsman  Robert 
Bosville,  and  friend  John  Salt,  corne  chandler  in  Brewers'  St.,  St. 
James. 

Residue  and  reversion  of  lands  in  Yorkshire,  to  which  he  was  entitled 
on  death  of  his  mother,  to  father  and  wife  in  trust  to  sell  for  legacies. 
Codicils  dated  30  April  1705  and  26  June  1706. 
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(9)  Hon.  Henry  Thynne,  M.P.  Weymouth  1701,  Tamworth 

and  Milbourne  Port,  preferring  Tamworth  1701-2, 
Weymouth  and  Tamworth,  preferring  Weymouth  1702- 
5,  Weymouth  1705-8,  Weymouth  and  Weobley,  prefer- 
ring Weymouth  1708. 

Born  1675  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  of  Sir  Thomas  T.  (created 
Viscount  Weymouth  1682;  d.  1714),  by  Frances,  daughter 
of  Heneage  Finch,  Earl  of  Winchelsea.  He  married  Grace, 
daughter  and  heiress  of  Sir  George  Strode,  Serjeant-at-Law 
(with  a  fortune  of  £20,000),  and  died  20  December  1708, 
s.p.  and  v.p.  His  father  was  a  strong  Tory,  being  First 
Lord  of  Trade  1702-7.  Burnet  writes  :  "  Weymouth,  Dart- 
mouth  and  Harcourt  were  included  as  Tories  in  the  Ministry, 
who  had  during  the  last  reign  expressed  the  most  violent  and 
unrelenting  aversion  to  the  whole  administration  "x 

(10)  Thomas  Guy.    See  Pari.  1695-8. 


1  Burnet :  History  of  My  Own  Times  II.  314. 
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8  March  1702. 

Parliament  of  1702-5. 

Summoned  to  meet  20  August  1702  ;  held  three  sessions  ; 
dissolved  5  April  1705.  Twice  as  many  Tories  were  returned 
as  Whigs,  and  all  the  election  petitions  were  decided  in  favour 
of  the  Tories — "  with  barefaced  partiality,"  says  Burnet.1 
Three  strong  Tories  were  added  to  the  Ministry  : — Weymouth 
(Thynne),  Dartmouth  (Legge)  and  Harcourt — and  they 
prevailed  upon  the  Queen  "  to  create  four  new  peers  who  had 
been  the  violentest  of  the  whole  party  "  ;2  Sir  John  Leveson 
Gower,  M.P.  for  Newcastle,  was  one  of  these. 

Bagot,  Leveson  Gower,  Foley,  Dyott,  Cotton,  Girdler  and 
Thynne  were  strong  Tories  ;  Paget  was  less  extreme  ;  the 
Chetwynds,  father  and  son,  were  followers  of  Godolphin ; 
J.  C.  Offley,  Biddulph  and  Guy  were  Whigs.  In  this  Tory 
House  the  scheme  of  the  High  Church  Party  for  "  tacking" 
the  Occasional  Conformity  Bill  of  1704,  which  the  Whig 
Lords  had  rejected,  on  to  the  Land  Tax  Bill — a  Money  Bill 
with  which  the  Lords  could  not  deal — was  thrown  out.  Only 
Dyott  and  Girdler,  of  the  Staffordshire  members,  voted  for 
the  "  tack  "  :  Tories  such  as  Paget,  Bagot,  Foley.  Cotton,  and 
Walter  Chetwynd  voted  against  it,  as  did  also  the  Whigs, 
Offley,  Biddulph  and  Guy.  And  only  Bagot  and  Girdler 
were  found  sufficiently  Tory  to  vote  against  the  Lords'  Amend- 
ments to  the  Protestant  Succession  Bill. 


1  Burnet :  History  of  My  Own  Times  II.  344. 

2  Ibid. 
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County  :     *  Henry  Paget.  Esq   (Tory)  (i) 

♦Edward  Bagot,  Esq   (Tory)  (2) 

elected  unopposed  6  August  1702. 

Stafford:    "Thomas  Foley,  Esq.  ...  ...    (Tory)  (3) 

John  Chetwynd,  Esq.    (Tory)  (4) 

elected  unopposed  24  July  1702. 
by-election ;  14  December  1702,  New  Writ 
issued  vice  John  Chetwynd,  deceased, 
Walter  Chetwynd,  Esq.       (Godolphin  Tory)  (5) 
elected  unopposed  26  December  1702. 1 

Newcastle  :  *Sir  John  Leveson  Gower,  Bart.     . . .    (Tory)  (6) 

♦Rowland  Cotton,  Esq.    (Tory)  (7) 

elected  unopposed  22  July  1702. 
by-election  ;  9  November  1703,  New  Writ 
issued  vice  Gower,  created  Lord  Gower, 

John  Crew  Offley,  Esq  (Whig)  (8) 

elected  24  November  1703. 

Contest  :  Offley  (W.)       ...       ...  223 

Bellott  (T.)    83 

15  December  1703  Sir  Thomas  Bellott 
petitioned,  and,  in  a  Tory  House,  the 
election  was  voided  1  February  1704, 
and  the  Writ  suspended  till  the  next 
Session,  the  seat  being  left  vacant. 
by-election ;  24  October  1704,  New  Writ 
issued  to  fill  vacancy, 
John  Crew  Offley,  Esq.       ...  (Whig)  (8) 

elected  unopposed  8  November  1704. 2 


1  "  Chetwynd,  Esq.,  was,  on  the  26th  inst.,  unanimously  chosen 
M.P.  for  Stafford  in  the  room  of  his  father,  lately  deceased.  He 
was  met  at  the  gate  of  the  town  by  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  who 
conducted  him  to  the  Town  Hall  where  he  was  declared." — The  Post 
Man,  31. 12. 1702. 

1  On  27  December  1704  Mr.  Offley,  M.P.,  presented  a  loyal  Address 
from  the  Mayor  and  Freemen  cf  Newcastle-under-Lyme. 
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Lichfield  :   *Sir  Michael  Biddulph/  Bart.         ...    (Whig)  (9) 

♦Richard  Dyott,  Esq  (Tory)  (10) 

elected  unopposed  6  August  1702. 

Tamworth  :  *Heriry  Thynne,  Esq.    (Tory)  (n) 

*Thomas  Guy,  Esq  (Whig)  (12) 

elected  unopposed  22  July  1702. 
by-election ;  1  December  1702  ;  New  Writ 
issued  vice  Thynne,  who  preferred  to 
sit  for  Weymouth, 1 
Joseph  Girdler,  Serjeant-at-Law    ...  (Tory)  (13) 
elected  unopposed  14  December  1702. 

(1)  Hon.  Henry  Paget  (Earl  of  Uxbridge).    See  Pari. 

1695-8. 

(2)  (Sir)  Edward  Bagot  (Bart.).    See  Pari.  1698-1700. 

(3)  Thomas  Foley,  Esq.  (First  Baron  Foley).    See  Pari. 

1690-5. 

(4)  Captain  John  Chetwynd.    See  Pari  1689-90. 

(5)  Walter  Chetwynd  (First  Viscount  Chetwynd),  M.P. 

Stafford  (Godolphin  Tory)  1702-5,  1705-8,  1708-10, 
(Hanoverian  Tory)  1710-January  1711.  Jan.  1712-3, 
1713-5,  1715-22,  (Anti-Walpolean  Whig)  Feb.  1725-7.. 
1727-34. 2 

Born  1677/8  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  of  John  C,  M.P.3  for- 
merly of  Rudge  and  afterwards  of  Ingestre  (d.  1702),  by 
Lucy  (Roane).  He  matriculated  at  Christ  Church,  Oxford, 
in  1696,  and  married,  in  1703,  Mary,  daughter  and  coheiress 
of   John   Berkeley,  last   Viscount    Fitzhardinge.    He  was 


1  This  Writ  was  originally  issued  on  13  November,  but  superseded 
and  a  new  one  issued  1  December. 

2  Mr.  Beaven  writes  :  "  He  was  a  very  independent  member, 
and  is  included  in  a  contemporary  MS.  among  the  '  whymsical  Tories.' 
He  seems  to  have  followed  Godolphin  from  1702  to  17 10." 

*  Pari.  1689-90, 

O 
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Master  of  the  Buckhounds  1705-11  ;  Ranger  of  St.  James' 
Park,  1714-27  ;  created  Viscount  Chetwynd  in  the  peerage 
of  Ireland  1717  ;  and  died  s.p.  at  Ingestre  after  a  tedious 
illness  21  February  1736  1  being  succeeded  by  his  brother 
John,  Viscount  Chetwynd,  M.P.2  His  London  house  was 
in  Grosvenor  Street,  Belgravia. 

He  was  sufficiently  Whig  in  1710  to  vote  for  the  impeach- 
ment of  Sacheverell,  but  the  1710  election  may  have  cooled 
his  enthusiasm,  for  in  171 2  he  took  the  place,  at  Stafford,  of 
the  Tory,  Thomas  Foley,  without  a  contest.  Thereafter  he 
was  a  Hanoverian  Tory,  and  supported  Walpole  certainly  till 
1722,  possibly  till  1727  ;  then  he  went  over  to  the  anti- Walpole 
W7higs  or  "  Patriots,"  and  died  in  opposition.  He  was  made 
High  Steward  of  Stafford  in  1717.  The  Chetwynd  interest 
at  Stafford  arose  no  doubt  from  the  proximity  of  and  treating 
at  Ingestre.3 

(6)  Sir  John  Leveson  Gower,  Bart    See  Pari.  1690-5. 

(7)  Rowland  Cotton.    See  Pari.  1698-1700. 

(8)  John  Crew  Offley  (post  1708  John  Crewe)  of  Madeley 

and  of  Crewe,  Cheshire,  M.P.  Newcastle  Nov.  1703- 
Feb  1704  October  1704-5,  Cheshire  1705-8,  1708-10, 
1722-7. 

Born  168 1  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  of  John  Offley  of  Madeley 
Id.  1684),  by  Anne,  daughter  and  heiress  of  John  Crewe  of 
Crewe.    His  mother  died  in  1708,  when  her  elder  son  took 


1  Will  of  Walter,  Lord  Chetwynd,  dated  13  February  1735/6, 
proved  in  P.C.C.  by  his  brother  William,  16  March  1735/6. 

Booth's  farm  and  Haselour  farm  to  wife  for  life,  reversion  to  brother 
William.  Wife  ^1000  ;  to  nephew  John,  son  of  brother  John,  all 
books  at  Ingestre  ;  to  nephew  William,  son  of  brother  William,  all 
books  at  Grosvenor  Street  ;  Col.  Richard  Pyott,  "  my  best  diamond 
ring." 

^5000  is  charged  on  his  estate  to  make  bequests.  Residue  to 
brothers  John  and  William  equally. 

(51  Derby.) 

2  Pari.  I734-41-  3  G.E.C.  III.  188. 
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the  name  of  Crewe  in  lieu  of  Offley.1  He  was  a  Gentleman  of 
the  Privy  Chamber  1714-49  ;  married  Sarah,  daughter  of 
Morgan  Price  of  Brecon  ;  lived  in  London  in  Queen's  Square, 
in  the  parish  of  St.  George  the  Martyr ;  and  died  26  August 
1749. 2  His  grandson  became  the  first  Lord  Crewe.3  The 
OfHey-Crewes  of  Madeley  have  been  Whigs  for  three  hundred 
years,  from  the  time  of  James  I  to  the  day  of  the  present 
Marquess  of  Crewe.4 

(9)  Sir  Michael  Biddulph,  Bart.    See  Pari.  1679. 

(10)  Captain  Richard  Dyott.    See  Pari.  1690-5. 

(11)  Hon.  Henry  Thynne.    See  Pari.  1701-2. 

(12)  Thomas  Guy.    See  Pari.  1695-8. 

(13)  Joseph  Girdler  of  Haselour,  M.P.  Tamworth  1702-5, 

1705-8,  1708-10,  1710-3,  1713-15- 
Born  1642  of  a  Tamworth  family  ;   was  barrister  of  the 
Inner  Temple  1672;   serjeant-at-law  1692;   bencher  1692; 
Recorder  of  Tamworth.    He  married  Dorothy,  who  pre- 
deceased him,  and  died  16  November  1724, 5  having  bought 


1  For  her  younger  son,  Crewe  Offley,  M.P.,  see  Pari.  1705-8. 

2  For  his  eldest  son  John  Crewe,  M.P.,  see  Pari.  1747-54. 

3  See  Diet.  Nat.  Biog. 

*  Will  of  John  Crewe  of  Crewe,  dated  1  June  1741,  proved 
in  P.C.C.  11  November  1749  by  widow. 

He  is  living  in  Queen's  Square,  St.  George  the  Martyr,  and  has  a 
house  in  Red  Lion  Street.  These  houses  are  left  to  wife  for  life,  then 
in  tail  on  his  younger  sons  Charles,  Joseph  and  Randall  C,  and  to 
eldest  son  John.  Hon.  Thomas  Parker,  of  Serjeants'  Inn,  J.  of  the 
Common  Pleas,  Randle  Wilbraham  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  Christopher 
Appleby  of  Staple  Inn,  are  trustees  to  sell  property  and  divide  between 
testator's  daughters  Elizabeth  and  Sarah. 

Wife,  all  plate  and  jewels  at  Madeley,  Chester  and  London  ;  and 
she  provided  for  in  settlement  of  18  July  1735.  Elaborate  provisions 
for  cataloguing  and  entailing  the  books  at  Crewe  Hall.  Joseph  and 
Randall  are  at  Oxford.    Residue  to  wife  Sarah  and  she  sole  executrix. 

(338  Lisle.) 

5  Will  of  Joseph  Girdler  of  Haselor,  dated  27  April  1715, 
proved  in  P.C.C.  7  May  1725,  by  Revd.  Thomas  Girdler,  professor 
of  theology. 

To  be  buried  at  Haselor  by  wife  Dorothy.    Haselour  and  lands 

G  2 
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Haselour.  He  was  succeeded  by  his  son  of  the  same  name, 
also  Recorder  of  Tarn  worth,  also  Serjeant-at-law,  who  died 
in  1756. 1 


Parliament  of  1705-8. 

Summoned  to  meet  14  June  1705  ;  held  three  Sessions  ; 
dissolved  3  April  1708.  Backed  by  the  Whigs  and  the  Godolphin 
Ministry,  which  was  now  beginning  to  depend  upon  Whig 
support,  Smith  was  elected  Speaker  against  Bromley  (Tory). 
"  Most  of  the  controverted  elections  were  carried  in  favour  of  the 
Whigs. ' ' 2  From  May  1707  onwards  this  was  the  first  Parliament 
of  Great  Britain.  Chetwynd,  Offley,  Lawton  and  Guy  were 
Whigs  or  supporters  of  the  Government,  and  of  these  Offley  and 
Lawton  only  obtained  their  seats  on  petition  against  the  wishes 
of  their  constituents.  We  may  judge  this  since,  on  22  May 
1707,  Newcastle  sent  up  its  Address  of  Felicitation  on  Marl- 
borough's victories  by  Paget,  and  not  by  its  own  Whig  Members. 

County :     *Henry  Paget,  Esq   (Tory)  (1) 

*Sir  Edward  Bagot,  Bart   (Tory)  (2) 

elected  unopposed  10  May  1705. 

Stafford  :    *Thomas  Foley,  Esq   (Tory)  (3) 

*Walter  Chetwynd,  Esq   (Whig)  (4) 

elected  unopposed  9  May  1705. 


in  Harlaston,  Elford  and  Edingale,  and  in  counties  Leicester  and  Oxford 
left  in  tail  to  son  Joseph,  his  son  Joseph,  his  heirs  male,  then  to  Edward, 
testator's  second  son  and  Thomas,  his  youngest  son,  and  Mary  Parker, 
testator's  sister. 

£300  to  son  Joseph  and  his  wife  Elizabeth,  ^4000  to  son  Edward, 
and  his  study  of  books  and  MSS.  £4000  to  son  Thomas  ;  sister 
Mary  £50,  brother  Nicolas  Parker  £10  ;  £30  to  poor  of  Tamworth, 
St.  Dunstan's  West  and  St.  Bride's.  Residue  to  sons  Edward  and 
Thomas  equally,  and  they  joint  Exors.  (in  Romney.) 

1  Foster,  Alumni  Oxon,  confuses  father  and  son  together, 

8  Burnet,  History  of  My  Own  Times,  II.  428, 
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Newcastle  :  Sir  Thomas  Bellott,  Bart. 
♦Rowland  Cotton,  Esq. 
elected  n  May  1705. 
Contest :  Bellott  (T.) 
♦Cotton  (T.) 


(Tory) 
(Tory) 

182 
173 


Offley  (W.)    168 

Lawton  (W.)    138 

2  November  1705  Offley  and  Lawton 
petitioned,  alleging  bribery,  and  the 
election  was  reversed  27  February 
1706,  the  House  further  resolving  : 
"  that  Mr.  William  Burslem,  Receiver 
"  General  of  the  county  of  Stafford- 
"  shire,  is  guilty  of  bribery  to  procure 
"  Sir  Thomas  Bellott  and  Mr.  Cotton 
"to  be  returned,  and  that  .  .  .  Her 
"  Majesty  will  be  pleased  to  discharge 
"  him  from  her  employment."1 

Crewe  Offley,  Esq.  (Whig) 

John  Lawton,  Esq  (Whig) 

declared  elected  27  February  1706. 


(5) 

(6) 


(7) 
(8) 


Lichfield:   *  Richard  Dyott,  Esq   ...    (Tory)  (9) 

Sir  Henry  Gough,  Kt.        ...       ...    (Tory)  (jo) 

elected  unopposed  10  May  1705* 


Tarn  worth  :  *  Thomas  Guy,  Esq  

♦Joseph  Girdler,  Esq. 
elected  14  May  1705. 
Contest :  Guy  (W.) 

Girdler  (T.) 


(Whig)  (11) 
(Tory)  (12) 


Swynfen  (W.) 
Poll  not  recorded. 


1  Oldfield,  Rep.  Hist.,  gives  a  good  report  of  this  petition  and 
hearing,  vol.  iv,  pp.  510-13. 
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3  November  1705  Richard  Swynfen 
petitioned  against  Girdler.  No  Report ; 
petition  probably  withdrawn. 1 

(1)  Hon.  Henry  Paget  (Earl  of  Uxbridge).    See  Pari. 

1695-8. 

(2)  Sir  Edward  Bagot,  Bart.    See  Pari  1698-1700. 

(3)  Thomas  Foley  (First  Baron  Foley).    See  Pari.  1690-5. 

(4)  Walter  Chetwynd  (First  Viscount  Chetwynd).  See 

Pari.  1702-5. 

(5)  Sir  Thomas  Bellot,  Bart.,  of  Moreton,  Cheshire,  M.P. 

Newcastle  1705  till  unseated  27  Feb.  1706,  1708  till 
unseated  1  February  1709. 2 

Born  c.  1677  ;  son  and  heir  of  Sir  Thomas  B.  of  the  same, 
bart.,  M.P.3  (d.  1699),  by  Susanna  (Packe).  We  do  not 
know  whom  he  married,  since  the  G.E.C.  Complete  Baronetage 
has  hitherto  combined  him  with  his  lather,  but  he  died  January 
1709, 4  being  succeeded  by  Sir  John  B.  Will  proved  at 
Chester  1709. 5 

(6)  Rowland  Cotton.    See  Pari.  1698-1700. 

(7)  Crewe  Offley  of  Wichnor,  M.P  Newcastle  Feb.  1706-8, 

Feb.  1709-10,  1715-22,  Bewdley  1722-7,  1727-34. 

Born  c.  1683  ;  second  son  of  John  Offley  of  Madeley  (d. 
1684),  by  Anne,  daughter  and  heiress  of  John  Crewe  of  Crewe. 
She  died  in  1708,  when  her  eldest  son  John,  M.P.,6  took  the 
name  of  Crewe.  Crewe  Offley  married  Margaret,  daughter 
and  heiress  of  Sir  Thomas  Lawrence  of  Chelsea.  He  inherited 
and  lived  at  his  grandmother's  house  at  Wichnor,  and  built 


1  Richard  Swynfen,  the  unsuccessful  candidate,  obtained  the  seat 
in  1708. 

2.  He  contested  unsuccessfully  in  November  1703. 
8  Pari.  1679.  4  Postboy,  3.2.1709. 

6  Pink.  6  Pari.  1702. 
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the  present  house  there,  where  he  died  28  June  1739. 1  He  was 
a  Gentleman  of  the  Privy  Chamber  from  17 14  till  his  death, 
and  a  Whig  in  politics.  Horace  Walpole  used  to  visit  him  at 
Wichnor. 2 

(8)  John  Lawton,  Esg.    See  Pari.  1689-90. 

(9)  Captain  Richard  Dyott.    See  Pari.  1690-5. 

(10)  Sir  Henry  Gough,  Kt.    See  Pari.  1685-7. 
(n)  Thomas  Guy.    See  Pari.  1695-8. 

(12)  Joseph  Girdler.    See  Pari.  1702-5. 


Parliament  of  1708-10. 

Summoned  to  meet  8  July  1708  ;  held  two  sessions  ;  dis- 
solved 21  September  1710.  The  elections  took  place  after 
Marlborough's  victories,  and  "  the  Tories  had  so  little  strength 
in  this  Parliament  that  they  resolved  to  be  silent  in  the  election 
of  the  Speaker."  .  .  .  .  "  All  elections  were  judged  in  favour 
of  the  Whigs."  Five  Tories,  however,  sat  for  Staffordshire 
even  after  the  petitions  had  been  judged — Paget,  Wrottesley, 
Foley,  Cotes  and  Girdler ;  Chetwynd,  Offley,  Lawton,  Biddulph 


1  Will  of  Crewe  Offley  of  Wichnor,  dated  18  May  1739, 
proved  in  P.C.C.  19  July  1739  by  son  John. 

Land  in  Chelsea  to  younger  son  Laurence  and  ^6000.  Other 
settlement  on  son  and  heir  John,  with  remainder  to  testator's  nephews 
Robert,  Lord  Kilmorey  and  John  Needham.    Exor.  :  son  John. 

(160  Henchman.) 

2  In  Beatson's  Parliamentary  Register,  followed  by  Stooks  Smith's 
Parliaments  of  England,  he  is,  when  M.P.  for  Bewdley,  described  as 
William  Crewe  Offley  ;  but  I  know  no  other  authority  for  this  name. 
In  the  Offley  Pedigree  {Genealogist,  1903  and  1904),  he  is  Crewe  Offley, 
with  no  other  Christian  name,  and  so  also  in  the  Official  Return  of 
M.P.'s,  and  in  the  notice  of  his  death  in  the  Gentleman' s  Magazine. 

(Beaven.) 
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and  Swynfen  made  up  the  Whig  supporters.  Those  who  voted 
for  the  impeachment  of  Sacheverell  were  :  Chetwynd,  Offley, 
Lawton,  and  Swynfen  ;  Biddulph  abstained ;  the  rest  voted 
against  the  impeachment.  The  same  four  Whigs  voted 
in  favour  of  the  Bill  for  the  Maintaining  of  Foreign  Protes- 
tants, 1710. 

County  :     *  Henry  Paget,  Esq   (Tory)  (1) 

John  Wrottesley,  Esq  (Tory)  (2) 

elected  unopposed  6  May  1708. 

Stafford  :    Thomas  Foley,  Esq   (Tory)  (3) 

♦Walter  Chetwynd,  Esq  (Whig)  (4) 

elected  unopposed  4  May  1708. 
by-election  ;  15  November  1709,  New  Writ 
issued  vice  Chetwynd,  resigned  on 
appointment  as  Master  of  the  Buck- 
hounds  to  the  Queen.1 

Walter  Chetwynd,  Esq  (Whig) 

re-elected  unopposed,  25  November  1709. 

Newcastle  :  Sir  Thomas  Bellott,  Bart   (Tory)  (5) 

Rowland  Cotton,  Esq.    (Tory)  (6) 

Contest :  Bellott  (T.) 

Cotton  (T.) 

*0ffley  (W.) 
*Lawton  (W.) 
Poll  not  recorded,  but  the  total  number 

of  burgesses  who  polled  was  308.  2 
24  November  1708  Crew  Offley  and  John 
Lawton,  petitioned,  and  on  1  February 
1709  the  House  resolved  by  160  to 


1  Chetwynd  was  appointed  Master  of  the  Buckhounds  to  the  Queen 
in  1709,  the  Office  then  becoming  an  office  of  profit  under  the  Crown. 
But  he  had  held  it  from  1705  on  the  establishment  of  Prince  George 
of  Denmark,  who  died  in  1708.  (Beaven.) 

2  Mr.  Pape,  from  the  Borough  Records. 
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143  votes  that  Sir  Thomas  Bellott, 
Bart.,  since  deceased,  and  Rowland 
Cotton,  Esq.,  are  not  duly  elected, 
and  that  the  Petitioners  are  duly 
elected ;  and  that  William  Burslem, 
agent  for  Bellott  and  Cotton,  be  taken 
into  custody. 

Crew  Offley,  Esq  (Whig)  (7) 

John  Lawton,  Esq  (Whig)  (8) 

declared  elected  1  February  1709. 

Lichfield :      John  Cotes,  Esq   (Tory)  (9) 

Sir  Michael  Biddulph,  Bart.        ...    (Whig)  (10) 
elected  unopposed  13  May  1708. 

Tamworth  :  *  Joseph  Girdler,  Esq.         ...       ...    (Tory)  (11) 

Richard  Swynfen,  Esq,   (Whig)  (12) 

elected  5  May  1708. 
Contest :  Girdler  (T.) 

Swynfen  (W.) 

Guy  (W.) 
Poll  not  recorded. 

(1)  Hon.  Henry  Paget  (Earl  of  Uxbridge).    See  Pari. 

1695-8. 

(2)  (Sir)  John  Wrottesley  (Bart.)  of  Wrottesley,  M.P. 

Staffs  1708-10. 

Born  c.  1682  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  of  Sir  Walter  W.,  third 
baronet,  of  the  same  (d.  1712),  by  Eleanor,  daughter  of  Sir 
John  Archer,  Kt.,  of  Coopersale,  Essex  (she  died  1694).  He 
married  (1703)  Frances,  daughter  of  John  Grey,  M.P.,1  of 
Enville,  by  Catherine  his  second  wife,  daughter  of  Edward 
Ward,  Lord  Dudley.    He  died  2  November  1726, 2  leaving 


1  Pari.  1689-90. 

*  Will  of  Sir  John  Wrottesley,  of  Wrottesley,  Bart  ,  dated 
12  March  1725/6,  proved  in  P.C.C.  21  February  1726/7  by  widow.  His 
wife's  marriage  settlement  of  24  December  1703  confirmed.  Farmland 
bought  at  Perton  and  Orton  to  youngest  child,  charged  with  a  pension 
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four  sons,  and  was  buried  at  Tettenhall.  Mr.  Beaven  says  he 
'  was  probably  a  Tory.  According  to  Wotton  :  "Sir  John 
was  a  gentleman  of  strict  honour  and  justice,  and  was  highly 
valued  by  the  county  for  which  he  was  chosen  a  representative 
in  1708."1 

(3)  Thomas  Foley  (First  Baron  Foley).    See  Pari.  1690-5. 

(4)  Walter  Chetwynd  (First  Viscount  Chetwynd).  See 

Pari.  1702-5. 

(5)  Sir  Thomas  Bellott,  Bart.    See  Pari.  1705-8. 

(6)  Rowland  Cotton.    See  Pari.  1698-1700. 

(7)  Crewe  Offley.    See  Pari.  1705-8. 

(8)  John  Lawton.    See  Pari.  1689-90. 

(9)  John  Cotes  of  Woodcote,  Salop,  and  of  Cotes  in 

Eccleshall,  M.P.  Lichfield  1708-10,  1710-3,  1713-5. 

Born  1680 ;  eldest  son  and  heir  of  Charles  C.  of  the  same, 
by  Lettice,  daughter  of  Kildare,  Lord  Digby.  He  married, 
1700,  Dorothy  (d.  1721),  daughter  of  Robert  Shirley,  first 
Earl  Ferrers.  He  died  12  May  1756,  and  was  succeeded  by 
his  son  James. 

(10)  Sir  Michael  Biddulph,  Bart.    See  Pari  1679 

(11)  Joseph  Girdler.    See  Pari.  1702-5. 


of  ^15  a  year  to  testator's  uncle  Harry  W.  Residue  disposable  to  wife 
and  Anthony  Collins  of  Baddow,  Essex,  and  sister  Elizabeth  his  wife, 
on  trust  to  raise  portions  (£2000)  for  testator's  daughter,  and  money 
for  placing  out  his  sons  in  the  world  at  sixteen.  To  wife  personal 
effects  and  cattle  and  stock  for  life,  then  to  be  divided  between  younger 
children.  ^3000  to  each  of  the  younger  sons.  Testator's  brother 
Hugh  W.  had  left  testator  a  very  valuable  library  of  books. 

(54  Farrant.) 

1  S.C.  VI.  N.S.  ii.  344. 
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(12)  Richard  Swynfen  of  Swynfen,  M.P.  Tarn  worth  1708- 
10,  Jan.  1723-6. 

Born  1677  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  of  Francis  S.  (d.  1693), 
Draper,  of  Shrewsbury  (third  son,  but  eldest  that  had  issue, 
of  John  Swynfen  of  Swynfen,  M.P.,1  by  Jane  Brandreth).  He 
matriculated  at  Pembroke  Coll.,  Oxford,  10  Nov.  1694,  aged 
16;  student  of  the  Middle  Temple  1695.  He  was  Recorder 
of  Tarn  worth,  the  chief  support  of  the  Whigs  there.  He  was 
a  Gentleman  of  the  Privy  Chamber  from  1723  to  1726,  and 
died  22  July  1726. 


Parliament  of  17 10-3. 

Summoned  to  meet  25  November  17 10  ;  held  three  Sessions  ; 
dissolved  after  the  conclusion  of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht, 
8  August  17 13.  Godolphin  had  been  dismissed  and  a  Tory 
Government  formed  in  August  17 10,  after  the  Sacheverell 
fiasco.  When  the  dissolution  came  in  October  1710  the  result 
was  an  overwhelming  Tory  landslide.  "  Bromley  (Tory) 
was  chosen  Speaker  without  any  opposition  ;  there  were  few 
Whigs  returned  against  whom  Petitions  were  not  offered  ; 
these  were  in  all  about  an  hundred  ;  and  by  the  first  steps 
the  majority  made  it  clear  that  they  intended  to  clear  the 
House  of  all."2  Walter  Chetwynd  was  the  only  Whig  they 
had  to  clear  out  in  Staffordshire.  He  was  got  rid  of,  but  re- 
turned a  year  later  when  either  he  or  Stafford  had  been  chas- 
tened by  time.  He  was  the  only  member  from  this  county 
to  vote  against  the  French  Commerce  Bill  in  1713 — Ward, 
Bagot,  Burslem,  Girdler,  Bracebridge  being  found  in  the 
Government  lobby;  but  Dyott,  Cotes,  Cotton  and  Vernon 
(Tories)  abstained  from  the  division. 

There  were  contests  at  Stafford,  Lichfield  and  Tamworth, 
and  the  first  seems  to  have  taken  place  at  Stafford  amid  almost 


1  Pari.  1640-60. 

2  Burnet  :  History  of  My  Own  Times,  II.  558. 
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modern  excitement.  The  following  entry  in  the  Town  Records 
illustrates  this  election :  "  1710,  John  Dancer,  Mayor,  a 
very  great  presbiterian,  and  many  heats  and  disturbances 
arose  about  High  Church  and  Low  Church."  And  the  Papers 
write  of  the  election  :  "  The  Election  for  the  Borough  of 
Stafford  was  upon  Friday  last,  when  Mr.  Vernon  polled  163, 
Mr.  Foley  134  and  Mr.  Chetwynd  114  ;  but  the  Mayor,  who 
is  a  dissenter,  declared  the  last  two  duly  elected."1  And  again, 
"  Upon  hearing  the  news  that  Henry  Vernon  junior,  a  loyal 
churchman,  was  declared  duly  elected  (he  being  a  petitioner 
against  W.  Chetwynd,  Esq.)  great  rejoicings  were  made 
there  (Stafford),  and  at  all  neighbouring  towns  by  Illumina- 
tions and  bonfires  and  ringing  of  bells  for  a  week.  ...  A 
Whiggish  Churchwarden  would  not  deliver  up  the  keys  of 
St.  Mary's  to  have  the  bells  rung."2  The  contest  at  Tamworth 
was  between  three  Tories,  for  reasons  that  are  lost. 

County:     *Henry  Paget,  Esq   ...    (Tory)  (1) 

William  Ward,  Junior,  Esq.         ...    (Tory)  (2) 
elected  unopposed  19  October  1710. 
by-election ;  New  Writ  issued  8  December 
171 1  vice  Paget,  resigned  on  taking 
office  as  Captain  of  the  Yeomen  of  the 
Guard. 

Henry  Paget,  Esq   (Tory) 

re-elected  unopposed  13  Pecember  171 1. 
by-election;  14  January  1712.  New  Writ 
issued  vice  Paget,  raised  to  the  Lords  as 
Baron  Burton  of  Burton.3 
Charles  Bagot,  junior,  Esq.  ...    (Tory)  (3) 

elected  unopposed  7  February  1712. 


1  The  Post  Boy ,  10.10.1710. 

2  The  Post  Boy,  10.2.1711. 

3  Both  Paget  and  Foley  were  raised  to  the  Peerage  in  order  to 
strengthen  the  Tory  Party  in  the  Upper  House. 
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Stafford:    *Thomas  Foley,  Esq. ...    (Tory)  (4) 

*Walter1  Chetwynd,  Esq  (Whig)  (5) 

elected  6  October  17 10. 

Contest :  Foley  (T.)    134 

Chetwynd  (W.)   114 

Vernon  '(T.)    163 

2  December  1710,  Petition  of  Henry 
Vernon,  junior,  against  the  return  of 
Chetwynd ;  also  petition  of  several 
freemen  and  sons  of  burgesses  of  the 
Borough.  25  January  1711 ;  Resolved : 
That  the  sons  of  burgesses  and  those 
that  have  served  as  apprentices  7  years 
in  this  Borough  have  a  right  upon 
demand  thereof  to  be  made  burgesses  of 
the  Borgugh.  That  Walter  Chetwynd, 
Esq.,  is  not  duly  elected  ;  that  Henry 
Vernon,  junior,  Esq.,  is  duly  elected. 

Henry  Vernon,  junior,  Esq   (Tory)  (6) 

declared  elected  25  January  171 1. 
by-election  ,'14  January  1712,  New  Writ 
issued  vice  Foley,  raised  to  the  Lords. 2 

Walter  Chetwynd,  Esq   (Whig)  (5) 

elected  unopposed  24  January  1712. 

Newcastle  :  Rowland  Cotton,  Esq.    (Tory)  (7) 

William  Burslem,  Esq  (Tory)  (8) 

elected  unopposed  7  October  1710. 

Lichfield :     Richard  Dyott,  Esq   (Tory)  (9) 

*John  Cotes,  Esq  (Tory)  (10) 

elected  26  October  1710. 

Contest  :3  Dyott  (T.)    287 

*Cotes  (T.)    249 

Walmesley  (W.)         ...  198 
*Biddulph  (W.)   51 

1  The  Official  Return  of  M.P.'s  erroneously  gives  his  name  as  Thomas. 

2  Both  Paget  and  Foley  were  raised  to  the  Peerage  in  order  to 
strengthen  the  Tory  Party  in  the  Upper  House. 

9  For  this  poll  I  am  indebted  to  the  Rev,  A.  B.  Beaven, 
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Tamworth  :  *Joseph  Girdler,  Esq. 

Samuel  Bracebridge,  Esq.  ... 
elected  9  October  1710. 
Contest:1  *Girdler  (T.) 

Bracebridge  (T.) 


(Tory)  (11) 
(Tory)  (12) 
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Sir  Henry  Gough  (T.) 
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(1)  Hon.  Henry  Paget  (Earl  of  Uxbridge).    See  Pari. 


(2)  William  Ward,  Junior,  M.P.  Staffs  1710-3,  1715-Oct. 


Born  c.  1670  ;  son  and  heir  of  William  W.  of  Sedgley 
Park  (second  son  of  Frances,  Baroness  Dudley,  and  Humble 
Ward,  first  Lord  Ward),  by  Anne,  daughter  and  heiress  of 
Thomas  Parkes  of  Willingsworth.  He  married  Mary,  daughter 
of  the  Hon.  John  Grey  of  Enville,  M.P.,2  and  died  25  October 
1720.  His  son  and  heir,  John  W.,  was  M.P.  for  Newcastle,3 
and  succeeded  as  sixth  Baron  Ward  on  21  May  1740. 

(3)  Charles  Bagot,  M.P.  Staffs  Feb.  1712-3. 

Born  5  November  168 1 ;  second  son  of  Sir  Walter  B.  of 
Blithfield,  fourth  baronet,  and  brother  of  Sir  Edward  Bagot, 
Bart.,  M.P.4  He  was  a  brother-in-law  of  Henry  Paget,  whom 
he  succeeded  in  the  representation  of  the  county.  He  was, 
in  accordance  with  family  tradition,  a  Tory,  but  he  took  no 
further  part  in  politics,  and  died  unmarried  28  April  1738, 
being  buried  at  Blithfield. 

(4)  Thomas  Foley  (first  Baron  Foley).    See  Pari.  1690-5. 

(5)  Walter  Chetwynd  (first  Viscount  Chetwynd).  See 

Pari.  1702-5. 


1  For  this  poll  I  am  indebted  to  the  Rev.  A,  B.  Beaven. 

3  Pari.  1689-90.  „     3  Pari.  1727-34. 

4  Pari.  1 698-1 700 


1695-8. 


1720. 
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(6)  Henry  Vernon  of  Hilton,  M.P.  (Tory)  Stafford  Jan. 

1711-3,  1713-5. 
Born  1663  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  of  Henry  V.  of  the  same, 
by  Mary  (d.  1699),  daughter  of  William  Ladkins  of  the  Shaw 
(living  in  1699  and  ?  1713).  He  married,  in  1717,  Penelope, 
second  daughter  and  coheiress  of  Robert  Phillips  of  Newton 
Regis,  Warw.  She  died  25  January  1726/7.  From  1715  to 
1729  he  was  a  Gentleman  of  the  Privy  Chamber*  He  died 
24  July  1732, 1  leaving  five  sons  and  one  daughter.  His 
descendants  are  still  seated  at  Hilton. 

(7)  Rowland  Cotton.    See  Pari.  1698-1700. 

(8)  William  Burslem  of   Newcastle-under-Lyme,  M.P. 

Newcastle  1710-3,  1713-5. 
Born  1662  ;  only  surviving  son  of  James  B.  of  the  same 
(d.  1675),  by  Rebecca,  his  wife.  He  inherited  land  in  Wol- 
stanton  as  well  as  in  Newcastle  ;  was  an  Alderman  of  the 
town  in  1700,  and  in  1702  and  1703  a  Justice  of  the  Peace 
there.  He  married  Dorothy,  daughter  of  Daniel  Watson, 
M.P.,2  of  Nether  Hall,  Burton-on-Trent  (barrister  of  Gray's 
Inn  and  Recorder  of  Newcastle,  1660-83),  by  Rebecca,  daughter 
of  Edward  Villiers  of  Hanbury.  I  can  only  say  that  these 
were  Whig  or  Roundhead  connections,  but  Burslem  was  the 


1  Will  of  Henry  Vernon  of  Hilton,  dated  30  March  1727, 
proved  in  P.C.C.  12  October  1732.  He  describes  himself  as  being 
"  far  advanced  in  years  "  ;  desires  to  be  buried  near  his  wife  in  Sharshall 
Church. 

The  barony  of  Shipbrook,  and  lands  in  Cheshire,  Staffs.,  and 
Leicester  to  eldest  son  and  heir  Henry  V.  ;  ^500  each  to  children, 
Thomas  Philip  V.,  John  V.,  Edward  V.,  Richard  V.  ;  Penelope  V. 
-£300.  Residue  to  eldest  son,  and  he  sole  Exor.  Guardians  of  the 
children,  Sir  Walter  Bagot,  Edward  Byrch  of  Leacroft,  brothers 
Edward  and  Thomas  Vernon  of  London,  merchants. 

He  leaves  money  also  for  anniversary  sermons  and  catechism 
teaching  on  January  25,  the  anniversary  of  his  wife's  death. 

(276  Bedford.) 

2  Pari.  1659. 
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mainstay  of  Toryism  in  Newcastle,  and  it  is  evident  that  his 
wife  was  dead  by  1703.  He  was  Mayor  of  Newcastle  1690-1, 
1696-7,  and  secured  the  post  of  Receiver  General  of  the 
County. 

In  1705  he  managed  the  return  of  Bellot  and  Cotton 
against  the  Whigs — Offley  and  Lawton ;  and  the  (Whig) 
House  resolved  that  "  Mr.  William  Burslem  is  guilty  of  bri- 
bery ....  and  pray  that  ....  Her  Majesty  will  be  pleased 
to  discharge  him  from  her  employment."  But  Newcastle 
supported  him,  and  in  1708  again  returned  Bellot  and  Cotton. 
Offley  and  Lawton  again  turned  them  out  on  petition,  and 
this  time  Burslem  was  imprisoned  for  bribery.  But  the 
prosecution  of  Sacheverell  altered  all  this,  and  in  October 
1710  Newcastle  returned  Cotton  and  Burslem  unopposed. 
In  December  1712  the  Newcastle  Borough  Records  tell  us  : 

"  Whereas  William  Burslem  Esquire  was  (about  four  yeares 
agoe  maliciously  upon  ye  unjust  and  false  information 
of  a  very  notorious  and  scandalous  villaine  who  was 
incouraged  by  ye  factious  and  republican  party  to 
make  a  false  and  groundless  accusacon  which  is  now 
detected  by  the  Accusant's  publick  confession)  then 
most  wrongfully  discharged  from  serving  any  longer 
as  a  Capitall  Burgesse  of  the  Borough  very  much 
repugnant  to  the  inclinacons  of  the  farr  Major  part  of 
the  inhabitants  thereof  as  being  conscious  itt  was  to 
theire  apparent  disadvantage  by  being  deprived 
of  soe  extreamly  good  and  usefull  a  member.  Itt  is 
therefore  order'd  that  the  said  Mr.  Burslem  be  impor- 
tun'd  to  accept  of  a  restoracon  to  his  ancient  and 
deserved  place  of  eldest  Alderman  in  the  roome  and 
to  succeed  John  Lawton  Esq.  lately  discharged.  Who 
after  many  motives  acquiesced  and  was  at  this  Assem- 
bly Nemine  contradicente  restored  accordingly  to  the 
very  great  joy  and  Satisfaccon  of  the  honest  and  loyall 
part  of  the  Corporacon.  And  upon  such  his  readd- 
mission  tooke  the  oath  of  a  Capitale  Burgesse  and  the 
other  qualify eing  oaths  enjoyned  by  the  Law," 


QUEEN  ANNE. 


209 


In  1713  Newcastle  again  returned  Cotton  and  Burslem, 
but  Offley  fought  the  seat  and  conceived  that  his  case  was 
good  enough  to  petition  on,  though  in  that  Tory  House  it 
met  the  fate  of  all  the  Whig  petitions.  Burslem  did  not 
stand  in  the  1715  election,  though  he  secured  the  return  of 
Vernon  and  Cotton,  the  Tory  candidates — at  least  at  the 
polls.  He  died  17  April  1716,  making  Daniel  Watson  and 
Isaac  Hawkins,  both  of  Burton-on-Trent,  his  executors.  He 
left  issue.1 

(9)  Captain  Richard  Dyott.    See  Pari.  1690-5. 

(10)  John  Cotes.    See  Pari.  1708-10. 

(11)  Joseph  Girdler.    See  Pari.  1702-5. 

(12)  Samuel  Bracebridge  of  Lindley,  Warwickshire, 

M.P.  Tamworth  1710-3,  1713-5,  1715-22,  1722-Jan. 
1723- 

Born  1672  ;  younger  son  of  Abraham  B.  of  Atherstone 
Hall,  Warwickshire,  by  Maria,  daughter  and  coheiress  of 
Thomas  Charnell  of  Snarkston,  Leicestershire.  He  matri- 
culated at  Brasenose,  Oxford,  23  May  1691,  aged  eighteen  ; 
was  called  to  the  Bar  at  the  Inner  Temple ;  married, 
apparently,  Mary,  daughter  of  Thomas  Savage,  by  whom 
he  had  two  sons  and  two  daughters  ;  and  died  16  November 
1735,  aged  sixty-two.  He  was  buried  at  Drayton,  Leicester- 
shire. Burke2  puts  the  M.P.ships  down  to  his  son  Samuel 
(d.  1786),  but  that  is  clearly  an  error.3 


Parliament  of  1713-5. 

Summoned  to  meet  12  November  1713  ;  held  two  sessions  ; 
dissolved  5  January  1715,  six  months  after  the  Queen's  death 
and  the  Hanoverian  succession.  This  Parliament  was  elected 
after  the  conclusion  of  the  Peace  of  Utrecht,  but  it  was  still 
High  Church  and  Tory.    Only  one  Whig,  Chetwynd,  was 


1  P.W.L.  Adams  :  Adams  Family,  78. 

2  Landed  Gentry.  3  Pink. 
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elected  for  Staffordshire — if  indeed  he  was  a  Whig — and  he 
duly  voted  against  the  iniquitous  expulsion  of  Richard  Steele. 
Whig  candidates  stood  also  at  Newcastle  and  Tamworth. 
They  were  not  returned  and  the  figures  of  the  polls  have  not 
survived.  Tamworth  and  Lichfield  celebrated  with  illumina- 
tions the  Peace  of  Utrecht ;  they  were  probably  more  Church 
and  Tory  than  either  Newcastle  or  Stafford.  . 


County  : 

Ralph  Sneyd,  Esq.  

(Tory) 

w 

Henry  Vernon  of  Sudbury,  Esq.  ... 

(Tory) 

(2) 

elected  unopposed  17  September  1713. 

Stafford  : 

*  Henry  Vernon,  junior,  Esq. 

(Tory) 

(3) 
w/ 

♦Walter  Chetwynd,  Esq  

(Whig) 

(4) 

elected  unopposed  28  August  1713. 

Newcastle 

♦Rowland  Cotton,  Esq  

(Tory) 

(5) 

♦William  Burslem,  Esq.   

(Tory) 

(6) 

elected  29  August  1713. 

Contest ;  Cotton  (T.) 

Burslem  (T.) 

Offley  (W.) 

Poll  not  recorded. 

5  March  1714,  Crew  Offley  petitioned. 

• 

No  Report ;  petition  apparently  with- 

drawn. 

.uicnneiQ  . 

♦Richard  Dyott,  Esq.   

(Tory) 

17) 

♦John  Cotes,  Esq.  ... 

(Tory) 

(8) 

elected  unopposed  27  August  1713. 

Tamworth 

♦Joseph  Girdler,  Esq.   

(Tory) 

(9) 

♦Samuel  Bracebridge,  Esq....  ... 

(Tory) 

(10) 

elected  28  August  1713. 

Contest :  Girdler  (T.) 

Bracebridge  (T.) 

Swynfen  (W.) 

John  Jervis  (W.)1 

Thomas  Guy  (W.) 

Poll  not  recorded. 

1  John  Jervis  contested  Tamworth  again  in  1722,  see  note,  p.  225. 
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(1)  Ralph  Sneyd,  Esq.,  of  Keele,  M.P.  Staffs  1713-5. 

Born  16921 ;  son  and  heir  of  Ralph  S.  of  Bradwell,  by 
Frances,  'daughter  of  Sir  William  Noel,  Bart.,  of  Kirkby 
Mallory,  Leicestershire.  He  was  heir  to  his  grandfather, 
Ralph  S.  of  Keele  in  1703.  He  married  Anne,  daughter  of  Allen 
Holford  of  Davenham,  Cestr.,  and  has  issue  Ralph,  his  heir. 
He  was  Sheriff  in  1721,  and  died  November  4th  1733, 

(2)  Henry  Vernon  of  Sudbury,  M.P.  Staffs  1713-5,  New- 

castle 1715-June  1715. 

Born  1686  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  of  George  V.  of  the  same 
(d.  1702)  by  his  third  wife,  Catherine  (d.  1710),  daughter  of 
Sir  Thomas  Vernon  of  London,  merchant.  He  married  (1)  Anne, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Pigott  of  Chetwynd,  by  Mary,  sister  of  Sir 
Peter  Venables,  the  last  Baron  of  Kinderton ;  and  by  her  he  had 
a  son,  George  Venables  Vernon,  created  Baron  Vernon.2  In 
1712  he  was  Chairman  of  the  Staffordshire  Quarter  Sessions. 
He  died  25  February  1719,  and  was  first  cousin  to  his  colleague 
at  Stafford. 

(3)  Henry  Vernon,  Junior.    See  Pari.  1710-3. 

(4)  Walter  Chetwynd  (first  Viscount  Chetwynd).  See 

Pari.  1702-5. 

(5)  Rowland  Cotton.    See  Pari.  1698-1700. 

(6)  William  Burslem.    See  Pari.  1710-3. 

(7)  Captain  Richard  Dyott.    See  Pari.  1690-5. 

(8)  John  Cotes.    See  Pari.  1708-10. 

(9)  Joseph  Girdler.    See  Pari.  1702-5. 

(10)  Samuel  Bracebridge.    See  Pari.  1710-3. 


1  See  Landed  Gentry. 

2  Pari.  1727-34. 
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Notes  on  the  Electorate  between  1722 
and  1852 

(taken  from  Dod's  Electoral  Facts,  1852). 

Stafford. 

The  electorate  was  the  Corporation  and  Resident  Free- 
men, as  decided  by  the  House  at  the  hearing  of  the  petition 
of  1722.  In  183 1  the  electorate  numbered  1176,  mostly 
under  the  influence  of  the  Chetwynd  family. 

Newcastle. 

The  electorate  consisted  of  Resident  Freemen  only,  as  in 
the  determination  of  the  House  in  1792.  In  1831  there  were 
973  electors.  In  1852  the  £10  householders  who  could  then 
vote  included  373  Freemen.  The  influence  of  the  Duke  of 
Sutherland  had  vanished  by  1852. 

Lichfield. 

The  electorate  consisted  of  the  Bailiffs,  Magistrates,  40s. 
freeholders,  Burgage  Tenants,  and  such  freemen  as  are  en- 
rolled, paying  Scot  and  Lot,  as  in  the  determination,  of  1718. 
In  183 1  the  Freemen  numbered  420,  and  the  total  electorate 
861.  In  1847  the  £10  householder  voters  numbered  only 
557,  and  in  1852  836.  Lichfield  had  been  under  the  influence 
of  the  Ansons  and  secondly  of  the  Leveson  Gowers. 

Tamworth. 

The  electorate  consisted  of  the  inhabitants  paying  Scot  and 
Lot,  as  in  the  determination  of  1722.  In  1831  the  electorate 
numbered  586.  The  "  influence  "  was  that  of  the  Townshend 
family  on  the  Staffordshire  side  of  the  river,  and  of  Peel  on 
the  Warwickshire  side.  But  the  Peel  family  often  returned 
both  Members. 
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V. — The  Oligarchy,  1715-1832. 

This  period  covered  twenty-three  Parliaments,  with  an  average 
duration  of  five  years  and  one  month  each.  Except  in  the  county 
seats,  members  had  not  yet  thoroughly  acquired  the  modern  habit 
of  continuing  to  sit  Parliament  after  Parliament  for  the  same  seat, 
but  representation  was  already  far  more  continuous  than  in  the 
previous  period.  In  all  this  117-year  period,  for  the  two  county 
seats,  there  sat  only  sixteen  different  personages.  The  Hon. 
William  Leveson  Gower  sat  continuously  1720-57  ;  Sir  Walter 
Bagot,  Bart.  (Tory),  1727-54,  and  his  son,  the  first  Lord,  1754-80  ; 
Sir  John  Wrottesley  (Gower),  1768-87),  and  his  son,  the  first  Lord 
(Whig),  1823-37  >  Sir  Edward  Littleton,  Bart.  (Tory),  1784-1812, 
and  his  heir,  the  first  Lord  Hatherton  (Canning  and  Reformer) 
1812-35.  Every  one  of  the  county  M.P.s  either  already  had 
or  received  a  title.  In  all  this  period  there  was  only  one  contest 
for  the  county  representation  that  went  to  the  polls,  i.e.  in 

1747- 

The  fact  is  that  the  county  representation  was  firmly  in  the  hands 
of  the  Tories,  until  the  Leveson  Gowers  went  over  to  the  Whigs 
in  1742  ;  and  that  by  the  fight  in  1747  the  Leveson  Gowers  secured 
one  of  the  two  seats  for  their  nominee  and  for  their  brand  of 
Whiggism.  The  rule,  one  seat  for  the  Tories,  one  for  the  house  of 
Trentham,  continued  down  to  1820,  when  a  veritable  revolutionary 
upheaval  overthrew  the  Trentham  interest  without  that  family 
caring  to  go  to  the  poll.  The  liberalising  of  the  views  of  Sir  John 
Wrottesley  and  of  Edward  John  Littleton  in  the  period  1812-30 
transferred  both  county  seats  to  the  Reformers  in  the  hot  days  of 
the  Reform  Bill ;  the  development  of  Liberalism  among  the  manu- 
facturers of  North  and  South  Staffordshire  was  only  a  contributing 
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cause,  and  would  not  have  been  enough  alone  to  change  the  party 
complexion  of  the  county. 

For  it  must  be  clearly  understood  that  the  voters  voted  with 
the  landlord.  The  tenant  farmers  formed  the  bulk  of  the  electorate  ; 
the  main  consideration  of  possible  candidates  was  the  letters  of 
recommendation  that  they  could  obtain  from  the  various  members 
of  the  House  of  Lords  that  owned  the  soil  of  Staffordshire.  There 
were  no  party  leaders  to  be  loyal  to,  no  newspapers  to  preach 
independence  and  advise  men  to  stick  to  their  principles  in  spite  of 
personal  inconvenience,  no  party  organisation.  In  the  absence 
of  elections  at  the  poll,  the  people  in  general  really  did  not  know 
at  all  to  what  party  they  did  belong  ;  promises  were  made  solely 
on  personal  grounds,  whether  by  electors  or  by  the  landlords. 
Every  attorney  became  an  election  agent  for  his  district  and  his 
landlord's  interest. 

From  1720  to  1820  the  Leveson  Gowers,  despite  two  changes 
of  party — from  Tory  to  Whig  and  back  again  to  Tory — continued 
to  name  "  by  private  nomination  "  one  of  the  county  members. 
Their  wealth  was  colossal,  and  overshadowed  all  the  other  landlords 
of  Staffordshire.  They  controlled  also  both  of  the  seats  at  New- 
castle and  one  of  those  at  Lichfield.  The  history  of  the  politics 
of  Staffordshire  during  this  period  resolves  itself  largely  into  tracing 
the  politics  of  the  Trentham  House. 

From  the  time  of  the  Revolution  the  Leveson  Gowers  had  been 
hot  Tories.  Sir  John  led  the  attack  on  Portland  ;  he  was  made 
a  Peer  in  1703  to  strengthen  the  Tories  in  the  Lords.  His  son, 
the  second  Baron  and  first  Earl,  succeeded  in  1709,  and,  after 
opposing  Walpole,  joined  Pelham's  Whig  Government  in  1742. 
He  married  a  daughter  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  and  formed  with 
the  Duke  and  with  Thynne,  Lord  Weymouth,  the  "  Bloomsbury 
gang,"  which  held  office  with  some  persistency  from  1742  till  1771, 
when  the  Duke  died.  Leveson  Gower  was  made  an  Earl  in  1746, 
and  died  in  1754,  but  his  son,  the  second  Earl  and  first  Marquis, 
carried  on  the  family  party.  He  joined  the  elder  Pitt,  and  then 
Bute  ;  was  out  of  office  for  a  year,  1765-6,  while  Rockingham 
was  in  power,  and  then  served  with  Grafton  and  North.  From 
1779  to  1783  the  Gower  Whigs  were  in  opposition,  for  they  left 
North  over  the  American  war,  and  formed  no  part  of  the  short 
Administrations  of  Rockingham,  Shelburne,  and  the  Coalition. 
But  with  the  younger  Pitt  they  returned  to  power  in  1783.  The 
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first  Marquis  died  in  1803,  and  his  son,  the  first  Duke  of  Sutherland, 
had  left  office  with  Pitt  in  1801.  Thereafter  the  Leveson  Gowers 
liberalised  their  views  ;  they  were  supporters  of  Catholic  Emancipa- 
tion, then  Canningites.  When  it  came  to  the  Reform  Bill,  they 
supported  Reform.  The  wife  of  the  second  Duke— a  daughter 
of  the  Howards  of  Carlisle — was  the  great  Whig  Lady  of  the  Bed- 
chamber of  the  Bedchamber  Plot  of  1839. 

By  this  time,  however,  the  Leveson  Gower  influence  had  ceased 
to  be  so  formidable  as  to  direct  Staffordshire.  Their  great  period 
was  from  1742  to  1801.  I  can  only  describe  their  party  during  this 
period  as  Gower  Whig,  though  from  1762  onwards  they  might 
just  as  well  be  described  as  Gower  Tory.  It  is  perhaps  sufficient 
to  describe  them  and  their  Staffordshire  party  as  "  Government  " 
all  the  time  except  for  the  two  intervals,  1765-6,  1779-83,  when 
they  can  as  emphatically  be  labelled  "  opposition."  During  the 
first  thirty  years  of  their  rule,  1742-71,  they  carried  with  them  not 
only  the  Thynne-Russell  family  group,  with  a  seat  at  Tamworth, 
but  also  the  Chetwynds,  with  a  seat  or  two  at  Stafford,  and  for  a 
time  the  Ansons  also,  with  their  seat  at  Lichfield. 

There  have  been  few  examples  of  such  a  steady  rise  to  power  of 
a  family  marked  by  no  particular  individual  merit  or  the  reverse. 
In  a  century  and  a  half  the  Leveson  Gowers  had  eclipsed  all  the 
old  families  of  the  past  in  Staffordshire  ;  each  generation  added 
to  its  dignities  and  wealth — succeeded  by  accident  to  Trentham 
and  Lilleshull,  166-  and  to  a  baronetcy  and  Stittenham,  1689,  Baron 
1703,  Earl  1746,  Marquis  1786,  Duke  1833.  As  their  ownership  of 
rotten  boroughs  was  not  extensive,  I  think  one  can  say  that  their 
rise  was  not  due  so  much  to  direct  political  influence  as  to  their 
wealth  and  connections.  By  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century 
there  were  few  of  the  ruling  families  of  England  which  were  not 
descended  from  or  allied  to  the  House  of  Leveson  Gower  of  Trent- 
ham  and  Lilleshull. 

At  the  same  time  as  the  Leveson  Gowers  were  rallying  to  the 
House  of  Hanover,  Admiral  George  Anson  was  returning  from  his 
voyage  round  the  world.  He  arrived  in  1744,  and  shortly  after- 
wards took  office  in  the  Broadbottom  Administration.  Part  of 
his  vast  prize  money  he  laid  out  in  politics  ;  his  elder  brother  at 
Shugborough,  in  conjunction  with  the  Leveson  Gowers,  bought  up 
sufficient  freeholds  and  burgages  in  Lichfield  to  secure  the  two  seats 
there  in  1747.    Thomas  Anson  retired  in  1770,  but  long  before 
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that  he  had  broken  off  from  the  "  Bloomsbury  gang,"  following 
Chatham  and  the  Rockingham  Whigs  in  the  early  days  of  King 
George  III.  His  nephew  and  successor,  who  took  the  name  of 
Anson,  and  sat  from  1770-90,  was  in  constant  opposition  save  for 
the  period  1782-3,  and  followed  Fox.  The  next  Thomas  Anson 
sat  as  a  Whig  till  Fox  made  him  a  Peer  in  1806  ;  and  he  was  the 
real  father  of  Liberalism  in  Staffordshire.  For  thirty  years  he 
upheld  the  doctrines  and  principles  of  Charles  James  Fox  alone 
among  Staffordshire  magnates.  From  Lord  Melbourne  he  got  an 
Earldom,  and  his  services  to  the  cause  well  deserved  the  honour. 
Three  generations  of  the  Anson  family  sat  for  Lichfield  for  100 
years,  without  any  change  of  principle. 

The  control  over  Lichfield  exercised  by  Anson  and  Leveson 
Gower  was  obtained  by  a  clever  manipulation  of  the  peculiar 
franchises  in  that  borough.  Contests  for  the  borough  of  Lichfield 
had  taken  place  in  17 10,  when  the  Whigs  were  defeated  and  did  not 
petition  ;  in  1715,  when  two  Tories  were  defeated  and  did  not 
petition  ;  and  in  17 18,  when,  at  a  by-election,  Chetwynd  (Whig) 
petitioned  and  was  awarded  the  seat.  This  was  "  the  last 
determination "  for  all  subsequent  petitions ;  and  before  the 
Committee ,  Chetwynd  won  his  contention  that  freemen  of  the 
city  paying  scot  and  lot,  not  wherever  they  lived,  but  only  if  they 
lived  in  the  city,  were  entitled  to  vote.  This  left  the  franchise 
free  of  alien  freemen,  but  the  right  of  election  was  still  spread 
among  405.  freeholders,  all  that  held  by  burgage  tenure,  and  such' 
freemen  as  paid  scot  and  lot  in  the  city.  It  is  possible  that 
Chetwynd  first  set  himself  to  create  fresh  freeholders  and  to  buy 
the  burgages.  For  he  won  the  contest  in  1722,  while  the  Tory 
petitioned  and  failed  ;  and  he  won  again  in  1727,  when  the  Tories 
did  not  petition.  But  whatever  he  did  was  soon  outstripped  by 
the  prevailing  Tory  gentry  of  the  neighbourhood,  who  captured 
the  seats  when  Chetwynd  was  made  Governor  of  the  Barbadoes. 

By  1747,  however,  Anson  and  Leveson  Gower  had  systematically 
bought  up  freeholds  and  burgages  ;  and  these  burgages  they  were 
able  to  allot  out  at  election  time  to  any  of  the  neighbouring  Whig 
gentry.  (The  burgages,  probably  old  special  plots  of  land  dating 
from  Domesday,  conferred  upon  the  proprietor  an  absolute  right  to 
a  vote.  As  they  did  not  materially  increase  in  number,  it  is 
probable  that  they  could  not  be  split.)  The  freeholds  could  be 
boughi  and  split,  and  faggot  votes  were  created  by  the  simple 


INTRODUCTION. 


xxvii 


process  of  buying  a  piece  of  land  in  the  city  and  dividing  it  into  40s. 
freeholds  which  were  then  given  out  to  poor  retainers  of  the  Houses 
of  Shugborough  and  Trentham.  Even  this  simple  process  was 
still  further  simplified  in  time.  A  life  interest  was  found  sufficient 
to  create  the  freeholder's  vote,  and  thenceforth  40s.  annuities 
secured  on  a  Lichfield  freehold  were  deemed  sufficient  to  give  the 
franchise.  The  annuitants  lived  anywhere  in  England,  and  were 
only  polled  at  great  expense  when  the  other  classes  of  voters  proved 
unable  to  give  the  requisite  Whig  majority. 

The  more  sham  votes  were  created,  the  more  the  populace  of 
the  city  became  violent  in  opposition.  It  sufficed  that  the  borough 
owners  were  Whig  to  make  the  whole  of  Lichfield  most  demo- 
cratically Tory.  The  independents,  with  or  without  money,  fought 
whenever  they  could  get  a  leader  from  outside,  Tory  or  Whig. 
Blue  was  their  colour,  and  if  they  could  not  vote  down  the  Blooms- 
bury  gang,  they  could  at  least  horse-whip  the  Duke  of  Bedford  on 
Lichfield  racecourse.  To  political  exasperation  was  added  the 
sense  of  injustice  ;  while  the  freemen  of  Stafford  and  Newcastle 
made  an  ever  better  thing  out  of  each  succeeding  election,  and 
could  sell  themselves,  the  freemen  of  Lichfield  need  not  be  bought 
at  all.  In  1825  the  Leveson  Gowers  sold  their  half  of  the  borough 
to  Lord  Anson  ;  but  the  electors  had  no  control  of  the  election 
till  the  Reform  Bill  became  law.  The  two  members  for  Lichfield 
voted  for  the  abolition  of  their  ownership. 

Such  was  the  manner  in  which  Anson  controlled  Lichfield. 
The  control  of  the  other  boroughs  was  by  no  means  so  complete. 
Newcastle,  at  least  as  late  as  1807,  was  in  effect  the  pocket  borough 
of  the  Leveson  Gowers.  They  controlled  it  in  part  by  lavish 
hospitality  at  Trentham,  dispensed  at  the  right  time,  and  in  part 
by  an  ingenious  device  of  owning  the  property  in  the  town  and  letting 
the  tenants  get  ten  or  fifteen  years  in  arrears,  which  arrears  were 
only  pressed  for  on  the  evidence  of  unsatisfactory  conduct  on  the 
hustings.  Bribery  played  less  essential  a  part  in  Newcastle  than 
in  Stafford,  though  it  was  no  doubt  good  form  in  the  former  to 
recognize  in  coin  of  the  realm  the  gift  of  a  vote.  Only  the  freemen 
in  the  town  voted  in  both  places,  but  there  was  no  Earl  living 
close  by  Stafford — only  a  Viscount  Chetwynd  at  Ingestre — and, 
however  lavish  the  Chetwynd  hospitality,  their  means  would  not 
allow  of  the  indefinite  purchase  of  town  property  of  which  the 
rent  was  to  be  in  permanent  arrears.    Perhaps  the  Foleys,  who  had 
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no  near  seat  at  all,  may  have  tried  the  purchase  of  property,  and 
so  have  obtained  their  hold.  After  1770,  in  any  case,  Stafford 
became  free  of  Chetwynd  and  Foley,  and  elected  whom  they  liked, 
so  far  as  one  can  when  one's  country  customers  and  patrons  are 
actively  interested.  With  every  election  the  insatiable  appetite 
of  the  freemen  of  Stafford  grew  ;  the  Reform  Bill  made  no  change, 
merely  increasing  the  number  of  the  candidates  willing  to  pay, 
and  only  the  imminent  danger  of  losing  their  franchise  stayed  the 
corruption  of  the  borough.  Even  now,  with  but  3000  electors, 
Stafford  is  more  expensive  to  sit  for  than  any  borough  in  the  county, 
though  some  are  ten  times  its  size. 

In  both  Newcastle  and  Stafford  the  electorate  consisted  of  the 
Resident  Freemen  only,  and  freemen  are  hereditary  ;  in  Tamworth 
the  electorate  was  a  wider  non-hereditary  body  ;  it  included  all 
the  inhabitants  paying  scot  and  lot,  for  the  determination  of  1722 
ruled  out  all  the  freeholders  from  which  faggot  voters  could  be 
manufactured.  Tamworth  was  a  wider  electorate  than  either 
Stafford  or  Newcastle,  but  smaller  than  the  others.  There,  too,  the 
electorate  could,  however,  take  money  for  a  vote  and  vote  for  a 
lenient  landlord.  Tamworth  Castle  was  the  immemorial  seat  of 
the  Ferrers  family,  and  the  Ferrers  and  their  heirs  the  Townshends 
controlled  by  hospitality  and  ownership  the  Staffordshire  side  of 
the  borough,  while  the  Thynnes,  and  later  the  Peels,  controlled 
and  treated  the  Warwickshire  side  from  their  seat  at  Drayton 
Manor. 

In  the  actual  elections  there  was  more  freedom  of  election  at 
Tamworth  and  Stafford  than  elsewhere  ;  but,  generally,  one  may 
say  that  in  1689  all  four  boroughs  were  as  free  as  open  voting  can 
make  election,  and  that  first  Newcastle,  then  Lichfield,  then  Stafford, 
and  then  Tamworth  fell  away  from  grace  as  the  eighteenth  century 
grew ;  and  then,  later  still,  first  Stafford  and^next  Newcastle 
achieved  their  liberty,  even  before  the  passing  of  Reform.  Tam- 
worth, however,  got  ever  more  into  the  hands  of  Peel  and  his 
wealth,  and  Lichfield  was  helpless  in  the  hands  of  Anson — till  the 
Bill  became  law. 

Election  contests  in  all  four  boroughs  were  most  numerous, 
and  compare  more  with  modern  contests  between  parties,  in  the 
period  1689-1715.  After  the  Hanoverian  succession,  party  interest 
died,  as  indeed  parties  died,  and  "  family  interest  "  kept  out  of 
election  contests  as  much  as  possible.     I  think  one  may  say, 
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however,  that  at  least  a  part  of  the  hatred  of  the  people  for 
the  Septennial  Act  arose  from  their  love  of  an  election  of  any 
sort. 

The  first  anxiety  of  every  borough,  as  soon  as  a  vacancy  occurred, 
was  to  get  candidates  sufficient  in  number  to  force  a  contest  at  the 
polls.  As  party  differences  died  out  after  1715,  the  thirst  for  con- 
tests kept  politics  alive,  and  this  had  no  small  part  in  creating  the 
English  love  of  political  controversy.  Even  "  the  £5  down  "  at 
elections  can  be  a  seed  of  our  glorious  constitution. 

It  is  needless  to  add  that  throughout  the  whole  of  this  period 
only  rich  men  sat  for  a  borough,  the  sons  of  peers,  serjeants-at- 
law,  the  greater  local  gentry,  the  nominees  of  the  great  lords. 
Courtenay  was  put  in  by  the  Weymouths,  till  they  found  his 
radicalism  too  much  for  their  conscience.  Sheridan  is  an  almost 
unique  exception,  and  he  got  in  in  1780,  the  freest  General  Election 
of  the  whole  period,  when  Major  Cartwright  had  familiarised  the 
country  with  the  responsibilities  of  a  vote.  Very  few  of  the  rich 
men  were  men  of  the  borough  itself  ;  they  might  come  from  any- 
where, so  long  as  they  were  well  recommended  in  the  usual  ways. 
This  benefit,  too,  we  owe  to  the  corrupt  old  boroughs,  that  we  may 
freely  choose  to  this  day  our  representatives  from  all  England, 
so  that  our  hands  are  not  tied  as  in  foreign  modern  countries  with 
copybook  notions  of  delegation. 

In  these  115  years  110  different  M.P.s  sat  for  the  four  boroughs, 
an  average  of  slightly  more  than  seven  years  for  each  member. 
On  an  average,  allowing  for  reversals  on  petition  and  by-elections, 
eleven  borough  members  sat  in  each  Parliament.  Of  these  eleven, 
five  were  titled  when  they  took  their  seats,  and  two  more  received 
titles  at  some  later  period.  The  longest  to  hold  any  seat  were  : 
George  Granville  Venables  Vernon  (afterwards  Harcourt)  and 
General  Sir  George  Anson,  who  sat  for  Lichfield  consecutively 
twenty-five  years  and  thirty-five  years  ;  Sir  Robert  Peel,  the  first 
Baronet,  and  Lord  Charles  Francis  Vere  Townshend,  who  sat  for 
Tamworth  thirty  years  and  twenty-one  years  (in  two  periods  of 
six  and  fifteen  years),  respectively.  The  contests  they  had  to  face 
were  few  and  far  between. 
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T.G. 
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Ad.T. 
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The  abbreviations  used  above  are  :  T.,  Tory  ;  W.,  Whig  ;  G., 
Gower  ;  C,  Canningite  ;  p.,  petition  ;  d.,  defeat  ;  v.,  vice  ;  reeld., 
re-elected  ;  Ad.,  Administration.  Letters  in  heavy  type  indicate 
a  contest  at  the  polls. 

With  the  exception  of  the  years  1766-7,  1780-3,  the  Gower 
party,  marked  G.,  were  always  with  the  Administration  down  to 
1830.  Before  1742  the  Gower  party  are  classed  as  ordinary  Tories, 
and  were  in  opposition  from  1715  to  1742. 

The  only  times  when  crises  arose  in  political  life  during  the 
rule  of  the  oligarchy,  or  at  least  crises  sufficiently  emphatic  to  show 
in  evidence  at  the  elections,  were  in  1715,  1741,  1780,  1784,'  1830, 
1831. 

At  the  first  of  these  dates  the  Hanoverian  succession  was  estab- 
lished ;  the  Tory  opposition  was  Jacobite,  Catholic,  and  non-juring 
Church  and  State  Tories  were  against  the  Government.  Stafford- 
shire under  the  Leveson  Gowers,  Pagets  and  Wards  of  Dudley 
was  solidly  Tory.  Stafford,  it  is  true,  returned  two  Chetwynds, 
but  even  these  Chetwynds  had  been  Tories  half  a  dozen  years 
before.  Lichfield  sent  up,  after  a  close  fight,  two  supporters  of  the 
House  of  Hanover,  but  one  of  these  was  a  Tory  and  the  other  was 
a  Chetwynd.  Newcastle  and  Tarn  worth  both  sent  undiluted 
Tories.  Of  course,  some  Whigs  petitioned,  and  were  allotted  the 
seats,  but  the  Tory  character  of  Staffordshire  showed  no  sign  of 
rallying  to  either  Stanhope  or  Walpole.  The  Chetwynds,  indeed, 
grew  ever  more  anti-Walpolean  ;  and  it  was  not  till  1742  that  the 
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Leveson  Gowers  and  Chetwynds  and  Thynnes  decided  to  give 
up  the  old  cause  and  take  office  under  the  Whigs.  This  Jacobitism 
of  Staffordshire  was  no  pacific  party  name,  with  little  behind  it 
save  healths  to  the  King  over  the  water.  Throughout  Staffordshire 
the  Jacobite  mobs  tore  down  the  dissenting  meeting-houses  in  the 
summer  of  1715.  At  Newcastle  the  mob  was  described  as  "French 
and  Popish  "  ;  a  leader  astride  the  roof  of  the  chapel  "waved  his 

hat,  and  cry'd  'God  d  n  King  George.'"   They  were  instigated 

by  Mr.  Sneyd  of  Keele.  The  Lichfield  Tory  mob  in  1718  wore 
white  roses  in  their  hats,  and  beat  and  barbarously  abused  their 
enemies,  headed  by  the  same  person  who  was  Captain  at  the  West 
Bromwich  riots.  It  can  be  seen  that  the  invasion  of  the  Young 
Pretender  in  1745  was  no  mad  adventure  when  there  were  counties 
such  as  this  on  his  line  of  march.  And  it  makes  clearer  the 
service  rendered  by  Lord  Gower  when  he  adhered  to  the  House 
of  Hanover  and  raised  a  troop  of  horse  against  the  Pretender  in 
the  '45. 

So  Tory  was  the  county  that  from  1685  till  1747  it  returned 
only  Tories,  and  without  a  single  contest.  The  Chetwynds,  the 
Broughtons  and  the  Swynfens  were  the  only  gentry  of  note  to  back 
the  Hanoverian  cause  before  the  "  ratting  of  the  Leveson  Gowers." 
Even  in  1750  Boswell  shows  us  how  rare  an  animal  was  "  a  Stafford- 
shire Whig."  To  the  natural  Toryism  of  the  county  was  added 
all  the  unpopularity  that  must  always,  in  England,  fall  to  the  lot  of 
a  Government  too  long  in  power.  By  1741  Walpole  had  against  him 
the  hatred  of  the  election-destroying  Septennial  Act,  the  resent- 
ment at  corruption,  the  complaints  at  all  his  legislation,  at  his  ineffec- 
tive Excise  Bill,  at  his  sleepy  prosecution  of  the  war  that  he  did  not 
want.  Against  him  were  the  "  patriots,"  with  their  nationalist 
cry  that  England  was  sacrificed  to  Hanover.  Only  office-holders 
or  close  borough  men  could  support  so  unpopular  a  Government. 
In  the  whole  county  but  one  Walpolean  Whig  was  returned  (Lord 
John  Sackville,  for  Tamworth),  and  he  was  a  son-in-law  of  Earl 
Gower  and  son  of  the  Duchess  of  Dorset,  who  had  been  First 
Lady  of  the  Bedchamber  to  the  Queen.  Then  Walpole  fell  and  the 
Gowers  went  over,  and  the  glories  of  the  elder  Pitt  soothed  away 
party  spirit,  and  a  new  King  came  to  reconcile  all  Tories  and  freeze 
out  the  Whigs.  All  this  time  the  Trentham  interest  followed 
Government  ;  the  Gower  brand  of  Whig  was  one  on  which  King 
George  III  could  rely.    In  1768  this  interest  held  five  at  least  of 
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the  ten  seats  with  one  Whig  and  four  Tories  more  or  less  in  the 
power  of  the  Bedford-Gower  faction.  But  by  1780  Earl  Gower 
had  come  out  against  the  American  War,  and  at  that  election  the 
Government  of  Lord  North  found  itself  with  a  minority  of  two  to 
eight,  instead  of  in  a  majority  of  eight  to  two,  as  at  the  previous 
election.  Of  the  eight,  five  were  Gower  Whigs.  At  this  election 
the  Earl  of  Dartmouth  and  the  new  Lord  Bagot  led  the  Tory 
forces  ;  while  the  Ansons  led  the  Rockingham  Whigs. 

But  the  aloof  position  of  the  Gower  Whigs  was  not  to  last 
long.  They  could  not  serve  under  Lord  North  in  the  Coalition, 
but  they  could  help  the  King  to  upset  it,  and  they  took  office 
under  the  younger  Pitt  in  1783.  At  the  propitious  moment, 
early  in  1784,  Pitt  dissolved,  and  disaster  fell  upon  the  Coalition  of 
North  and  Fox.  Those  of  the  Coalition  who  lost  their  seats  in  the 
ensuing  election  have  been  spoken  of  as  Fox's  martyrs.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  it  was  largely  North's  followers  who  suffered.*  In  Stafford- 
shire the  three  Whigs  survived,  and  even  added  to  their  numbers 
Courteney,  who  had  been  originally  elected  for  Tamworth  as  a 
follower  of  Lord  North.  The  Gower  Whigs  numbered  four  or 
five,  and  the  regular  Tories  one  or  two.  The  fact  is  that  Stafford 
had  begun  its  independence,  by  returning  Sheridan  and  Monckton. 

Monckton  rallied  to  the  Government  in  the  times  of  the  Revolu- 
tion ;  Courteney  was  turned  out  of  his  seat  in  1796  by  his  former 
patron  ;  and  only  Sheridan  and  Anson  saw  Fox  and  the  Whigs 
through  the  lean  years  that  followed  Burke's  apostasy.  The  twists 
and  changes  of  1806  and  1807  can  be  better  traced  out  in  dealing 
with  the  Parliaments  of  those  years  ;  but  the  triumphant  Toryism 
that  flowed  for  twenty-three  years  thereafter  started  Staffordshire 
with  seven  Government  supporters,  amongst  whom  was  Lord 
Granville  Leveson  Gower,  and  with  three  Whigs — Anson,  Mac- 
donald,  and  the  somewhat  doubtful  Vernon.  Monckton  probably 
called  himself  a  Whig,  while  Gower  followed  Canning  in  his 
oscillations  between  Government  and  Opposition. 

At  last,  in  1820,  a  Whig  was  returned  for  the  county,  ousting 
the  Leveson  Gowers ;    in  fact,  five  Whigs  were  elected,  two 


*  It  was  largely  North's  followers  that  suffered,  especially  of  the  rank  and 
file  ;  but  the  Foxites  suffered  most  in  men  of  some  Parliamentary  distinction, 
e.g.  Lord  John  Cavendish,  Genl.  Conway,  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  T.  W.  Coke, 
Erskine,  George  Byng,  John  Townshend,  Earl  Verney,  Adl.  Pigot,  Thomas 
Grenville,  Alderman  Barker,  David  Hartley,  &c. — A.  B.  Beaven. 
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Canningites,  two  Tories,  and  the  independent  Sir  George  Chetwynd, 
who  inclined  to  the  Whigs.  At  the  end  of  the  1826-30  Parliament 
there  were  five  Whigs,  two  Canningites,  and  three  Tories  ;  and  the 
election  of  the  latter  year  saw  the  same  number  of  Canningites  and 
Whigs  combined  to  vote  for  the  Reform  Bill  against  the  three 
Tories — Borradaile  and  Miller  from  Newcastle  and  Sir  Robert 
Peel  from  Tarn  worth.  No  change  followed  the  historic  election  of 
1 83 1,  which  carried  the  Reform  Bill  and  raised  the  Staffordshire 
members  from  ten  to  seventeen. 

The  politics  of  the  great  houses  at  this  critical  time  were  somewhat 
mixed.  Gower,  Anson,  Littleton,  Paget,  Mosley,  Wrottesley,  were 
Whig  (of  whom  Gower,  Paget,  and  Littleton  had  till  recently  been 
on  the  other  side),  Legge,  Ryder,  Bridgeman,  Harpur  Crewe,  Ward, 
Talbot,  Bagot,  Sneyd  were  Tory  ;  the  landlords  were  not  unequally 
divided,  and,  as  the  manufacturing  interest  both  in  the  north  and 
south  were  solid  for  Reform,  the  Tories  did  not  dare  to  contest  the 
county  against  Littleton  and  Wrottesley. 
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i  August  17 14. 

Parliament  of  1715-22. 

Summoned  to  meet  17  March  1715  ;  held  eight  Sessions  ; 
dissolved  10  March  1722.  There  was  an  immense  Whig 
majority  under  pressure  from  the  Crown;  but  the  Quaker  and 
Dissenter  Meeting  Houses  in  all  the  towns  in  Staffordshire, 
Salop  and  Cheshire  were  wrecked  during  the  summer  following 
this  election.  It  is  evident  that  Church  and  Jacobitism  were 
still  supreme  in  these  parts. 

To  avoid  a  fresh  election,  with  its  risk  to  the  dynasty, 
this  Parliament  passed  the  Septennial  Act  in  1716.  All  the 
Staffordshire  members  voted  ;  the  four  Whigs,  Walter  and 
William  Chetwynd,  Offley,  and  Broughton,  for  the  Bill ;  the 
five  Tories,  Paget,  Ward,  Hill,  Inge,  and  Bracebridge,  against ; 
one  presumed  Whig,  Walter  Chetwynd  of  Grendon,  joined  the 
Tories  against  the  Bill.  The  three  Chetwynds,  who  all  sat, 
I  think,  as  Whigs,  in  this  Parliament,  seem  to  have  opposed 
Walpole.  They  may,  perhaps,  be  described  as  Hanoverian 
Tories  ;  and  as  such  does  Mr.  Beaven  also  class  Hill.  On 
Walpole's  retirement  in  April  1717,  William  Chetwynd  was 
made  Lord  Commissioner  of  the  Admiralty,  Walter  Chetwynd 
was  made  Viscount  Chetwynd  of  Beerhaven  (Ireland),  and 
Walter  Chetwynd  of  Grendon,  Warwick,  was  soon  afterwards 
made  Paymaster  of  the  Pensions.  On  the  Bill  for  strengthen- 
ing the  Protestant  interest,  brought  in  by  Sunderland  and  Stan- 
hope while  Walpole  was  in  opposition,  January  1719,  only 
William  Chetwynd  and  Walter  Chetwynd  of  Grendon  sup- 
ported the  Government ;  Paget,  Ward,  Inge,  and  Hill  were 
joined  by  Offley  (W.)  against  the  Bill.    Offley  was  a  supporter 
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of  Walpole.  Lord  Chetwynd,  Bracebridge  and  Broughton  did 
not  vote.  The  other  important  Bill  of  this  period  was  the 
Peerage  Bill  of  1719.  The  voting  of  the  Staffordshire  Members 
was  on  purely  party  lines :  two  Chetwynds,  Offley  and 
Broughton,  for  ;  Paget,  Ward,  Bracebridge,  and  Hill,  against ; 
Lord  Chetwynd  (W.)  and  Inge  (T.)  abstained. 

After  Walpole's  return  to  power  in  April  172 1  the 
Chetwynds  gradually  fell  away  from  him.  The  viscount  be- 
came a  dissident  Whig  ;  the  other  two  followed  him  soon 
and  lost  their  offices  in  1727  and  1731. 

County:       Thomas,  Lord  Paget    (Tory)  (1) 

William  Ward,  Esq  (Tory)  (2) 

elected  unopposed  3  February  17 15. 
by-election ;  9  December  1720,  new  Writ 
issued  vice  Ward,  deceased, 
William  Leveson  Gower,  Esq.      ...    (Tory)  (3) 
elected  unopposed  29  December  1720. 

Stafford:    *  Walter  Chetwynd,- Esq  (Whig)  (4) 

WiUiam  Chetwynd,  Esq.    ...       ...    (Whig)  (5) 

elected  unopposed  28  January  1715. 
by-election;  16  April  1717,  new  Writ 
issued  vice  William  Chetwynd,  ap- 
pointed Lord  Commissioner  of  the 
Admiralty,  an  office  of  profit, 

William  Chetwynd,  Esq  (Whig) 

re-elected  unopposed  25  April  1717. 

Newcastle :  Henry  Vernon,  Esq.    (Tory)  (6) 

♦Rowland  Cotton,  Esq  (Tory)  (7) 

elected  29  January  1715. 
Contest :  Vernon  (T.) 

Cotton  (T.) 
Offley  (W.) 
Broughton  (W.) 
Poll  not  recorded  ;  395  burgesses  voted, 
28  March  1715,  Crew  Offley  and  Sir 
Brian  Broughton  petitioned,  alleging 
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bribery  and  other  illegal  practices, 
and  the  partiality  of  John  Fenton, 
the  Mayor.  On  2  June  the  House 
resolved  :  That  Crew  Offiey,  Esq.,  and 
Sir  Brian  Brought  on,  Bart.,  were  duly 
elected ;  thereby  unseating  Vernon 
and  Cotton. 

Crewe  Offley  (Whig)  (8) 

Sir  Brian  Broughton    (Whig)  (9) 

declared  elected  2  June  1715. 

Lichfield  :     Walter  Chetwynd  of  Grendon,  Esq.   (Whig.)  (10) 
Samuel  Hill,  Esq.    ...      (Hanoverian  Tory)  (11) 
elected  10  February  17 15,  defeating  the 

sitting  Members. 
Contest1 :  Chetwynd  (W.)         ...  285 
Hill(H.T.)     ...       ...  275 

*Dyott  (T.)    195 

*Cotes  (T.)    192 

by-election;  19  March  1718,  new  Writ 
issued  vice  Chetwynd,  appointed  Pay- 
master of  the  Pensions,  an  Office  of 
profit, 

William  Sneyd,  Esq.    (Tory)  (12) 

elected  24  April  17 18. 

Contest :  Sneyd  (T.)    255 

Chetwynd  (W.)  ~  254^ 


1  These  figures  are  taken  from  the  Daily  Courant  of  17. 2. '15,  which 
gives  Cotes'  Christian  name,  doubtless  erroneously,  as  Thomas. 

2  The  Weekly  Journal  of  3  May  1718  says  of  this  election  :  "  After 
the  day's  poll  the  figures  stand  thus  : — Mr.  William  Sneyd  255,  Mr. 
Walter  Chetwynd  of  Grendon  254.  The  electors  next  day  insisting 
upon  a  return  for  Mr.  Chetwynd,  the  sheriff  went  to  the  Ale  House 
with  Mr.  Sneyd  and  his  friends,  and  afterwards  returned  Mr.  Sneyd. 
N.B.  Mr.  Chetwynd's  voters  were  kept  out  of  the  Hall  and  barbarously 
beaten  and  abused,  and  their  lives  endangered  by  a  very  great  mob 
with  papers  in  their  hats  resembling  white  roses,  headed  by  the  same 
person  that  was  captain  of  the  famous  riots  at  West  Bromwich  "  (i.e., 
in  1715). 
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13  November  1718,  Walter  Chetwynd  of 
Grendon  petitioned  against  Sneyd, 
alleging  that  John  Mallet,  the  Sheriff, 
in  taking  the  poll,  had  no  regard  to 
the  last  determination  of  the  House  as 
to  the  right  of  election,  notwith- 
standing notice  given  thereof.  10 
December  1718,  Resolved  :  That  the 
right  of  election  is  in  the  Bailiffs, 
Magistrates  and  Freeholders  of  40s. 
per  ann.,  and  in  all  that  hold  by 
burgage  tenure,  and  in  such  freemen 
only  of  the  city  paying  scot  and  lot 
there.1  That  William  Sneyd,  Esq., 
was  not  duly  elected  ;  That  Walter 
Chetwynd,  Esq.,  was  duly  elected. 

Walter  Chetwynd  of  Grendon,  Esq. 
(Whig),  declared  re-elected  10  Decem- 
ber 1718. 

Tarn  worth  :  William  Inge,  Esq   (Tory)  (13) 

*Samuel  Bracebridge,  Esq.  ...       ...    (Tory)  (14) 

elected  unopposed  31  January  1715. 

(1)  Thomas  Catesby  Paget,  Lord  Paget,  M.P.  Staffs  1715- 
22,  1722-7. 

Born  1689  ;  only  son  and  heir  of  Henry  Paget,  Earl  of 
Uxbridge,  M.P.2  (d.  1734),  by  Mary  (Catesby).  He  matricu- 
lated at  Trinity  College,  Oxford,  in  1707  ;  and  was  styled 
Lord  Paget  by  courtesy  on  his  father's  elevation  to  an  earl- 
dom in  1714.    He  was  Gentleman  of   the   Bedchamber  to 


1  Sneyd  contended  that  the  freemen,  had  votes  wherever  they 
lived,  not  only  those  paying  scot  and  lot  in  the  city.  The  Committee 
decided  against  this  contention  ;  and,  after  several  votes  had  been 
struck  off  both  sides,  Sneyd  abandoned  the  seat. 

2  Pari.  1695-8. 
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George  II  both  as  Prince  of  Wales  and  as  King.  He  married, 
in  1718,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  Egerton,  third  Earl  of 
Bridgwater.-  "  A  very  ingenious  man  and  author  of  a  volume  of 
Miscellanies  in  prose  and  verse."  Pope's  Essay  on  Man 
was  at  first  attributed  to  Lord  Paget  (among  others).  He 
died  v. p.  4  February  1742. 

His  father  was  made  Baron  Burton  in  1712  to  strengthen 
the  Tory  Party  in  the  Lords;  supported  the  Hanoverian 
Succession,  and  was  created  an  Earl  by  George  I,  but  resigned 
his  offices  soon  after  this  election.1 

(2)  William  Ward,  Esq.    See  Pari.  1710-3. 

(3)  Hon.  William  Leveson  Gower,  M.P.  Staffs  (Tory) 

Dec.  1720-22,  1722-7,  1727-34,  1734-41,  1741-7,  (Whig) 
1747-54,  1754-Dec.  '56. 

Born  c.  1696  ;  second  son  of  Sir  John  Leveson  Gower, 
Bart.,  M.P.,2  who  was  created  first  Baron  Gower  in  1703. 
His  elder  brother,  the  second  Lord  Gower,  rallied  to  the 
Whigs  in  1744 ;  and  was  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Staffordshire 
1742-54,  Lord  Privy  Seal  1742-3,  1744-54,  created  Earl 
Gower  1746  as  a  reward  for  his  loyalty  during  the  '45,  when  he 
raised  a  regiment  for  the  support  of  the  Whig  cause.  When 
the  Leveson  Gowers  joined  the  Whigs  they  joined  the  faction 
of  their  kinsman,  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  a  group  which,  with 
Thynne,  Lord  Weymouth,  and  the  Earl  of  Sandwich,  was 
known  as  the  "  Bloomsbury  Gang  "  of  office-holders. 

No  doubt  the  younger  brother  followed  closely  the  political 
course  of  his  family.  He  married,  in  1730,  Anne,  daughter  of 
Sir  Thomas  Grosvenor  of  Eaton,  Cheshire,  and  died  13  Decem- 
ber 1756. 

(4)  Walter  Chetwynd  (first  Viscount  Chetwynd).  See 

Pari.  1702-5. 


1  G.E.C.  Complete  Peerage. 

2  Pari.  1690-5. 
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(5)  William  Richard  Chetwynd  (third  Viscount  Chet- 

wynd),  M.P.  Stafford  (Whig)  1715-22,  Plymouth 
1722-7,  Stafford  (Patriot)  1734-41,  (Whig)  1741-7, 
1747-54,  1754-61,  1761-8,  1768-Ap.  1770. 

Born  1683/4  >  third  son  of  John  C.  of  Ingestre,  M.P.1 
(d.  1702)  by  Lucy  (Roane)  ;  brother  and  heir  of  John,  second 
Viscount  Chetwynd  (d.  1767).  He  was  educated  at  West- 
minster and  matriculated  at  Christ  Church,  Oxford,  8  June,  1703. 
He  was  Envoy  to  Genoa  1708-12  ;  a  Lord  Commissioner  of 
the  Admiralty  1717-27  ;  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
North  1744-6  ;  and  Master  of  the  Mint  1744-69.  He  evi- 
dently did  not  get  on  with  Walpole,  for  he  was  out  of  office 
from  1714  to  1717,  came  in  with  Sunderland  in  1717  and 
remained  under  Walpole  till  1727.  He  was  out  of  Parliament 
1727-34,  and  returned  in  that  year  as  an  anti-Walpolean.  He 
did  not  resume  office  till  1744,  under  Pelham's  Broad  Bottom 
Administration.  The  Chetwynds  seem  to  have  rallied  to  the 
Whigs  at  the  same  time  as  the  Leveson  Gowers,  to  have 
joined  the  Administration  under  their  wing,  and  to  have  made 
the  best  of  their  opportunities. 

He  married,  in  1715,  Honora,  daughter  of  William  Baker, 
H.M.  Consul  at  Algiers  ;  she  died  in  1726.  He  died  3  April 
1770,  aged  eighty-six,  and  was  buried  at  Ashley.  He  was 
called  "  Oroonoko  Chetwynd,"  from  the  swarthiness  of  his 
complexion. 

(6)  Henry  Vernon,  Junior,  Esq.    See  Pari.  1710-13. 

(7)  Rowland  Cotton,  Esq.    See  Pari.  1698-1700. 

(8)  Crew  Offley,  Esq.    See  Pari.  1705-8. 

(9)  Sir  Brian  Broughton,  Bart.,  of  Broughton,  M.P. 

Newcastle,  June  1715-22,  1722-Sept.  1724. 

Born  1678  ;  son  and  heir  of  Sir  Thomas  B.,  second  Bart. 
(d.  1710),  by  Rhoda,  daughter  of  John  Amcotts  of  Aystrop, 


1  Pari.  1689-90. 
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Lines.  He  matriculated  at  Christ's  College,  Cambridge, 
B.A.  1699  ;  and  married  Elizabeth  (d.  1746),  daughter  and 
heiress  of  Sir  Thomas  Delves,  Bart.,  of  Doddington.  He 
died  12  September  1724,  leaving  a  son  and  heir  from  whom 
descend  the  present  Del ves-Broughton  baronets,  and  a  daughter 
Jane,  who  married  Sir  Rowland  Hill,  Bart.,  M.P.1 

From  1715  till  his  death  he  was  one  of  the  Gentlemen  of 
the  Privy  Chamber.2  He  voted  with  his  party  throughout — 
for  the  Septennial  Act,  and  for  the  Peerage  Bill — much 
against  the  wishes  of  his  constituents.  Of  the  last  measure 
he  writes  :  "So  violent  is  the  prejudice  of  the  people  here 
against  the  Bill  that,  should  I  ventire  to  appear  in  favour  of 
it,  I  must  from  that  time  disclaim  all  hopes  of  ever  serving 
His  Majesty  in  Parliamentary  station  again,  in  this  county 
at  least."3 

(10)  Walter  Chetwynd  of  Grendon,  Warwickshire,  M.P. 
Lichfield  1715-April  1718,  December  1718-22,  1722-7, 
1727-31. 

Born  c.  1680  ;  son  of  John  (who  died  v.p.)  and  grandson 
of  Charles  C.  of  the  same.  He  married  Barbara,  daughter  of 
John  Goring  of  Kingston,  Staffordshire.  Though  he  voted 
against  the  Septennial  Act  in  1716,  he  became,  after  1717, 
a  stout  Whig  and  supporter  of  the  Government.    He  was 


1  Pari.  1734-41. 

2  Mr.  Beaven  writes  :  "  Sir  Brian  Broughton  was  a  Gentleman 
of  the  Privy  Chamber  from  171 5  till  his  death.  This  was  a  purely 
honorary  office,  quite  distinct  from  Gentlemen  of  the  Bedchamber, 
who  were  always  Peers  or  the  eldest  sons  of  Dukes,  Marquesses  or  Earls, 
and  took  their  turns  in  waiting.  They  were  practically  a  fixed  number 
— the  Gentlemen  of  the  Privy  Chamber  were  of  unlimited  number. 
At  this  time  there  were  from  30  to  40. 

"  Crewe  Offley  was  one  from  1714  till  his  death  in  1739. 
John  Lawton  was  one  from  171 6  to  1727. 
Richard  Swynfen  was  one  from  1720  till  death  in  1726. 
John  Offley  Crewe  was  one  from  1714  till  death  in  1749. 
Henry  Vernon  was  one  from  17 15  to  1729." 

3  Porritt :  Unreformed  Parliaments,  276. 
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rewarded  by  being  made  Paymaster  of  the  Pensions  18  March 
1718  to  June  1731  ;  and  then  Governor  of  the  Barbadoes, 
173 1-2.  He  voted  with  the  Government  for  the  granting  of 
the  arrears  of  the  Civil  List  in  1729  ;  but  he  did  not  long  sur- 
vive his  last  appointment,  which  he  did  not  take  up  in  person, 
dying  5  February  1732  at  his  London  residence. 

(n)  Samuel  Hill  of  Shenstone,  M.P.  Lichfield  1715-22. 

Born  1690  ;   son  of    Barbour,  by  a  sister  of  Sir 

Richard  Hill  of  Hawkestone,  to  part  of  whose  estates  he 
succeeded  in  1727.  It  was  for  this  reason  that  he  changed 
his  name  to  Hill.  He  married,  1722,  a  daughter  of  the  Earl 
of  Chesterfield,  with  a  fortune  of  £10,000  ;  and  died  21  February 
1758,  aged  sixty-seven,  when  Shenstone  Park  passed  to  his 
nephew,  Samuel  Egerton  of  Tatton.  Originally  he  was 
a  barrister  of  the  Inner  Temple.  He  voted  generally  Tory, 
against  the  Septennial  Act  and  against  the  Peerage  Bill ; 
but  the  fact  that  he  stood  against  Dyott  and  Cotes  in  1715 
shows  that  his  Toryism  was  not  of  the  Jacobite  variety. 

(12)  William  Sneyd  of  Bishton,  M.P.    Lichfield  April- 

December  1718. 
Born  c.  1690  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  of  Ralph  S.  (d.  1729), 
by  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  heiress  of  John  Bowyer  of  Bishton. 
He  married,  1724,  Susan,  daughter  and  heiress  of  John  Edmonds 
of  Hendon  Place,  Middlesex,  and  died  7  Feb.  1745. 

(13)  William  Inge  of  Thorpe  Constantine,  M.P.  Tamworth 

1715-22. 

Baptised  28  September  1669  ;  son  and  heir  of  William  I 
of  the  same  (d.  1690),  by  Frances,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas 
Gresley,  Bart.  He  married  Elizabeth  (d.  1728),  daughter 
and  coheiress  of  Robert  Phillips  of  Newton  Regis,  Warwick- 
shire, and  he  was  buried  3  July  173 1.  His  sister  Frances 
married  Richard  Dyott,  the  Tory  Member  for  Lichfield. 
He  is  described  by  Shaw  as  "  distinguished  as  a  scholar  and 
antiquary."1  V 

(14)  Samuel  Bracefridge.    Pari.  1710-13. 


1  Shaw  :  Staffordshire,  I.  409. 


GEORGE  I. 


221 


THE  STAFFORDSHIRE  RIOTS,  JULY  1715. 

During  the  summer  of  1715  the  Jacobites  stirred  up  the 
mob  to  tear  down  the  Dissenter  Meeting  Houses  throughout 
Staffordshire,  Salop  and  Cheshire.  The  accession  of  an 
unpopular  German  to  the  throne  of  England  had  resulted 
in  a  wave  of  Tory  feeling  ;  Tory  sportsmen  were  determined 
to  be  avenged  on  their  successful  middle-class  opponents. 
And  behind  it  all  lay  the  prospect  of  the  landing  of  the  "  Old 
Pretender."  It  is  very  possible  that  these  riots  were  to 
prepare  the  way  for  the  declaration  of  James,  which  actually 
took  place  in  Scotland  a  month  later. 

The  mob  gutted  the  Meeting  Houses  of  Newcastle,  Wolver- 
hampton, Stafford,  Lichfield,  Leek,  Uttoxeter,  Stone  and 
Walsall.  At  West  Bromwich  the  Dissenters  took  the  defence 
of  their  property  into  their  own  hands  ;  three  attacks  were 
made  ;  there  were  killed  and  wounded  on  both  sides  ;  at  last 
the  House  was  stormed  and  burnt.  But  many  prisoners 
were  taken  and  lodged  in  gaol,  especially  after  the  Pretender's 
defeat  at  Preston  in  November.  Generally  the  Mayors  and 
Magistrates  would  afford  no  protection  to  the  Dissenters  : 
that  was  probably  the  reason  why  these  riots  only  took  place  in 
these  three  counties,  where  the  Catholics  were  especially  strong. 

The  mob  at  Newcastle  is  described  as  a  "  French  and 
Popish  mob."    One  of  the  leaders  got  astride  the  roof,  "  waved 

his  hat  and  cryd  out :  'G —  D--N  K  G  !'"; 

another  when  expostulated  with  urged,  "  We  will  pull  down  the 
Church  too,  for  the  same  pay  we  have  for  that."  It  appears 
that  this  mob  was  instigated  by  Mr.  Sneyd  of  Keele,  and 
abetted  by  the  Mayor  and  Justices.  When  the  rioters  were 
tried  at  Newcastle,  only  two  strangers  from  Ireland  were 
convicted.  But  the  Staffordshire  Grand  Jury  brought  in 
a  true  Bill  against  Mr.  Sneyd  and  forty  of  the  Newcastle 
rioters,  and  against  some  two  hundred  others  from  elsewhere  ; 
while  as  for  Mr.  Swan,  the  Mayor,  and  the  two  Justices,  they 
were  brought  to  Stafford,  and  thrown  into  prison  to  answer 
for  their  conduct  during  the  rebellion. 
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Parliament  of  1722-7. 

Summoned  to  meet  10  May  1722 ;  held  six  Sessions ; 
the  King  died  11  June  1727,  and  Parliament  was  dissolved 
by  proclamation  29  August  1727.  The  election  took  place 
after  the  bursting  of  the  South  Sea  Bubble,  and  Walpole  was 
supreme.  Paget,  the  two  Leveson  Gowers,  Foley,  Willoughby, 
and  Bracebridge  were  elected  as  Tories  ;  Broughton,  Walter 
Chetwynd  of  Grendon,  Plummer,  and,  after  the  petitions 
were  decided,  Swynfen,  sat  as  Whigs  and  followers  of 
Walpole. 

As  for  Dolphin  and  the  position  generally  at  Stafford,  the 
facts  stand  thus  :  Foley  was  a  Tory ;  he  stood  with  Dolphin 
against  Lord  Chetwynd  and  his  brother.  Lord  Chetwynd 
got  his  peerage  after  Walpole's  retirement  in  1717,  supported 
Stanhope  1717-21  ;  stood  against  Eld  (a  probable  Whig) 
in  1724  ;  was  a  close  friend  of  Pulteney,  who  soon  after 
became  the  leader  of  the  Patriots,  and  was  anti-Walpolean  by 
1726  ;  but  in  1722  he  still  held  office  as  Ranger  of  St.  James* 
Park,  which  he  could  hardly  have  held  in  opposition,  and  did 
not  in  fact  hold  after  1727.  The  other  Chetwynd,  brother  and 
colleague  at  Stafford  of  the  Irish  Peer,  was  a  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  (serving  first  under  Sunderland  and  remaining  under 
Walpole),  and  therefore  a  Whig,  from  1717  to  1727.  Hence, 
I  think,  Dolphin  was  a  Tory,  which  surmise  is  confirmed  by 
the  fact  that  he  was  Mayor  of  Stafford  in  such  a  year  as 
1714. 

I  am  convinced  that  Chetwynd  and  Eld  were  both  Whigs 
in  1724,  but  rivals  as  neighbouring  landlords — Seighford 
and  Ingestre  being  about  equidistant  from  Stafford,  and  they 
equally  industrious  in  treating  the  electors.  (See  note  on 
Eld's  pohtics,  p.  224.) 

County:      Thomas  Cat  esby,  Lord  Paget        ...    (Tory)  (1) 
William  Leveson  Gower,  Esq.       ...    (Tory)  (2) 
elected  unopposed  22  March  1722. 
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Stafford :     Thomas  Foley1        .<   (Tory)  (3) 

John  Dolphin2    (Tory)  (4) 

elected  20  March  1722,  defeating  Lord 
Chetwynd  (W.)  and  William  Chetwynd 
(W.),  the  sitting  members. 

Contest :  Foley  (T.)    230 

Dolphin  (T)   225 

*Lord  Chetwynd  (W.)  ...  143 
*Wm.  Chetwynd  (W.)  ...  115 

"  Whereas  it  has  been  represented  that 
the  Election  was  very  riotous  and  that 
the  mob  had  attempted  to  pull  down 
the  Lord  Chetwynd' s  house  ;  it  was  so 
much  the  contrary  that  no  Election 
could  be  more  peaceable."3 

18  October  1722  the  Chetwynds  peti- 
tioned. No  Report.  Petition  probably 
withdrawn. 

by-election  ; ,  12  November  1724,  new  Writ 
issued  vice  Dolphin,  deceased, 
Francis  Elde,  Esq   (Whig)  (5) 

elected  19  November  1724,  defeating 
Walter,  Viscount  Chetwynd. 

Contest :  Eld  (W.)    207 

Chetwynd  (W.)   163 

27  November  1724,  Chetwynd  petitioned  ; 
on  4  February  1725  the  Return  was 
amended,  and  Eld  struck  out  and 
Chetwynd  substituted.  Eld  was 
unanimously  expelled  the  House  for 
corruptly  endeavouring  to  compromise 


1  One  of  the  Auditors  of  the  Imprest. 

2  Alderman  of  the  Borough. 

3  Daily  Post,  24.3.1722. 
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the  Petition  on  23  January  1725, 
before  the  Petition  was  decided.1 
Walter,  Viscount  Chetwynd         ...   (Whig)  (6) 
declared  elected  4  February  1725. 
Newcastle  :  Thomas  Leveson  Gower,  Esq.       ...    (Tory)  (7) 

Sir  Brian  Broughton,  Bart   (Whig)  (8) 

elected  unopposed  21  March  1722. 
by-election  ;  12  November  1724,  new  Writ 
issued  vice  Broughton,  deceased, 
Sir  Walter  Wagstaff  Bagott,  Bart.  ...    (Tory)  (9) 
elected  20  November  1724,  defeating 
William  Corbet,  Esq.2 

Contest :  Bagot  (T.)    283 

Corbet  (W.)       ~       ~  73 

1  Mr.  Beaven  writes  :  "I  am  not  sure  about  Eld's  politics.  He 
was  appointed  a  Master  in  Chancery  by  Lord  Chancellor  Macclesfield, 
a  Whig.  His  expulsion  was  just  at  the  time  of  the  discovery  of  Maccles- 
field's taking  bribes,  and  his  being  Macclesfield's  protege  may,  apart 
from  politics,  have  had  some  influence  on  his  expulsion.  His  nephew 
and  successor  at  Seighford,  Francis  Eld,  was  a  Whig  (see  Boswell's 
Johnson,  chapter  66),  for  Boswell  says,  April  1778,  '  to  my  no  small 
surprise  I  found  him  to  be  a  Staffordshire  Whig,  a  being  which  I  did 
not  believe  existed,'  to  which  Johnson  replied,  '  there  are  rascals  in 
all  counties.'  Boswell  went  on  to  say  that  Eld  said  that  a  Tory  was 
a  creature  generated  between  a  non-juring  parson  and  one's  grand- 
mother. Of  course,  the  politics  of  the  second  Francis  Eld  are  no 
proof  of  his  uncle's.  But  Chetwynd  had,  I  think,  by  this  time 
broken,  or  was  on  the  point  of  breaking,  with  Walpole  ;  he  was  the 
close  friend  of  Pulteney,  who,  however,  was  still  in  the  Government, 
and  he  may  have  been  opposed  by  Eld  as  a  Walpolean.  On  the 
other  hand,  I  think  it  hardly  likely  that  if  he  had  first  won  a  victory 
for  Walpole  he  would  have  been  unseated.  Chetwynd  was  an  anti- 
Walpolean  by  1726,  but  I  cannot  definitely  say  that  he  was  so  as  early 
as  1724.  As  the  late  member  was  a  Tory,  that  party  would  be  likely 
to  put  up  a  candidate  ;  and  in  that  case  Eld  would  probably  be  their 
candidate." 

2  The  unsuccessful  candidate,  William  Corbet,  was  the  heir 
apparent  and  son  of  Sir  Robert  Corbet,  Bart.,  of  Adderley,  Salop. 
He  succeeded  to  the  baronetcy  3  October  1740  ;  was  an  M.P.  (Whig) 
Montgomery  1727-41,  Ludlow  1741  till  death.  He  was  Clerk  of  the 
Pipe  1748  till  death,  but  he  died  15  September  1748.  (Beaven.) 
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Lichfield  :     Walter  Chetwynd  of  Grendon,  Esq.     (Whig)  (10) 

Richard  Plummer,  Esq  (Whig)  (11) 

elected  20  March  1722,  defeating  Thomas 

Clark,  Esq. 
Contest :  Chetwynd  (W.) 

Plummer  (W.) 

Clark  (  ) 

19  October  1722  Clark  petitioned.  No 
Report.   Petition  probably  withdrawn. 

Tarn  worth  :  Francis  Willoughby,  Esq   (Tory)  (12) 

*  Samuel  Bracebridge,  Esq   (Tory)  (13) 

elected  21  March  1722,  defeating  Richard 
Swynfen,  Esq.  (W.)  and  John  Jervis, 
Esq.  (W).1 
Contest : 2  Willoughby  (T.)         ...  214 
*Bracebridge  (T.)        ...  176 

Swynfen  (W.)   ...       ...  117 

Jervis  (W.)    57 

Swynfen  petitioned  against  Bracebridge 
and  the  House  resolved,  23  January 
1723  :  That  Mr.  Bracebridge  is  not 
duly  elected ;  that  Mr.  Swynfen  is 
duly  elected.  It  appears  that 
Swynfen  had  the  burgage  electors  and 
the  scot  and  lot  electors,  while  Brace- 
bridge relied  on  the  full  body  of  the 
freeholders,  many  being  non-resident. 


1  The  unsuccessful  candidate,  John  Jervis  of  Darlaston,  was 
born  1670  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  of  John  J.  of  Chatcull  (d.  1690), 
by  Elizabeth  (d.  1690),  daughter  and  heiress  of  Nicholas  Wakelin 
of  Gentleshaw,  Staffordshire.  He  married,  1692,  Mary,  daughter 
and  heiress  of  John  Swynfen  of  Swynfen,  M.P.  (see  Pari.  1640-60), 
the  Whig.  He  followed  his  father-in-law's  politics,  and  from  his 
fifth  son,  Swynfen  Jervis,  are  descended  the  Parker-Jervis  family  of 
Meaford.  He  was  J. P.  and  D.L.  for  Staffordshire,  and  sheriff  in  1708-9. 
He  died  3  March  1747. 

2  For  these  figures  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Beaven. 

Q 
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Richard  Swynfen,  Esq  (Whig)  (14) 

declared  elected  23  January  1723. 
by-election;  17  January  1727,  new  Writ 
issued  vice  Swynfen,  deceased, 

Major  George  Compton      ...       ...    (Tory)  (15) 

elected  unopposed  30  January  1727. 

(1)  Thomas  Catesby  Paget,  Lord  Paget.    Pari.  1715-22. 

(2)  Hon.  William  Leveson  Gower.    Pari.  1715-22. 

(3)  Thomas  Foley  of  Stoke  Edith,  Hereford,  M.P.  (Whig) 

Weobley  1691-5,  (Tory)  1695-8,  1698-1700,  Co.  Here- 
ford 1701,  1701-2,  1702-5,  1705-8,  1708-10,  1710-3, 
1713-5,  1715-22,  Stafford  1722-7,  1734-December 
1737. 

Born  c.  1670  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  of  Paul  Foley  (d.  1699) 
of  the  same,  Speaker  in  1695,  by  Mary,  daughter  of  Alderman 
John  Lane  of  the  City  of  London.  Matriculated,  Pemb.  Coll. 
Oxford,  16  Oct.  1685,  aged  15.  He  married  Anne,  daughter 
and  heiress  of  Essex  Knightley  of  Fawsley,  Northants  ;  and 
died  10  December  1737,  leaving  issue.  His  grandson  was 
created  Lord  Foley  in  1776.  His  father  was  Tory  Speaker, 
and  the  Foleys  changed  from  Whig  to  Tory  about  1692. 
Thomas  Foley  held  the  lucrative  life  appointment  of  Auditor 
of  the  Imprest,  to  which  he  was  appointed  by  Harley  in  1713. 
The  Foleys  and  the  Chetwynds  shared  the  control  of  Stafford, 
and  not  always  on  opposite  sides. 

(4)  Alderman  John  Dolphin  of_  Stafford,  M.P.  Stafford 

1722-May  1724. 
He  seems  to  have  had  a  seat  at  Shenstone  ;  was  Mayor 
of  Stafford  irt  the  last  year  of  Queen  Anne,  1714  ;  and  died 
17  May  1724. 1 

(5)  Francis  Eld  of  Seighford,  M.P.  Stafford  November 

1724- January  1725. 

Born  1691/2  ;  son  of  Francis  Eld  of  the  same  by  a 
Miss  Hunt  niece  of  Sam.  Hunt  of  Stourbridge. 2   He  matricu- 


1  See  also  Shaw's  Staffordshire,  II.  48.        2  Harl.  Soc.  lxiii.  p.  82 
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lated  at  Trinity  College,  Oxford,  18  July  1710,  aged  eighteen  ; 
was  barrister-at-law,  Middle  Temple,  1718  ;  Bencher  1729  ; 
treasurer  of  the  Middle  Temple  1744  ;  Master  in  Chancery, 
appointed  by  Lord  Chancellor  Macclesfield,  1724-60.  He  was 
expelled  the  House  on  the  plea  that  he  had  corruptly 
endeavoured  to  compromise  Lord  Chetwynd's  petition  against 
him,  23  January  1725  ;  the  real  reason  was  probably  his 
association  with  the  corrupt  Lord  Chancellor.  He  died 
5  March  1760.  From  his  nephew  and  successor,  Francis 
Eld,  are  descended  the  present  Elds  of  Seighford. 

(6)  Walter  Chetwynd,  first  Viscount  Chetwynd.  Pari. 

1702-5. 

(7)  Hon.  Thomas  Leveson  Gower,  M.P.  (Tory)  Newcastle 

1722-7. 

Born  1699  ;  third  son  of  Sir  John  Leveson  Gower,  Bart., 
M.P.1  (created  Lord  Gower  1702),  and  brother  of  the  first 
Earl  Gower.2  He  died  unmarried  12  August  1727,  aged 
twenty-seven  or  twenty-eight. 

(8)  Sir  Brian  Broughton,  Bart.    Pari.  1715-22. 

(9)  Sir  Walter  Wagstaff  Bagot  (fifth  Bart,  of  Blith- 

field),  M.P.  Newcastle,  Nov.  1724-7,  Staffs  1727-34, 
1734-41,  1741-7,  1747-54,  Oxford  University  1762- 
Jan.  1768. 

Born  1702  ;  son  and  heir  of  Sir  Edward  B.,  fourth  Bart., 
M.P.3  (d.  1712),  by  Frances  (Wagstaff).  He  married  1722/3, 
Barbara,  daughter  of  William  Legge,  Earl  of  Dartmouth, 
and  died  20  January  1768,  leaving  issue  among  others  a 
son,  also  M.P.  for  the  county.4 

He  was  a  Church  Tory,  as  have  been  all  his  family  ;  he 
voted  against  Walpole's  Excise  Bill,  for  the  repeal  of  the 
Septennial  Act  in  1734,  against  the  Hanoverian  troops  being 


1  Pari.  1690-5. 

*  See  William  Leveson  Gower,  M.P.,  Pari.  1715-22. 
3  Pari.  *  Pari.  1754-61. 

Q  2 
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taken  into  British  pay  in  1742,  and  till  within  the  last  four 
years  of  his  life  was  always  in  the  opposition  minority. 

(10)  Walter  Chetwynd.    Pari.  1715-22. 

(n)  Richard  Plumer  of  Blakesware,  Herts,  M.P.  (Whig) 
•  Lichfield     1722-7,    1727-34,    St.    Mawes  1734-41, 
Aldeburgh  1741-7,  Weymouth  1747-Nov.  1750. 

Born  c.  1685  ;  third  son  of  John  P.  of  the  same  (d.  171 9), 
by  Mary,  daughter  of  Willam  Hale  of  King's  Walden,  Herts. 
He  was  one  of  the  Lords  of  Trade  172 1-7,  1735-48.  He 
voted  for  the  payment  of  the  arrears  of  the  Civil  List  in  1729, 
but  against  Walpole's  Excise  Bill  in  1733,  which  is  no  doubt 
a  testimony  to  the  free  electoral  conditions  prevailing  at 
Lichfield  at  the  time.  He  was  once  more  a  supporter  of 
Walpole  in  the  Parliament  of  1734-41,  when  he  again  held 
office.  His  brother,  Walter  Plumer  of  Chediston  Hall,  was 
also  an  M.P.,  1719-41.  Richard  P.  died  25  November  1750. 
I  do  not  know  whom  he  married,1  nor  can  I  explain  how  he 
came  to  sit  for  Lichfield. 

(12)  Hon.  Francis  Willoughby  (Lord  Middleton),  M.P. 

Notts  County  1713-5,  1715-22,  Tamworth  1722-7. 

Born  1693  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  of  Sir  Thomas  W.,  Bart., 
of  Wollaton,  Notts,  and  of  Middleton,  Warwickshire,  who 
was  created  Baron  Middleton  January  17 12  to  increase  the 
Tory  strength  in  the  Lords  (d.  1729),  by  Elizabeth,  daughter 
and  coheiress  of  Sir  Richard  Rothwell,  Bart.,  of  Ewerby, 
Lines.  He  married,  in  1723,  Mary,  daughter  and  coheiress 
of  Thomas  Edwards  of  the  Middle  Temple  ;  and  died  31 
July  1758. 2  Middleton  is  quite  close  to  Tamworth,  and 
where  he  took  his  title  there  he  lived.  Collins,  Peerage, 
makes  him  sit  for  Notts  at  the  age  of  seventeen  ! 

(13)  Samuel  Bracebridge.    Pari.  1710-13. 


1  See,  perhaps,  Clutterbuck's  Herts,  III.  550.  (Pink.) 

2  Complete  Peerage. 
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(14)  Hon.  George  Compton  (Earl  of  Northampton),  M.P, 
Tamworth  Jan.  1727-27,  Northampton  1727-34, 
Northampton  and  Tamworth  (preferring  Northampton) 
1734-41,  Northampton  1741-7,  1747-54,  1754  till  a 
Peer  in  the  same  year. 

Born  c.  1692  ;  second  son  of  George  C,  Earl  of  Northamp- 
ton (d.  1727),  by  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  Whittle  of 
Lancashire.  He  married,  in  1748,  Frances,  daughter  of  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Payne.  In  1713,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one, 
he  was  Major  of  the  second  Troop  of  Horse  Guards.  Although 
a  Tory,  he  accepted  office  under  Carteret  and  Pulteney 
after  the  fall  of  Walpole,  and  was  a  Lord  of  the  Treasury  1742-4, 
his  Whig  uncle,  Wilmington,  being  First  Lord  when  he  was 
appointed.  He  succeeded  his  brother  as  Earl  of  Northampton 
in  1754,  and  died  s.p.  6  December  1758.  His  brother  was 
one  of  the  Tory  Peers  made  in  January  171 2  to  pass  the 
Treaty  of  Utrecht,  and  had  married  the  granddaughter  and 
heiress  of  the  last  Sir  Humphrey  Ferrers  of  Tamworth  ;  this 
gave  George  Compton  his  seat  at  Tamworth.  The  Compton 
daughter  and  heiress  married  into  the  Townshend  family, 
and  so  established  the  Townshend  interest  in  the  Tamworth 
Borough. 
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ii  June  1727. 

Parliament  of  1727-34. 

Summoned  to  meet  28  November  1727 ;  held  seven 
Sessions ;  dissolved  18  April  1734.  The  dissident  Whigs 
under  Pulteney  (Earl  of  Bath)  and  Carteret  had  then  only 
recently  come  into  being,  and  the  opposition  might  still  be 
classed  as  mainly  Tory.  It  was  during  this  Parliament  that  the 
opposition  of  the  country  to  corruption  and  placemen  solidi- 
fied. Staffordshire  was  overwhelmingly  opposition.  The 
strict  Tories  were  the  two  Leveson  Gowers,  Bagot,  Nightin- 
gale, Ward  and  Willoughby ;  the  anti-Walpolean  Whigs 
were  Lord  Chetwynd  and  Lord  Inchiquin,  though  the  latter 
supported  Walpole  in  1729,  and  may  not  have  definitely 
abandoned  him  till  a  year  or  two  later  ;  the  Government 
Whigs,  both  placemen  at  the  time  of  the  election,  were 
Walter  Chetwynd  of  Grendon  and  Richard  Plumer.  When 
Chetwynd  of  Grendon  was  appointed  to  the  Barbadoes  even 
this  last  Whig  seat  was  taken  by  a  Tory,  1731. 

The  voting  on  three  subjects  has  been  preserved.  In 
1729  the  grant  of  £115,000  for  the  arrears  of  the  Civil  List 
was  carried  by  241  to  115.  Chetwynd  of  Grendon,  Plumer 
and  Inchiquin  were  in  the  Government  majority  ;  the  two 
Gowers,  Lord  Chetwynd  and  Ward  against.  In  1733,  as  a 
result  of  great  pressure,  Walpole's  Excise  Bill  was  carried 
by  266  to  205.  No  Staffordshire  Member  dared  to  vote  in 
the  majority ;  all,  save  Vernon,  who  must  have  been  com- 
pulsorily  absent,  voted  against  this  just  but  unpopular  measure. 
Lastly,  all  the  popular  parties,  all  those  who  had  no  places 
and  stood  for  reform,  regarded  the  Repeal  of  the  Septennial 
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Act  as  the  first  of  reforms.  On  the  Motion  for  its  repeal 
in  1734  this  growing  body  was  voted  down  by  247  to  184. 
Plumer  alone  of  the  Staffordshire  Members  was  in  the  majority  ; 
all  the  others  (save  Willoughby,  absent)  voted  with  the  184. 
There  were  contests  at  Lichfield  and  Tamworth  in  1727 ; 
at  the  former  the  Whigs  won  ;  at  the  latter  a  Whig  was  beaten, 
and  both  parties  seem  to  have  voted  for  the  anti-Walpolean 
Whig. 

County:      William  Leveson  Gower,  Esq.       ...     (Tory)  (r) 
Sir  Walter  Wagstaff  Bagot,  Bart.  ...    (Tory)  (2) 
elected  unopposed  31  August  1727. 

Stafford  :     Walter,  Viscount  Chetwynd 

(Anti-Walpolean  W.)  (3) 
Joseph  Gascoigne  Nightingale,  Esq.     (Tory)  (4) 
elected  unopposed  18  August  1727. 

Newcastle  :  Baptist  Leveson  Gower,  Esq.       ...    (Tory)  (5) 

John  Ward,  Esq   (Tory)  (6) 

elected  unopposed  19  August  1727. 

Lichfield  :     Walter  Chetwynd  of  Grendon,  Esq.    (Whig)  (7) 

Richard  Plummer,  Esq  (Whig)  (8) 

elected  17  August  1727,  defeating  Sir 
John  Statham,  Kt.  (T.)1  and  Thomas 
Bagshaw  (T.). 
Contest :  Chetwynd 
Plummer 

Statham 
Bagshaw 
Poll  not  recorded. 


1  The  unsuccessful  candidate,  Sir  John  Statham,  Kt.,  was  of 
Tidswell,  Derbyshire,  son  of  Thomas  S.  of  the  same,  attorney  at  law, 
by  Barbara,  daughter  of  Cromwell  Meverell  of  Tidswell,  and  sister 
and  heiress  of  Obadiah  Tidswell  (?)  He  was  a  Tory  and  sat  for  St. 
Michael's  1713-5.  He  was  Surveyor  General  of  the  Duchy  of  Corn- 
wall, and  a  Gentleman  of  the  Privy  Chamber.  He  married  Bridget, 
daughter  of  Henry  Wigley  of  Wigwell,  Derbyshire,  and  died  in  1759- 
He  was  knighted  18  June  17 14  (Pink). 
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by-election;  i  May  1731,  new  Writ  issued 
vice  Chetwynd,  appointed  Governor  of 
the  Barbadoes, 
George  Venables  Vernon,  Esq.      ...     (Tory)  (9) 

elected  unopposed  20  May  173 1. 

William  Chetwynd,  brother  of  the  late 
M.P.,  had  intended  to  stand  also,  but 
"  found  some  pretended  friends  had 
underhand  made  interest  against  him, 
and  that  the  Returning  Officer  was 
entirely  in  Mr.  Vernon's  interest."1 

Tamworth  :  Earl  Inchiquin  ...      (Anti-Walpolean  Whig)  (10) 

Thomas  Willoughby,  Esq   (Tory)  (11) 

elected    21     August    1727,  defeating 

Thomas  Abney,  Esq.  (Whig).2 
Contest:  Inchiquin  (A.-W.W.)    ...  230 

Willoughby  (T.)   144 

Abney  (W.)    114 

(1)  Hon.  William  Leveson  Gower.    Pari.  1715-22. 

(2)  Sir  Walter  Wagstaff  Bagot,  Bart.    Pari.  1722-7. 

(3)  Walter,  first  Viscount  Chetwynd.    Pari.  1702-5. 

(4)  Joseph  Gascoigne  Nightingale  of  Newport,  Essex, 

M.P.  Stafford  1727-34. 
Baptised  19  December  1695  ;    son  of  the  Rev.  Joseph 
Gascoigne,  Vicar  of  Enfield,  Middlesex,  by  Anne,  daughter 

1  Read's  Weekly  Journal,  1. 5.1 731. 

2  The  unsuccessful  candidate,  Thomas  Abney,  was  of  Willesley, 
Derbyshire.  He  was  son  of  Sir  Edward  A.  and  nephew  of  Sir  Thomas 
A.  (1633-1728),  Lord  Mayor  of  London  in  1701.  He  entered  the 
Inner  Temple  in  1697  >  was  called  to  the  Bar  1713,  a  bencher  1733. 
After  serving  the  office  of  Judge  of  the  Marshalsea,  he  was  appointed 
Baron  of  the  Exchequer  in  November  1740  and  in  February  1743 
Justice  of  the  Common  Pleas,  dying  of  the  Gaol  Fever  in  May  1750. 
He  married  Frances,  daughter  of  Joshua  Burton  of  Brackley,  Northants. 
(Pink.)  Mr.  Wolferstan  sold  the^  Moat  House,  Tamworth,  to  William 
Abney  in  1752,  and  Abney  sold  it  in  1767  to  Lord  Townshend.  This 
indicates  a  personal  connection  with  the  borough. 
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and  heiress  of  Francis  Therkeld  of  Barking,  Suffolk,  by  Anne, 
daughter  of  Robert  Nightingale  (eldest  son  of  Sir  Thomas 
N.,  first  baronet  of  Newport,  Essex).  He  took  the  name  of 
Nightingale  on  becoming  heir  to  his  kinsman,  Sir  Robert  N., 
fifth  baronet,  in  1722. 1  He  married  in  1725  Elizabeth 
Shirley,  eldest  daughter  and  coheiress  of  Washington  Shirley, 
second  Earl  Ferrers  of  Chartley.  (She  died  17  August  173 1, 
and  there  is  a  beautiful  monument  to  her  in  Westminster 
Abbey.)  J.  G.  Nightingale  died  16  July  1752,  and  is  also 
buried  in  the  Abbey.2 

He  owed  his  seat  at  Stafford  to  the  Ferrers'  influence, 
exercised  from  Chartley.  Chartley  Castle  seems  never  after 
to  have  had  any  political  influence  on  Stafford. 

(5)  Hon.  Baptist  Leveson  Gower,  M.P.  Newcastle  (Tory) 

1727-34,  1734-41.  I74I-7,  (Whig)  i747-54>  i754"6i. 
Born  1701  ;  fourth  son  of  the  first  Lord  Gower  ;  the  third 
younger  brother  of  the  first  Earl  Gower  to  sit  in  the  House 
in  the  Trentham  interest.  He  took  office  under  Pelham  in  the 
Broadbottom  Administration,  7  May  1745,  as  a  Commissioner 
of  Trade,  and  remained  in  office  until  1749.  He  died  un- 
married 4  August  1782.  From  the  time  that  the  Leveson 
Gowers  were  reconciled  to  the  Hanoverians  till  the  death 
of  their  kinsman,  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  the  head  of  the 
"  Bloomsbury  Gang,"  in  177 1,  they  generally  supported  and 
shared  the  Government  of  the  day  as  Whigs  of  the  Bedford 
section.  His  two  elder  brothers,  William3  and  Thomas,4  also 
sat  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

(6)  John  Ward  (Viscount  Dudley  and  Ward),  M.P.  New- 

castle 1727-34. 

Born  c.  1700  ;  son  and  heir  of  William  Ward  of  Willings- 
worth,  M.P.5  (d.  1720),   by   Mary  (Grey).    He  married  (1) 


1  July  16  1722  :  Died  Sir  Robert  Nightingale  of  Enfield,  worth 
^300,000  ;  the  principal  part  is  left  to  one  Robert  (sic)  Gascoign, 
a  relation.   (Geneal.  IV.  N.S.  32.) 

2  Pink.  3  Pari.  1715-22. 
4  Pari.  1722-7.  5  Pari.  17 10-3. 
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in  1723  Anna  Maria  (d.  1725),  daughter  of  Charles  Bouchier 
of  Clontarf  ;  (2)  in  1745  Mary,  daughter  of  John  Carver  of 
London.  He  stood  jointly  with  Leveson  Gower  in  1727  and 
1734,  but  was  defeated  in  the  latter  year.  In  1740  he  succeeded 
his  cousin  as  sixth  Baron  Ward,  and  by  Lord  Bute  he  was 
created  Viscount  Dudley  and  Ward  in  1763.  He  voted 
steadily  Tory  all  his  life,  both  in  the  Commons  and  in  the 
Lords,1  and  died  6  May  1774. 

(7)  Walter  Chetwynd.    Pari.  1715-22. 

(8)  Richard  Plumer.    Pari.  1722-7. 

(9)  George  Venables  Vernon  of  Sudbury,  Derby  (Baron 

Vernon  of  Kinderton),  M.P.  Lichfield  May  1731-4, 
1734-41,  1741-7,  Derby  1754-61,  1761-2. 

Born  1709  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  of  Henry  Vernon  of  Sud- 
bury, M.P.2  (d,  1719),  by  Anne  (Pigott).  He  assumed  the 
additional  name  of  Venables  on  succeeding  to  the  estates  of 
his  maternal  ancestors  ;  and  was  created  Baron  Vernon  of 
Kinderton  in  1762.  His  Sudbury  estate  is  given  as  worth 
£4000  a  year.  He  married  three  times  :  (1)  Mary  (d.  1740), 
daughter  and  coheiress  of  Thomas  Lord  Howard  of  Effingham, 
and  mother  of  the  second  Baron  Vernon  ;  (2)  Anne  (d.  1742), 
daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Lee  ;  (3)  Martha  (d.  1794),  sister 
of  Simon,  first  Earl  Harcourt,  and  heiress  of  that  ancient 
house.  Her  two  sons  by  Lord  Vernon  carried  on  the  lines  of 
the  Lords  Vernon  and  the  Lords  Harcourt. 

The  first  Lord  Vernon  died  21  August  1780.  He  was  of 
a  Tory  family,  and  was  in  constant  opposition,  and  in  1747 
he  was  defeated  in  the  famous  Lichfield  election  by  the  houses 
of  Trentham  and  Shugborough.  He  got  his  peerage  from 
Lord  Bute,  and  Mr.  Beaven  calls  him  a  Tory  throughout, 
in  so  far  as  there  could  be  said  to  be  a  Tory  Party  from  1747 
to  1761. 


1  Beaven. 


8  Pari.  1 7 13-5. 
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(10)  William    O'Brien,    Earl   Inchiquin,   M.P.  (Whig) 

Windsor  1722-7,  (Anti-Walpolean  Whig)  Tamworth 
1727-34,  Camelford  1741-7,  (Whig)  Aylesbury  1747-54. 

Born  16  ;  son  and  heir  of  William  O'Brien,  third  Earl 
(d.  1719),  by  Mary,  daughter  of  Sir  Edward  Villiers.  He 
married  1720  (1)  his  cousin  Anne,  suo  jure  Countess  of  Orkney, 
daughter  of  Lord  George  Hamilton,  Earl  of  Orkney;  (2)  1761 
Mary,  daughter  of  Stephen,  1st  Visct.  Mount  Cashel.  He  was 
K.B.  1725  ;  Governor  of  County  Clare  1741  ;  and  Gentleman 
of  the  Bedchamber  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  1744  till  the 
Prince's  death  in  1751.  He  died  without  surviving  male  issue 
18  July  1777,  and  is  buried  in  Cloyne  Cathedral. 

He  came  of  a  Whig  family,  and  probably  remained  attached 
to  the  Government  of  that  colour  till  after  1725,  in  which 
year  Walpole  made  him  one  of  the  new  K.B.'s.  That  he  left 
Windsor  in  1727  may  indicate  that  he  had  by  then  become 
detached  from  the  Government.  He  voted  against  the  Govern- 
ment in  1733-4,  being  then  an  anti-Walpolean  Whig  or  Patriot, 
having  supported  it  in  1729,  and  his  appointment  to  the 
Household  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  shows  that  at  that  date 
(1744)  he  was  connected  with  the  "Patriot  "  Party. 

(11)  Hon.  Thomas  Willoughby,  M.P.  Cambridge  University 

1720-2,  1722-7,  Tamworth  1727-34. 
Born  1694  ;  second  son  of  Sir  Thomas  W.  of  Wollaton, 
Notts,  and  Middleton,  Warwickshire  (created  Baron  1712, 
d.  1729),  by  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  coheiress  of  Sir  Richard 
Rothwell,  Bart.,  of  Ewerby,  Lines.  He  married  in  or  before 
1726  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  heiress  of  Thomas  Southby 
of  Birdsall,  Yorks.  He  died  31  December  1742,  and  from  him 
descend  the  present  Lords  Middleton.  His  elder  brother 
sat  for  Tamworth  in  the  Parliament  of  1722-7. 
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Parliament  of  17 34-41. 

Summoned  to  meet  13  June  1734  ;  held  seven  sessions  ; 
dissolved  28  April  1741.  The  elections  for  this  Parliament 
were  held  after  the  dropping  of  Walpole's  Excise  Bill.  His 
power  was  shaken  ;  the  anti-Walpolean  Whigs  were  getting 
more  numerous,  and  were  being  called  "  Patriots."  The 
Gowers,  now  dominating  Staffordshire,  were  still  pillars  of 
Toryism. 

There  were  contests  at  Stafford — a  Tory  victory ;  at 
Newcastle — a  Whig  gain  of  one  seat  over  the  Trentham  interest ; 
and  at  Tamworth — a  Whig  victory.  Altogether  we  may 
count  Lawton  and  Lord  John  Sackville  as  Whigs,  Chetwynd 
as  an  anti-Walpolean  Whig,  the  two  Leveson  Gowers,  Bagot, 
Foley,  Compton,  Hill  and  Vernon  as  Tories. 

The  supporters  of  the  Government  who  voted  for  the 
Address  in  1739,  approving  the  convention  with  Spain,  included 
only  Lawton  and  Sackville ;  the  two  Gowers,  Bagot,  Cotes,  Hill, 
Vernon  and  the  two  Chetwynds  voted  against  the  Government. 

The  Daily  Post  of  21  July  1733  contains  the  following 
letter,  giving  a  picture  of  the  politics  of  that  day  in  Lichfield. 
"  Lichfield,  July  17.  This  day  G.  V.  Vernon,  Esq.,  M.P., 
attended  by  Sir  Rowland  Hill  and  all  the  gentlemen  of  dis- 
tinction in  the  county,  was  met  in  his  way  hither  by  the  Corpora- 
tion, when  Mr.  Deputy  Recorder  thanked  him  for  the  services 
he  had  done  them  and  the  Kingdom  in  his  zealous  opposition 
to  the  Excise  Bill.  .  .  .  They  proceeded  to  the  George 
Inn.  ...  He  and  Sir  Rowland  declared  their  design  of 
being  candidates  for  this  place  at  the  ensuing  election  .  .  . 
and  a  great  number  of  hogsheads  of  ale  given  to  the  populace." 
The  Whigs  did  not  care  to  face  this  position  ;  and,  indeed, 
there  was  probably  no  place  in  Staffordshire  more  inclined  to 
Jacobitism  or  more  zealous  for  the  Pretender  in  1745  than 
was  Lichfield. 

County  :     *  William  Leveson  Gower,  Esq.  (Tory)       ...  (1) 

*Sir  Walter  Bagot,  Bart.  (Tory)    (2) 

elected  unopposed  2  May  1734. 
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Stafford :     Thomas  Foley,  Auditor  of  the  Imprest 

(Tory)    ...  (3) 

William  Chetwynd,  Master  of   the  Mint 

(Anti-Walpolean  Whig)         ...       ...  (4) 

elected  25  April  1734,  defeating  Thomas 
Parker  (Whig)1  and  John  Dolphin  of 
Shenstone  (Whig).2 

Contest :  Foley  (T.)   231 

Chetwynd  (A.-W.W.)  226 

Parker  (W.)         ...  194 
Dolphin  (W.)        ...  81 
by-election ;  24  January  1738,  New  Writ 
issued  vice  Foley,  deceased, 


1  Sir  Thomas  Parker  of  Park  Hall  was  the  chief  Baron  of  the 
Exchequer  1742-72,  and  his  life  is  given  in  the  Dictionary  of  National 
Biography.  He  was  the  second  son  of  George  Parker  of  the  same 
[d.  1715),  by  Margaret,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Turton,  I^.B.,  Whig  M.P. 
(see  Pari.  168 1).  He  was  educated  at  Lichfield  Grammar  School, 
succeeded  his  brother  William  at  Park  Hall  by  Longton  in  1726.  He 
married  (1)  Anne,  daughter  of  James  Whitehall  of  Pipe  Ridware,  by 
whom  he  had  two  sons  (the  second,  George,  being  father  of  Admiral 
Sir  William  Parker)  ;  and  (2)  Martha,  daughter  of  Edward  Strong  of 
Greenwich,  by  whom  he  had  two  daughters.  The  elder,  Martha, 
married  Sir  John  Jervis,  Lord  St.  Vincent. 

*  That  Dolphin  was  a  Whig  I  deduce  from  his  votes  in  Lichfield 
in  1753.  But  the  election  was  in  fact  an  attack  on  the  Foley-Chetwynd 
combine.  The  Daily  Journal  of  30  April  1734  states,  as  to  this  election  : 
"  There  were  several  just  objections  made  by  Messrs.  Parker  and 
Dolphin  which  were  disallowed  ;  just  objections  being  allowed  on  each 
side,  the  Poll  stands  thus  :  Parker  190,  Dolphin  77,  Foley  185,  Chetwynd 
180.  The  objections  were  not  only  rejected  but  the  votes  of  many 
burgesses  who  have  an  undoubted  right,  and  were  polled  by  Mr.  Parker 
and  Mr.  Dolphin,  were  refused  to  be  taken  by  the  Mayor,  and  these 
being  added  the  Poll  stands  thus  :  Parker  259,  Dolphin  117,  Foley  191, 
Chetwynd  185.  'Tis  to  be  observed  that  Mr.  Dolphin  offered  himself 
a  candidate  on  Tuesday  last  and  not  before  ;  had  he  done  it  sooner 
many  of  the  burgesses  who  voted  for  the  candidates  would  have  voted 
for  him.  How  the  Returning  Officer  will  answer  for  his  behaviour 
and  Return  he  best  knows."  Parker  petitioned,  but  failed  to  change 
the  Return. 
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John,  Viscount  Chetwynd  (Anti-Walpolean 

Whig)    (5) 

elected  unopposed  31  January  1738. 
Thomas  Parker  of  Park  Hall  was  to  have 

opposed  Chetwynd,  but  withdrew  at 

the  last  moment. 

Newcastle  :*  Baptist  Leveson  Gower,  Esq.  (Tory)       ...  (6) 
John  Lawton,  junior,  Esq.  (Whig)  ...  (7) 

elected  1  May  1734,  defeating  John  Ward 
of  Dudley  (Tory),  and  Edward  Sneyd 

(Whig).* 

Contest :  Gower  (T.)   259 

Lawton  (W.)        ...  236 

Ward  (T.)  ...       "  212 

Sneyd  (W.)   179 

"  A  scrutiny  was  demanded  by  Mr. 
Ward,  and  afterwards  Mr.  Gower 
and  Mr.  Lawton  were  declared 
duly  elected."2 
by-election;  18  November  1740,  new 
Writ  issued  vice  Lawton,  deceased, 

Randle  Wilbraham,  Esq.  (Tory)    (8) 

elected  26  November  1740,  defeating  four 
dummy  candidates.3 


1  444  Burgesses  polled. — Pape.  Mr.  Beaven  has  the  Poll  Book  of 
this  Election.  The  names  given  as  voting  are  442  (G.  and  W.  207  ; 
L.  and  S.  178  ;  G.  and  L.  52  ;  W.  and  L.  5).  The  mayor  and  8  alder- 
men voted  for  Gower  and  Ward.  102  electors  are  described  as 
"  journeymen  hatter,"  and  there  are  29  other  "  hatters."  21  labourers 
gave  their  votes. 

2  "  Mr.  Lawton,  and  Mr.  Sneyd  who  joined  interest  with  Mr.  Lawton, 
had  upwards  30  more  votes  to  poll  when  the  books  were  closed  by 
consent." — Daily  Journal,  4  May  1734. 

3  The  unsuccessful  candidates  were  obviously  put  up  without  their 
consent  by  burgesses  anxious  to  have  a  contest  and  a  jollification. 
I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Beaven  for  the  contest  and  figures. 
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Contest :  Wilbraham  (T.)     ...  348 

John  Offley  (W.)  ...  8 
Sir  Brian  Broughton, 

Bart.  (W.)        ...  2 
Adl.  Edw.  Vernon 


Rowland  Cotton  (T.)  1 

Lichfield  :     Sir  Rowland  Hill,  Bart.  (Tory)    (9) 

♦George  Venables  Vernon,  Esq.  (Tory)      ...  (10) 
elected  unopposed  16  May  1734. 


George  Compton,  Esq.  (Tory)    (12) 

elected  29  April  1734,  defeating  Serjeant 
Joseph  Girdler  (Tory).  Mr.  Beaven 
gives  the  poll  as  follows  : 

Contest :  Sackville  (W.)       ...  168 
Compton  (T.)        ...  144 

Girdler  (T.)...       ...  30 

by-election ;  2  r  March  1735,  new  Writ 
issued  vice  Compton,  preferring  to 
sit  for  Northampton, 

Dr.  Charles  Cotes  (Tor}/)    (13) 

elected  3  April  1735,  defeating  the  Earl  of 
Inchiquin  (Whig). 

Contest  :x  Cotes  (T.)   117 


Inchiquin  (W.)      ...  92 

(1)  Hon.  William  Leveson  Gower.    Pari.  1715-22. 

(2)  Sir  Walter  Wagstaff  Bagot,  Bart.    Pari.  1722-7. 

(3)  Thomas  Foley,  Esq.    Pari.  1722-7. 

(4)  William  Richard  Chetwynd  (Third  Vise.  Chetwynd). 

Pari.  1715-22. 


(Patriot) 


1 


Tarn  worth  :  Lord  John  Sackville  (Whig) 


(11) 


1  For  this  poll  also  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Beaven. 
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(5)  John,  Second  Viscount  Chetwynd,  M.P,  (Whig)  St. 

Mawes  1715-22,  Stockbridge  1722-7,  1727-34,  (Anti- 
Walpolean  Whig)  Stafford  January  1738-41,  1741-7. 

Born  c.  1680  ;  younger  brother  of  Walter  C,  first  Viscount 
Chetwynd  (d.  1736),  formerly  member  for  the  borough.1  He 
was  Receiver  General  for  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  1702-18  ; 
Envoy  to  Savoy  1706-10  ;  a  Lord  of  Trade  1714-28  ;  Envoy 
to  Spain  1717-8  ;  Recorder  of  Stafford  1735-67.  His  sons 
died  without  issue,2  and  Ingestre  passed  with  his  daughter  to 
the  Talbot  family.  He  died  in  1767,  and  was  succeeded  in 
his  Viscounty  by  his  brother,  William  Richard  Chetwynd, 
third  Viscount  and  M.P.  for  Stafford  1715-22. 

John,  Lord  Chetwynd,  was  at  first  a  Godolphin  Tory ; 
after  1705  he  was  perhaps  a  Whig.  Walpole  gave  him  office  ; 
Stanhope  sent  him  to  Spain ;  after  the  1727  election  he 
gradually  went  over  to  the  Patriots,  and  lost  his  office  in  1728. 
He  was  reconciled  to  the  Whigs  in  1744  when  the  Leveson 
Gowers  and  the  Chetwynds  joined  the  Administration.  It  will 
be  observed  that  the  two  brothers  sat  together  for  Stafford 
from  1738-47,  but  the  younger  remained  the  longer  with  Sir 
Robert  Walpole,  and  retained  his  lucrative  office  at  the  Mint. 

(6)  Hon  Baptist  Leveson  Gower.    Pari.  1727-34. 

(7)  John  Lawton,  Esq.,  of  Lawton,  M.P.,  Newcastle  1734- 

July  1740. 

Born  c.  1700  ;  third  but  first  surviving  son  of  John  L.  of 
the  same,  M.P.3  (d.  1736),  by  Anne  (Montague),  sister  of  the 
first  Earl  of  Halifax.  In  his  Obituary  in  the  London  Daily 
Post  it  says  :  "  He  gave  up  a  place  of  £200  a  year  to  stand  for 
Newcastle,  but  was  appointed  a  Commissioner  of  Excise  in 
September  1737.  His  estate  was  worth  £1800  a  year.  He 
married  the  widow  of  Sir  Cowper  of  Stroud,  Sussex,  Bart." 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  he  married,  in  July  1733,  Mrs.  Cooper, 


1  Pari.  1702-5. 

2  See  William  Richard  Chetwynd,  Pari.  1754-61. 

3  Pari.  1689-90. 
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a  widowed  gentlewoman  who  had  a  fortune  of  £30,000, 1  and 
there  never  was  a  Cowper,  baronet  or  knight,  of  Stroud ;  and 
he  certainly  was  not  a  Commissioner  of  Excise  :  his  name  does 
not  appear  in  any  lists  as  such,  and  the  appointment  would 
have  vacated  his  seat.2  The  post  he  gave  up  was  that  of 
Clerk  of  the  Securities  of  the  Excise  Office,  to  which  he  had 
been  appointed  c.  1722  ;  he  was  also  Deputy  Chamberlain  of 
the  Exchequer  c.  1722-35,  and  Deputy  Teller  of  the  Exchequer 
I735~S.  He  died  7  July  1740,  s.p.,  and  was  succeeded  at 
Lawton  by  his  half-brother  r  Robert  Lawton.  Jane,  his  widow, 
afterwards  married  Sir  William  Moreton,  of  Moreton,  Cheshire, 
Recorder  of  London  (d.  1763).  Jane,  "  Lady  of  Sir  William 
Moreton,"  was  buried  in  Astbury  Church,  22  February  1758. 

(8)  Randle  Wilbraham  of  Rode,  Cheshire,  M.P.  New- 

castle November  1740-1,  1741-7,  Appleby  1747-54, 
Newton  1754-61,  176 1-8. 

Born  1694 ;  second  son  of  Randle  W.  of  Nantwich,  by  Mary, 
daughter  of  Sir  Richard  Brooke,  bart.,  of  Norton,  Cheshire.  He 
matriculated  at  BrasenoseColL,  Oxf.,  to  Oct.  1711,  aged  16  ;  bar.- 
at-law,  Lincoln's  Inn,  1718  ;  Treasurer,  1754.  Vice-Chamber- 
lain of  Cheshire  and  Deputy  Steward  of  Oxford  University. 3  He 
married,  in  1722,  Dorothy,  daughter  of  Andrew  Kenrick  of 
Chester,  and  died  3  December  1770,  being  succeeded  by  his 
son,  Richard  Wilbraham  Bootle,  the  direct  ancestor  of  the 
Earls  of  Lathom.  His  politics  were  Tory.  He  voted  against 
the  Hanoverian  troops  being  taken  into  English  pay  ;  and 
after  the  Gowers  "ratted"  he  left  Newcastle  and  sat  for  other 
seats  where  the  patrons  were  Tory. 

(9)  Sir  Rowland   Hill,  Bart.,  of  Hawkestone,  Salop, 

M.P.  Lichfield  1734-41. 

Born  c.  1700  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  of  John  Hill  of  Light  wick, 
by  Sarah,  daughter  of  John  Stubbs  of  Shaw  in  Kingsley.  He 
succeeded  to  Hawkestone  on  the  death  of  his  uncle,  the  Rt. 
Hon.  Richard  Hill,  in  1727,  having  been  created  baronet  earlier 


1  Gent.  Mag. 


2  Beaven. 


*  Pink. 
R 
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in  the  same  year.  He  married,  1i732,  Jane  (a  fortune  of 
£30,000),  daughter  of  Sir  Brian  Brought  on,  Bart.,  M.P.,1  and  died 
17  August  1783.  His  uncle  had  been  a  Tory  but  had  supported 
the  Hanoverian  succession  ;2  Sir  Rowland  was  a  Tory  and  he 
gave  Tory  votes  at  the  Lichfield  elections.  His  estate  was 
worth  £8000  a  year,  apart  from  his  wife's  fortune. 

(10)  George  Venables  Vernon,  Esq.    Pari.  1727-34. 

(11)  Lord  John  Philip  Sackville,  M.P.  Tamworth  1734-41, 
1741-7. 

Born  1712/3  ;  second  son  of  Lionel  Cranfield  Sackville, 
created  Duke  of  Dorset  1720  (d  1765),  by  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  General  Walter  Colyear.  He  married,  c.  1744,  Frances, 
daughter  of  John,  first  Earl  Gower.  His  mother  was  Maid 
of  Honour  to  Queen  Anne,  and  First  Lady  of  the  Bedchamber 
to  Caroline,  both  as  Princess  of  Wales  and  as  Queen.  His 
father  the  Duke  was  a  Whig  adherent  of  George  I,  and  was 
President  of  the  Council  after  Walpole's  fall,  1741-51.  Lord 
John  was  a  Whig  with  a  personal  connection  with  the  Leveson 
Gowers  after  they  went  Whig.    He  died  3  December  1765. 

(12)  Hon.  George  Compton  (Earl  of  Northampton).  Pari. 

1722-7. 

(13)  Dr.   Charles  Cotes,   M.D.,   M.P.   Tamworth  April 

1735-41,  March  1742-7. 
Born  1686/7,  son  of  Charles  C.  of  Woodcote,  by  Lettice 
(Digby),  and  younger  brother  of  the  John  Cotes,  M.P. 
(p.  202)  who  married  Lady  Dorothy  Ferrers.  He  was 
admitted  to  Merton  Coll.,  Oxf.,  1704,  Fellow  of  Oriel, 
1709;  bar.  Inner  Temple,  1712.  He  married  Deborah, 
daughter  of  William  Cheselden,  surgeon  to  Chelsea  Hospital, 
who  survived  him  and  died  in  1763.  He  died  21  March  1748. 
Mr.  Beaven  thinks  he  was  a  Tory.  His  name  appears  in  the 
list  (Gent.  Mag.  for  May  1741,  p.  232)  of  "Some  Commoners 
who  voted  unexpectedly  against  a  late  motion  " — i.e.,  Sandys' 
motion  13  February  1740/1  to  remove  Walpole  from  the  King's 


1  Pari.  1715-22.  2  Diet.  Nat.  Biog. 
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Councils.  Of  the  twenty-one  names  twenty  are  certainly  Tory. 
He  voted  against  Walpole's  Spanish  Convention  in  1739;  and 
after  Carteret  had  replaced  Walpole,  he  is  found  voting  for  the 
retention  of  the  Hanoverian  troops,  as  did  most  of  the 
Patriots,  as  well  as  Walpole's  followers.  His  opponent  in  1735 
was  Inchiquin,  who  was  a  Whig  verging  towards  Patriotism, 
and  Cotes  succeeded  to  a  Tory  seat.  The  fact  of  his  winning 
his  petition  in  1742  points  to  his  being  a  Tory  or  a  Patriot, 
but  on  the  other  hand  his  then  opponent,  Floyer,  was  also  a 
Tory.  No  doubt  the  Ferrers'  influence  placed  Cotes  in  the 
Tamworth  seat;  Floyer  represented  the  smaller  independent 
gentry.  Or  the  doctor  may,  quite  unusually,  have  changed 
from  Tory  to  Whig  in  1741. 


Parliament  of  1741-7. 

Summoned  to  meet  25  June  1741  ;  dissolved  18  June  1747. 
This  Parliament  was  elected  during  the  hostility  to  Walpole 
caused  by  his  attitude  towards  the  war  with  Spain.  Parties 
were  nearly  equal,  but  he  was  driven  out  of  office  in  February 
1742.  Spencer  Compton,  Earl  of  Wilmington,  followed  for  a 
year  as  nominal  Premier,  Carteret  being  practically  Prime 
Minister  ;  in  1743  Pelham  became  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury, 
and  at  the  end  of  1744  his  reconstructed  "  Broad  Bottom 
Administration"  combined  most  sections  of  the  Whigs,  to 
whom  the  Leveson  Gowers  and  Thynnes,  hitherto  Tory,  soon 
gravitated,  attaching  themselves  to  the  "  Bloomsbury  Gang." 

The  electorate  made  a  great  effort  in  1741  to  put  an  end  to 
corruption,  but  Walpole's  successors  were  as  bad  as  Walpole, 
and  it  seemed  that  any  reform  had  ceased  to  be  possible. 
That  the  electors  were  not  wholly  satisfied  with  the  reforming 
zeal  of  the  Members  whom  they  had  sent  up  to  oust  Walpole 
and  abolish  corruption  may  be  guessed  from  the  following 
"  Address  "  that  was  sent  up  a  year  after  the  election  : 

"  We,  the  High  Sheriff  and  Grand  Jury  of  the  County  of 
Stafford,  take  this  opportunity,  .  .  .  Your  past  con- 
duct gives  us  the  highest  assurance  of  your  future  zeal  in 
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opposing  corruption  in  any  shape ;  in  restoring  the 
Freedom  and  Independancy  of  Parliament  ;  in  encourag- 
ing every  branch  of  Trade  ;       ...    .    and  to  support 

His  Majesty  to  carry  on  the  War  with  vigour  ;    .    .    .  'n 

* 

It  hints  a  doubt  of  the  zeal,  though  Gower  himself  had  not 
yet  taken  office. 

The  Gower  influence  now  seems  to  have  embraced  the 
whole  of  Staffordshire.  Gower  himself  was  made  Lord  Privy 
Seal  and  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  County  in  June  1742.  Two 
sons  and  a  son-in-law  sat  for  Staffordshire  seats  ;  the  Chetwynds 
were  so  far  his  followers  that  when  the  Bedford-Gower  faction 
became  reconciled  to  the  Administration  in  1744,  William 
Chetwynd  became  Master  of  the  Mint. 

After  Walpole's  fall  there  was  a  test  division  in  December 
1742.  The  Tories,  all  of  whom  were  against  the  Government, 
voted  against  taking  the  Hanoverian  troops  into  British  pay. 
They  were  beaten  by  260  to  193.  In  the  minority  were  the 
two  Gowers,  the  two  Chetwynds,  Bagot  and  Wilbraham  ;  in 
the  Government  majority  were  Sackville  and  Cotes.  Vernon 
and  Holte  abstained  ;  both  were  undoubted  Tories  but  were 
probably  anxious  to  please  the  King. 

The  critical  moment  at  which  the  Gowers  "  ratted*"2  must  be 
held  to  be  December  1744.  For  the  purposes  of  this  election 
they  must  be  ranked  as  Tories.  Therefore  the  1741  elections  in 
Staffordshire  resulted  in  the  return  of  six  Tories  and  two 
Patriots  unopposed,  and  the  winning  of  two  Whig 
seats  at  Tarn  worth,  one  at  the  election  and  one  after  a 
petition. 


1  Country  Journal,  4  Sept.  1742. 

*  From  Boswell's  Johnson,  c.  12  :  "Johnson  said  to  me  at  Ashbourne 
in  1777  :  '  You  know,  sir,  Lord  Gower  forsook  the  old  country  interest. 
WhenI  came  to  the  word  Renegado,  after  telling  that  it  meant  one  who 
deserts  to  the  enemy,  a  revolter,  I  added,  "  sometimes  we  say  a  Gower." 
Thus  it  went  to  the  press,  but  the  printer  had  more  wit  than  I  and 
struck  it  out.'  " 
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County:       William  Leveson  Gower,  Esq.  (Tory) 

*Sir  Walter  Wagstaff  Bagot,  Bart.  (Tory)  ... 
elected  unopposed  21  May  1741. 

Stafford  :    *John,  Viscount  Chetwynd  (Patriot) 
♦William  Chetwynd,  Esq.  (Patriot) 
elected  unopposed  5  May  1741.1 

by-election :  Writ  22  December  1744, 
William  Chetwynd  (Whig)  re-elected 
on  appointment  as  Master  of  the 
Mint. 

re-elected  unopposed  31  Decem- 
ber 1744. 

Newcastle  :  *Baptist  Leveson  Gower,  Esq.  (Tory) 

*Randle  Wilbraham,  Esq.  (Tory)   

elected  unopposed  6  May  1741.1 

by-election :  Writ  2  May  1745  on 
Gower' s  appointment  as  a  Lord  of 
Trade, 

♦Baptist  Leveson  Gower,  Esq.  (Whig) 
re-elected  unopposed  8  May  1745. 

Lichfield  :  *George  Venables  Vernon,  Esq.  (Tory) 

Sir  Lister  Holt,  Bart.  (Tory)   

elected  unopposed  14  May  1741. 

Tamworth  :  Lord  John  Sackville  (Whig)   

John  Floyer,  Esq.  (Tory)   

elected  6  May  1741,  defeating  Charles 
Cotes,  Esq.  (Tory). 
contest :  Sackville  (W.) 

Floyer  (T.)    156 


(1) 

(2) 

(3) 
(4) 


(5) 
(6) 


(5) 

(7) 
(8) 

(9) 
10) 


Cotes  (T. 


140 


1  The  electors  of  Newcastle  specially  instructed  their  Members  to 
recommend  a  strict  enquiry  into  Walpole's  Administration,  the  restora- 
tion of  Triennial  Parliaments,  and  the  suppression  of  Pensions. 
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Cotes  petitioned,  and  the  House 
resolved,  23  March  1742  :  "  That 
John  Floyer  is  not  duly  elected. 
That  Charles  Cotes  is  duly  elected."1 
.   Charles  Cotes,  Esq.  (Tory)   (11) 

(1)  Hon.  William  Leveson  Gower.    Pari.  1715-22. 

(2)  Sir  Walter  Wagstaff  Bagot,  Bart.    Pari.  1722-7. 

(3)  John,  Second  Viscount  Chetwynd.    Pari.  1734-41. 

(4)  William    Richard     Chetwynd     (Third  Viscount 

Chetwynd).    Pari.  1715-22. 

(5)  Hon.  Baptist  Leveson  Gower.    Pari.  1727-34.. 

(6)  Randle  Wilbraham,  Esq.    Pari.  1734-41. 

(7)  George  Venables  Vernon.    Pari.  1727-34. 

(8)  Sir  Lister  Holte,  Fifth  Bart,  of  Aston  Manor, 

Warwickshire,  M.P.  Lichfield  1741-7. 

Born  1720/1  ;  son  and  heir  of  Sir  Clobery  H.  of  the  same 
(d.  1729),  by  Barbara,  daughter  and  heiress  of  Thomas  Lister, 
of  Whitfield,  Northants.  He  matriculated  at  Magdalen  College, 
Oxford,  in  1737  ;  D.C.L.  1749.  He  married  (1)  1739  Anne, 
daughter  of  William  Legge,  first  Earl  of  Dartmouth  ;  she  died 
1740,  and  he  married  (2)  1742  Mary,  daughter  of  Sir  John 
Harpur,  fourth  baronet  ;  she  died  1752,  and  in  1754  he  married 
(3)  Sarah,  daughter  of  Samuel  Newton  of  Kings  Bromley.  He 
himself  died  in  April  1770.  His  marriages  and  votes  were 
Tory. 

(9)  Lord  John  Philip  Sackville.    Pari.  1734-41. 

(10)  John  Floyer  of  Hintes,  M.P.  Tamworth  1741-March 

1742. 

Born  1681  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  of  John  F.  of  the  same 
(d.  1733),,  by  a  daughter  of  Sir  Henry  Archbold,  Kt.  He 


1  St.  James'  Evening  Post. 
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married  Katherine,  daughter  of  Edward  Littleton,  M.P.,1  the 
heir  of  Pillatonhall  who  died  v. p.  He  was  a  staunch  Tory 
throughout,  and  seems  to  have  lived  at  Longdon,  not  at 
Hintes.2  I  have  it  that  he  died  in  1762,  but  Mr.  Beaven  says 
that  he  died  in  May  1746,  aged  43.  We  have  both  mislaid 
our  authorities. 

(n)    Dr.  Charles  Cotes,  M.D.    Pari.  1734-41. 

Note  on  the  Politics  of  the  Leveson  Gowers. 

William  Leveson  Gower  acquired  Trentham  in  1668, 
succeeded  to  Sittenham  and  the  baronetcy  in  1689,  sat  for 
Newcastle  in  all  Parliaments  from  1675  to  1692,  except  in  the 
1685-7  Parliament,  when  he  was  defeated  by  the  Royal  in- 
fluence. He  was  of  the  Court  party  till  1679,  was  carried  away 
by  the  Protestant  wave  of  the  Popish  Plot,  and  was  evidently 
tainted  with  Whiggism  in  1685.  Thereafter  he  soon  became 
reconciled  to  the  Crown,  and  in  the  1689  election  he  was  dis- 
tinctly a  Tory,  in  which  party  he  continued  till  death,  1691. 

Sir  John  Leveson  Gower,  1675-1709,  entered  Parliament 
just  after  his  seventeenth  birthday  as  an  extreme  Tory.  In 
1703  he  was  raised  to  the  Peerage  as  Baron  Gower,  and  was 
Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  1703  to  May  1706.  He  died,  dis- 
missed from  office,  in  1709. 

John,  Lord  Gower,  1694-1754,  was  a  strong  Tory.  In  1740 
he  was  made  one  of  the  Lords  Justices  of  the  Kingdom. 
Without  any  definite  change  of  politics  he  was  evidently 
moderating  his  hostility  to  the  Government,  probably  owing 
to  his  Bedford  marriage.  After  Walpole's  fall  in  February 
1742  he  took  office  in  June  1742  as  Lord  Privy  Seal,  represent- 
ing the  Tories  in  the  Wilmington-Carteret  Government.  In 
1742  he  also  became  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Staffordshire,  a  post 
which  remained  in  the  family  until  1801.  When  in  1743  some 
of  the  old  Walpole  Whigs  came  back  to  office,  to  the  exclusion 


1  Pari.  1685. 

2  S.P.W.'s  Notes  to  Shaw's  Staffs. 
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of  his  Tory  friends,  Gower  retired.1  But  on  Carteret's  fall  in 
December  1744,  he  and  the  Duke  of  Bedford  joined  the 
reconstructed  Broad  Bottom  Administration,  resuming  his  post 
of  Lord  Privy  Seal.  The  '45  established  Gower  as  a  Whig  and 
widened  beyond  cure  the  gulf  between  him  and  the  Tory 
gentry  of  Staffordshire.  He  raised  a  regiment ;  he  allied 
himself  with  the  Ansons  and  helped  to  build  up  their  control 
of  Lichfield.  The  County  combined,  put  up  a  Tory  and  a 
Whig  to  try  to  wrest  from  him  his  seat  for  the  County  in  1747, 
and  failed.  In  1746  he  was  made  an  Earl.  Henceforth  the 
Gowers,  Thynnes  and  Russells  formed  a  family  party  which 
forced  itself  upon  every  Government  of  the  country  for  half 
a  century.    He  retained  the  Privy  Seal  till  his  death  in  1754. 

Granville  Leveson  Gower,  Earl  Gower,  1721-1803,  had  been 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  1749-51.  In  Newcastle's  Ministry  he 
was  Lord  Privy  Seal,  1755-7,  leaving,  when  Pitt  joined  the 
Ministry,  to  become  Master  of  the  Horse  outside  the  Cabinet, 

1757-  60.  He  was  Keeper  of  the  Great  Wardrobe  1760-3,  and 
Lord  Chamberlain  1763-5.  Then  for  two  years  the  Gowers 
were  in  opposition  to  the  Whig  Government.  But  from  1767 
to  1779,  under  the  Duke  of  Grafton  and  Lord  North,  Gower 
was  President  of  the  Council  till  he  left  North  over  the 
American  War.  Bedford  had  died  in  1771,  but  the  Gower 
family  alliances  kept  them  omnipotent.  He  returned  with 
the  younger  Pitt  as  President  of  the  Council  1783-4,  helped  to 
rout  the  Coalition  in  1784,  was  made  Marquis  of  Stafford  in 
1786,  and  remained  Lord  Privy  Seal  1784-94. 

George  Granville  Leveson  Gower,  Marquess  of  Stafford, 

1758-  1833,  took  office  in  1798  as  Postmaster  General  till  1801, 
and  enormously  increased  his  estates  and  power  by  marriage 
and  inheritance.  His  youngest  brother  was  made  Viscount 
Granville  in  1815 ;  he  was  a  staunch  Canningite,  becoming  a 
Whig,  like  most  of  his  set,  after  Canning's  death.    If  the 


1  Walpole  to  Mann,  15  Dec.  1743  : — "  Lord  Gower,  finding  no  more 
Tories  were  to  be  admitted,  resigned  on  Thursday." 
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Gowers  were  developing  any  slight  hostility  to  the  Govern- 
ment it  was  only  on  the  matter  of  Catholic  emancipation, 
for  which  reform  they  voted  constantly.  But  they  lost  their 
political  hold  on  Staffordshire  in  1820,  so  far  as  personal 
representation  was  concerned.  The  Marquess,  who  joined  the 
Whigs  about  1829,  was  made  Duke  of  Sutherland  in  1833  and 
died  in  the  same  year. 

George  Granville  Leveson  Gower,  Duke  of  Sutherland,  1786- 
186 1,  remained  a  supporter  of  the  Tory  Government,  except 
on  the  question  of  Catholic  Emancipation,  up  to  about  1829. 
Indeed  it  was  Lord  Liverpool  who  gave  him  a  seat  in  the  Lords 
in  1826.  But  he  had  married  Lady  Harriet  Howard  in  1823, 
and  he  went  over  to  the  politics  of  that  family.  From  1829 
onwards  he  was  a  Whig,  and  he  voted  and  made  his  tenants 
vote  for  the  Reform  Bill  and  the  Whig  legislation  that  followed. 
Only  at  the  very  end  of  his  life  were  his  tenants  allowed  to 
vote  for  his  son,  Lord  Brackley,  standing  as  a  Tory.  The 
subsequent  Dukes  of  Sutherland  had  no  more  influence  on 
Staffordshire  politics  than  any  other  great  landlord, — less  and 
less,  indeed,  till  now  they  are  Scottish  Dukes,  absentees  from 
the  county  of  Staffordshire. 

It  will  be  obvious  from  the  foregoing  that,  with  a  few  short 
intervals,  the  Gower  candidates  and  Members  bore  the  Govern- 
ment label,  whatever  the  Government,  from  1742  to  1826. 
The  intervals  were  1743-4,  1765-7,  1779-83.  In  the  1780 
General  Election  only  did  they  stand  definitely  against  the 
Government. 

In  these  lists  I  shall  label  the  Gower  candidates  "  Bedford 
Whigs  "  (B.W.)  in  the  period  1745-71  ;  "  Gower  "  (G.)  in  the 
period  1771-1807  ;  "  Tory  "  from  1807-26.  They  probably 
never  ceased  to  call  themselves  an  old  Whig  family. 

In  every  case,  from  1747  to  1820,  every  contest  in  the 
county,  or  at  Lichfield,  or  Newcastle,  or  often  at  Stafford,  was 
against  the  influence  of  the  Gowers,  an  attempt  to  overthrow 
their  controlling  interest,  and  to  express  dissent  from  the 
Government.  In  the  same  way  the  Thynnes  and  the  Towns- 
hends  took  control  of,  and  took  to  sharing,  Tamworth.  Till 
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1796  the  Thynnes  were  in  the  Household  or  in  the  Govern- 
ment with  the  Bedford-Gower  faction,  while  the  Townshends 
were  Rockingham-Whigs,  and  retained  at  least  Foxite  tradi- 
tions till  the  time  of  the  Reform  Bill.  But  down  to  1782 
opposition  to  either  of  these  Houses  also  took  the  form  of 
opposition  to  the  Government  and  was  dubbed  "  Tory." 
When  Sir  Robert  Peel  bought  Drayton  Manor  from  the 
Thynnes  he  bought  also  their  half  of  the  Borough  and  made 
it  definitely  Tory  till  the  day  of  the  Corn  Law  Repeal. 


Parliament  of  1747-54. 

Summoned  to  meet  13  August  1747  ;  dissolved  8  April 
1754.  For  this  1747  General  Election  the  Leveson  Gowers 
and  the  Ansons  were  in  the  Government  All  their  wealth  and 
energy  were  thrown  into  the  cause.  The  Tory  country  gentle- 
men regarded  the  house  of  Trentham  as  traitors.  The  rise  of 
the  Gower  interest,  their  change  of  politics,  their  alliance  with 
the  Government,  caused  a  contest  at  the  polls  for  the  county 
of  Stafford — the  first  for  a  hundred  years,  and  the  last  before 
the  Reform  Bill.  Bagot  (T.)  and  young  Crewe  (W.)  were  put 
up  to  turn  out  William  Leveson  Gower  ;  Earl  Gower  put  up 
his  son-in-law,  Wrottesley,  as  a  counterblast.  The  result  was 
a  tie  ;  Bagot  secured  one  seat  and  the  House  of  Trentham  the 
other.    A  bargain  was  made  which  lasted  on  into  a  new  world. 

The  Whitehall  Evening  Post,  July  16-18,  1747,  writes  of  the 
election  as  follows  : 

"  On  Thursday  the  9th  inst.  began  the  Election  of  Mem- 
bers to  serve  in  Parliament  for  the  county  of  Stafford,  and 
ended  about  3  o'clock  on  Tuesday  last  (July  14).  The 
candidates  upon  the  Country  Interest  were,  Sir  Walter 
Wagstaff  Bagot,  Bart.,  and  John  Crewe  the  younger,  of 
Crewe  Hall,  Esq.  ;  in  opposition  to  the  Hon.  William 
Leveson  Gower  (brother  to  Lord   Privy  Seal)  and  Sir 
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Richard  Wrottesley,  Bart,  (son-in-law  to  his  Lordship)  ; 
and  upon  casting  up  the  poll,  the  numbers  stood  thus — 

For  Sir  Walter  Bagot,  Bart       ...  2654 

William  L.  Gower,  Esq.      ...  2602 

John  Crewe,  Esq   2433 

Sir  Richard  Wrottesley      ...  2421 

But  a  scrutiny  was  demanded,  and  is  to  begin  on  3rd 
August ;  when  it  is  thought  that  Mr.  Crewe  will  be  found 
to  have  a  Majority  of  legal  Votes  against  Mr.  Gower,  and 
that  he  will  be  the  sitting  member  with  Sir  Walter  Bagot." 

How  the  scrutiny  was  settled,  and  the  "  interests  "  com- 
pounded, is  shown  as  follows  : — 

"  We  hear  that  on  Monday  the  3rd  inst.  came  on  at  the 
Guildhall  in  the  Borough  of  Stafford,  the  scrutiny  for  that 
county,  which  had  been  demanded  by  all  the  Candidates  and 
adjourned  by  their  consent  to  that  day;  but  no  Lists  being  on 
either  side  prepared  and  delivered  of  the  particular  persons 
to  be  scrutinised,  and  the  candidates  not  agreeing  among 
themselves  in  what  manner  they  would  proceed,  the 
Sheriff  declared  he  would  permit  every  voter's  Qualification 
to  be  scrutinised,  as  they  stood  upon  the  Poll  Books,  as 
the  fairest  and  most  impartial  Method,  that  no  candidate 
might  have  an  Advantage  over  the  other  ;  Upon  which 
Sir  Richard  Wrottesley  (who  had  insisted  the  whole  of  his 
objections  should  be  first  gone  through  on  his  Part  alone) 
gave  up  the  scrutiny  ;  and  every  other  candidate  doing 
the  same,  Sir  Walter  Wagstaff  Bagot  and  the  Hon.  William 
Leveson  Gower  were  declared  duly  elected  and  returned 
accordingly."1 

Thomas  Anson,  who  was  to  share  with  Gower  the  "  interest  " 
in  Lichfield,  was  the  elder  brother  of  the  Admiral  who  had  made 


1  Whitehall  Evening  Post,  August  6-8  1747.  There  was  then  no 
annual  registration,  and  the  Land  Tax  Commissioner's  Lists  were 
generally  taken  as  a  register  of  voters. 
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a  fortune  out  of  the  prize  money  gained  during  his  circum- 
navigation, 1740-4.  The  Admiral  probably  helped  to  find  the 
money  for  the  election,  and  he  was  from  1744  to  175 1  the 
executive  head  of  the  Admiralty  under  the  Duke  of  Bedford 
and  the  Earl  of  Sandwich  successively,  and  its  official  head 
from  1751  till  his  death  in  1762,  except  for  a  few  months  in 
1756-7,  his  period  of  office  comprising  almost  the  whole  of  that 
of  the  Seven  Years' War  and  Pitt's  brilliant  War  Ministry. 
Therefore  the  Anson  and  Gower  interests  were  originally 
identical.  Chetwynd  had  already  taken  office,  Villiers  was  soon 
to  do  so  ;  so  that  Bagot  and  possibly  Harpur  were  the  only 
opposition  members  sent  from  Staffordshire. 

There  was  no  contest  at  Stafford  or  at  Newcastle.  There 
the  "  interests  "  had  arranged  matters,  though  a  rearrangement 
on  the  eve  of  the  Poll  caused  some  inconvenience.  Chetwynd 
(W.)  and  Lord  Parker  (W.)  were  to  stand  for  Stafford  ;  Gower 
(W.)  and  George  Wilbraham  (T.),  for  Newcastle.  At  the  last 
moment,  possibly  owing  to  Wilbraham's  Tory  allegiance,  Lord 
Parker  was  put  in  for  Newcastle  instead  of  Wilbraham,  and  a 
lawyer,  John  Robins,  inserted  at  Stafford.  No  one  cared  to 
face  a  hostile  Mayor  and  a  costly  petition  at  Stafford  on  this 
occasion  ;  but  the  populace  took  matters  into  their  own  hands. 
Led  by  Mr.  Loxdale  they  "  broke  into,  defaced  and  demolished 
Mr.  William  Chetwynd's  house  at  Stafford  on  the  election 
day."1  The  rioters  were  taken  up  and  tried  at  the  Old  Bailey, 
when  Mr.  Chetwynd  forgave  them,  as  was  probably  wise. 

At  Lichfield  things  were  even  more  stormy,  for  there  the 
new  Gower-Government  "  interest  "  attacked  the  sitting  mem- 
bers and  the  "  County  "  interest. 

"  There  has  been  a  great  contest  between  the  Populace 
about  the  choice  of  their  candidates  ;  one  Party  espousing 
the  interest  of  George  Venables  Vernon,  Esq.,  a  gentleman 
who  has  been  Member  for  Lichfield  in  the  County  Interest 
with  Sir  Lister  Holte,  and  the  Hon.  Leveson  Gower  and 


1  Morning  Advertiser. 
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Mr.  Anson,  new  candidates  ;  when  the  Party  of  the  latter 
was  at  last  defeated  and  drove  out  of  the  Town  with  much 
bloodshed  on  both  sides."1 

But  when  votes  were  counted,  particularly  Burgage  votes, 
the  result  turned  out  differently.  Worse  followed  :  when  the 
Lichfield  races  were  run  on  Whittington  Heath,  the  Duke  of 
Bedford  came,  the  chief  of  the  new  Party,  and  "  the  Duke  of 
Bedford  received  a  horse-whipping  from  a  Country  Farmer  on 
Lichfield  Race  Course,"  and  then  there  were  more  riots.2 

With  Lord  Lichfield's  permission  I  print  here  several  letters 
referring  to  this  and  the  1753  election.  The  first  is  from 
Lichfield  to  Lord  Anson,  and  shows  a  state  of  feeling  bordering 
on  open  rebellion. 

26  September  1747. 
To  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Anson  at  the  Admiralty,  London. 
My  Lord, 

The  affair  of  the  23rd  and  24th  of  this  Inst.,  having  engaged  the 
attention  of  all  who  are  Friends  to  his  Majesty  and  the  present  Establish- 
ment, I  thought  a  short  Detail  of  the  Proceedings  at  that  time  might 
not  be  disagreeable  to  yr  Lordship.  On  Wednesday  morning  the 
Party  began  to  draw  together  ;  and  in  the  afternoon  about  a  hundred 
and  fifty  of  the  Burton  Mobb,  most  of  'em  in  Plaid  Wastcoats,  Plaid 
Ribbons  round  their  Hatts,  and  some  with  white  Cocades  enter'd 
the  Town  in  a  body  headed  by  Sr  Thomas  Griesley,  Sr  Charles  Sidley, 
a  Steward  of  Lord  Uxbridge's  (Paget),  and  an  infamous  fellow  that 
struck  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  one  Joul,  a  Dancing  Master.  About  the 
same  time  came  in  another  Party  of  the  Birmingham  people,  most  of 
'em  in  the  same  dress,  with  Sr  Lyster  (Holte)  and  some  of  the  Warwick- 
shire Gentlemen.  Sr  Walter  Bagott  came  in  alone.  As  we  had  been 
severely  threatened,  we  had  reason  to  apprehend  a  great  deal  of 
mischief  from  such  a  Meeting  ;  but  having  no  opposition,  they  behaved 
in  general  peaceably,  and  did  no  other  damage  than  the  breaking  the 
arm  of  a  poor  soldier,  an  Out  Pensioner,  for  crying  out  "  God  Bless 
his  Majesty  King  George.    Damn  yr  Plaids."    Many  of  this  Mobb 


1  Morning  Advertiser,  26  June  1747. 

a  A  letter  of  12  August  1747  from  Timothy  Brett,  quoted  in  Adl. 
Keppel's  Life,  vol.  i,  p.  105,  states  :  "I  am  told  that  the  Lichfield 
Election  cost  Lord  Gower  and  Lord  Anson  ^20,000,  and  I  believe 
it  did." 
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drank  the  Pretender's  Health  publickly  in  the  streets,  singing  treason- 
able songs,  but  being  brought  to  the  Town  with  a  notion  of  free  quarters 
and  finding  themselves  deceived,  went  off  again  in  the  evening  cursing 
their  Hunt  and  the  Authors  of  it.  There  dined  at  the  ordinary  240 
men,  and  their  collection  at  their  Ball  amounted  to  ^100  5s.  6d.  The 
day  of  their  Hunt,  which  was  Thursday,  in  their  Return  to  Lichfield 
they  call'd  at  Ld.  Uxbridges  ;  there  warm'd  themselves  with  his  lord- 
ship's old  beer  and  came  into  Town  Hurraing  and  crying  "  No  Gower  "  ; 
at  other  times  they  seemed  to  have  very  little  pleasure,  and  appearing 
generally  much  dispirited.  They  have  subscribed  to  a  Race,  and  to  the 
support  of  Sr  Walter  Bagott  agst  Sr  Richard  Wrottesley's  Petition. 
The  last  of  these  was  the  occasion  of  the  Meeting  ;  tho'  but  few  were 
lett  into  the  secret  till  they  heard  it  propos'd  at  Lichfield,  by  Sr  Watkin. 
The  subscription  is  variously  reported,  some  making  it  3,000  some  2,000 
and  some  but  1,000  which  I  think  seems  nearest  the  truth.  I  have 
inclos'd  a  List  of  the  principal  persons  at  this  Meeting  a  copy  of 
which  is  sent  to  Ld.  Gower  by  Mr.  Walmesly  who  desires  his  compli- 
ments to  yr  Lordship  and  would  have  written  himself  but  was  prevented 
by  some  symptoms  of  the  Gout  in  his  right  hand. 

I  am,  my  Ld., 

With  much  respect, 

Yr.  Ldship's  most  obedient 
humble  Sev*, 

T.  HINTON. 

We  have  a  contemporary  account  of  the  1753  Lichfield 
election  which  gives  the  first  news  of  the  Tory  Blue  in  Lichfield  : 

"  Sir  Thomas  Gresley  Bart,  entered  the  City  attended 
by  upwards  of  200  gentlemen  and  500  freemen.  The 
ribbons  worn  on  this  occasion  were  Blue  (Tory)  and  White 
(Pretender),  with  the  Mottoes  of  '  No  Jews/  '  No  Venality 
and  Corruption,'  '  Christianity  and  the  English  Constitu- 
tion for  ever/  }>1 

The  cry  of  "  No  Jews  "  referred,  as  Mr.  Beaven  shows,  to  the 
Bill  for  the  Naturalisation  of  Jews  which  passed  in  1753,  and 
was  not  meant  as  a  reflection  on  the  name  of  Leveson.  The 
Act  was  repealed  in  the  following  year  on  account  of  the 
ferment  that  it  made. 


Read's  Weekly  Journal,  24  November  1753. 
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It  was  not  only  Tories  who  took  their  politics  seriously  at 
this  time.  The  Penny  London  Morning  Advertiser,  17  Feb- 
ruary 1754,  reports  from  Staffordshire  : 

"  We  have  advice  of  an  insurrection  of  the  people 
called  Methodists  ;  who  upon  some  pretended  insults  from 
the  Church  Party  have  assembled  in  a  riotous  manner  and 
have  proceeded  to  burn  down  the  house  of  one  of  their 
adversaries." 

I  am  sure  this  was  in  Newcastle. 

The  following  letters  from  Lady  Anson  deal  rather  with  the 
preparations  for  the  1754  election  at  Lichfield,  but  the  election 
in  November  1753  was  sprung  upon  them  : 

Lady  Anson  at  Buxton  to  Admiral  Anson.    5  October  1753. 

Lord  Stamford  arrived  here  ....  he  lays  the  blame  of 
that  Lichfield  scrape  upon  Lord  Trentham  chiefly,  and  said  if  there 
had  not  been  other  people  there  (meaning  you  and  Mr.  Anson)  for  whom 
he  held  a  great  regard,  besides  his  compassion  for  Lord  Gower,  he  would 
have  taken  his  horse  and  left  the  town  directly.  The  same  person's 
treatment  of  young  Mr.  Vernon  is  much  talked  of  too  ....  the 
Opposition  have  fixed  upon  Sir  Thomas  Griesly  as  a  candidate  for 
Lichfield  ....  settled  at  a  meeting  at  Ld.  Andover's  (Elford, 
Lord  Suffolk's  place)  on  Wednesday  and  that  they  began  canvassing 
yesterday  ....  This  worthy  baronet  is  the  truest  country  cub 
I  ever  saw,  with  whom  I  had  the  honour  and  happiness  of  dancing 
two  dances  here  this  day  sen-night  ....  we  had  agreed  that 
he  was  exactly  Squire  Richard  become  the  Baronet  upon  the  death  of 
Sir  Francis,  and  his  standing  for  the  Borough  of  Guzzledown  makes 
the  parallel  the  stronger. 

From  the  same  to  the  same.    7  October  1753. 

.  .  .  .  Capt.  Parker,  who  came  here  with  the  Levetts  upon 
the  news  of  this  opposition  at  Litchfield  told  Mr.  Anson  that  he  was 
convinced  that  young  Levett  was  very  well  affected  to  the  Government, 
and  wanted  only  a  satisfaction  that  he  should  be  well  received,  etc., 
etc.,  to  make  him  quit  his  party  on  this  occasion  ....  they 
should  not  think  of  it  without  him.  Upon  this  it  was  thought  very 
well  worth  while  to  know  what  terms  he  would  think  of  asking,  and 
Col.  Warburton  was  thought  a  very  proper  person  to  talk  to  old  Levett 
on  the  subject,  as  the  latter  is  agent  to  his  Regiment.  After  much 
absurd  insolent  nonsense  it  appeared  that  truly  all  they  desired  was 
that  Mr.  Anson  should  join  young  Levett  as  the  other  candidate,  to 
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which  they  said  there  could  be  no  objection  or  opposition  ;  or  else 
indeed  that  he  was  so  much  engaged  and  so  much  in  all  the  secrets  of 
the  Party  that  he  could  not  think  of  getting  off.  I  need  not  tell  you 
that  the  negotiation  is  at  an  end,  and  young  Levett  is  going  to-day 
to  Litchfield  to  join  his  friends,  and  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the 
other  candidate  will  be  Sir  Tummas. 

From  Thomas  Anson  to  Lady  Anson.   From  Buxton,  9  October 
1753. 

As  the  meeting  yesterday  was  sen-night  Sr  Tho.  agreed  to  oppose, 
upon  condition  that  a  majority  in  his  favour  should  be  clearly  made 
out,  and  a  sufficient  subscription  be  carryd  on  before  the  sixt  of 
November,  the  day  fixed  upon  in  the  Advertisement  when  he  is  to 
make  his  appearance  usherd  in  by  the  Blue  Coat  Hunt.  In  the  mean- 
time his  friends  are  soliciting  votes  and  interest  for  him  privately 
with  more  unanimity  vigour  and  attention  I'm  afraid  than  some  others. 
Capt.  Porter  and  Mr.  Mence  are  now  with  me  and  inform  me  that  their 
general  Style  is  to  ask  for  Sir  T.  only,  of  if  they  suspect  them  inclined 
to  me,  for  him  and  me  ;  always  declaring  a  great  regard  for  me  and 
intimating  that  we  shall  be  upon  very  good  terms.  By  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Seward  I  find  that  he  and  some  of  our  friends  intend  to  come  over 
hither  to-morrow.  They  expect  by  that  time  an  answer  from  Lord 
Trentham.  If  their  letter  to  him  was  such  as  I  had  from  them  he  will 
hardly  be  set  out  ;  you  will  easily  see  that  it  would  not  be  at  all  proper 
for  me  to  appear  without  him.  We  are  not  perhaps  pressed  for  time, 
but  it  will  be  necessary  to  know  the  true  state  of  the  interest,  and  to 
take  all  proper  measures  for  cultivating  and  improving  it  ;  and  we 
must  canvass  the  town  before  their  day. 

The  last  is  from  Lady  Anson  to  Mr.  Thomas  Anson,  her 

brother-in-law,  dated  from  the  Admiralty,  1  December  1753. 

I  hope,  my  dear  Mr.  Anson,  we  may  congratulate  you  on  your 
being  safe  in  a  quiet  asylum,  after  all  the  hurry  fatigue  and  vexation 
you  have  gone  through,  in  which  we  have  most  sincerely  pity'd  you 
as  we  participate  equally  in  the  event  the  news  of  which  to-night 
has  brought.  I  cannot  call  it  a  disappointment,  as  we  expected  nothing 
better,  tho'  some  of  the  Levesons,  for  what  reason  no  one  can  imagine, 
persisted  in  a  different  opinion  to  the  last.  My  Lord  knows  nothing 
more  than  what  your  letter  tells  him,  not  having  seen  Lord  Trentham, 
and  therefore  knows  nothing  as  to  what  is  intended  as  to  the  Petition, 
which  if  it  is  not  to  be  pushed,  or  cannot  be  supported,  will  give  one 
some  odd  conjectures,  and  without  it  the  Borough  is  certainly  lost. 
I  have  not  time  to  add  a  syllable  more,  but  that  I  am  most  entirely 
yours 

E  ANSON. 
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County:     *Sir  Walter  Wagstaff  Bagot,  Bart.    ...    (Tory)  (1) 

*  William  Leveson  Gower,  Esq.  (Bedford  Whig)  (2) 
elected  3  August  1747,  defeating  John 
Crewe,1  junior  (Whig),  and  Sir  Richard 
Wrottesley,2  Bart.  (Bedford  Whig). 
Contest:  Bagot  (T.)        ...       ...  2654 

Leveson  Gower  (B.-W.)  2602 

Crewe  (W.)    2433 

Wrottesley  (B.-W.)     ...  2421 
A  scrutiny  was  demanded  by  Crewe  and 
Wrottesley,  but  an  arrangement  was 
come  to  and  the  scrutiny  withdrawn, 
August  1747. 

Stafford  :    *  William  Chetwynd,  Esq.     ...(Bedford  Whig)  (3) 

John  Robins  (Whig)  (4) 

elected  unopposed,  1  July  1747. 

Newcastle  :  *Baptist  Leveson  Gower,  Esq.  (Bedford  Whig)  (5) 
Thomas,  Viscount  Parker    ...(Bedford  Whig)  (6) 
elected  unopposed,  3  July  1747. 

Lichfield  :     Richard  Leveson  Gower,  Esq.  (Bedford  Whig) 

Under  Secretary  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford  ...  (7) 


1  John  Crewe,  heir  apparent  of  Crewe  and  of  Madeley  Manor, 
M.P.  Cheshire  1734-41,  1741-7,  1747-52.  He  was  born  c.  1715,  eldest 
son  and  heir  of  John  C.  (formerly  Offley)  of  the  same,  M.P.  (see  Pari. 
1702-5),  who  died  in  1749.  He  died  in  1752,  "and  his  son  was  the  noted 
supporter  of  Fox,  and  was  by  him  created  Lord  Crewe  in  1806. 

a  Sir  Richard  Wrottesley,  Bart.,  was  born  1721.  He  married 
in  1739  Mary,  daughter  of  John,  first  Earl  Gower,  and  so  it  came  that 
he  stood  in  the  Gower  contest  for  the  county  as  "  pacemaker."  At 
this  same  election  he  was  returned  for  Tavistock  through  the  influence 
of  his  brother-in-law,  the  Duke  of  Bedford.  In  June  1749  he  was 
appointed  to  a  sinecure  on  the  Board  of  Green  Cloth  and  was  re-elected 
accordingly  ;  but  he  did  not  stand  again  in  1754,  preferring  to  take 
Holy  Orders.  He  was  of  course  a  Whig  of  the  Bedford  group.  He 
was  Dean  of  Worcester  from  1765  till  his  death  in  1769. 

S 
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Thomas  Anson,  Esq  (Whig)  (8) 

elected  2  July  1747,  defeating  Sir  Lister 
Holte,  Bart.  (Tory),  and  George  Ven- 
ables  Vernon,  Esq.  (Tory)  after  a  10 
days'  poll. 

Contest  :x  LevesonGower  (B.-W.)  278 
Anson  (W.)   272 

Holte  (T.)   237 

Vernon  (T.)   229 

by-election  :  Writ  15  November  1753, 
vice  Leveson  Gower,  deceased, 


1  The  Poll  Book  gives  508  votes:  G  and  A.  261  ;  H.  and  V.  221  ; 
G.  and  H.  12;  A.  and  V.  5  ;  A.  and  H.  5  ;  G.  and  V.4;  total: 
Gower  277,  Anson  271,  Holte  238,  Vernon  230. 

Among  the  voters  for  Vernon  and  Holte  are  :  B.  Adderley  of  Hams 
Hall ;  Sir  R.  Aston,  Bart.  ;  Sir  W.  W.  Bagot  ;  Egerton  Bagot  of  Pipe 
Hall;  Sir  T\  Biddulph,  Bart.  ;  Sir  R.  Burdett,  Bart.;  John  Corbet 
Esq.,  of  Shrewsbury  ;  Caesar  A.  Colclough,  Esq.,  of  Lichfield  ;  Richard 
Dyott,  sen.  and  jun.,  of  Freford  ;  Charles  Floy  er  of  Hints  ;  Henry  Every 
of  Egginton  ;  Joseph  Eld  of  Shenstone  ;  Hon.  R.  Leveson  Gower;  Sir 
Robert  Grosvenor,  Bart.,  of  Eaton;  Sir  T.  Gresley,  Bart.;  Walter 
Gough,  of  Perry  Hall ;  Sir  Robert  Hill,  Bart.  ;  Samuel  Hill  of  Shenstone  ; 
Edward  Hector,  surgeon,  of  Birmingham  (Dr.  Johnson's  friend  and 
schoolfellow)  ;  T.  W.  Inge  of  Thorpe  ;  William  Egerton  of  Hardwicke  ; 
Richard  Lyster  of  Shrewsbury  ;  George  Lucy  of  Charlecote,  Warwick ; 
Ra.  Sneyd  of  Keele ;  Sir  W.  W.  Wynn,  Bart.;  Fettiplace  Nott  of 
Lichfield. 

Voters  for  Gower  and  Anson  were  : — Isaac  Hawkins  Browne  ;  Rev. 
Edmund  Bateman,  D.D. ;  Col.  William  Congreve  ;  John  Dolphin  of 
Shenstone  ;  David  Garrick  of  London  (the  actor) ;  Nigel  Gresley,  gent  ; 
Rev.  Edward  Jackson,  D.D. ;  Fisher  Littleton  of  Tamworth ;  Capt. 
Thos.  Levett ;  Jonathan  Mallets,  the  High  Bailiff ;  Mence,  the  Vicar  of 
Lichfield  ;  Philip  Pargiter  of  Lichfield ;  Dormer  Parkhurst  of  Hanch- 
hall ;  William  Swynnerton  of  Butterton  ;  Edward  and  Jeremiah  Sneyd 
of  Westminster  ;  Gilbert  Walmesley  (Johnson's  friend)  ;  Sir  W. 
Wolseley,  Bart. ;  Humphrey  and  Edward  Wolferston,  gents.,  of  Tam- 
worth. 

Addenbrook,  Dean  of  Lichfield,  voted  for  Vernon  and  Gower  ; 
Brooke  Boothby  of  Ashbourne  voted  for  Vernon  and  Anson,  as  did  also 
Walter  Noble  of  Longdon  and  Henry  Vernon  of  Hilton  ;  Luke  Robinson 
of  Lichfield  voted  Gower  and  Holte.  (Beaven.) 
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Sir  Thomas  Gresley,  Bart.  (Tory)   (9) 

elected  24  November  1753,  defeating 
Henry  Vernon,  Esq.  (Bedford  Whig). 
Contest:  Gresley  (T.)         ...  348 

Vernon  (B.-W.)  ...  261 
Vernon  petitioned,  and  on  30 
January  1754  the  House  re- 
solved :  That  Sir  Thomas 
Gresley,  Bart.,  since  deceased, 
was  not  duly  elected,  and  That 
Henry  Vernon,  Esq.,  was  duly 
elected  Member  for  Lichfield. 
With  the  actual  polling  in  this 
election  I  deal  later. 
Henry  Vernon,  Esq.,  (Bedford  Whig)       ...  (10) 

Tamworth  :  Thomas  Villiers,  Esq.  (Whig)    (n) 

Sir  Henry  Harpur,  Bart.  (Tory)    (12) 

elected  unopposed  3  July  1747. 

by-election  :  Writ  29  November  1748, 
issued  vice  Harpur  deceased, 
Sir  Robert  Burdett,  Bart.  (Tory)  ...       ...  (13) 

elected  unopposed  12  December  1748. 
by-election  :  Writ  19  December  1748, 
Thomas  Villiers  re-elected  unopposed, 
30  December  1748  on  appointment 
as  a  Lord  of  the  Admiralty. 

(1)  Sir  Walter  Wagstaff  Bagot,  Bart.    Pari.  1722-7. 

(2)  Hon.  William  Leveson  Gower.    Pari.  1715-22. 

(3)  William     Richard     Chetwynd     (Third  Viscount 

Chetwynd).    Pari.  1715-22. 

(4)  John  Robins  of  Stafford,  M.P.  Stafford  1747-54. 

Born  at  Stafford  1714  ;  son  of  William  R.  of  the  same, 
Mayor  1719,  1731,  1740  (d.  1744),  by  Catherine,  daughter  of 
William  Abnett  of  Stafford,  Mayor  1706  and  1720.    He  was 

s  2 
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admitted  to  the  Middle  Temple  29  November  1731  ;  called  to 
the  bar  10  June  1737  ;  and  died  unmarried,  17  December 
1754.  The  family  came  from  Bilston  in  1699,  and  John  Robins 
left  land  in  Bilston  to  his  sisters.  He  went  through  the  form 
of  marriage  with  the  "Widow  of  the  Wood,"  Mrs.  Whitby, 
who  was  in  reality  Lady  Wolseley . 1 

(5)  Hon.  Baptist  Leveson  Gower.    Pari.  1727-34. 

(6)  Thomas  Parker,  Viscount  Parker  (Earl  of  Maccles- 

field), M.P.  Newcastle  1747-54,  Oxfordshire  1754-61, 

Rochester  1761-4. 
Born  in  London  12  October  1723  ;  2  eldest  son  and  heir 
of  George  P.,  second  Earl  (d.  1764),  by  Mary,  eldest  daughter 
and  coheiress  of  Ralph  Lane,  a  Turkey  Merchant.  He  matri- 
culated at  Hertford  College,  Oxford,  1740,  and  took  his  M.A. 
1743.  He  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Sir  William  Heathcote, 
first  baronet,  and  died  9  February  1795 — the  ancester  of  the 
present  Earl. 

He  was  a  Whig,  beginning  life  under  the  Gower  influence. 
"  There  is  no  doubt  of  his  Whiggism,"  writes  Mr.  Beaven,  "  he 
was  one  of  the  Whig  candidates  at  the  celebrated  election  for 
the  county  of  Oxford  in  1754." 

(7)  Hon.  Richard  Leveson  Gower,  M.P.  Lichfield  and 

Tavistock  (preferring  Lichfield),  1747-October  1753. 
Born  1726  ;  fourth  son  of  John,  first  Earl  Gower  (d.  1754), 
by  Evelyn,  daughter  of  Pierrepont,  Duke  of  Kingston.  He 
matriculated  at  Christ  Church,  Oxford,  28  May,  1744,  obtained 
two  seats  in  Parliament  directly  he  came  of  age,  and 
afterwards  the  Under-Secretaryship  for  the  Southern  Depart- 
ment under  his  brother-in-law,  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  which 
he  held  1749-51.    He  died  unmarried  19  October  1753. 


1  Ex  inf.  Rev.  John  Robins.  An  anonymous  narrative  of  the 
circumstances  was  published  by  Benjamin  Victor  in  1755'  and,  re- 
published in  1769.  The  Wolseley  family  destroyed  every  copy  on 
which  they  could  lay  hold,  but  it  is  still  occasionally  found.  I  possess 
a  copy.    (Beaven.)  2  G.E.C.  Comp.  Peerage. 
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It  will  be  observed  that  the  daughters  of  the  first  Earl 
Gower  married  (1)  1737  John  Russell,  Duke  of  Bedford  ;  (2) 
1739  Sir  Richard  Wrottesley,  Bart.  ;  (3)  1744,  Lord  John 
Philip  Sackville,  M.P.1;  (4)  1751  John  Waldegrave,  Lord 
Waldegrave,  M.P.2 ;  (5)  1759,  Richard  Vernon,  M.P.3  They 
were  also  cousins  of  the  Devonshire  family,  the  greatest  of  the 
Whig  Houses. 

(8)  Thomas  Anson  of  Shugborough,  M.P.  Lichfield  1747- 
54,  1754-61,  1761-8  1768-70. 

Born  c.  1695  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  of  William  A.  of  the  same 
(d.  1720),  by  Isabel,  daughter  and  coheiress  of  Charles  Carrier 
of  Wirksworth,  Derby. 

Thomas  Anson,  the  founder  of  the  Whig  Party  in  Stafford- 
shire, the  first  of  a  series  of  Ansons  that  in  good  and  evil  days 
led  and  made  Whiggism  in  this  county,  came  of  a  family  that 
had  been  seated  at  Shugborough  since  1625.  A  lawyer  to 
found  the  family  fortune  and  heiresses  to  augment  it,  started 
Thomas  Anson  in  1720  with  a  considerable  patrimony.  Unlike 
the  politicians  of  this  day  he  never  matriculated  at  Oxford  or 
Cambridge,  which  may  account  for  his  independent  politics. 
Instead  he  travelled  widely  in  the  East,  became  a  patron  of 
the  Arts,  and  was  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  Dilettanti 
Society.  Later  in  life  he  helped,  and  was  on  intimate  terms 
with,  the  potter,  Josiah  Wedgwood,  and  with  Brindley,  the 
canal-maker.  No  fewer  than  fourteen  of  the  landscapes  on  the 
Empress  Catherine  Tea  Service  were  supplied  by  him  to 
Wedgwood  from  Shugborough. 

He  was  a  bachelor  and  a  man  of  conspicuous  culture  for 
his  age  ;  he  was  wide  in  his  friendships.  The  Staffordshire 
Tory  leader  was  Sir  William  Bagot,  and  him  Anson  made 
Executor  of  his  Will,  bequeathing  to  him  a  fine  collection  of 
coins  and  medals.  Shugborough  itself  he  largely  rebuilt.  A 
small  house  had  been  built  there  in  1690,  a  house  in  which  he 
and  his  brother  the  Admiral  were  born,  but  the  Shugborough 
of  the  present  day  we  owe  to  Thomas  Anson. 


1  Pari.  1734-41. 


8  Pari.  1754-61. 


3  Pari.  1784. 
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Thomas  was  the  elder  brother  of  George,  Lord  Anson,  the 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty.  Commodore  Anson  circumnavigated 
the  globe  and  came  back  with  a  fortune  in  prize  money,  1740-4. 
Those  who  returned  are  said  to  have  divided  a  million,  and 
Lord  Lichfield  believes  he  heard  that  the  Commodore's  share 
was  £20,000 — which  makes  a  million  look  improbable.  What- 
ever the  fortune  was,  Lord  Anson  put  it  and  his  elder  brother 
into  politics.  The  Admiral  went  to  the  Admiralty  under  the 
Duke  of  Bedford  in  the  Broad  Bottom  Administration, 
December  1744,  from  then  onwards  he  was  almost  always  at 
the  Admiralty  till  his  death  in  1762.  He  was  there  throughout 
the  Seven  Years'  War.  On  his  death  without  children  all  his 
fortune  went  to  his  elder  brother  Thomas. 

The  Ansons  entered  politics  with  the  Bedford  Whigs  and 
the  Gowers.  Earl  Gower  and  Thomas  Anson  arranged  to 
control  Lichfield  by  creating  faggot  voters,  splitting  freeholds, 
purchasing  burgages.  They  controlled  it  for  the  Whig  cause 
in  the  teeth  of  Jacobite  surroundings,  and  no  one  sat  for 
Lichfield  without  their  approval  till  after  the  Reform  Bill. 
The  Ansons  were  confirmed  in  their  Whiggism  by  family  con- 
nections with  Lord  Chancellor  Hardwicke  and  the  Parkers, 
Earls  of  Macclesfield.  After  1762  Thomas  Anson  may  be 
described  as  a  Chatham  Whig  till  his  death  ;  he  separated  from 
the  Gowers  and  Bedfords  in  1763,  when  that  clique  went  over 
to  Bute  and  the  King. 

Thomas  Anson  died  30  March  1773,  and  was  succeeded  by 
his  nephew,  George  Adams,  who  took  the  name  of  Anson  in 
1773  (Pari.  1767-74). 1 


1  Here  is  an  early  example  of  a  Whip,  in  a  letter  from  Lady  Anson 
to  her  brother-in-law. 

Admiralty,  28  March  1749. 
.  .  .  .  "  Besides  the  above  mentioned  pretence  I  have  for 
writing,  I  am  commissioned  by  my  Lord  to  desire  Mr.  Anson  will  be 
so  good  as  not  to  forget  how  material  his  presence  must  be  to  the  poor 
Navy  Bill,  for  want  of  which,  like  an  exposed  foundling,  it  was  very 
near  being  thrown  out  of  the  House  the  day  of  the  adjournment, 
when  it  was  so  miserably  attended,  that  Lord  Egmont  carried  a  question 
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(9)  Sir  Thomas  Gresley,  Seventh  Bart.,  of  Drakelow, 

M.P.  Lichfield,  (Tory),  November-December  1753. 
Born  1722  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  of  Sir  Thomas  G.,  sixth 
Bart.  (d.  1746),  by  Dorothy,  daughter  and  coheiress  of  Sir 
William  Bowyer  of  Knypersley,  Bart.  He  matriculated  at 
Balliol  College,  Oxford,  in  1739  ;  was  sheriff  of  Derbyshire 
1750-1  ;  was  elected  in  the  Tory  interest  for  Lichfield  and  died 
of  the  small  pox  within  the  month,  23  December  1753.  He 
married  in  1749  Wilmot,  daughter  and  heiress  of  Mr.  Hood, 
alderman  of  Leicester,  and  left  an  only  daughter.  He  was 
succeeded  by  his  brother,  Sir  Nigel  Gresley. 

(10)  Henry  Vernon  of  Hilton,  M.P.  Lichfield  January 

1754-1754,  January  1755-61,  Newcastle  1761-2. 
Born  1718 ;  son  and  heir  of  Henry  V.  of  the  same,  M.P.1  (d. 
1732),  by  Penelope  (d.  1726),  daughter  and  coheiress  of  Robert 
Phillips  of  Newton  Regis,  Warwickshire.  He  married  1743, 
Henrietta,  youngest  daughter  of  Thomas  Wentworth,  Earl  of 
Strafford,  and  died  25  May  1765.  He  was  a  Commissioner  of 
Excise  from  1763  till  his  death,  was  related  to  the  Gowers,  and 
was  a  Whig  of  the  Gower  faction.  The  Gowers  were  regarded, 
by  such  hot  Tories  as  Dr.  Johnson,  as  renegades  to  the  old 
cause.    For  his  brother,  Richard  V.,  M.P.,  see  Pari.  1784-90. 

(11)  Thomas  Villiers  (Earl  of  Clarendon),  M.P.  Tam- 
worth  (Whig)  1747-54,  1754-6. 

Born  1709  ;  second  son  of  William,  second  Earl  of  Jersey, 
by  Judith,  daughter  and  heiress  of  Frederick  Heme  of  London. 

upon  it  by  43  against  36,  whereupon  he  moved  to  adjourn  the  Bill 
for  two  months,  and  the  friends  of  the  Bill  were  obliged  to  talk  long 
enough  to  give  time  for  allies  to  come  down,  and  then  they  put  the 
question  for  the  adjournment  of  the  House  which  was  carried  by  a 
small  majority.  It  is  said,  too,  that  the  so  much  debated  Half  Pay 
Clause  is  to  undergo  still  further  alterations  upon  the  Report,  and 
this  by  (?  in)  a  concerted  and  supported  measure ;  I  do  not  well 
understand  what  the  change  is  to  be,  but  apprehend  the  words  that 
specified  the  punishments  are  to  be  inserted,  or  some  others  to  the 
same  effect.  It  is  generally  thought  that  this  Bill  will  be  the  first 
business  entered  upon  after  the  Holydays." 
1  Pari.  1 7 10-3. 
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He  matriculated  at  St.  John's  College,  Cambridge.  He  was 
Envoy  to  Poland  and  Saxony  1737-46  ;  to  Berlin  1746-8. 
He  was  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  1748-56  ;  created  Baron  Hyde 
1756  ;  Postmaster-General  1763-5  ;  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy 
1771-82  (under  North)  and  1783-6  (under  Pitt).  He  died 
4  December  1786. 1 

He  was  a  Grenville  Whig  1763-71,  and  was  created  Earl 
of  Clarendon  in  1776  for,  it  was  said,  "  ratting  "  to  Lord  North 
with  the  rest  of  George  Grenville's  followers  in  1771.2 

(12)  Sir  Henry  Harpur  of  Calke  Abbey,  Fifth  Bart., 
M.P.  Worcester  January  1744-7,  Tamworth  1747-June 
1748. 

Born  1709  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  of  Sir  John  H.  of  the  same 
(d.  1741),  by  Catherine,  third  daughter  and  coheiress  of 
Thomas,  Lord  Crew  of  Stene  ;  she  died  1745.  He  matriculated 
at  Brasenose  College,  Oxford,  in  1725,  and  married,  16  Septem- 
ber 1734,  Caroline,  daughter  of  John  Manners,  second  Duke  of 
Rutland,  and  he  died  1  June  1748.  His  estate  was  £7000 
a  year.  In  1753  his  widow  married  his  successor  at  Tamworth, 
Sir  Robert  Burdett.  It  is  probable  that  Harpur  was  a  sup- 
porter of  the  Whig  Government  of  Pelham,  to  which  there  was 
little  opposition  ;  but  his  family  traditions  were  Tory. 

(13)  Sir  Robert  Burdett  of  Foremark,  Fourth  Bart., 
M.P.  Tamworth  December  1748-54,  1754-61,  1761-8. 

Born  1716  ;  grandson  and  heir  of  Sir  Robert  B.,  third  Bart. 
(d.  1716),  son  of  Robert  B.  (d.  1716),  by  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
William  Tracy,  fourth  Viscount  Tracy.  He  matriculated  at 
New  College,  Oxford,  1733  ;  D.C.L.  1749.  He  married,  (1)  1739, 
Elizabeth,  daughter  and  heiress  of  Sir  Charles  Sedley  of  South- 
fleet  ;  she  died  1747,  and  (2)  1753,  Caroline,  daughter  of  John 
Manners,  Duke  of  Rutland,  and  widow  of  Sir  Henry  Harpur, 
Bart.  He  died  15  February  1797,  and  was  succeeded  by  his 
grandson,  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  the  famous  radical.    The  only 


1  Diet.  Nat.  Biog. 


8  Ex.  Inf.  Beaven. 
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vote  recorded  of  Sir  Robert  was  against  Grafton's  Government 
in  February  1768  ;  but  he  was  a  Tory. 

The  Earl  of  Lichfield  has  a  MS.  Lichfield  Poll  Book  for  the 
elections  of  1753  and  1754.  The  names  of  all  the  electors — 
Freemen,  Freeholders  and  Burgages — are  given,  and  for  whom 
they  voted.    The  totals  are  as  follows  : — 


Candidate. 

Free- 
men. 

Free- 
holders. 

Burg- 
ages. 

Total. 

1753— 

Sir  Thomas  Gresley   . . 

.  (T.) 

119 

109 

121 

349 

Henry  Vernon... 

.  (W.) 

59 

100 

103 

262 

1754— 

Lord  Trentham 

•  (W.) 

83 

119 

125 

327 

Thomas  Anson 

•  (W.) 

/  7i 

116 

121 

308 

Sir  Henry  Every 

.  (T.) 

109 

79 

78 

266 

The  Freemen  are  almost  all  tradesmen,  with  their  trade 
given.  There  is  a  list  of  247  burgages  with  the  name  of  the 
proprietor ;  the  name  of  the  person  who  voted  for  the 
burgages  at  each  election  ■;  the  name  of  the  candidate  for  whom 
they  voted  ;  what  the  premises  consisted  of  ;  and  in  whose 
occupation  they  were.  We  may  observe  that  Sir  Walter  Bagot 
had  two  burgages  which  voted  Tory  in  1753,  but  abstained 
in  1754  ;  Sir  Theophilus  Biddulph  had  five,  all  Tory  ;  Sir 
Robert  Burdett  one,  Tory  ;  Anson  and  Gower,  joint,  had  37, 
most  of  which  had  been  bought  before  1753  ;  Mr.  Cobb,  Anson's 
agent,  had  seven,  Whig  ;  Caesar  Colclough  one,  Tory  ;  John 
Dolphin  one,  Whig  ;  Richard  Dyott  fifteen,  Tory  ;  Sir  Henry 
Every  one,  Tory  ;  Sir  Nigel  Gresley  one,  Tory ;  Samuel  Hill 
three,  Tory  ;  Sir  Rowland  Hill  one,  Tory  ;  Sir  Lister  Holte 
thirteen,  Tory  ;  John  Levet  eight,  Tory  in  1753,  Wliig  in  1754  ; 
the  Robinson  family  four,  Tory  ;  John  Turton  one,  Whig ; 
Henry  Vernon  one,  Whig  ;  Mrs.  Walmisley  four,  Whig  ;  Wil- 
liam Walsh  three,  Whig;  John  Wright  three,  Tory;  John 
Wyrley  one,  Whig. 
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This  list  gives  an  indication  of  the  politics  of  the  local 
families.  Apparently  the  owners  did  not  vote  for  these  bur- 
gages, nor  did  the  occupiers  ;  those  who  voted  were  gentlemen 
friends,  allottees  of  the  owners.  The  following  are  some  of 
those  who  voted  for  the  Whig  burgages  : — S.  Crossland,  Edward 
and  Humphrey  Wolf  erst  an,  George  Barbour,  Lord  Trentham, 
Charles  Repington,  William  Chetwynd,  Richard  Nevill, 
Richard  Drakeford,  Mr.  Congreve,  Edward  Sneyd,  Colonel 
Waldegrave,  George  Hollyoak. 

The  following  voted  for  the  Tory  Burgages  : — William  Inge, 
Sir  Charles  Chester,  Charles  Floyer,  William  Fowler,  John  Noell, 
Ralph  Sneyd,  William  Bagot,  Richard  Fitzherbert,  Thomas  Hoo. 

An  account  from  Mr.  Cobb  shows  that  Anson  and  Earl 
Gower  had  paid  £12,519  for  these  burgages  by  the  end  of  1754. 
The  purchases  went  on,  and  after  1761  the  Ansons  and  Gowers 
shared  and  enjoyed  Lichfield  for  38  years  without  a  contest. 
The  popular  vote,  the  Freemen,  were  evidently  Tory. 

The  votes  of  the  following  Freeholders  are  interesting  as 
showing  the  politics  of  the  neighbouring  families  : — 

Whig.  Tory. 
Theo.  and  Wilde  Buckeridge.  Sir  Richard  Acton. 
John  Dolphin,  Esq.  Sir  Theophilus  Biddulph. 

John  Gilbert.  Sir  Robert  Burdett. 

Thomas  Gilbert.  Sir  Walter  Bagot. 

John  Jervis,  Esq.  William  Cotton,  Esq. 

William  Jervis,  Esq.  John  Corbet,  Esq. 

John  Parker,  Esq.  Richard  Dyott,  senior  and 

Major  Sneyd.  junior,  Esqs. 

Sir  Richard  Wrottesley.  Sir  Henry  Every. 

John  Levett  in  1754.  John  Floyer  of  Worcester. 

Walter  Gough,  Esq. 

Sir  Lester  Holte. 

Richard  Kinnersley. 

John  Levett  in  1753. 

Luke  Robinson,  Esq. 

In  every  case  the  candidate  voted  for  his  opponent. 
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Parliament  of  1754-61. 

General  Election  April  1754  ;  dissolution  20  March  1761. 
Henry  Pelham,  the  Prime  Minister,  had  died  in  March,  just 
before  the  dissolution  of  the  previous  Parliament,  and  the  Duke 
of  Newcastle  was  looking  round  for  the  support  of  Parliamen- 
tary groups.  The  Bedford-Go wer  group  had  resigned  office  in 
175 1  on  a  difference  with  Henry  Pelham.  Now  that  he  was 
dead  they  were  obviously  coming  back  to  the  Government. 
Earl  Gower  himself  remained  still  in  the  Ministry  till  his 
death  ;  he  died  later  in  this  year.  But  his  eldest  son,  Lord 
Trentham,  was  for  the  moment  out  of  office,  and  was  made 
Lord  Privy  Seal  in  1755  and  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Staffordshire 
as  soon  as  his  father  died.  For  these  elections  the  Gowers 
were  collecting  the  maximum  amount  of  support  for  themselves, 
and  indirectly  for  the  Newcastle  Government.  Later,  in  1757, 
Pitt  joined  the  Ministry  against  the  King's  wishes,  and  the 
Bedford-Gower  group  left  the  Cabinet  and  took  posts  in  the 
Household  outside  the  direct  Administration. 

All  the  seats  in  Staffordshire  were  arranged  without  a 
contest,  except  Lichfield,  where  the  country  gentry  still  put  up 
a  fight  greatly  to  the  annoyance  of  the  "  interest,"  which  had 
had  three  fights  in  three  years.  The  Gowers  controlled  four 
Staffordshire  seats  directly — one  County,  two  at  Newcastle, 
one  at  Lichfield  ;  indirectly  they  controlled  both  the  Stafford 
seats  through  the  Chetwynds.  Anson  was  proprietor  of  one  of 
the  Lichfield  seats  and  the  Whig  and  Tory  families  of  Villiers 
and  Burdett  continued  to  divide  Tamworth.  By-election  con- 
tests were  fought  during  this  Parliament  at  Lichfield  in  January 
1755,  and  at  Tamworth  in  June  1756.  The  Tamworth  contest 
may  never  have  gone  so  far  as  the  poll,  for  no  figures  have 
survived,  but  the  Lichfield  election  required  a  ten  days'  poll 
to  establish  the  Gower  candidate. 

After  the  three  contests  of  1753,  1754,  and  1755  the  Lich- 
field electors,  swamped  with  faggot  votes,  took  up  an  attitude 
of  surly  hostility  towards  their  Members.  In  November  1756 
they  sent  them,  not  an  Address,  but  Instructions — from  the 
Bailiffs  and  Magistrates. — "  We  think  it  our  indispensable 
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duty,"  they  began,  and  then  they  talked  of  "  misapplication  of 
Supplies,"  the  "  loss  of  Minorca,  the  brightest  jewel  in  the 
English  Crown,"  etc.,  "  the  Neglect  of  our  Colonies,"  "  The 
Nation  cries  aloud  for  Justice.  We  shall  expect  therefore  that 
you  .  .  .  restore  the  Trade  of  this  injured  and  almost 
sinking  Nation."  They  end,  as  the  unkindest  cut  of  all,  with 
the  demand  for  the  re-enactment  of  triennial  Parlia- 
ments.1 

The  elder  Pitt,  the  hated  of  the  Court,  the  loved  of  the 
people,  was  soon  to  alter  all  this  ;  but  in  1756  Corn  rioting  had 
just  begun  in  Staffordshire.  In  1757  and  1762  worse  riots  were 
to  come,  and  poverty  had  its  hand  on  the  growing  manufactur- 
ing districts.  And  to  aggravate  all  this,  Borough  representa- 
tion was  now  becoming  a  farce.  No  wonder  they  sent  "  In- 
structions." 


County :     *  William   Leveson  Gower,  Esq.  (Bedford 

Whig)    (1) 

William  Bagot,  Esq.  (Tory)    (2) 

elected  unopposed  18  April  1754. 

by-election  :   Writ  issued  20  December 
1756  vice  Leveson  Gower,  deceased, 
Henry  Frederick  Thynne,  Esq.  (Bedford 

Whig)      (3) 

elected  unopposed  4  January  1757. 

Stafford  :      William  Richard  Chetwynd,  Esq.  (Bedford 

Whig)      (4) 

♦William  Chetwynd,  Esq.  (Bedford  Whig)  (5) 
elected  unopposed  15  April  1754. 

Newcastle:  John  Waldegrave,  Esq.  (Bedford  Whig)  ...  (6) 
*Baptist   Leveson   Gower,   Esq.  (Bedford 

Whig)   '    (7) 

elected  unopposed  16  April  1754. 


1  Public  Advertiser,  24  November  1756. 
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Lichfield  :     Granville  Leveson  Gower,  Viscount  Trent- 
ham  (Bedford  Whig)    (8) 

*Thomas  Anson,  Esq.  (Whig)         ...       ...  (9) 

elected  15  April  1754,  defeating  Sir  Henry 
Every,  Bart.  (Tory).1 

Contest:  Lord  Trentham  (B.-W.)  336 

*  Anson  (W.)   308 

Every  (T.)   265 

by-election  : 2  Writ  issued  7  January 


1  vSir  Henry  Every,  Bart.,  of  Eggington,  Derbyshire,  was 
born  in  1708  ;  son  and  heir  of  Sir  Simon  E.,  of  the  same,  fifth  Bart. 
(d.  1753),  by  Mary,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Joshua  Clerke,  prebendary 
of  Lincoln.  He  married,  1 741,  Frances,  sister  of  Sir  Henry  Ibbetson, 
Bart.    He  was  a  Tory  ;  was  sheriff  of  Denbigh  1749-50  ;  and  died  1755. 

8  The  following  letters,  from  Lady  Anson  to  Mr.  Anson,  about  these 
two  elections,  are  of  interest  ;  but  it  should  be  remembered  that,  in 
spite  of  Lady  Anson's  gloomy  prognostications,  Oxfordshire  was  won 
by  her  husband's  party  on  petition. 

From  Lady  Anson  to  Mr.  Thomas  Anson. 

Moor  Park, 

April  23rd,  Monday. 
.    .    .    .    "  Much  joy  to  you,  my  dear  Mr.  Anson,  not  so  much  for 
your  success,  for  I  am  so  angry  at  the  attack  that  I  have  only  a  com- 
parative pleasure  in  the  victory,  but  principally  for  your  trouble  being 

at  an  end,  and  you  returned  to  peace  and  quiet  whereas 

we  heard  nothing  till  after  dinner  yesterday,  by  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Stephens,  some  hours  after  wch  arrived  your  short  letter  wch  Lord 
Trentham  brought,  wch  you  might  have  supposed  would  be  forgot 

and  delivered  late  as  it  was  before  Your  neighbours  at 

Tamworth  report  that  you  have  had  a  bad  time  of  it  at  Lichfield,  and 
that  Lord  T.  is  excessively  popular.  I  need  make  no  observations 
upon  neighbours.  We  flatter  ourselves  with  future  accounts  and  more 
particulars  as  to  the  conduct  of  the  individuals,  the  Levetts,  etc.  You 
will  I  imagine  have  heard  before  this  that  the  victory  at  Heddon  is 
complete.  Other  news  I  can  have  none,  for  no  other  thing  but  Elections 
is  talked  of,  and  alas;  Oxfordshire  I  fear  is  lost,  tho'  we  have  had  no 
account  of  the  conclusion." 

From  the  same  to  the  same. 

Admiralty, 

April  30  (1754). 

.  .  .  .  "  We  hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  soon, 
to  make  our  congratulations  in  person,  and  to  hear  particulars ; 
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1755  vice  Lord  Trentham,  succeed- 
ing his  father  as  Earl  Gower, 
Henry  Vernon,  Esq.  (Bedford  Whig)       ...  (10) 
elected  15  January  1755,  defeating  Sir 
Henry  Every,  Bart.  (Tory). 

Contest:  Vernon  (B.W.)     ...  306 

Every  (T.)   260 

Tamworth  :*Thomas  Villiers,  Esq.  (Whig)    (n) 

*Sir  Robert  Burdett,  Bart.  (Tory)   (12) 

elected  unopposed  18  April  1754. 

by-election  :  Writ  issued  June  1756  vice 
Villiers,  created  Baron  Hyde  of 
Hindon. 

George  Bussy,  Viscount  Villiers  (Whig)    ...  (13) 
elected  28  June  1756,  defeating  Roger 
Townshend  (W.).1 

(1)  Hon.  William  Leveson  Gower.    Pari.  1715-22. 

(2)  (Sir)  William  Bagot  (Bart.)  (Lord  Bagot,  1780),  M.P. 

Staffs  1754-61,  1761-8,  1768-74,  1774-80. 
Born  28  February  1729  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  of  Sir  Walter 
Wagstaff  Bagot,  fifth  Bart.,  of  Blithfield  (d.  1768),  M.P.  Staffs 
1722-1754,  by  Lady  Barbara  (Legge).    He  matriculated  at 

Capt.  Porter  has  just  been  confirming  me  in  the  good  opinion  I  have  of 
the  greater  part  of  your  neighbours  contracting  to  the  compromise  ;  and 
I  own  I  cannot  lay  any  weight  on  the  assertions  that  this  opposition 
was  owing  to  any  mistake  as  to  the  disqualifying  of  Votes  in  the  House 
of  Commons  (doubtless  in  the  1753  Petition)  ;  the  Heads,  both  of  friends 

and  foes,  must  have  known  better  My  Lord  I  doubt 

intends  this  short  scrawl  shall,  with  his  kind  compliments  to  you  and 
the  Ladies,  serve  as  an  answer  to  your  last  obliging  letter  since  the 
Election.  The  News-papers  convey  all  the  news  talked  of  at  present, 
wh  only  concerns  elections  ;  Alas  for  Oxfordshire,  by  all  accounts 
nothing  was  ever  so  ill  managed.  I  cannot  bring  myself  to  have  hopes 
from  the  Scrutiny.  The  Betts  run  strong  against  Sir  Edward  Deering. 
Surely  Mr.  Vernon  of  Hilton  has  not  been  very  well  used. 

Adieu  and  believe  me  ever  yours    .    .    .'   .    E.  A. 

1  Beaven  ;  Roger  Townshend  must  have  enjoyed  the  old  Ferrers,  or 
Castle,  interest,  as  opposed  to  the  Thynne  (Drayton  Basset)  interest. 
Both  candidates  were  Whigs. 
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Magdalen  Coll.,  Oxf.  1747 ;  M.A.  1749  '>  D.C.L.  1754.  He 
married,  c.  1726,  Elizabeth  Louisa,  daughter  of  John,  Viscount 
St.  John.  He  was  a  Tory  and  supported  Lord  North,  by  whom 
he  was  offered  office  in  1770.  On  17  Oct.  1780  he  was  raised 
by  North  to  the  Peerage  as  Lord  Bagot  of  Bagots  Bromley, 
and  he  died  22  October  1798. 

He  was  an  active  politician  and  the  mainstay  of  landed 
property  against  all  other  interests.  But  he  had  many  modern 
Tory  virtues  ;  in  1770,  when  he  had  been  supporting  Grenville's 
Bill  for  purifying  Elections,  in  opposition  to  Lord  North's 
Government,  Burke  said  of  him,  partly  in  sarcasm  :  "A  Tory 
is  now  the  best  sort  of  Whig  .  .  .  according  to  that  gentle- 
man the  friends  of  political  liberty  and  religious  toleration  are 
Tories."  In  1771  his  opposition  to  a  Bill  affecting  titles  to 
real  estate  led  Mr.  Dunning  to  a  witty  reply  that  he  had  "  first 
called  on  heaven  in  the  shape  of  the  •  superi '  or  gentlemen  of  his 
own  description,  then  on  hell,  the  nefarious  influence,  as  he  him- 
self termed  it,  of  the  Ministry,  and  then  on  you,  Mr.  Speaker." 
He  opposed  very  strongly,  in  1773,  a  Bill  for  the  relief  of 
Protestant  Dissenters,  telling  against  the  measure.  But  by 
1777  he  had  become  the  Tory-Socialist  that  we  now  know  ;  he 
opposed  a  Bill  for  Licencing  a  Playhouse  in  Birmingham, 
first  because  he  disliked  the  corrupting  influence  on  the  nation 
of  licenced  theatres  in  manufacturing  towns,  and,  secondly,  for 
this  reason  :  it  seems  to  have  been  a  common  practice  for 
manufacturers  to  force  their  workmen  to  take  theatre  tickets 
in  lieu  of  wages,  which  the  children  had  to  sell  in  the  streets 
outside  the  theatre,  often  at  half-price, — an  early  example  of 
the  need  for  the  Truck  Act,  brought  forward  by  the  Tory  Bagot. 

(3)  Hon.  Henry  Frederick  Thynne  (Lord  Carteret)  of 
Hawnes  Park,  Bedfordshire,  M.P.  Staffs  January 
1757-61,  Weobley  1761-8,  1768-70. 

Born  1736  ;  second  son  of  Thomas  T.,  Viscount  Weymouth 
(d.  1750),  by  Louisa,  second  daughter  of  John  Carteret,  Earl 
Granville,  the  leader  of  the  "  patriots."  He  was  related  to  the 
Bedfords  and  Gowers,  and  his  brother  formed  one  of  the 
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"  Bloomsbury  Gang."  It  seems  proper  to  describe  these 
people  as  Whigs  in  1754-61.  He  was  Clerk  Comptroller  of 
the  Green  Cloth  1762-65 ;  Master  of  the  Household  1768-70 ; 
Postmaster-General  1770-89.  In  1776  he  took  the  name 
Cartaret  in  lieu  of  Thynne ;  having  succeeded  to  the  estates  of 
his  uncle  Earl  Granville  he  was  created  Baron  Carteret,  January 
1784  ;  and  died  unmarried,  a  staunch  Tory,  17  June  1826. 

(4)  Hon.  William  Richard  Chetwynd,  M.P.  Stafford  1754- 

61,  1761-February  1765. 
Born  1731 ;  second  but  eldest  son  at  this  time  of  John  C, 
second  Viscount  Chetwynd  (d.  1767) .  He  matriculated  at  Corpus 
Christi  College,  Oxford,  1747 ;  married,  1753,  a  Miss  Wollaston 
of  St.  James'  Square,  but  died  s.p.  and  v. p.  in  February  1765. 

(5)  William  Richard  Chetwynd  (Third  Visct.  Chetwynd). 

Pari  1715-22. 

(6)  (General)  The  Hon.  John  Waldegrave  (Earl  Wal- 

degrave),  M.P.  Oxford  1747-54,  Newcastle  1754-61, 

1761-October  1763. 
Born  1718  ;  younger  son  of  James  W.,  first  Earl  Walde- 
grave (d.  1741)  ;  entered  the  Army  ;  became  Brigadier  1758  ; 
distinguished  himself  at  Minden  1759 — Walpole  ascribes  the 
victory  as  chiefly  due  to  a  manoeuvre  conducted  by  him  ; — was 
a  Groom  of  the  Bedchamber  till  1763  and  then  succeeded  his 
elder  brother  as  third  Earl.  He  married  a  daughter  of  John, 
first  Earl  Gower,  and  was  therefore  given  this  seat  at  Newcastle. 
He  died  22  October  1784. 1    Ld.  Lieut.  Essex  1781. 

(7)  Hon.  Baptist  Leveson  Gower.    Pari.  1727-34 

(8)  Granville  Leveson  Gower,  Viscount  Trentham  (Earl 

Gower,  Marquis  of  Stafford),  M.P.  Bishops  Castle 
1744-7,  Westminster  1747-54,  Lichfield  1754. 
Born  1721  ;  third  son  and  heir  of  John,  first  Earl  Gower 
(d.  1754).    He  matriculated  at  Corpus  Christi,  Oxford,  in  1740. 
On  18  November  1749  he  was  appointed  a  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
in  Pelham's  Administration,  and  was  re-elected  for  West- 


1  Diet.  Nat.  Biog. 
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minster  after  a  severe  contest  with  Sir  George  Vandeput,  the 
Tory  candidate.    Having  attached  himself  to  that  section  of 
the  Whig  party  known  as  the  "  Bloomsbury  Gang,"  led  by  his 
brother-in-law,  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  he  resigned  office  in  June 
175 1.1    In  January  1755  he  was  made,  by  the  Duke  of  New- 
castle after  Pelham's  death,  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Staffordshire 
and,  in  the  preceding  December,  Lord  Privy  Seal.    In  1757, 
on  Pitt's  entering  the  cabinet,  he  gave  up  the  latter  post  to 
become  Master  of  the  Horse  outside  the  Cabinet,  1757-60  ; 
he  was  Keeper  of  the  Great  Wardrobe  1760-3  ;   and  Lord 
Chamberlain  April  1763-65,  resigning  on  Rockingham's  acces- 
sion to  power.     For  the  next  two  years  he  was  in  opposition 
to  Rockingham  and  Chatham,  but  on  the  Duke  of  Grafton 
forming  a  Ministry  in  December  1767,  he  joined  it  as  President 
of  the  Council,  continuing  to  hold  the  same  post  in  Lord  North's 
Government.  In  1771  the  Duke  of  Bedford  died,  and  from  that 
time  Gower  and  his  party  were  essentially  Tory  or  King's 
Friends,  though  they  doubtless  still  called  themselves  Whig. 
Gower  became  dissatisfied  with  the  conduct  of  the  War 
with  America,  and  resigned  office  in  1779.    In  the  1780 
Election  the  Gower  party  was  against  the  Government — 
Wrottesley,  one  of  that  party,  was  almost  a  reformer — but  no 
sooner  had  the  Coalition  Government  been  ejected  by  the  King 
in  December  1783  than  the  Gowers  were  back  again  in  the 
Government  of  the  younger  Pitt ;  and  they  finally  became 
merged  in  the  Tory  backing  of  that  Minister,  the  Earl  being 
President  of  the  Council  for  a  year,  exchanging  that  office  for 
that  of  Lord  Privy  Seal  in  November  1784.    In  1794  Gower, 
who  had  been  made  Marquis  of  Stafford  28  February  1786, 
retired  from  office  and  he  died  at  Trentham,  26  October  1803. 


1  Horace  Walpole  to  Mann,  4  June  1751  : — "  Lord  Sandwich  last 
week  received  his  dismissal ;  the  Duke  of  Bedford  resigned  next  day 
and  Lord  Trentham  with  him,  both  breaking  with  old  Gower,  who  is 
entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Pelhams,  and  made  to  declare  his  quarrel 
with  Lord  Sandwich  the  foundation  of  detaching  himself  from  the 
Bedfords." 

T 
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In  1799  he  had  resigned  the  Lieutenancy  of  the  county,  being 
succeeded  by  his  eldest  son. 

Being  allied  by  marriage  and  descent  with  all  the  great 
Whig  Houses,  and  being  devoted  to  politics  and  of  very  great 
wealth,  the  power  of  the  House  of  Trentham  attained  its 
zenith  under  his  control. 

(9)  Thomas  Anson,  Esq.    Pari.  1747-54. 

(10)  Henry  Vernon,  Esq.    Pari.  1747-54. 

(11)  Thomas  Villiers  (Earl  of  Clarendon).    Pari.  1747- 

54. 

(12)  Sir  Robert  Burdett,  Bart.    Pari.  1747-54. 

(13)  George  Bussy  Villiers,  Viscount  Villiers  (Earl  of 

Jersey),  M.P.  Tamworth  June  1756-61,  1761-5,  Aid- 
borough  1765-8,  Dover  1768-9. 

Born  1735  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  of  William  V.,  third  Earl  of 
Jersey  (d.  1769),  by  Anne,  dowager  Duchess  of  Bedford, 
daughter  of  Scrope  Egerton,  first  Duke  of  Bridgwater.  He 
was  one  of  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  1761-3 ;  Vice- 
Chamberlain  of  the  Household  1765-9 ;  Extra  Lord  of  the 
Bedchamber  1769-70 ;  out  of  office  under  Lord  North ;  Master 
of  the  Buckhounds  1782-3 ;  Captain  of  the  Gentlemen 
Pensioners  1783.  He  married,  1770,  Frances,  daughter  of  the 
Right  Rev.  Philip  Twysden,  Bishop  of  Raphoe,  and  died 
22  August  1805. 

Mr.  Beaven  writes:  "He  held  office  under  Newcastle  and 
Bute,  again  under  Rockingham  and  Grafton,  and  later  under 
Rockingham,  Shelburne  and  the  Coalition,  losing  his  place  in 
the  Household  when  Pitt  became  Prime  Minister  in  1783,  after 
which  date  he  remained  in  opposition  until  the  French 
Revolutionary  War,  when  he  ceased  to  take  part  in  public  life." 
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Parliament  of  176 1-8. 

General  Election  March- April  1761  ;  dissolution  11  March 
1768.  When  the  election  took  place  the  elder  Pitt  was  in 
power  in  the  middle  of  the  Seven  Years'  War.  Gower  was 
in  the  Household,  outside  the  Cabinet ;  Lord  Anson  was  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty.  But  the  new  King  and  Lord  Bute 
soon  edged  Pitt  and  Newcastle  out.  Pitt  resigned  in  October 
1761,  Newcastle  in  May  1762.  For  a  year  Bute  reigned  and 
made  peace  with  France,  then  in  April  1763  George  Grenville 
formed  his  administration  with  Gower  as  Lord  Chamberlain, 
and  in  September  the  rest  of  the  Bedford^ Whigs  joined  the 
Ministry.  In  July  1765  Grenville  was  turned  out  by  the 
King,  and  Rockingham  and  Chatham,  with  their  respective 
Whig  followers,  successively  took  his  place.  Gower  refused  to 
serve  under  Chatham  when  he  formed  his  Administration  in 
1766,  but  in  December  of  the  following  year,  after  Chatham 
had  practically  retired  from  ministerial  work  (though  still 
retaining  the  Privy  Seal)  and  Grafton  had  become  the  acting 
Prime  Minister,  Gower  came  back  as  President  of  the  Council. 
In  fact,  throughout  this  Parliament,  the  Gower  faction  were 
approximating  to  the  party  of  the  "  King's  Friends."  When 
Gower  found  Sir  Lawrence  Dundas  a  seat  at  Newcastle  in 
December  1762,  there  can  have  been  very  little  difference 
between  the  Gowers'  views  and  those  of  the  adherents  of 
Lord  Bute.  During  1765-6  the  Gowers  were  certainly  in 
opposition  to  Rockingham's  Government,  and  in  March  1766 
they  protested  against  the  Repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act — repealed 
to  please  the  Americans. 

The  names  of  the  minority  voters  in  four  divisions  are 
recorded  in  this  Parliament. 

t  2 
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In  1762  only  Grey  and  Villiers,  of  the  Staffordshire  members, 
were  found  to  vote  with  Pitt  against  Bute  and  the  peace. 

In  1764  Grey,  Villiers,  Anson,  Meynell  and  W.  R.  Chetwynd 
voted  with  Pitt  against  Grenville's  ministry — in  the  minority 
against  the  illegal  arrest  of  Wilkes. 

On  17  February  1765  the  same  Whigs  voted,  again  in  the 
minority,  against  Grenville's  Ministry  on  the  question  of 
General  Warrants  to  arrest. 

On  17  February  1768  Grey,  Anson  and  Burdett,  an  inde- 
pendent minority,  voted  against  Grafton's  Government. 

In  fact  the  Whigs  seem  to  have  been  :  Grey,  Anson, 
Villiers,  Crewe  and  Meynell ;  the  Bedford- Whigs  :  the  two 
Chetwynds,  Waldegrave,  Vernon,  Gilbert  and  Thurlow ;  the 
Tories,  or  "  King's  Friends  "  :  Bagot,  Levett,  Burdett  and 
Dundas.  (Those  in  italics  were  elected  after  the  General 
Election.)  Meynell  followed  Anson  rather  than  Gower,  but 
he  held  the  Gower  seat  at  Lichfield. 

THE  ELECTION  CONTESTS. 

In  1761  there  were  contests  at  Lichfield  and  Tamworth 
only,  and  of  the  latter  no  figures  have  survived.  At  the  by- 
elections  there  were  contests  in  March  1765  at  Stafford,  and 
in  December  1765  at  Tamworth.  Again  no  figures  have 
survived  for  Tamworth,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  the  opposition 
went  as  far  as  the  poll. 

The  Poll  Book  for  Lichfield  for  the  1768  election  gives  the 
manner  in  which  each  elector  voted  in  1761.  There  were 
only  eleven  votes  split  between  Anson  and  Levett,  and  only 
three  between  Meynell  and  Levett.  The  growth  of  the  Anson- 
Gower  burgages  and  freeholds  by  1768  will  be  dealt  with 
under  that  year.  It  appears  from  a  letter  from  Mr.  T.  Mills 
of  Barlaston  to  Lord  Anson  in  1757  that  it  was  Lord  Anson 
who  financed  the  purchase  of  the  Anson  interest  at  Lichfield. 
Thomas  Gilbert  was  then  acting  as  agent  for  Lord  Gower. 
From  a  letter  written  by  Mr.  T.  Buckeridge  to  Mr.  Anson  under 
date  25  February  1761,  it  is  evident  that  Meynell  was  Anson's 
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nominee,  and  that  John  Levett's  opposition  had  induced 
Anson  to  make  a  "  benefaction  to  the  town  "  ;  yet  "  Dyott  in 
a  drunken  humour  this  morning  got  a  parcel  of  people  together, 
treated  them  with  ale,  and  talked  to  them  of  an  opposition  ; 
but  there  is  no  money  stirring.  This  is,  I  believe,  the  grand 
obstacle  ;  and  I  heartily  wish  that  L  .  .  .  tt's  penuriousness 
may  at  last  get  the  better  of  his  peevishness."1 


1  Another  letter  of  the  same  date  from,  the  Rev.  Thos.  Buckeridge 
to  Thomas  Anson  gives  considerable  insight  into  "  Interest  Politics  "  : 

Lichfield.  14  February  1761. 

.  .  .  I  was  called  on  to  attend  a  general  meeting  of  our  friends 
at  the  George,  .  .  .  and,  after  an  infinity  of  Talk,  and  great 
variety  of  sentiments,  the  paper  your  honour  takes  notice  of  was 
drawn  up  and  subscribed  by  all  the  company  then  present ;  .  .  . 
and,  if  complied  with,  would  be  of  service  to  corroborate  the  interest. 
In  regard  to  a  necessity  of  discharging  the  publicans  demands  (for 
debts  they  can  certainly  not  be  called)  I  am  entirely  of  the  opinion 
that  there  is  none  ;  but  as  some  of  them  on  that  head  are  very 
clamorous,  ...  it  might  possibly  be  prudential  in  order  to  stop 
their  mouths,  and  establish  them  in  the  interest,  to  pay  them  some 
part  of  their  demands  ;  .  .  .  The  proposal  of  advancing  a  sum  of 
money  for  some  public  benefaction  will  look  well  in  conversation,  as 
Mr.  Levett  hath  talkd  of  some  such  scheme,  but  I  am  persuaded 
without  any  intention  of  doing  so  ;  but  will  be  of  no  real  advantage 
to  your  interest  at  all.  I  will  venture  to  affirm  that,  if  Lord  G.  and 
Lord  A.  should  think  proper  and  even  deposit  twice  the  sume  you 
mention,  it  woud  not  be  a  means  of  securing  one  friend  or  bringing 
over  one  enemy. 

The  third  particular  of  a  sum  of  money  to  the  freemen  that  are 
in  distress,  and  to  others  to  take  up  their  freedom,  is  quite  necessary  ; 
and  give  me  leave  to  assure  you  the  sum  need  not  be  large.  .  . 
About  the  middle  of  last  week  it  was  whispered  in  every  quarter  of 
the  town  that  Mr.  Levett  and  Mr.  Dolphin  purposed  offering  them- 
selves as  candidates  here,  and  that  they  had  got  over  many  of  our 
freemen  .  .  .  The  first  step  was  to  look  over  some  papers  that 
I  had  of  former  polls,  and  to  take  from  these  the  names  of  such  of 
our  freemen  as  seemed  most  likely  to  have  been  tampered  with  ;  we 
agreed  that  we  shoud  apply  ye  next  morning  to  the  most  suspicious 
to  discover  what  offers  had  been  made  them  and  how  their  affections 
lay  .  .  .  We  found  but  two  persons  had  made  any  promise ;  .  . 
When  I  came  to  call  upon  my  corps  in  Stowe  Street  I  found  that  two 
others  had  engaged  to  meet  Mr.  Dyott  the  next  night  at  a  publick 
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The  Stafford  Election  of  1765  was  an  attack  by  a  Rock- 
ingham Whig,  John  Crewe,  on  a  Bedford- Whig  or  King's 
Friend,  Captain  Chetwynd  ;  a  fight  between  independence  and 
the  Chetwynd  control.  The  Poll  Book  for  this  election  is  in 
the  possession  of  Lord  Lichfield.  At  Stafford,  unlike  Lich- 
field, there  was  in  effect  only  one  class  of  elector — the  burgesses. 
The  Mayor,  two  Justices,  eight  Aldermen  and  309  so-called 
"  capital  "  burgesses  voted.  The  latter  were  all  the  tradesmen 
of  the  town,  and  the  electorate  must  have  been  far  more 
democratic  than  at  Lichfield  or  even  at  Newcastle,  where  non- 
resident freemen  of  some  sort  voted.    The  trades  of  the 


house,  to  which  meeting  he  had  invited  several  others  ;  these  persons 
have  been  secured,  and  Dyott  had  the  mortification  to  find  that  at 
6  o'clock  in  the  evening,  when  he  came  to  ye  house,  that  not  a  man 
could  be  procured  to  give  him  the  meeting  ...  I  have  sent  for 
several  young  freemen  that  have  never  voted  before  ;  a  little  money 
hath  been  lent,  but  the  sum  is  too  triffling  to  be  taken  notice  of.  I 
wish  it  was  in  my  power  to  assure  you  that  there  will  be  no  opposition, 
but  this  I  cannot  answer  for.  Mr.  Levett  never  lets  anything  transpire, 
and  the  utmost  that  I  hear  Dyott  talks  of  is — polling  the  town — which 
you  know  is  only  to  give  trouble.  Money  I  am  certain  they  have  spent 
none  ;  and  I  wish  they  would  take  example  by  their  dissapointed 
friends  at  Stafford  and  handsomely  withdraw    .    .  . 


Publican  Voters  : 

Henry  Aston  ... 
John  Acton 
Tho.  Bond 
Tho.  Baley 
John  Bladon  ... 
Ben.  Hodgson 
Ant.  Jackson  ... 
David  Sturgeon 
Ed.  Sawyer 
Tho.  Slater 
Tho.  Smith 
Tho.  Snape 
Benj.  Sherod  ... 
Tho.  Walthew... 


Theo.  Buckeridge. 
£    5.  d. 
25-14-0 

ii-ii-o  2  votes. 
59-  0-0 

18-  0-0 
15-16-0 

15-  0-0 
43-  0-0 
99-  0-0 
29-10-0 
22-  8-0 

9-  7-0 

19-  0-0 
6-10-0 

16-  0-0 


votes, 
votes, 
votes, 
votes. 


Total 


389-16-0 
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burgesses  are  given  in  the  Poll  Book  ;  only  one  is  described 
as  "  gent  " — John  Holt  ;  and  the  "  gent  "  and  the  parson, 
the  Rev.  Joseph  Dickenson,  both  voted  in  effect  Tory,  i.e. 
for  Chetwynd.    Neither  of  the  candidates  had  votes  of  their 


own. 


County  :        George  Harry,  Lord  Grey  (Whig)   (1) 

*William  Bagot,  Esq.  (Tory)    (2) 

elected  unopposed  9  April  1761.1 

Stafford  :      *  William  Richard  Chetwynd,  Esq.  (Bedford- 

Whig)   '    ...    (3) 

♦William  Chetwynd,  Esq.  (Bedford- Whig)  (4) 
elected  unopposed  2  April  1761. 

by-election :  25  February  1765  New 
Writ,  issued  vice  W.  R.  Chetwynd, 
deceased, 

John  Crewe,  Esq.  (Whig)    (5) 

elected  3  March  1765,  defeating  Captain 
William  Chetwynd  (Bedford- Whig). 2 
Contest :  Crewe  (W.)         ...  177 
Chetwynd  (B.-W.)  144 

Newcastle  :  *General  John  Waldegrave  (Bedford- Whig)  (6) 
Henry  Vernon,  Esq.  (Bedford- Whig)      ...  (7) 
elected  unopposed  26  March  1761. 
by-election :  20  December  1762  New 
Writ,  issued  vice  Vernon,  appointed 
a  Commissioner  of  Excise. 


1  On  5  January  1761  Grey  and  Bagot  were  selected  to  stand  for 
the  county  by  a  meeting  of  the  gentlemen,  clergy  and  freeholders  at 
Stafford.    (Lloyd's  Evening  Post,  7  January  1761.) 

2  Captain  the  Hon.  William  Chetwynd,  son  and  heir  of  W.  R. 
Chetwynd,  Viscount  Chetwynd,  succeeded  as  fourth  Viscount  in  1770. 
He  was  Whig  M.P.  for  Stockbridge  1747-54,  was  granted  a  pension 
of  £400  p.a.  in  1782,  and  died  12  November  1791.  He  was  the  great- 
grandfather of  the  present  Viscount. 
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Sir  Lawrence  Dundas,  Bart.  (Tory)       ...  (8) 
elected  unopposed  27  December  1762. 
by-election  :  15  November  1763  New 
Writ,  issued  vice  Waldegrave,  suc- 
ceeded to   the  peerage  as  Earl 
Waldegrave. 
Thomas  Gilbert,  Esq.  (Bedford- Whig)    ...  (9) 
elected  unopposed  22  November  1763. 

Lichfield :     *Thomas  Anson,  Esq.  (Whig)    (10) 

John  Levett,  Esq.  (Tory)   (11) 

elected  30  March  1761,  defeating  Hugo 
Meynell,  Esq.  (Whig). 

Contest :  Anson  (W.)        ...  334 
Levett  (T.)         ...  3*5 
Meynell  (W.)       ...  313 
Meynell  petitioned  and  the  House 
resolved  : 

That  John  Levett,  Esq.,  was  not  duly 
elected, 

That  Hugo  Meynell,  Esq.,  was  duly 

elected. 
1  February  1762. 

Hugo  Meynell  (Whig)    (12) 

Tamworth  :  *Sir  Robert  Burdett,  Bart.  (Tory)  ...  (13) 

*George  Bussy,  Viscount  Villiers  (Whig)...  (14) 
elected  31  March  1761,  defeating  Simon 
Luttrell,  Esq.  (Tory)1  and  William 
Abney,"  Esq.  (Whig).2 
Poll  not  recorded. 

1  Simon  Luttrell  (Earl  of  Carhampton)  was  born  1713  ;  second 
son  of  Colonel  Henry  L.  (d.  1 717)  (see  Diet.  Nat.  Biog.).  He  was  M.P. 
1755-80  ;  created  Baron  Irnham  1768,  Viscount  Carhampton  1780, 
Earl  1785.  He  married  Maria,  daughter  of  Sir  Nicholas  Lawes, 
Governor  of  Jamaica,  and  had  a  daughter  who  was  married  in  1771 
to  (her  second  husband)  Henry  Frederick,  Duke  of  Cumberland.  He 
died  14  January  1787.  His  eldest  son  was  Colonel  Luttrell,  Wilkes' 
opponent. 

2  William  Abney,  Whig  barrister  of  the  Inner  Temple,  who 
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by-election  :  December  1765  New  Writ, 
issued  17  December,  vice  Villiers, 
appointed  by  Rockingham  to  be 
Vice-Chamberlain  of  the  House- 
hold, 

Edward  Thurlow  of  the  Inner  Temple 

(B.-Whig)   (15) 

elected  unopposed  23  December  1765. 1 

(1)  George   Harry,   Lord   Grey  of   Groby   (Earl  of 

Stamford),  M.P.  Staffs  1761-8,  1768. 
Born  1737  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  of  Harry  Grey,  Earl  of 
Stamford  (d.  1768  at  Enville),  by  Mary,  daughter  and  heiress 
of  George  Booth,  second  Earl  of  Warrington.  He  married,  in 
1763,  Henrietta,  daughter  of  William  Cavendish  Bentinck, 
second  Duke  of  Portland.  He  consistently  supported  the 
Rockingham  Whigs,  was  made  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Cheshire  in 
1783  under  the  Coalition  Government,  and  voted  for  Fox's 
India  Bill ;  and  created  Earl  of  Warrington  by  Pitt  in  1796. 
He  died  at  Enville,  May  181 9. 

(2)  (Sir)  William  Bagot  (Bart.)  (Lord  Bagot).    Pari.  1754- 

61. 

(3)  Hon.  William  Richard  Chetwynd.    Pari.  1754-61. 

(4)  William  Viscount  Chetwynd.    Pari.  1754-61. 


bought  the  Moat  House  at  Tamworth  in  1752.  Born  1713  ;  second 
son  of  George  A.  of  Willesley,  Derby.  He  had  a  freeholder's  vote  at 
Lichfield,  where  he  voted  Whig.  He  bought  Measham,  Derby,  and 
built  the  mansion  there.  He  married  Catherine,  daughter  and  heiress 
of  Thomas  Wotton  of  Little  Cannons,  Herts,  and  died  1800.  His 
daughter  Mary  married  John  Swynfen  of  Swynfen,  c.  1770. 

1  "  The  candidates  for  the  Borough  of  Tamworth  are  Hon.  George 
Shirley,  Colonel  of  the  Warwickshire  Militia,  and  Mr.  Thurloe,  one 
of  the  King's  Council."  {Public  Ledger,  25  July  1765.)  Shirley  must 
have  retired  before  the  Poll.  He  was  a  nominee  of  the  Ferrers-Towns- 
hend-Castle  interest,  fifth  son  of  the  first  Earl  Ferrers,  ancestor  of 
the  present  Shirleys  of  Ettington.   He  died  22  October  1787. 
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(5)  John  Crewe  (Lord  Crewe)  of  Madeley  and  Crewe, 

M.P.  Staffs  1765-8,  Cheshire  1768-74,  1774-80,  1780-4, 
1784-90,  1790-6,  1796-1802. 

Born  1742  ;  eldest  son  and  heir  of  John  C.  of  the  same, 
M.P.1  (d.  1752),  by  Anne,  daughter  of  Richard  Shuttleworth 
of  Gawthorp,  Lancashire.  He  matriculated  at  Christ  Church, 
Oxford,  1760  ;  was  Sheriff  of  Cheshire  1764.  In  1782  he 
carried  the  Bill  for  disfranchising  officers  of  the  Customs  and 
Excise.  Having  been  in  Parliament  above  thirty-seven  years 
and  a  constant  Whig,  he  was  by  the  "  All  the  Talents  Govern- 
ment "  created  Baron  Crewe  of  Crewe  in  1806.  He  married, 
1766,  Frances,  daughter  of  Fulke  Greville — the  famous  Mrs. 
Crewe  whom  Fox  "  preferred  to  all  women  living,"  and  whom 
the  Prince  of  Wales  toasted  after  Fox's  victory  at  West- 
minster in  1784  as  "  True  blue  and  Mrs.  Crewe,"  alluding  to 
the  blue  and  buff,  the  colours  of  Fox  which  were  to  become 
the  colours  of  the  Liberal  party  throughout  the  greater  part 
of  England.  Lord  Crewe  died  4  April  1829.  The  present 
Marquess  of  Crewe  is  his  great-grandson. 

(6)  General  the  Hon.  John  Waldegrave  (Earl  Walde- 

grave).    Pari.  1754-61. 

(7)  Henry  Vernon,  Esq.    Pari.  1747-54. 

(8)  Sir  Lawrence  Dundas,  First  Bart,  of  Kerse,  Stirling, 

M.P.  Linlithgow  Burghs  1747-8,  Newcastle  December 
1762-8,  Edinburgh  1768-74,  1774-80,  Richmond  1780-1, 
Edinburgh  March-September,  1781. 
Born  c.  1710  ;  second  son  of  Thomas  D.  of  Fingask  (d. 
1762).    He  was  Commissary  General  and  Contractor  to  the 
Army  1748-9,  acquiring  thereby  a  large  fortune.    He  was 
created  Baronet  in  1762  ;  Privy  Councillor  1771  ;  and  he  died 
at  Aske,  Yorks,  21  September  1781,  leaving  an  estate  of 
£16,000  a  year,  and  "  a  fortune  of  £900,000  in  personalities 


1  Pari.  1747-54. 
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and  landed  property."  His  son  and  heir  became  Lord  Dundas  in 
1794  ;  the  second  Baron  was  created  Earl  of  Zetland  in  1838, 
and  the  third  Earl  became  Marquis  of  Zetland  in  1892.  Bute 
certainly  persuaded  Gower  to  put  Dundas  in  for  Newcastle. 

(9)  Thomas  Gilbert  of  Cotton,  M.P.  Newcastle  November 
1763-8,  Lichfield  1768-74,  1774-80,  1780-4,  1784-90, 
I790-5- 

Born  1720  ;  son  and  heir  of  Thomas  G.  of  the  same.  He 
was  called  to  the  Bar,  Inner  Temple,  in  1744  ;  was  a  lieutenant 
of  the  regiment  raised  by  Lord  Gower  in  1745.  With  his 
brother  John  he  was  land  agent  to  the  Leveson  Gowers,  and 
the  Earl  gave  him  his  seat  in  Parliament.  Gilbert c<  managed  " 
the  Gower  Parliamentary  interest,  and  at  the  same  time 
became  an  energetic  reformer.  He  held  two  sinecures  :  the 
comptrollership  of  the  Great  Wardrobe  from  1763  till  its 
abolition  in  1782,  and  the  paymastership  of  the  pensions  to 
widows  of  officers  from  1769.  He  was  also  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  1784-95.  He  created  Poor 
Law  "  Unions. "  His  Bill  to  levy  a  tax  of  25  per  cent,  on  all 
Government  Places  and  Pensions  during  the  American  War 
led  to  his  being  described  by  James  Harris  as  "  a  kind  of  demi- 
courtier,  demi-patriot."  He  was  associated  with  James 
Brindley,  and  promoted  highways  and  canals  in  Staffordshire. 
He  advocated  the  abolition  of  alehouses  in  country  districts, 
except  for  the  use  of  travellers  ;  the  residence  of  the  clergy  ; 
the  abolition  of  imprisonment  for  debt  ;  the  encouragement  of 
Friendly  Societies.  His  first  wife  was  a  Miss  Philips,  to  whom 
he  had  presented  a  lottery  ticket  which  drew  one  of  the  largest 
prizes  of  the  year  ;  his  second  wife  was  Mary,  daughter  of 
Colonel  George  Crauford,  with  whom  he  retired  to  his  estate 
at  Cotton,  where  he  died,  18  December  1798.  His  political 
publications  were  very  numerous,  his  activities  immense  and 
beneficial.  Save  for  his  sinecures  his  career  seems  to  have  been 
one  of  singular  unselfishness  and  usefulness,  remarkable  in  the 
century  in  which  he  lived.1 


1  Diet.  Nat.  Biog. 
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(10)  Thomas  Anson,  Esq.    Pari.  1747-54. 

(11)  John  Levett  of  Wichnor,  M.P.  Lichfield  1761-February 

1762. 

Born  c.  1722  ;  second  son  of  Theophilus  L.  of  Packington 
(d.  1746),  by  Mary,  daughter  and  coheiress  of  John  Babington 
of  Packington.  He  bought  Wichnor  as  it  stood  with  all 
therein  from  John  Ofiiey  in  1765,  and  died  22  November  1799, 
aged  seventy-seven.    His  descendants  still  own  Wichnor.1 

(12)  Hugo  Meynell  of  Bradley,  Derby  and  of  Quorndon, 

Leicester,  M.P.  Lichfield  1762-8,  Lymington  1769-74, 
Stafford  1774-80. 
Born  1735  ;  second  son  of  Littleton  Pointz  M.2  by  Judith, 
daughter  of  Thos.  Alleyne  of  Barbadoes.  He  married,  (1) 
1754,  Anne,  daughter  of  John  Gell ;  she  died  1757  ;  (2)  1758, 
Mary  Boothby,  daughter  of  Charles  Boothby  Skrymshire  of 
Tooley  Park,  Leicestershire  ;  and  (3)  1782,  Elizabeth,  daughter 
and  coheiress  of  Charles  Ingram,  Viscount  Irwin.  He  was  a 
friend  of  Fox  ;3  he  voted  constantly  with  Chatham  and  the 
Whigs,  and  later  against  North  and  the  Tories.  He  died  14 
December  1808.  "  He  has  long  been  esteemed  the  first  fox- 
hunter  in  the  Kingdom."  "  In  1791,  on  the  first  day  of  the 
hunting,  three  hundred  horsemen  and  ladies  in  carriages 
assembled  at  cover  at  his  entertainment."4  Seeing  that  the 
famous  hunts  of  the  Quorn  and  the  Meynell  both  take  their 
names  from  him,  it  seems  curious  that  his  name  is  not  to  be 
found  in  the  Dictionary  of  National  Biography. 

(13)  Sir  Robert  Burdett,  Bart.    Pari.  1747-54. 


1  Burke,  Landed  Gentry. 

2  Meynell  of  Bradley  won  Ashley  and  Gerards  Bromley  from 
Mr.  Fleetwood  at  gaming.  He  left  them  to  his  second  son  Hugo  ; 
and  the  great  house  at  Gerards  Bromley  was  pulled  down  c.  1749. 
(5.C.  XII,  N.S.,  257.) 

3  Sichel,  Life  of  Sheridan,  II,  102. 

4  Nicholls'  History  of  Leicestershire,  III,  101. 
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(14)  George  Bussy  Villiers,  Viscount  Villiers  (Earl  of 

Jersey).    Pari.  1754-61. 

(15)  Edward  Thurlow  (Lord  Chancellor  Thurlow),  M.P. 

Tamworth,  December  1765-8,  1768-74,  1774-8. 

Born  1731  ;  eldest  son  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  T.  of  Little 
Ashfield,  Suffolk.  He  matriculated  at  Gonville  and  Caius 
College,  Cambridge,  in  1748 ;  was  admitted  to  the  Inner 
Temple  1752  ;  and  took  silk  1762.  Thomas  Thynne,  Viscount 
Weymouth,  got  him  his  seat  at  Tamworth  as  an  opponent  of 
the  Rockingham  Whigs.  He  was  Solicitor-General  1770  ; 
Attorney-General  1771.  He  pressed  the  prosecution  of  Give, 
and  supported  every  Tory  measure,  every  tyrannous  prosecu- 
tion, every  repression  of  the  American  colonies.  His  attitude 
towards  the  war  secured  him  the  King's  favour,  and  in  1778 
the  Lord  Chancellorship.  Lord  Rockingham  was  forced  by 
the  King  to  continue  him  in  office  in  1782.  When  Shelburne 
succeeded  Rockingham  the  same  year  he  also  had  to  carry  the 
Lord  Chancellor  ;  but  in  1783  the  Coalition  of  North  and  Fox 
forced  his  retirement.  He  came  back  with  Pitt  in  December 
1783,  and  it  was  not  till  1792  that  Pitt  was  able  to  get  rid 
of  the  bitter,  selfish  old  man  who  stuck  to  office  like  a  limpet. 
He  died  12  September  1806. 


Parliament  of  1768-74. 

General  Election  March  1768  ;*  dissolution  30  November 
1774.  The  Duke  of  Grafton  with  the  Bedford-Go wer  group 
and  the  more  conservative  Whigs  had  just  come  into  office 
when  this  election  was  held.  Grey  and  Anson  were  the  only 
Rockingham  Whigs  returned  from  Staffordshire  ;  Chetwynd, 


1  In  this  election  there  was  a  famous  contest  in  Derbyshire  when 
Godfrey  Bagnal  Clarke  (W.)  defeated  Sir  Henry  Harpur  (T.). 
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Wrottesley,  Forrester  and  Gilbert  were  Bedford- Whigs  ;  Bagot, 
de  Grey  and  Thurlow  were  Tories.  Whitworth,  an  erratic 
politician  whom  it  is  impossible  to  classify,  voted  generally 
with  the  Whigs  at  this  time,  though  rather  Tory  in  the  next 
Parliament.  There  were  contests  at  Stafford,  where  Meynell, 
a  Whig,  was  defeated,  and  at  Newcastle,  where  the  attack  on 
the  Gower  interest  may  not  have  gone  so  far  as  the  Poll. 
Subsequent  by-elections  changed  Tory  for  Tory  at  Tamworth, 
and  one  Ansonite  for  another  at  Lichfield  ;  changed  one  Bed- 
ford-Whig for  another  at  Newcastle,  and  put  Wrottesley,  a 
Bedford-Whig,  in  for  the  county  interest  instead  of  Lord 
Grey,  a  real  Whig.  At  no  by-election  was  there  any 
contest. 

On  the  question  of  the  expulsion  of  Wilkes,  so 
dear  to  the  heart  of  the  King,  only  Whitworth 
opposed,  while  Wrottesley  (B.-W.),  Forrester  (B.-W.),  Gilbert 
(B.-W.),  and  Thurlow  (T.)  voted  with  Grafton's  Government, 
1769. 

Lord  North  and  a  more  Tory  Ministry  came  into  power  in 
1770.  Gower  was  still  with  them.  Indeed  Whitworth  and 
Hart  (W.)  seem  to  have  been  the  only  two  Staffordshire 
members  who  could  be  counted  on  to  vote  against  Lord  North 
in  this  Parliament.  Hart  (W.)  alone  is  to  be  found  in  the 
minority  of  seventy-one  who  opposed  the  making  of  the 
Thirty  Nine  Articles  compulsory  on  Church  of  England 
parsons.  Hay  (B.-W.),  Gilbert  (B.-W.),  Thurlow  (T.)  and 
Vernon  (T.)  seem  to  have  been  constant  supporters  of  Lord 
North. 

County  :       *George  Harry,  Lord  Grey  (Whig)   (1) 

*Sir  William  Bagot,  Bart.  (Tory)   (2) 

elected  unopposed  31  March  1768. 
by-election  :  z\  June  1768  New  Writ, 
issued  vice  Grey,  succeeded  to  the 
peerage  as  Earl  of  Stamford, 
Captain  John  Wrottesley  (Bedford- Whig)  (3) 
elected  unopposed  5  July  1768. 
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Stafford  :       Richard  Whitworth,  Esq.  (Tory)   (4) 

*William,  Viscount   Chetwynd  (Bedford- 

Whig)   (5) 

elected  18  March  1768,  defeating  Hugo 
Meynell,  Esq.  (Devonshire  Whig). 
Contest:1  Whitworth  (T.)  ...  237 
Chetwynd  (B.-W.)  222 
Meynell  (W.)     ...  206 
by-election  :  3  April  1770  New  Writ, 
issued  vice  Chetwynd,  deceased, 
William  Nevil  Hart,  Esq.  (Whig)  ...  (6) 

elected  unopposed  12  April  1770. 

Newcastle  :    Captain  John  Wrottesley  (Bedford- Whig)  (3) 
Alexander  Forrester,  Esq.  (Bedford- Whig)  (7) 
elected  22  March  1768,  defeating  — 
Fenton  (Ind.),  who  may  not  have 
gone  to  the  Poll.1 

by-election  :  22  November  1768  New 
Writ,  issued  vice  Wrottesley,  ac- 
cepted Chiltern  Hundreds  to 
stand  for  the  County, 

Dr.  George  Hay  (Bedford- Whig)   (8) 

elected  unopposed  28  November  1768. 
by-election  :  13  January  1774  New 
Writ,  issued  vice  Hay,  appointed 
a  Judge  of  the  Admiralty  Court, 

Sir  George  Hay  (Bedford- Whig)   (8) 

re-elected  unopposed  30  January  1774. 

Lichfield  :     *Thomas  Anson,  Esq.  (Whig)    (9) 

Thomas  Gilbert,  Esq.  (Bedford- Whig)    ...  (10) 
elected  unopposed  19  March  1768. 
by-election :  24  January  1770  New 
Writ,  issued  vice  Anson,  resigned, 

George  Adams,  Esq.  (Whig)    (n) 

elected  unopposed  30  January  1770. 


Beaven. 
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Tamworth  :  William  de  Grey,  Esq.  (Attorney-General) 

(Tory)    (12) 

*Edward  Thurlow,  Esq.  (Tory)    (13) 

elected  unopposed,  18  March  1768. 
by-election  :  24  November  1768  New 
Writ,  issued  vice  de  Grey,  who  pre- 
ferred to  sit  for  Newport,  Cornwall, 
Major-General  Charles  Vernon  (Tory)  (14) 
elected  unopposed  30  November  1768. 
by-election  :  28  March  1770  New  Writ, 
issued    vice    Thurlow,  appointed 
Solicitor-General, 
Edward  Thurlow,  Esq.  (Tory)     ...       ...  (13) 

re-elected  unopposed  4  April  1770. 
by-election :  25  January  1771  New 
Writ,  issued  vice  Thurlow,  appointed 
Attorney-General, 

Edward  Thurlow  (Tory)    (13) 

re-elected  unopposed  1  February  1771. 

(1)  George  Harry,  Lord  Grey  of  Groby  (Earl  of  Stam- 

ford).   Pari.  1761-8. 

(2)  (Sir)   William  Bagot   (Bart.)   (Lord  Bagot).  Pari. 

1754-61. 

(3)  (General  Sir)  John  Wrottesley  (Bart.),  M.P.  New- 

castle 1768  (March-July),  Staffs  July  1768-74,  1774- 
80,  1780-4,  1 784- April  1787. 
Born  1744  ;  only  son  of  Sir  Richard  W.,  seventh  baronet 
(d.  1769),  by  Mary,  daughter  of  John,  Earl  Gower.1 


1  The  following  pedigree  shows  his  relations  in  politics  : 

John,  first  Earl  Gower  =p  Evelyn,  dau.  of  Duke  of  Kingston. 
 i  

Granville,  first  =p  Louisa,  dau.  of  Gertrude  =  Duke  of  Mary  =p  Sir  Riehard 

Marquess  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford.  I  Wrottesley. 

Stafford.  Bridgwater. 

1  i  i  1  i 

George  =  Caroline,  dau.  Anne  (m.  ■  Caroline  (m.  to  Sir  John  Elizabeth 
Granville,       of  Earl  of  E.  Vernon         the  Duke  of        Wrottesley.    (m.  the  Duke 

Duke  of         Carlisle.  Harcourt,        Marlborough).  of  Grafton). 

Sutherland.  Archbishop 
of  York). 
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Wrottesley  was  page  to  the  King  and  had  a  Commission 
in  the  Guards  at  the  age  of  sixteen.  He  became  equerry  to 
the  Duke  of  York  till  the  Duke's  death  in  1767.  He  was 
returned  for  the  family  borough  in  1768,  and,  at  the  first 
vacancy,  for  the  Whig  seat  in  the  County.  All  his  cousins 
were  in  the  Grafton  and  North  Administrations,  and  he  sup- 
ported them  till  the  dissolution  of  the  Bloomsbury  Gang. 
From  1775-1778  he  served  with  the  Guards  in  America, 
became  critical  of  the  Government  and  opposed  to  the  war. 
On  Dunning's  motion  in  1780  against  the  influence  of  the 
Crown,  which  was  carried  against  the  Government  by  a 
majority  of  eighteen,  Sir  John  voted  with  that  majority,  and 
he  voted  against  the  Government  on  the  motion  which  finally 
turned  out  North's  Ministry  in  March  1782.  But  he  opposed 
the  Coalition  Ministry,  and  supported  that  of  Pitt,  which  was 
joined  by  the  Gowers.  He  was  a  critical  member  of  the 
Gower  party,  which,  called  itself  Whig  and  was  in  effect  Tory. 
He  died  2  April  1787.  His  sons,  John  and  Henry,  both  had 
seats  in  the  Commons  ;  the  one  began  as  a  Tory  and  ended  as 
a  Liberal ;  the  other  began  as  a  Whig  and  ended  as  a  Tory, 
but  the  latter  sat  for  the  rotten  borough  of  Brackley,  belonging 
to  the  Duke  of  Bridgwater. 

(4)  Richard  Whitworth  of  Batchacre,  M.P.  Stafford  1768- 
74,  1774-80. 

Born  1734  ;  he  was  a  nephew  of  Charles,  first  Baron  Whit- 
Worth  (1675-1725),  and  therefore  a  grandson  of  Richard  W. 
of  Adbaston,  by  Anne,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Francis  Mosley, 
Rector  of  Wilmslow.  In  1758  he  was  sheriff  of  Staffordshire. 
When  Sheridan  stood  for  Stafford  and  turned  Whitworth  out 
in  1780,  it  was  understood  that  Whitworth  controlled  the  Tory 
interest  in  that  borough.  He  petitioned  against  Sheridan  and 
failed  to  oust  him.  Yet  on  two  of  the  four  occasions  on  which 
his  votes  in  the  House  are  recorded,  he  voted  with  the  Whig 
minority  against  Lord  North  ;  and  his  speeches  in  the  House 
were  numerous,  and  as  follows  : — 

u 


2g0  STAFFORDSHIRE  MEMBERS  OF  PARLIAMENT. 

1771,  against  committing  the  Lord  Mayor  to  the  Tower. 
On  this  occasion  he  made  a  great  speech  for  liberty 
and  the  law,  and  told  against  the  commitment  with 
only  39  in  the  lobby  with  him. 

1772,  for  the  decent  treatment  of  the  natives  of  Bengal ; 
against  the  right  of  the  Lords  to  amend  a  Money  Bill ; 
on  behalf  of  the  natives  of  St.  Vincent,  who  were 
being  suppressed  by  our  troops  ;  on  behalf  of  the 
natives  of  India  against  the  East  India  Company.  On 
this  occasion  "  the  continued  laughter  of  the  House 
obliged  this  well-meaning  but  indistinct  little  speaker 
to  resume  his  seat  much  against  his  will."1 

1773,  against  the  punishment  of  flogging  for  dog-stealing 
and  Game  Law  offences. 

All  these,  of  course,  are  the  records  of  a  Radical  one  hundred 
years  before  his  time  ;  it  was  twenty  years  before  Whigs  like 
Erskine,  Wilberforce,  and  that  Sheridan  who  turned  him  out 
of  Stafford,  were  saying  the  same  things.  He  died  September 
181 1,  aged  seventy-seven,  when  his  property  descended  to 
Earl  Whit  worth. 

Mr.  Beaven  adds  :  "  He  voted  againt  Dunning's  motion 
(on  the  influence  of  the  Crown)  in  1780,  which  is  generally 
taken  as  a  test  of  Whig  and  Tory  at  that  time.  He  appears  to 
have  been  an  eccentric  and  independent  politician." 

(5)  William  Viscount  Chetwynd.    Pari.  1754-61. 

(6)  William  Nevill  Hart,  M.P.  Stafford  1770-4. 

W.  N.  Hart  took  the  name  of  Hart  in  February  1765,  in 
lieu  of  Blondeau,  which  suggests  French  parentage.  He  was 
a  London  banker,  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  Backwell,  Hart, 
Darell  and  Croft,  at  the  sign  of  the  Grasshopper,  Pall  Mall; 
which  firm,  by  1770,  had  changed  its  name  to  Croft,  Hart  and 
Backwell.  In  1774  Hart's  name  drops  out  and  the  firm  is 
Croft  and  Backwell.    This  firm,  of  which  in  its  later  period 


1  Pari.  Hist.  XVII,  659. 
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the  chief  partner  was  William  Devaynes,  M.P.  for  Barnstaple, 
failed  in  1810.  Hart  was  created  D.C.L.  of  Oxford,  8  July 
1773. 1 

He  seems  never  to  have  spoken  in  the  House,  but  all  his 
votes  were  given  for  the  extreme  Whigs. 

(7)  Alexander  Forrester,  Barrister-at-Law,  M.P.  Dun- 

wich  1758-61,  Okehampton  1761-8,  (Bedford- Whig) 
Newcastle  1768-74. 

He  was  certainly  a  nominee  of  the  Bedford  group  and  he 
voted  for  the  expulsion  of  Wilkes  in  1769.  He  never  spoke 
in  the  House,  and  he  died  2  July  1787. 

(8)  (Sir)  George  Hay,  M.P.   (Whig)  Stockbridge  1754-6, 

Calne  1757-61,  Sandwich  1761-8,  Newcastle  (Tory) 
1768-74,  1774-8. 
Born  1715  ;  son  of  the  Rev.  John  Hay.  He  matriculated 
at  St.  John's,  Oxford,  1731  ;  a  leading  ecclesiastical  court 
lawyer  ;  he  was  Chancellor  of  the  Diocese  of  Worcester  1751- 
64  ;  King's  Advocate  and  Vicar-General  to  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury  1755-64  ;  a  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  1756-65  ;  was 
Dean  of  the  Arches  and  Judge  of  the  Prerogative  Courts  (1764) 
and  Judge  of  the  Admiralty  Court  (1773)  till  his  death ; 
knighted  November  1773  ;  committed  suicide  6  October  1778. 
On  the  subject  of  Wilkes  he  asserted  that  the  Law  of  Govern- 
ment was  superior  to  the  Law  of  the  Land,  for  which  the  Whigs 
attacked  him  ;  and  he  supported  every  arbitrary  exercise  of 
coercion  in  America.  While  he  sat  for  Newcastle  he  was 
undoubtedly  a  Tory  supporter  of  Lord  North.2 

(9)  Thomas  Anson,  Esq.    Pari.  1747-54. 

(10)  Thomas  Gilbert,  Esq.    Pari.  1761-8. 


1  Beaven. 

2  Diet.  Nat.  Biog. 
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(11)  George  Adams  (Anson)  of  Shugborough,  M.P.  Saltash 

1761-8,  Lichfield  January  1770-4,  1774-80,  1780-4, 
1784-9. 

Born  173 1  ;  son  and  heir  of  Sambrooke  Adams  of  Sambrook, 
Salop,  by  Jeanette,  sister  of  Thomas  Anson,  M.P.,1  and  of 
George,  Lord  Anson,  to  both  of  whom  George  Adams  was 
heir.  He  took  the  name  of  Anson  in  May  1773.  He  married, 
1763,  Mary,  daughter  of  George  Venables  Vernon,  M.P.2  first 
Lord  Vernon,  and  died  27  October  1789. 

He  was  a  more  resolute  Whig  than  his  predecessor,  Thomas 
Anson,  but  continued  the  arrangement  with  the  Gowers  as  to 
the  representation  of  Lichfield.  He  was  one  of  the  171  who 
voted  for  Wilkes'  motion  to  expunge  from  the  Journals  the 
record  of  his  expulsion  from  the  House,  1775.  He  was  one  of 
the  114  who  voted  against  the  Civil  List  proposed  by  Lord 
North  in  1771.  He  voted  with  Fox  on  the  Army  question, 
2  February  1778  ;  and  against  the  War  in  1780.  He  voted  for 
the  Want  of  Confidence  motion  which  in  March  1782  finally 
upset  the  North  Ministry.  His  last  recorded  vote  was  against 
Pitt  on  the  question  of  the  King's  illness  in  December  1788. 
He  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  Thomas  Anson,  afterwards 
Lord  Anson.3 

(12)  (Sir)  William  de  Grey  (Lord  Walsingham),  M.P. 

Newport,  Cornwall,  1761-8,  Newport  1768-70,  Cam- 
bridge University  1770-1  (elected  for  Tamworth,  but 
preferred  to  sit  for  Newport  1768). 
Born  1719  ;  third  son  of  Thomas  de  G.  of  Merton,  Norfolk 
{d.  1765),  by  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William  Windham  of 
Felbridge,  Norfolk.    He  matriculated  at  Christ's  College,  Cam- 
bridge ;  was  a  Barrister  of  the  Inner  Temple  ;  K.C.  1758, 
Solicitor-General  to  the  Queen  1761-3  ;  Solicitor-General  1763- 
6  ;  Attorney-General  1766-71  ;  Chief  Justice  of  Common  Pleas 
1771-80  ;  created  Baron  Walsingham  1780  ;  and  d.  9  May 
1781.    "  A  most  accomplished  lawyer."4 


1  parl.  1747-54- 
3  Pari.  1784-90. 


2  Pari.  1727-34. 

4  G.E.C.,  Complete  Peerage. 
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(13)  Edward  Thurlow  (afterwards  Lord  Chancellor 

Thurlow).    Pari.  1761-8. 

(14)  Major-General  Charles  Vernon  of  the  New  Forest, 

Hants,  M.P.  Tamworth  1768-74. 

Born  1719  ;  d.  3  August  1810.  Lieutenant  of  the  Tower, 
1762-1810.1  Major-General  1765  (antedated  to  1762),  Lieu- 
tenant-General  1772,  General  1783.  At  the  date  of  his  death 
he  was  the  Senior  General  in  the  Army  List. 


Parliament  of  1774-80. 

General  Election  October  1774  ;  dissolution  1  November 
1780.  At  the  date  of  the  election  and  throughout  this  Parlia- 
ment Lord  North  was  in  office,  and  carried  on  the  war  with 
America.  The  Gowers  were  with  him  till  1779,  when  they 
got  tired  of  the  war.  Of  the  Staffordshire  members,  Wrottes- 
ley,  Hay,  Lord  Chewton,  Lord  Trentham,  Gilbert,  and  even 
de  Grey  and  Chamier  should  be  described  as  Go  we  r- Whigs. 
Thurlow  started  politically  under  the  same  aegis,  but  he  and 
Bagot  and  (in  the  later  days  of  this  Parliament)  Whitworth 
were  more  directly  Tories  and  followers  of  Lord  North  himself. 
Meynell  and  Anson  were  Rockingham- Whigs  of  the  pure 
breed,  of  whom  Fox  soon  became  the  leader  in  the  Commons. 
They  are  properly  classed  as  opposition. 

On  Wilkes'  motion,  22  February  1775,  to  expunge  from 
the  Journals  of  the  House  the  record  of  his  expulsion,  which 
was  defeated  by  239  to  171,  only  Anson,  of  the  Staffordshire 
members,  voted  in  the  minority.  Six  months  later,  after  the 
war  had  started,  Meynell  was  in  the  minority  against  the 
Address  ;  and  on  16  April  1777  Anson  and  Meynell  recorded 
votes  against  the  Civil  List.  Fox's  minority  of  165  in  Feb- 
ruary 1778  included  only  Anson  ;  but  by  6  April  1780  the 
Gower  section  had  left  the  Ministry,  the  war  was  in  a  disastrous 
muddle,  and  the  majority  of  233  against  the  Government  on 


Beaven. 
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Dunning's  motion,  denouncing  the  increase  of  the  Crown 
influence,  included  Wrottesley  as  well  as  Anson  and  Meynell. 
Bagot,  Whitworth,  Lord  Trentham,  Gilbert,  de  Grey,  and 
Chamier  still  voted  with  the  Court. 

County  :       *Sir  William  Bagot,  Bart.  (Tory)   (i) 

*Sir  John  Wrottesley,  Bart.  (Gower-Whig)  (2) 
elected  unopposed  21  October  1774. 

Stafford  :       Hugo  Meynell,  Esq.  (Whig)    (3) . 

♦Richard  Whitworth,  Esq.  (Tory)   (4) 

elected    8    October    1774,  defeating 
Robert  Pigot,1  probably  without  a 
Poll.2 

Newcastle :    George  Waldegrave,    Viscount  Chewton 

(Gower-Whig)    (5) 

*Sir  George  Hay,  Kt.  (Gower-Whig)        ...  (6) 
elected   11   October   1774, 3  defeating 
Clement  Kinnersley,  Esq.  (Tory)4 

Contest :  Chewton  (G.-W.)  293 
Hay  (G.-W.)       ...  270 
Kinnersley  (T.)    ...  193 
by-election  :  19  January  1779  New 
Writ,  issued  vice  Hay,  deceased, 


1  Robert  Pigot  of  Patshull  was  the  brother  of  Lord  Pigot, 
M.P.  for  Bridgnorth,  on  whose  death  he  succeeded  to  the  family 
baronetcy.  He  sat  for  Wallingford ,,  1768-72,  I  think  as  a  Tory,  and 
was  Warden  of  the  Mint  1772  till  his  death  in  August  1796,  being 
then  a  Lieutenant-General  in  the  Army.  His  family  habitually 
represented  Bridgnorth.  (Beaven.) 

2  Beaven. 

3  According  to  the  Borough  Records  [penes  T.  Pope),  445  Burgesses' 
votes,  and  non-resident  Burgesses  who  tendered  a  vote,  were  rejected. 

4  Clement  Kinnersley  of  Loxley  was  born  1745  ;  second  son 
of  Thomas  K.  of  the  same  (d.  1755),  by  Penelope,  daughter  and  heiress 
of  John  Wheeler  of  Wooton  Lodge.  He  succeeded  his  brother  in  1756 
in  an  estate  of  ^15,000  a  year,  inherited  from  the  Clarks  of  Sutton, 
Derby.  He  married  Rosamund,  daughter  of  Sir  Wolston  Dixie,  Bart., 
of  Bosworth,  and  died  without  issue  23  April  18 15,  leaving  Loxley  to 
his  sister's  son,  Thomas  Sneyd- (Kinnersley). 
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George  Granville  Lewson  Gower,  Viscount 

Trentham  (Gower- Whig)    (7) 

elected  unopposed  26  January  1779. 

Lichfield :     *George   Anson   (formerly  Adams),  Esq. 

(Whig)    (8) 

"Thomas  Gilbert,  Esq.  (Gower- Whig)      ...  (9) 
elected  unopposed  10  October  1774. 1 


1  The  manner  in  which  the  Anson-Gower  alliance  managed  to 
avoid  any  contest  at  Lichfield  for  thirty-eight  years  is  admirably 
shown  by  the  Lichfield  Statement  of  the  Interest  in  1774.  In  the 
first  place  the  Burgages  in  their  hands  had  increased  to  55  out  of 
235.  Then  the  Freeholders  had  increased  from  209  in  1753  to  325 
in  1774,  and  of  these  37  can  be  definitely  identified  as  faggot  votes 
by  the  fact  that  the  addresses  of  the  voters  are  given  as  Lilleshull, 
Trentham,  Shugborough  or  other  estates  of  the  Gower  family,  far 
from  Lichfield.  I  imagine  that  control  was  retained  over  the  faggot- 
voter  by  a  mortgage  of  the  advance  required  to  pay  for  the  property. 
Meanwhile  the  numbers  of  the  independent  freemen  had  sunk  from 
178  to  152.  One  only  wonders  that  it  was  thought  worth  while  to 
contest  the  seat  in  1799,  1826  and  1830  against  such  tremendous 
odds.  Needless  to  say,  the  attempts  failed  and  Anson  and  Gower 
reigned  to  the  end. 

Even  an  uncontested  election  was  not,  however,  without  expense. 
The  Earl  of  Lichfield  has  an  MS.  "  Account  of  the  Expenses  relative 
to  the  Election  of  George  Anson,  Esq.,  and  Thomas  Gilbert,  Esq., 
as  members  for  the  city  of  Lichfield,  October  1774."  For  "  Out- 
messengers,  Distributors  of  letters,  Horsehire,  Chaises,  etc.,"  21  persons 
receive  ^47  125.  8d.  "  To  the  Ringers  at  the  four  churches,  for  ringing 
two  days  at  each  church — two  guineas  for  each  member — 
£16  16s.  od." 


For  guilding  and  making  the  chairs  and  for  two  staffs  to 

carry  them 
18  Chair-dressers,  10s.  6d.  each 
26  Chair  Carriers  at  10s.  6d.  each  ... 
To  the  19  Dozeners  for  their  attendance,  2s.  6d.  each 
To  the  Morris  Dancers  

To  the  Music   

To  the  Undersheriff  as  usual,  5  guineas  each  member 


17 

9 


13  13 
2  7 


10  10 
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Tamworth  :    Thomas  de  Grey,  jun.  (Go wer- Whig)      ...  (10) 
*Edward  Thurlow,  Attorney-General  (Tory)  (11) 
Elected   10   October   1774,  defeating 
Isaac  Hawkins  Browne,  Esq.  (Whig)1 
Contest :  De  Grey  (G.-W.)  ...  191 
Thurlow  (T.)       ...  186 
Browne  (W.)       ...  118 
by-election  :  6  June  1777  New  Writ, 
issued  vice  de  Grey,  appointed 
Commissioner    of    Trade  and 
Plantations, 


£ 

To  his  clerk       ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  1 

To  the  Serjeants  at  Mace  and  other  officers  of  the  Corporation  8 
Public  House  Bills,  including  the  Ale  on  election  day,  were  : 


George  ... 

Swann  ... 

Kingshead 

Talbot  ... 

Old  Crown 

Coach  and  Horses 

Tankard 

Seven  Starrs  ... 

Others  unnamed 


Ribbons  ... 
Printing  ... 

Message  cards  to  the  Swann  and  two  sticks  of  sealing-wax.. 
Advertising  in  Birmingham  Paper 
To  the  women's  hospital  as  usual 
To  the  men's  hospital  ... 


Total 


£ 
34 
9 

7 
15 

6 
8 
6 

7 
46 


14 
10 


142 

2 
o 
o 
1 
1 


6 
3 

16 
1 

7 
1 
1 


312  14  9 

156  7  4 
elected  on 


Grand  Total 

One  Half   

1  Isaac  Hawkins  Browne,  F.R.S.,  of  Badger,  Salop 
double  return  but  unseated  for  Milborne  Port  1774  ;  M.P.  Bridgnorth 
1784-1812.  He  was  born  1745  ;  son  of  Isaac  Hawkins  B.,  M.P.  for 
Wenlock.  He  was  the  author  of  volumes  of  Essays  on  Religious  and 
Metaphysical  subjects,  and  died  30  May  181 8.  He  bought  Badger 
from  the  Kinnersleys  and  built  the  house  there.  He  and  his  father 
are  both  in  the  Dictionary  of  National  Biography.  His  father  had  been 
a  Whig,  and  possibly  he  himself  was  Whig  in  1774,  but  he  steadily 
supported  Pitt  after  1784.  (Beaven.) 
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Thomas  de  Grey,  jun.,  Esq.  (Gower-Whig)  (10) 
re-elected  unopposed  13  June  1777. 

by-election  :  3  June  1778  New  Writ, 
issued  vice  Thurlow  created  Baron 
Thurlow, 

Anthony  Chamier,  Esq.,  of  Epsom  (Wey- 
mouth-Whig)    (12) 

elected  unopposed  10  June  1778. 

(1)  Sir  William  Bagot,  Bart.  (Lord  Bagot).    Pari.  1754- 

61. 

(2)  (General)  Sir  John  Wrottesley  (Bart.).    Pari.  1768- 

74- 

(3)  Hugo  Meynell,  Esq.    Pari.  1761-8. 

(4)  Richard  Whitworth,  Esq.    Pari.  1768-74. 

(5)  George  Waldegrave,  Viscount  Chewton  (Earl  Walde- 

grave),  M.P.  Newcastle  1774-80. 
Born  1751  ;  son  and  heir  of  John  W.,  M.P.,  third  Earl  W.1 
(d.  1784),  by  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John,  first  Earl  Gower  ; 
she  died  1784.  He  was  a  Captain  in  the  Coldstream  Guards 
1778  ;  Colonel  of  the  83rd  Foot  1788.  In  the  Lords  he  sup- 
ported Pitt's  Regency  Bill ;  was  Vice-Chamberlain  of  the 
Household  1782-4  ;  A.D.C.  to  the  King  1782  ;  Master  of  the 
Horse  to  the  Queen  1784  till  his  death.  He  married,  1782, 
Elizabeth  Laura,  daughter  and  coheiress  of  his  uncle  James, 
second  Earl  Waldegrave  ;  and  died  17  October  1789. 

(6)  Sir  George  Hay,  Kt.    Pari.  1768-74. 

(7)  George  Granville  Leveson  Gower,  Viscount  Trentham 

(Marquess  of  Stafford,  Duke  of  Sutherland), 
M.P.  Newcastle  January  1779-80,  1780-4,  Staffs  May 
1787-90,  1790-6,  1796-99. 
Born  1758  ;  son  and  heir  of  Granville  L.  G.,  M.P.,2  first 
Marquess  of  Stafford  (d.  1803),  by  Louisa,  daughter  of  Scroop 


1  Pari.  1754-61. 


2  Pari.  1747-54- 
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Egerton,  Duke  of  Bridgwater.  He  was  educated  at  West- 
minster and  Christ  Church,  Oxford  ;  married,  1785,  Elizabeth, 
suo  jure  Countess  of  Sutherland,  and  had  with  her  Sutherland- 
shire.  In  1803  he  inherited  the  vast  Bridgwater  estates  from 
the  last  Duke  ;  the  same  year  he  succeeded  to  the  Marquesate 
of  Stafford  and  the  lands  of  Sittenham,  Trentham  and  Lilies- 
hull.  Charles  Greville  calls  him  "  a  leviathan  of  wealth." 
In  January  1833  he  was  made  Duke  of  Sutherland,  and  on 
19  July  in  the  same  year  he  died  and  was  buried  at  Dornoch. 

Of  his  early  politics  Mr.  Beaven  writes  :  "  Nominally  a 
Whig,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Tory  Government  till  1779  ; 
he  supported  the  Whigs  1779-83  ;  after  which  he  was  connected 
politically  with  Pitt  until  1804."  The  Dictionary  of  National 
Biography  says  of  him  :  "  In  politics  he  was  a  Liberal  and  sup- 
ported Catholic  Emancipation  and  the  Reform  Bill  "  ;  but, 
while  he  was  in  the  Commons,  he  gave  no  vote  in  that  direction. 
He  walked  out  from  the  critical  division  on  15  March  1782 
which  was  to  end  the  war  with  America,  and  his  name  is  not 
among  those  voting  for  Pitt's  Reform  Bill  in  1785,  or  Grey's 
Motion  in  1797.  He  supported  Pitt  all  through  the  anti- 
Jacobin  legislation.  He  was  Ambassador  in  Paris  1790-2  ; 
Joint  Postmaster-General  1799-1801.  He  was  one  of  the 
leaders  in  the  attack  upon  the  Addington  Administration  in 
1804.  In  the  subsequent  separation  between  Pitt  and  Lord 
Grenville  he  adhered  to  the  latter,  and  received  the  Garter  in 
1806.  The  Gower  family  were  all  in  favour  of  Catholic  Emanci- 
pation, and  in  1807  ne  moved  a  Resolution  in  the  Lords  on 
the  question,  being  defeated  by  171  to  90.  Thereafter  he  took 
little  interest  in  politics,  though  he  voted  for  the  second  reading 
of  the  great  Reform  Bill  in  1831  and  1832.  Indeed  in  1820  it 
is  obvious,  as  shown  hereafter,  that  all  the  Liberals  and  Whigs 
in  Staffordshire  combined  to  overthrow  the  Gower  influence 
and  even  succeeded,  which  cannot  have  endeared  their  party 
to  the  Marquess. 

(8)  George  Anson  (formerly  George  Adams).    Pari.  1768- 

74- 

(9)  Thomas  Gilbert,  Esq.    Pari.  1761-8. 
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(10)  Thomas  de  Grey  (Lord  Walsingham),  M.P.  Wareham 

January-November  1774,  Tamworth  1774-80,  Lost- 

withiel  1 780-1. 
Born  1748  ;  only  surviving  son  of  William  de  G.,  M.P.1 
(d.  1781),  by  Mary,  daughter  of  William  Cowper  of  the  Park, 
Hereford,  Clerk  of  the  Parliament.  He  was  educated  at 
Trinity  Hall,  Cambridge  ;  Groom  of  the  Bedchamber  1771-7  ; 
Commissioner  of  Trade  and  Plantations  1777-81  ;  Vice- 
Treasurer  of  Ireland  1784-7  ;  Joint  Postmaster-General  1787- 
94.  For  twenty  years  (1794-1814)  he  was  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees of  the  House  of  Lords,  where  he  succeeded  his  father 
as  Lord  Walsingham  in  1781.  He  died  16  January  18 18, 
leaving  issue. 

(11)  Edward   Thurlow    (Lord    Chancellor  Thurlow). 

Pari.  1761-8. 

(12)  Anthony  Chamier  of  Epsom,  Esq.,  M.P.  Tamworth 

June  1778-80,  1780-October  1780. 
Born  1725.  He  is  well  known  to  readers  of  Junius  and  of 
Johnson.  His  promotion  to  Deputy-Secretary  at  the  War 
Office  over  the  head  of  Philip  Francis  aroused  the  wrath  of 
Junius,  whose  indignation  at  so  apparently  unimportant  an 
incident  is  one  of  the  arguments  for  identifying  him  with 
Francis.  He  was  Deputy-Secretary  at  War  1772-5,  and  1775 
till  his  death  he  was  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  South. 
Thus  at  the  time  of  his  election  for  Tamworth  his  chief  was 
Viscount  Weymouth,  to  whom  no  doubt  he  owed  his  brief 
Parliamentary  career.  He  was  a  friend  of  Dr.  Johnson,  and 
a  member  of  the  Literary  Club.     He  died  12  October  1780. 2 


Parliament  of  1780-4. 

The  General  Election  of  November  1780,  under  Lord 
North's  administration,  took  place  in  the  middle  of  the 
disasters  of  the  American  War.  North  fell  in  March  1782  ; 
Rockingham  and  the  old  Whigs  followed  for  three  months  ; 
then  Shelburne,  representing  the  Chatham- Whigs,  was  in 


1  Pari.  1768-74. 


2  Beaven. 
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power  from  1782-3  ;  then  came  the  Coalition  of  Fox  and 
North.  The  King  threw  out  their  India  Bill,  dismissed  the 
Ministry  and  appointed  the  younger  Pitt  in  December  1783. 
Pitt  carried  on  in  a  minority  till  March  25  1784,  when  the  King 
dissolved  Parliament  and  Pitt  was  triumphant. 

Of  the  Staffordshire  members  Lewisham  was  the  son  of  the 
Lord  Privy  Seal,  a  follower  of  Lord  North, — really  a  Tory, 
though  probably  still  described  as  a  Whig ;  Calvert  followed 
the  same  politics  ;  Courtenay  was  a  Tory  and  a  follower  of 
Lord  North  till  1784.  Both  the  Legges  and  Courtenay  took 
office  under  the  Coalition  ;  both  determinedly  opposed  Pitt. 
Anson  was  a  Chatham- Whig  and  followed  first  Shelburne  and 
then  Fox.  Monckton  and  Sheridan  are  said  in  contemporary 
Memoirs  to  have  owed  their  seats  at  Stafford  to  the  Devon- 
shire influence  (Whig),  which  probably  means  to  the  Chetwynd 
influence,  exercised  from  Ingest  re.  All  the  other  members  were 
Gower-Whigs,  in  opposition  to  North,  to  Rockingham,  to 
Shelburne  and  to  the  Coalition,  which  last  they  helped  the 
King  to  evict. 

On  15  March  1782  the  Vote  of  Want  of  Confidence  in  Lord 
North  was  lost  only  by  236  to  227  votes  ;  Lewisham  (T.), 
Macdonald  (G.-W.),  Gilbert  (G.-W.),  Courtenay  (T.),  and 
Calvert  (T.),  voted  with  Lord  North;  Wrottesley  (G.-W.), 
Monckton  (W.),  Sheridan  (W.),  and  Anson  (W.),  voted  against 
Lord  North ;  Lord  Trentham  (G.-W.)  walked  out. 

For  Fox's  India  Bill,  November  1783,  there  voted  Lewisham 
(T.),  Courtenay  (T.),  Monckton  (W.),  Sheridan  (W.),  and 
Anson  (W.)  ;  against  there  voted  Macdonald  (G.-W.)  and 
Gilbert  (G.-W.)  ;  while  Wrottesley  (G.-W.),  Trentham  (G.-W.) 
and  Calvert  (T.),  although  absentees,  were  understood  to  be 
with  the  King  against  the  Bill.1 

1  Beaven.  The  following  is  an  example  of  Fox's  Whip  in  this 
Parliament : 

St.  James'  Place. 

16  Decr  1783. 

Sir, 

I  take  the  liberty  of  troubling  you  with  this  to  request  your  imme- 
diate attendance  in  Parliament.    The  indecent  interference  which  has 
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THE  ELECTIONS. 

The  following  letters  give  a  good  insight  into  the  contests 
of  1780  : 

Wedgwood  to  Bentley,  14  September  1780. — "  Major  Cart- 
wright  will  not  succeed  I  am  afraid  this  time.  The  people  are 
not  virtuous  enough  for  his  plan,  though  I  have  heard  with 
much  pleasure  that  of  the  three  candidates  for  the  County — 
Lord  Lewisham,  Sir  John  Wrottesley  and  Sir  William  Wolseley 
— the  two  last  are  determined  to  be  chosen  independent  men 
or  not  at  all,  without  interference  of  any  noble  lord  in  their 
favour." 

The  same  to  the  same,  9  September  1780. — "  In  our  borough 
(Newcastle),  as  you  will  suppose,  all  is  very  quiet.  We  sit 
still  saying  the  will  of  the  Lord  be  done,  and  there  is  an  end 
of  our  farce.  Lord  Trentham  and  his  brother  have  canvassed 
for  form's  sake.  The  latter  is  gone  up  to  town  to  be  made  a 
Welch  judge  before  his  election,  to  save  a  second  trouble. 
Matters  are  not  conducted  quite  so  snugly  in  our  county  town. 
They  have  four  candidates  and  the  highest  bidder  must  carry 
it,  for  no  Cornish  Borough  is  more  venal.  Sheridan  the 
manager  is  one.  A  Mr.  Moncton  brought  Mr.  Sheridan  and 
some  of  the  inhabitants  have  persuaded  him  to  offer  himself 


defeated  the  India  Bill  in  the  House  of  Lords  has  alarmed  the  minds 
of  all  men  ;  and  unless  some  effectual  measures  be  immediately  taken, 
the  worst  consequences  may  ensue.  The  Dissolution  of  Parliament 
which  is  certainly  to  take  place  if  the  Ministry  is  changed  will  create 
the  greatest  confusion,  and  if  what  has  passed  be  acquiesced  in  there 
are  no  remaining  hopes  for  the  Constitution  of  the  Country. 

I  am  sure  you  will  do  me  the  justice  to  believe  that  I  should  not 
write  in  this  manner  to  a  Gentleman  with  whom  I  have  so  little  the 
honour  of  acquaintance,  if  the  critical  situation  of  things  did  not 
justify  me. 

We  shall  proceed  in  Business  every  day,  and  Monday  will  I  conceive 
be  a  day  of  the  greatest  importance. 

I  am  very  sincerely, 
Sir, 

Your  obed*  humble  Sev* 

C.  J.  Fox. 

G.  Anson,  Esqre. 
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along  with  the  rest.  Mr.  Drummond,  son  to  the  banker, 
offered  himself  along  with  Mr.  Whitworth.  The  former  must 
find  money  and  the  latter  interest,  but  poor  W.  was  so  abused 
upon  the  opening  of  the  business,  and  so  totally  deserted  by 
his  old  friends  the  nobility,  that  Mr.  D.  hid  his  head,  and  is 
known  by  a  few  only  to  be  in  Stafford  ;  but  the  scales  seem 
turning  in  favour  of  Mr.  W.,  for  he  was  so  over  abused  by  the 
town  clerk  that  some  of  the  gentlemen  have  taken  pity  of 
him  and  are  interesting  themselves,  quite  contrary  to  their 
intentions,  in  his  favour,  and  Mr.  D.  it  is  thought  will  show 
his  head  again  and  stand  a  good  chance  as  Mr.  W.'s  friend — 
providing  he  bleeds  freely  as  the  electionering  phrase  is." 

Lord  Ferrers  to  Thomas  Anson,  5  September  1780. — Chartley 
Castle. 

"  Lord  Ferrers  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Anson  and  is  sorry  to  be  oblig'd  to  condole  with  them  on  Lord 
Vernon's  death.  Lord  Ferrers  begs  leave  to  inform  Mr.  Anson 
that  he  heard  yesterday  that  Sr  Wm.  Bagot  would  certainly 
have  a  peerage,  which  will  make  a  vacancy  for  the  County  ; 
which  he  should  be  glad  to  have  filled  up  aggreeable  to 
Mr.  Anson's  wishes.  And  as  Mr.  Anson,  Lord  Paget ;  and 
Lord  Ferrers  ;  have  the  best  and  largest  estates  of  any  in  this 
County.  Lord  Ferrers  wishes  for  a  firm  union  between  them 
and  will  be  very  happy  if  Lord  Gower  and  Lord  Stamford 
should  like  to  join  them,  and  still  more  so,  if  he  found  the 
whole  County  in  the  same  conjunction  and  all  unanimous. 
Lord  Ferrers  intends  to  do  himself  the  honor  to  wait  upon 
Mr.  Anson  to  talk  to  him  upon  this  subject  some  time  this 
forenoon  ;  but  as  he  is  so  near  and  will  stay  at  Chartley  til 
fryday,  he  desires  his  coming  won't  put  him  out  of  his  way  ; 
nor  keep  him  at  home  if  he  is  going  out." 

County  :        George  Legge,  Viscount  Lewisham  (Tory)  (1) 
*Sir  John  Wrottesley,  Bart.  (Gower- Whig)  (2) 
elected  28  September  1780,  defeating  Sir 
William  Wolseley,  Bart.(Indep.  Whig), 
who  did  not  go  to  the  poll. 
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Stafford  :       Edward  Monckton,  Esq.  (Whig)  

Richard  Brinsley  Sheridan,  Esq.  (Whig) . . . 
elected  12  September  1780,  defeating 
Richard  Whit  worth,  Esq.  (Tory),1  and 
Andrew  John  Drummond,  Esq.  (Tory).2 
Contest :  Moncton  (W.)     ...  258 
Sheridan  (W.)     ...  248 
168 
46 


(3) 
(4) 


*Whitworth  (T.) 
Drummond  (T.) 


Newcastle  :  *George  Granville  Leveson  Gower,  Viscount 

Trentham  (G.-W.)   

Archibald- Macdonald,  Esq.  (Gower-Whig) 
elected  unopposed  12  September  1780. 

Lichfield  :     *George  Anson,  Esq.  (Whig)   

*Thomas  Gilbert,  Esq.  (Gower-Whig) 

elected  unopposed  10  September  1780. 

Tamworth  :  *Anthony  Chamier,  Esq.  (Weymouth- Whig) 

*John  Courtenay,  Esq.  (Tory)   

elected  unopposed  11  September  1780. 
by-election  :  21  November  New  Writ, 
issued  vice  Chamier,  deceased, 
John  Calvert  of  Albury  Hall,  Herts  (Tory) 
elected  unopposed  27  November  1780. 
by-election  :  23  April  1783  New  Writ, 
issued  on  appointment  of  Courtenay 
as  Surveyor-General  of  the  Ord- 
nance in  the  Coalition  Ministry 

John  Courtenay  (Tory)   

re-elected  unopposed  29  April  1783. 


(5) 

(6) 

(7) 
(8) 

(9) 
10) 


11) 


11) 


1  Sitting  member.    See  Pari.  1768-74. 

2  Andrew  John  Drummond  was  the  son  (b.  1758)  of  the  fifth 
Viscount  Strathallen,  whose  peerage  was  under  attainder,  he  himself 
being  then,  but  for  the  attainder,  seventh  Viscount  de  jure.  At  this 
time  he  was  a  subaltern  in  the  3rd  Foot  Guards  ;  Major-General  1795  ; 
Lieutenant-General  1802  ;  General  1812.  He  died  20  January  181 7 
unmarried.  (Beaven.) 
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(1)  George  Legge,  Viscount  Lewisham  (Earl  of  Dart- 

mouth), M.P.  Plymouth  1778-80,  Staffordshire,  Malmes- 
bury  and  Horsham,  preferring  Staffordshire,  1780-4 
(contested  Fowey  unsuccessfully  as  a  Coalitionist  1784). 
Born  1755  ;  son  and  heir  of  William  L.,  second  Earl  of 
Dartmouth  (d.  1801),  by  Francis  Catherine  Gunter,  daughter 
and  heiress  of  Sir  Charles  Gunter  Nicholl,  K.B.,  "  with  above 
£100,000."    He  matriculated  at  Christ  Church,  Oxford,  1771  ; 
married,  1782,  Frances,  second  daughter  of  Heneage  Finch, 
third  Earl  of  Aylesford. 

His  father  held  office  1765-6  as  a  Rockingham- Whig,  but 
he  joined  Lord  North  in  1772  and  remained  Lord  Privy  Seal 
till  North  left  Office  in  March  1782.  I  think  that  both  father 
and  son  should  be  called  Tories  in  1780  and  1784,  as  were 
their  ancestors.  Lord  Dartmouth  took  office  again  under 
Lord  North  in  the  Coalition  Ministry,  1783,  and  was  turned 
out  by  Pitt  in  December  of  that  year.  Both  father  and  son 
continued  to  vote  against  Pitt,  that  is  in  the  Whig  opposition, 
till  the  days  of  the  French  Revolution,  when  they  reverted  to 
Tory.  Lewisham  was  one  of  "  Fox's  Martyrs "  in  1784, 
losing  his  seat  in  the  House  of  Commons.  The  Prince  of 
Wales  made  him  Lord  Warden  of  the  Stanaries  1783-98.  He 
was  President  of  the  Board  of  Control  1801-2  ;  Lord  Steward 
1802-4  I  Lord  Chamberlain  1804  till  his  death,  10  November 
1810.  A  few  weeks  before  his  father's  death  (1803)  ne  naci 
been  summoned  to  the  House  of  Lords  in  the  Barony  of 
Dartmouth. 

(2)  General  Sir  John  Wrottesley,  Bart.    See  Pari.  1768- 
74- 

(3)  Hon.  Edward  Monckton  of  Somerford,  M.P.  Stafford 

(Whig)  1780-4,  1784-90,  1790-6,  (Pitt-Whig)  1796- 
1802,  1802-6,  1806-7,  (Tory)  1807-12. 

Born  1754  ;  younger  son  of  William  M.,  Viscount  Galway, 
(d.  1772),  by  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Joseph  da  Costa  Villa 
Real  (a  lady  of  very  large  fortune).  His  elder  brother  Robert, 
Viscount    Galway,    was    also  M.P.,   1772— 1802,    and  was 
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Comptroller  of  the  Household  from  1784  onwards,  and  K.B.  in 
1786.  But  Mr.  Beaven  says  that  Edward  Monckton  was  a  nomi- 
nal Whig  to  the  end,  though  during  the  Revolutionary  wars  he 
generally  supported  the  Government  and  was  in  effect  a  Tory. 
He  sat  thirty-two  years  in  Parliament,  never  spoke  and  rarely 
voted.  He  married,  in  1776,  Sophia,  daughter  of  George,  Lord 
Pigot,  and  had  by  her  nine  sons  and  five  daughters. 
He  was  Colonel  of  the  Staffordshire  Yeomanry ;  he 
died  1  July  1832.  Sheridan  calls  his  colleague  "  little 
Monckton." 

(4)  Richard  Brinsley  Sheridan,  M.P.   Stafford  1780-4, 

1784-90,  1790-6,  1796-1802,  1802-6,  Westminster 
1806-7,  Ilchester  1807-12. 
Sheridan  was  born  in  175 1.  No  more  distinguished  man 
has  ever  sat  for  a  Staffordshire  constituency,  nor  in  the  whole 
of  our  history  was  there  a  Whig  who  bestowed  greater  lustre 
on  the  name.  One  does  not  need  to  write  a  biography  of 
Sheridan.  He  was  Under  Foreign  Secretary  under  Rocking- 
ham in  1782,  and  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  under  the  Coalition 
in  1783.  When  Pitt  died  in  1806  and  the  "  Ministry  of  all  the 
Talents  "  was  formed,  Sheridan  was  given  the  minor  office  of 
Treasurer  of  the  Navy.  Being  a  poor  man  he  had  to  take 
whatever  was  offered.  At  the  General  Election  of  1806  he 
was  elected  to  the  seat  at  Westminster  which  Fox  had  held' 
till  his  death  shortly  before  ;  but  he  was  not  called  upon,  as  he 
had  a  right  to  anticipate,  to  lead  the  Whig  party  in  the 
Commons.  He  was  rejected  for  Westminster  in  1807,  but  found 
a  seat  at  Ilchester  which  he  held  till  1812.  He  then  tried  to 
get  back  his  Stafford  seat,  "  But  the  younger  generation  of 
burgesses  was  as  little  disposed  as  the  elder  to  vote  for  any 
candidate  unless  he  paid  each  of  them  the  accustomed  fee  of 
five  guineas,  and,  as  Sheridan  had  not  the  money,  he  lost  the 
election. "  He  died  7  July  1816.  His  "  two  tough  and  ex- 
pensive contests  "  for  Stafford  were  in  1780  and  .1790 — also 
in  1812. 

(5)  George  Granville  Leveson  Gower,  Viscount  Trentham. 

See  Pari.  1774-80. 

x 
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(6)  (Sir)  Archibald  McDonald   (Kt.  and  Bart.),  M.P. 

Hindon  1777-80,  Newcastle  1780-4,  1784-90,  1790-3. 

Born  1747  ;  third  son  of  Sir  Alexander  M.,  seventh  Bart. 
He  was  educated  at  Westminster  and  Christ  Church,  Oxford  ; 
called  to  the  Bar,  Lincoln's  Inn,  1770.  He  married,  in  1777, 
Louisa,  eldest  daughter  of  Granville,  second  Earl  Gower ; 
K.C.  1778;  "was  a  Welsh  Judge  1780-84;  made  by  Pitt 
Solicitor-General  1784  ;  Attorney-General  and  knighted  1788  ; 
in  1792  he  prosecuted  Tom  Paine  for  publishing  The  Rights  of 
Man.  In  1793  he  was  appointed  Lord  Chief  Baron  of  the 
Exchequer.  He  retired  with  a  pension  in  1813,  was  created  a 
baronet  the  same  year,  and  died  18  May  1826. 

After  the  withdrawal  of  his  patron  and  father-in-law  from 
the  North  Ministry,  McDonald's  attack  on  North,  in  1779,  reads 
as  follows  :  "a  poor,  pitiful,  sneaking,  snivelling,  abject 
creature,  fraught  with  deceit,  and  one  whom  no  man  of  honour 
could  support  or  trust  as  a  minister  or  an  individual."  His 
opposition  to  the  Coalition  was  in  much  the  same  style,  but 
after  his  appointment  to  Office  his  support  of  Pitt  was  un- 
exceptionable. "  McDonald  was  distinguished  neither  as  a 
lawyer  nor  a  Parliamentary  speaker,  and  owed  his  successful 
career  mainly  to  a  successful  marriage."1  His  son,  Sir  James, 
sat  for  Calne  and  Hampshire,  and  became  a  strong  reformer. 

(7)  George  Anson,  Esq.2   See  Pari.  1768-74. 


1  Diet.  Nat.  Biog. 

2  Early  in  February,  after  Pitt  was  in  power  and  just  before  this 
Parliament  was  dissolved,  the  Coalition  was  still  convinced  that  the 
country  was  with  them,  and  that  they  would  be  returned  to  power. 
Evidently  North  and  Fox  were  considering  how  to  strengthen  their 
interest  and  reward  their  followers.  A  list  was  drawn  up  showing- 
peers  to  be  made,  both  on  the  part  of  Fox  and  of  Lord  North.  This 
list  is  in  the  hands  of  Lord  Lichfield,  and  is  as  follows  : — 


Coalition  Peers. 


P.S.  5  Feby.  '84. 


Mr.  Fox's — 
1.  John  Crewe,  Esq. 
Sir  Thomas  Dundas. 


Ld.  Geo.  Hy.  Cavendish. 
,Ld.  Melbourne. 
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(8)  Thomas  Gilbert,  Esq.    See  Pari.  1761-8. 

(9)  Anthony  Chamier,  Esq.    See  Pari.  1774-80. 

(10)  John  Courtenay,  M.P.  (Tory)  Tamworth  1780-4,  1784- 
90,  (Whig)  1790-6,  Appleby  1796-1802,  1802-6,  1806-7, 
October-December  1812. 
Born  in  Ireland  1741  ;  son  of  William  C.  by  Jane  Stuart, 
second  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Bute.  He  entered  political 
life  under  the  auspices  of  Viscount  Townshend,  who,  while 
Lord  Lieutenant,  made  him  his  private  secretary,  c.  1771. 
He  supported  North  both  as  a  Tory  and  as  a  Whig,  voting 
against  Dunning 's  motion  in  1780.  Being  a  nephew  of  the 
favourite,  Bute,  his  early  inclinations  were  naturally  Tory. 
He  was  secretary  to  Townshend  when  Master-General  of  the 
Ordnance  Office  from  1772  to  1782,  and  as  his  nominee  was 
returned  for  Tamworth  ;  by  Townshend  he  was  made  Surveyor- 
General  of  the  Ordnance  in  the  Coalition  Ministry  1783.  In 
Parliament  he  spoke  much  and  with  considerable  effect, 


Of  this  list  Mr.  Beaven  writes  :  "  The  King  would  not  grant  any 
Peerages  to  the  Coalition  while  in  office.  I  suppose  Fox  at  this  time 
felt  certain  of  finding  his  way  back  to  office  on  his  own  terms,  which 
would  have  included  a  number  of  peerages.  Melbourne,  Ossory  (the 
Earl  of  Upper  Ossory),  Lisburne,  Palmerston,  Clive,  Westcote  were 
all  Irish  peers.  Richard  Viner  should  be  Robert  Viner  ;  Lord  Westcote 
was  a  Lyttelton  and  later  succeeded  to  the  Lyttelton  peerage.  Mel- 
bourne, Basset  and  Lisburne,  who  appear  under  Mr.  Fox  in  this 
list,  had  all  been  supporters  of  North's  Administration  as  well  as 
the  seven  noted  under  '  North.'  I  have  never  seen*  the  List  before  and 
do  not  know  what  '  P.S.'  or  '  P.A.'  means," 


Mr.  Fox's — 


5.  Thos.  Lister,  Esq. 

J.  Clarke- Jervoise,  Esq. 
Ld.  Ossory. 
Sr.  Geo.  Cornwall. 
Goe.  Anson,  Esq. 


16.  Wm.  Jolliffe,  Esq. 
Ld.  Palmerston. 
Welbore  Ellis,  Esq. 
Sr.  Peter  Burrell. 
Ld.  Clive. 
Ld.  Westcote. 


Ld.  North's — 


10.  T.  W.  Coke,  Esq. 

C.  Anderson  Pelham,  Esq 
Sr.  Geo.  Warren. 
Sr.  Francis  Basset. 
William  Plumer,  Esq. 
Ld.  Lisburne. 


22.  Richd.  Viner,  Esq. 
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occasionally  supporting  with  irony  the  measures  he  opposed. 
He  steadily  supported  Fox  after  1783,  and  nothing  ever 
surpassed  his  invectives  against  Hastings.  He  helped  Wilber- 
force  to  arouse  the  public  conscience  to  the  iniquities  of  the 
Slave  Trade,  opposed  the  suspension  of  the  Habeas  Corpus 
Act  in  1794,  and  gave  an  ironical  support  to  the  "  Bill  for  the 
better  observance  of  Sunday"  (1795).  The  same  year  he 
voted  against  the  "  Seditious  Meetings  Bill,"  and  against  the 
War  with  France.  He  always  expressed  ardent  sympathy 
with  the  French  Revolutionaries.  For  a  year,  1806-7,  during 
the  "  Ministry  of  All  the  Talents,"  he  held  office  as  Commissioner 
of  the  Treasuty.  His  radicalism  was  too  much  for  Tamworth, 
or  rather  for  Townshend,  who  owned  that  seat  at  Tamworth, 
and  he  exchanged  his  seat  there  in  1796  for  one  at  Appleby, 
under  a  more  radical  patron,  Lord  Thanet.  He  died  24  March 
1816. 

(n)  John  Calvert  of  Albury  Hall,  Herts,  M.P.  Wendover 
1754-61,  Hertford  1761-80,  Tamworth  1780-4,  Hertford 
1784-1802. 

Born  c.  1725  ;  son  and  heir  of  Felix  C.  of  the  same  (d.  1755). 
I  think  he  was  some  protege  of  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  for 
his  son  sat  in  this  Parliament  for  Malmesbury,  for  which  seat 
Lord  Lewisham  had  been  returned,  though  he  had  elected  to 
sit  for  Staffordshire.  Calvert  voted  in  the  same  sense.  He 
must  not  be  confused  with  his  son.  He  married  a  daughter 
of  Sir  Edward  Hulse,  Bart.,  and  died  22  February  1804,  being 
succeeded  by  his  son  John.  Like  other  politicians  at  that 
date,  he  was  accounted  a  Whig  when  he  entered  Parliament  in 
1754  ;  but  from  about  1770  onwards  he  voted  steadily  with 
the  Tories.1 


(End  of  Vol.  II.) 
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Vol  I. 

p.  34. — Sir  Thomas  le  Rous  was  godfather  in  1333  at  Walsall 
to  the  infant  heir  of  the  Lords  Basset  of  Drayton. 
(Cal.  Inq.,  p.  24). 

p.  42. — Sir  Henry  de  Bushbury's  wife  was  Amice  Pnrcell. 
(H.  Weyman)  see  Shaw's  Staffs.  II,  176,  182. 

p.  48. — Mr.  Mander  claims  Richard  de  Hampton  for  Wolver- 
hampton, and  believes  he  was  great  grandfather  of  John 
Hampton  (d.  1433)  and  the  founder  of  the  chantry  at 
Willenhall. 

p.  49. — Sir  Robert  de  Knightley  married  Alice,  d.  of  Sir  John 
Doyley  of  Ranton.    (Ancestor,  vol.  ii). 

p.  60. — Philip  de  Lutley.  In  the  Register  of  Bishop  Trillek 
of  Hereford  is  a  licence,  dated  20  July  1352,  from  the 
Bp.  of  Coventry  and  Lichfield,  to  Katherine,  widow 
of  Philip  de  Lutley,  to  take  the  vows,  etc.,  of  perpetual 
widowhood.  Sir  William  de  Lutley  of  Munslow,  Salop, 
was  son  of  Adam,  younger  brother  of  Philip  de  Lutley. 
(H.  Weyman). 

p.  65. — Sir  Richard  de  Peshale,  and  p.  85  Adam  de  Peshale — 
the  mother  of  these  two  M.Ps.  was  Agnes  d.  and  h.  of 
John  de  Cavereswell.    (Salop.  Arch.  Trans.  (3)  VI,  218). 

p.  71  note. — Hawise  w.  of  Sir  Ralph  le  Botiler  was  a  d.  and  coh. 
of  Richard  Gobion  of  Higham  Gobion,  Bedford.  The 
Cal.  CI.  Rolls  46,  Ed.  iii,  p.  446,  gives  a  grant  by  Sir 
Edward  le  Botiler,  dated  from  Higham  28  June  1372,  so 
apparently  the  estate  went  with  them.  This  Sir  Edward 
on  his  effigy  bears  the  arms  of  Botiler  of  Wem,  and  not 
those  of  the  lords  of  Norbury  with  the  mullets.  A  good 
brass  of  Hawise  is  in  Norbury  chancel.  She  was  born 
1 28 1/2  and  died  a  widow  in  1360.    (G.  Mander). 
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p.  76. — Sir  John  de  Stafford  was  Constable  of  Banbury,  and 
at  Banbury  his  daughter  Maud  was  born.  Her  god- 
father was  Sir  Robert  fitz  Wyther.    {Cat.  Inq.). 

p.  142. — Aylmer.  Taverner's  heir,  Sir  William  Lichfield  of 
Abnalls,  releases  land  in  141 1  to  Thomas  de  Swynfen 
and  describes  himself  as  "  Lichfield  alias  Taverner." 
Further,  he  seals  with  the  arms  of  Swynfen  cir- 
cumscribed "  Sig.  Will,  de  Lichfield."  Again  in  1415 
Wm.  Swynfen,  and  in  1442  Sir  William  de  Lichfield, 
was  lord  of  Wall.  Taverner,  Swynfen  and  Lichfield 
were  one  man. 

p.  174. — Robert  Whitgreve.  Mr.  F.  J.  Whitgreave  writes  from 
3  Elm  Grove  Terrace,  Exeter,  to  say  that  Robert's  wife 
was  Emma,  and  that  a  deed  in  the  Stafford  Castle 
Collection  shows  that  she  died  in  1435  and  Robert  in 
1450.  He  adduces  also  some  evidence  to  show  that 
Emma  was  heiress  to  a  John  Bruggeford  of  Bridgford 
of  1415. 

p.  207. — John  Delves'  second  wife  and  the  mother  of  his 
heirs  was  Margaret  d.  of  John  Norwood  of  Coventry. 

p.  221. — According  to  Huntbach's  deeds,  the  Hamptons  do 
not  appear  at  Stourton  before  1406.  It  will  be  seen 
from  the  abstract  of  John  Hampton's  will  (below)  that 
the  North  Chapel  in  Kinver  Church  (where  the  remains 
of  his  effigy  are  placed)  was  built  by  him. 

Will  of  John  Hampton  dated  12  May  1472,  proved 
P.C.C.  (6  Wattys)  16  July,  foil. 

He  desires  to  be  buried  in  the  chapel  of  SS.  Anne  and 
Katherine  in  the  parish  church"  of  Kynefare,  of  which 
chapel  he  was  the  founder.  He  bequeathes  to  it  his 
best  pair  of  deep  red  vestments.  .  .  To  Anne  his  wife 
his  best  brass  pot  worth  8  marks,  and  his  best  table 
"  de  sprues."  To  Bevis  Hampton  esquire  his  brother 
a  bed  of  deep  red  colour  figured  with  a  picture  of 
"  Lawmpes  "  with  all  the  ornaments  in  hangings  being 
in  the  "  Kechin  "  chamber. 
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He  leaves  a  pair  of  amber  roseries  to  Sir  Roger 
Tyrehare  Rector  of  Old  Swynford,  and  provides  for  a 
chaplain  at  the  altar  of  St.  Mary,  Kinver.  Residue  to 
his  wife  and  Thomas  Frost,  the  executors. 

p.  264. — Sir  William  Yonge  of  Caynton,  Salop,  was  M.P.  for 
Salop  in  this  Parliament  1477-8.    (H.  Weyman). 

p.  265. — Sir  Reynold  Bray  was  Grand  Warden  of  the  Free- 
masons.   (H.  Weyman). 

p.  306. — John  Grosvenor  was  of  the  Middle  Temple,  and  was 
born  in  1483-4.  His  wife  Rose,  was  coheiress  of  Bush- 
bury.    (Shaw,  Staffs.). 

p.  327. — Edmund  Twynyho  drew  up  a  rental  of  Pagets  estates 
in  1549.    (Shaw  Staffs.). 

p.  372. — Richard  Broughton  was  the  son  of  Robert  Broughton 
of  Broughton  and  Owlbury  near  Bishopscastle,  who  was 
alive  in  1570.  A  synopsis  of  the  deeds  of  this  family 
was  given  in  Crisp's  Fragm.  Geneal.  New  Series  I. 

p.  379. — Francis  Craddock  was  buried  at  Wolverhampton 
on  21  April  1594.  Mr.  Mander  thinks  that  the  Alice 
daughter  of  Craddoke  who  married  John  Rydley  of 
Graisley,  Wolverhampton,  was  the  tie  that  brought  the 
M.P.  to  that  town.    (Wolverhampton  Antiq.  i,  152,  224). 


Vol.  II. 

p.  15. — Thomas  Gibbs,  born  c.  1565  was  second  son  of  Robert 
Gibbes  of  Honnington,  Warw.  He  married  c.  1600 
Margaret  d.  and  h.  of  —  Wrilkes  and  widow  of  —  Dimock, 
of  co.  Warw.    (Cf.  Visit.  Warw.  1619). 

p.  23. — Matthew  Craddock's  only  son  George,  died  c.  1649, 
leaving  coheiresses. 

p.  27.— John  Ferrour's  mother  was  Mary  d.  of  George  Wood- 
net  of  Shevington.  (Harl.  Soc.,  Visit.  Cheshire  1580, 
P-  255). 

p.  52. — Sir  Walter  Devereux  bought  Sheldon  Hall,  Warw., 
before  1635.    (Harl.  Soc.,  Visit.  Warw.  1682,  p.  28). 
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p.  64. — George  Abbott's  mother  was  Joan  d.  and  h.  of  Alan 
Penekeston  of  York.    (Visit.  Warw.  1619,  p.  255). 

p.  66,  line  20. — He  was  buried  at  Tanworth,  not  Tamworth. 

p.  97. — Thomas  Whitgreve  is  described  in  Staffordshire  Pedi- 
grees (Harl.  Soc.)  as  J. P.  ante  purgationem,  1680. 

p.  98,  line  8. — For  Wimmington  read  Winnington. 

p.  114,  last  par. — Juliana  was  sister  to  the  Earl  of  Chichester. 
For  Newsam  read  Newnham. 

p.  115,  line  6. — For  1642  read  1643. 

p.  119. — Sir  Thomas  Leigh  was  born  15  July  1616.  He  died  in 
April  1662.  His  w.  was  dau.  of  Richard  Brigham,  not 
Bingham. 

p.  128. — Col.  John  Lane  married  Atalanta  (d.  c.  1644)  d.  and  h. 

of  Thomas  Anson  of  Acton  Trussell,  Councillor  at  Law. 

(Harl.  Soc.  lxiii,  p.  152). 
p.  131. — Capt.  Dyott's  wife  was  Anne  dau.  Richard  Greene  of 

Wyken  near  Coventry.    (Harl.  Soc.,  Visit.  Warw.). 
p.  143. — Sir  Thomas  Thynne  was  High  Steward  of  Tamworth  in 

1682. 

p.  147. — Sir  Andrew  Llackett  was  J. P.  and  D.L.  of  Warwick- 
shire and  Recorder  of  Tamworth  in  1682. 

p.  161. — Penelope,  wife  of  Major-General  Richard  Leveson, 
died  in  London,  and  was  buried  at  Wolverhampton 
14  Dec.  1697.    (Pari.  Regr.). 

p.  177,  line  13. — For  formerly  read  afterwards. 

p.  179,  line  10. — For  Sir  William  read  Sir  Walter  Bagot. 

p.  183. — Sir  Edward  Bagot  married  the  dau.  of  Sir  Thomas 
Wagstaffe. 

p.  206,  last  par. — For  1734  read  1743. 

p.  227. — To  note  3  insert  date  1698-1700. 

p,  229.— Insert  (14)  Richard  Swynfen  Pari.  1708-10. 

p.  271,  line  x.—For  1726  read  1762. 

p.  277,  first  line  of  note. — For  Thos.  read  Theo. 

p.  288. — The  pedigree  should  be  altered  to  show  that  Caroline 
daughter  of  the  Marquess  of  Stafford  was  wife  of  Lord 
Carlisle.  The  other  Caroline  was  daughter  of  the  Duke  of 
Bedford. 

p.  303,  last  line  but  one. — For  Courtenay  read  Calvert. 
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The  names  in  block  type  are  those  of  Staffordshire  M.Ps. ;  the  numbers  in 
block  type  refer  to  the  pages  on  which  their  biographical  notices  are  given 
or  indicate  the  most  important  reference  in  other  cases. 


A. 

Abbott,  Geo.  [1602-1649],  57,  58, 

64,  65,  71,  90,  312. 
Abbott,  Geo.  (M.P.  for  Guildford), 

65- 

Abington,  40. 

Abnett,  Wm.,  259. 

Abney,  Catherine  (Wotton),  281. 

—  Sir  Edw.,  232. 

 Frances  (Burton),  232. 

 Geo.,  281. 

 Sir  Thos.  [1633-1728],  184, 

232. 

 Thos.  [d.  1750],  232. 

 Wm.  [1713-1800],  232,  281, 

282. 

Acton,  Swynnerton,  159. 

 Trussell,  30. 

 John,  278. 

 Sir  Rich.,  266. 

Adams  (later  Anson),  Geo.  [1731- 

1789],  262,  287,  292, 293-295.  293, 

300,  302,  303,  306,  307. 
Adams,  Jeanette  (Anson),  292. 

 Mary  (Vernon),  292. 

 Sambrooke,  292. 

 Thos.,  139. 

Adbaston,  168. 

Addenbrooke,  Dean  John,  258. 
Adderbury,  Oxon,  88. 
Adderley,  Salop,  16. 

 Bowyer  [d.  1747},  258. 

 Sir  Chas.,  49. 

 Gilb.,  158. 

 Humphrey,  55. 

Addington,  Hen.  (Vise.  Sidmouth), 
298. 


Adlington,  Chas.,  61. 
Adshead,  Thos.,  97. 
Albemarle,  Geo.,  Duke  of,  117. 
Albury  Hall,  Herts,  308. 
-  Aldborough,  Yorks,  41,  171. 
Aldeburgh,  Suffolk,  33,  228,  274. 
Aldeby,  Norf.,  14. 
Alehouses,  abolition  of,  283. 
Alford,  Mr.  [occ.  1631],  57. 
Algiers,  consul  at,  218. 
Alkington,  Salop,  8,  82. 
Allan,  Mary  (Hill),  123. 
Alleyne,  Thos.,  284 
"  All  the  Talents  "  Ministry  [1806], 

282,  305,  308. 
Alrewas,  151,  165. 

 Hay,  152. 

Alspp,  — ,  122. 

Amcotts,  John,  218. 

American  Colonies,  285. 

  War,   273,   283,   285,  289, 

291-293,  298,  299. 
Amersham,  38. 
Amington,  30. 
Anabaptists,  156. 
Anderson,  Sir  Hen.,  16. 
Andover,  Lord,  255. 
Anglesey,  Arth.  Annesley,  Earl  of, 

97- 

Anne,  q.,  146,  151,  170,   200,  226, 
242. 

Anson,  Lady   Eliz.  (Yorke),  255, 

256,  262,  269. 
  Adm.  Geo.  [d.  1762],  251- 

255,  261,  262,  275,  292. 
Anson,  Geo.,  see  Adams,  Geo. 
Anson,  Isabel  (Carrier),  261. 
 John,  30. 
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Anson,  Thos.  [c.  1695-1773],  151, 
251.  253,  255,  256,  258,  261,  265- 
267,  269,  276,  277,  280,  284,  285, 
287,  292. 

Anson,  Thos.,  Vise.  [1767-1818], 
292,  302. 

 Thos.,   of  Acton  Trussell, 

128. 

 Wm,  30. 

 Wm.  [d.  1720],  261. 

Ansons,  the,  248,  250,  256. 
Appleby,  7,  241,  307. 

—  Christopher,  195. 

Appleton,  Lanes,  25. 
Arbury,  Warw.,  48,  114. 
Archbold,  Sir  Hen.,  246. 

■  Nich.,  61,  113. 

Archer,  Andrew  [d.  1629],  66. 

 Anne  (Ferrers),  66. 

 Sir  John,  201. 

 Margaret  (Raleigh),  66. 

Archer,  Sir  Simon  [1581-1662], 

26,  57,  58,  66. 
Archer,  Thos.,  Baron,  66. 
Arden,  Edw.,  14. 
Arley,  109,  131. 

Arlington,  Hen.  Bennet,  Earl  of, 

78,  122,  124,  126. 
Armorer,  Sir  Nich.,  123,  124. 
Armstrong,  Catherine,  140. 

 Sir  Thos.  [d.  1662],  139- 

Armstrong,  Col.  Sir  Thos.  [1624- 

1684],  108,  136,  139,  144,  146, 

148,  150,  154. 
Army  Plot  [1641],  88. 
Arthingworth,  Northants,  125. 
Ashbourne,  4,  26,  62. 
Ashburnham,  Sir  John,  11. 
Ashburton,    Lord,    see  Dunning, 

John. 

Ashby  de  la  Zouch,  129. 
Ashcombe,  160. 
Asheby,  Grace  (Trentham),  5. 
Ashley,  9,  284. 

 Church,  8. 

Aske,  Yorks,  282. 
Astbury,  241. 
Astley,  John,  162. 
Aston,  ?  Ches.,  145. 

 ?  Lanes,  170. 

 manor,  Warw.,  246. 

 Northants,  160. 

 Stone,  135. 

 Anne  (Chetwynd),  168. 

 Dorothy,  168. 

 Hen.,  of  Lichfield,  278. 

 John,  5. 

 Sir  R.  of  Lichfield,  258. 

 Sir  Thos.,  of  Ashton,  170. 

 Sir  Walter  [d.  1589],  13. 


Aston,  Walter,  Lord  [d.  1678],  23, 
32. 

 Walter,  3rd  Lord,  135,  137, 

164. 

Astons,  the,  of  Tixall,  16. 

Atherstone  Hall,  209. 

Atherton  (sister  of  Martin  Noel), 

102. 
Athlone,  87. 
Atlow,  Derbys.,  158. 
Atwood,  John,  56,  57. 
Aubrey,  Wm.,  150. 
Audley,  45,  61,  156. 

 Robt.,  113,  151. 

Avington,  Hants,  149. 

Aylesbury,  9,  235. 

Aylesford,  Heneage  Finch,  3rd  Earl 

of,  304- 
Aystrop,  Lines,  218,  219. 


B. 

Babbington,  John,  284. 

 Zach.,  86,  95,  100. 

Bachmbydd,  Denbs.,  137. 
Backhouse,  Capt.,  75,  111. 

 Sir  John,  47. 

 Thos.,  96. 

Baddesley-Clinton,  133. 
Baddesley  Ensor,  Warw.,  65. 
Baddiley,  Thos.,  144. 
Baddow,  Essex,  202. 
Badger,  Salop,  296. 
Bagnall,  John,  148. 

 Sir  Ralph,  M.P.,  13. 

Bagot,  Anne  (Fisher),  55. 

 Barbara  (Legge),  227,  271. 

Bagot,  Chas.   [1681-1738],  184, 

203,  204,  206. 
Bagot,  Sir  Edw.  [1616-1673],  55, 

in,  113,  115,  125,  137. 
Bagot,  Sir  Edw.  [1674-1712],  137, 

181,  183,  185,  187-189,  191-193, 

196,  198,  206,  227. 
Bagot,  Egerton,  258. 

 Eliz.  (Cave),  54. 

 Eliz.  (Cecil),  54. 

 Eliz.  Louisa  (St.  John),  271. 

 Frances    (Wagstaffe),  183, 

312. 

Bagot,  Sir  Harvey  [1591-1660], 
23,  53.  54,  67,  72,  81,  112. 

Bagot,  Jane  (Salusbury),  137,  183. 

 Katherine    (Adderley),  55, 

112. 

 Mary  (Lambard)  (Crawley), 

IJ3»  l37- 

 Col.  Rich.,  184. 

 Walter  [d.  1623],  35,  54,  128. 


3i6 


INDEX. 


Bagot,  Sir  Walter  [1645-1705], 
125,  i35>  136,  137,  144,  145,  148, 
150,  156,  157,  165,  167,  172,  173, 
179,  183,  206. 

Bagot,  Sir  Walter  Wagstaff 
[1702-1768],  207,  224,  227,  230- 
232,  236,  239,  245,  246,  250,  251, 
253,  254,  257-259,  265,  266,  270. 

Bagot,  Sir  Wm.,  Lord  [1729- 
1798],  227,  261,  268,  270,  276, 
279,  281,  286,  288,  293,  294,  297, 
302. 

Bagot,   Sir  Wm.   {rede  Walter) 

[1645-1705],  179,  312. 
Bagot,   Wm.    (bro.   of   Sir  Edw.) 

[1674-1712),  184. 

 Wm.  [occ.  1753],  266. 

Bagshaw,  Thos.,  231. 
Baguley,  Ches.,  45. 
Baker,  Mary,  125. 

 Wm.,  218. 

Baley,  Thos.,  278. 

Bangor,  Bishop  of,  see  Meyrick. 

Barbadoes,  101,  102,  107,  220,  230, 

284. 

Barber,  John,  139. 
Barbour,  Geo.,  266. 

 Capt.  Leicester,  62,  75. 

 Rich,  25,  62. 

Barebones  (Barbon),  Praisegod,  93. 
Barfield,  Daniel,  65. 
Barking,  Suffolk,  233. 
Barlaston,  276. 
Barsham,  Norf.,  33. 
Barton,  Camb.,  14. 
Batchacre,  289. 
Bateman,  Rev.  Edmund,  258. 
Baspole,  Robt.,  14. 
Bassett,  Sir  Francis,  307. 
Bastwell  Hall,  Warw.,  49. 
Bath,  John  Granville,  1st  Earl  of, 
127,  128,  175. 

 Earl  of,  see  Pulteney. 

Baxter,  John,  175. 

 Rich.  [d.  1691],  131,  167. 

Baxterley,  Warw.,  125. 
Bayle,  John,  49. 
Bayning,  Anne,  Vise,  138. 
Beard,  Nath.,  J.P.,  153. 
Bearston,  Salop,  185. 
Beaumont,  Anne  (Saunders)  10, 

 Catherine  (Farnham),  10. 

— — —  Ellen,  11. 

 Farnham,  11. 

 Francis,  11. 

 Sir  Harry,  M.P.,  167. 

— — ■ —  Hen.,  11. 
— — — Huntingdon,  11. 
— — —  Mary,  11. 
 Nich.,  10. 


Beaumont,  Sir  Thos.  [fl.  1588- 

1614],  10,  23. 
Beaumont,  Thos.  [cr.  hart.  1661],  11. 
Bedford,  51 

 Anne,  Dow.   Duchess  of, 

274. 

 Gertrude  (Gower),  Duchess 

of,  288. 

 ■  John    Russell,     Duke  of 

[1710-1771],  217,  233,  248,  252, 
253>  257,  260,  262,  273,  288. 

Bedfordshire,  156. 

Bedloe,  Wm.,  126,  136. 

Bedworth,  Warw.,  10,  11. 

Beech,  John,  22. 

Beerhaven,  Ireland,  213. 

Beeston,  Ches.,  5. 

 Alice  (Davenport),  5. 

 Sir  Geo.,  5. 

Beeston  Hugh  [fl.  1589-1608],  4, 
5,  6. 

Beeston,  Sir  Hugh,  M.P.  for  Shore- 
ham,  6. 

 Margaret  (Chetwode),  5. 

 Margaret  (Ireland),  5. 

 Thomassine  (Copleston),  5. 

Befcote,  Gnosall,  162. 

Bere  Alston  (Beeralston),  Devon,  9, 

71,  76,  78,  87. 
Bellaport,' Salop,  8,  184,  185. 
Bellot  Amy  (Grosvenor),  93. 

 Anne  (Wilbraham),  140. 

 Edw.  [d.  1622],  93. 

 Eleanor  (Lawton),  94. 

Bellot,  Capt.  Geo.  [c.  1595-1657], 

93,  94,  100. 

Bellot,  Sir  John,  [d.  1674],  21,  140. 

 Sir  John  [d.  1714],  141,  198. 

Bellot,   Sir  Thos.  [1651-1699], 

94,  136,  137,  139,  140,  144,  146, 
148,  150,  156,  173,  175,  181,  184, 
192,  198,  199,  200,  202,  208. 

Bellot,  Sir  Thos.  [c.  1677-1709], 

141,  197,  198. 
Bellot,  Susanna  (Packe),  140,  198. 
Bellot's  Morton,  21. 
Bendy,  Wm.,  69,  75. 
Bengal,  treatment  of  the  natives  of, 

290. 

Bennett,  John,  24. 
Bent,  Eliz.,  152. 

Bentincks,  the,  see  Portland,  Dukes 
of. 

Bentley,  128. 
Beoley,  Wore,  5. 
Bere  Court,  Berks,  24. 
Beresford,  Gilb.,  158. 
Berkeley,  John,  174. 
Berkswell,  Warw.,  13. 
Berlin,  envoy  to,  264. 
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Berwick,  161. 
Best,  Wm„  184. 
Betley,  45,  119,  136. 
Bewdley,  41,  167,  198. 
Biddulph,  21,  74,  138. 

 Manor,  159. 

 Anne,  177. 

 Anthony  [occ.  1642],  86. 

 Anthony  of  Ledbury,  177. 

 Chas.,  177. 

 Eliz.  (Doyley),  142. 

 Eliz.  (Skefhngton),  86,  114, 

129. 

 Frances  (Garth),  130. 

 Frances  (Kempston),  176. 

 Capt.  Francis,  129. 

 Geo.,  177. 

 Henrietta,  Maria  (Whitley), 

142. 

 John,  21. 

 ■  Joyce,  86. 

 Joyce  (Floyer),  85. 

 Lucy  [b.c.  1685],  177. 

— ■  Lucy  (Wale),  177. 

Biddulph,  Michael  [1581-1658], 

48,  49,  71,  85,  114,  129. 

 ■  (g.  children  of),  86. 

Biddulph,  Capt.  Michael  [1610- 

1666],  86,  112,  114. 
Biddulph,  Michael  [d.  1673],  176. 
Biddulph,  Michael  [1661-1697], 

172,  173,  176. 
Biddulph,  Sir  Michael  [c.  1653- 

1718],   118,  136,  137,  141,  144, 

146,  149,  151,  165,  170,  177-179, 

182,  185-189,  191,  193,  195,  199, 

200-202,  205. 

 Rachel,  130. 

 Rich.,  86. 

 Simon  [d.  1632],  85. 

 Sir  Simon,  130,  142. 

 Susanna  (Highlord).  130, 

141,  142. 

Biddulph,  Sir  Theoph.  [1610- 
1683].  86,  114,  116,  118,  129, 
i4L  !57- 

Biddulph,  Theoph.  [d.c.  1710],  142. 

 Sir    Theoph.    [d.  1801], 

258,  265,  266. 

 Wm.  [jun.  in  1642],  86. 

 —  Wm.  [sen.  in  1642],  86. 

Bilston,  259. 
Birche,  see  Byrche. 
Birdsall,  Yorks,  235. 
Birkenhead,  Hen.,  94. 
Birmingham,  258,  271. 
Bishop,  John  of  Canterbury,  128. 
Bishopsbourne,  Kent,  45. 
Bishops  Castle,  30,  272. 
 Grendon,  Herefs.,  150. 


Bishton,  Staffs,  220. 
Bladon,  John,  278. 
Blake,  Geo.,  102. 

 Jane,  102. 

Blakesware,  Herts,  228. 
Blathwaite,  Wm.,  161. 
Blickling  Hall,  Norf.,  15. 
Blithfield,  54,  113,  125,  135,  137, 

206,  227. 
Blondeau,  see  Hart,  Wm.  Neville. 
"  Bloomsbury  Gang,"  the,  217,  233, 

243,  271,  273,  289. 
Blount,  Sir  Christopher  [d.  1601],  5. 
 John,  M.P.  [c.  1450-1524], 

107. 

Blurton,  47,  126. 

Bodmin,  5. 

Bohemia,  35. 

Bois  le  Due,  31. 

Bolinbroke,  Vise,  171. 

Bolles,  Sir  John  [M.P.  Lincoln  1689- 

1702],  186. 
Bomonel,  31. 
Bond  [M.P.  1658],  98. 

 Thos.,  278. 

Booksellers,  179,  180. 

Booth's  farm,  194. 

Booth,  Sir  Geo.  (and  the  rising  of 

1659).    55,    75,    no,    120,  129, 

166. 

 Geo.,  Earl  of  Warrington,  281. 

Boothby,  Brooke  of  Ashbourne,  258. 

  Sir  Wm.,  ioq. 

Bootle-Wilbraham,  Rich.  [d.  1796], 
241. 

Bore  Place,  Kent,  10. 
Borlace,  Sir  John,  M.P.,  67. 
Borough  Electorates,  37-42,  see  also 

Election  Petitions. 
Boston,  39. 
Bosville,  Robt.,  189. 
Bosworth,  Leic,  294. 
Botiler,     Sir    Ralph    de,  Hawise 

(Gobion)  w.  of,  309. 
Bouchier,  Chas.,  234. 

 Thos.,  65. 

Boughton,  Sir  Edw.,  M.P.,  144. 
Bould,  manor  of,  125. 
Bourne,  Thos.,  139. 

 Wm.,  21. 

Bowdler,  Judith,  133. 

 Lucy,  133. 

Bowyer,  family  of,  21. 

 Anne  or   Eliz.  (Egerton), 

74- 

 Catherine   (Yelverton),  20, 

22. 

 Christopher,  21,  72. 

 Francis  (V.  of  Leek),  21,  22. 

 Geo.,  139. 
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Bowyer,  Hester,  139. 

 •  Hester  (Skeffrngton)  20,  21, 

72. 

 Jane,  (Murray),  138. 

 John  (V.  of  Biddulph),  21, 

22. 

Bowyer,  Sir  John  [1557-1605],  2, 
8,  20. 

Bowyer,  John  (b.  1613],  72. 
Bowyer,  Col.  Sir  John  [1623- 

1666],   20,  2i,   56,   67,  68,  72, 

76,  81,  82,  94,  100,  101,  103,  110, 

112,  114,  138. 
Bowyer,  Sir  John  [1653-1691], 

74,    117,    120,    136,   138,  141, 

144,  145,  148,  150. 
Bowyer,    Sir    John  [1682-1701], 

138. 

 John  of  Bishton,  220. 

 Mary  (Milward),  56,  74,  138. 

  Sir  Nigel  [1726-1787],  263. 

 • —  Rich.,  21,  22,  72. 

 Thos.  [jun.  in  1637],  21,  139. 

 Thos.  of  Stonilow,  21.1 

 Wm.,  21,  72. 

Bowyer,  Sir  Wm.  [1588-1641], 

19,  20,  21,  28,  30,  49,  50,  57,  61, 

67,  72,  97- 
Bowyer,  Sir  Wm.  [1654-1702],  139, 

263. 

Boyle,    Chas.,    Lord  Clifford 

[1639-1694],  116,  118, 134, 171. 
Boyle,  Eliz.  (Clifford),  134. 
Boyle,  Hon.  Hen.  [1658-1725], 

166,  171. 
Boyle,  Jane  (Seymour),  171. 

 Nath.,  47. 

—  Rich.  [d.  1698],  134. 

Bracebridge,  Abram,  209. 

 Maria  (Charnell),  209. 

 Mary  (Savage),  209. 

Bracebridge,     Samuel  [1672- 

1735],  203,  205,  209,  210,  211, 
213,  216,  220,  225,  228. 
Bracebridge,  Samuel  [d.  1780],  209. 
Brackley,  Northants,  232,  289. 

 Lord,  249. 

Bradbourne,  Derby,  133. 
Bradford,  Rich.,  Newport,  2nd  Earl 

of,  145. 
Bradley,  22,  60. 

 Derbys.,  284. 

 Ash,  Derbys.,  122. 

 John,  152. 

Bradshaw  (a  Noncom.  preacher  in 

1662),  119. 

 Catherine  (Winnington),  98. 

 Hen.  [d.  1654],  97. 

Bradshaw,    John,    the  regicide 

[1602-1659],  96,  98,  in,  140. 


Bradshaw,  Mary  (Marbury),  99. 
Bradwell,  61,  150,  160. 
Bramber,  170. 
Bramcott,  (PNotts),  170. 
Brandenburg,  88. 
Brandreth,  Jane  (Weston),  78. 

 John,  78. 

Bray,  Reginald,  9. 

 Sir  Reynold,  311. 

Brecon,  195. 
Breda,  in. 

Brent,  Sir  Nath.  (Judge),  15. 
Brereton,  Gen.  Sir  Wm.,  49,  61,  73, 
108. 

Brett,  Timothy,  253. 
Brewerne,  Oxon,  174. 
Bridge,  Major-Gen.  Sir  Tobias 

[fl.  1655-1674],  100,  105,  106. 
Bridgeford,  Notts,  87. 

 Staffs,  97,  310. 

Bridgeman,  Bp.,  78. 
Bridgemere,  Ches.,  145. 
Bridgman,  Mr.  and  Mrs.,  9. 
Bridges,  the  (Lords  Chandos),  149. 
 Anna  Maria  (Brudenell), 

149. 

 — ■  Anne  (Rodney),  149. 

 Geo.  Rodney  136,  149. 

 Sir  Thos.,  M.P.  [d.  1707], 

149. 

Bridge  Town,  Barbadoes,  107. 
Bridgewater,  41. 

 Dukes  and  Earls  of,  see 

Egerton. 

 Duke  of  [d.    1803],  289, 

298. 

Bridgnorth,  294,  296. 

Bridport,  39. 

Brigham  Rich.,  119. 

Brindley,  James  [1716-1772],  261, 

283. 
Bristol,  123. 

"  Broadbottom  Administration," 

233.  243,  248,  262. 
Broadlow  Ash,  Derbs.,  74. 
Brocton,  Manor  of,  125. 
Brome,  Suffolk,  33. 

 Thos.,  of  Croxall,  170. 

Bromley,  Gerard's,  1,16,  17,  18,  120, 

284. 

  (Speaker  in  1710),  203. 

 Hen.,  9. 

Brooke,  Lord  [d.  1643],  108. 

 Lord  (of  Knowle  in  1688), 

139- 

 Sir  Rich.  [1667-1710],  241. 

Brookhampton,  Warw.,  26. 
Broughton,  136. 

 ' —  Sir  Brian  [cr.  hart.,  1661], 

136. 
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Broughton-Delves,  Sir  Brian  [1718- 

1744],  219,  229. 
Broughton,    Sir    Brian  [1678- 

1724],  213-215,   218,   224,  227, 

242. 

Broughton,  Edw.,  69. 

 Eliz.  (Delves),  219. 

 Hugh  [1549-1612],  8. 

 John  [d.  1659],  168. 

 Rhoda  (Amcotts),  218. 

 ■  Rich.,  311. 

 Robt.,  311. 

 Sir  Thos.  [d.  1710],  136,  218. 

Brown  (a  farmer  of  Caverswall),  6. 

 Geo.  of  Spelmonden,  167. 

 Isaac  Hawkins  [M.P.  1744- 

1754],  258,  296. 
 Isaac  Hawkins  [1745-1818], 

296. 

 Rich.,  of  London,  7. 

Broxbourne,  Herts,  49. 

Bruce,  Diana  (Grey),  166. 

 Robt.,  Earl  of  Aylesbury, 

166,  167. 
Brudenell,  Thos.,  160. 
Buckeridge,  Rev.  Theo.,  266,  276, 

312. 

 Wilde,  266. 

Buckhounds,  Master  of,  200. 
Buckingham,  Bailiff  of,  113. 

  Duke  of  [d.  1628],  19,  25, 

28,  43,  50. 

 Duke  of  [d.  1688],  149. 

Buckinghamshire,  51. 
Buckner,  Capt.,  102. 
Burgh  Hall,  14. 
Bulkley,  Anne,  46. 
Bulstrode,  Edw.,  51. 
Bunbury,  5. 

Burdett,  Caroline  (Manners)  (Har- 

pur),  264. 

 Eliz.  (Sedley),  264. 

 Eliz.  (Tracy),  264. 

 Eliz.  (Walter),  170. 

 ■  Sir  Francis  [d.  1696),  170. 

 Sir  Francis  [d.  1844],  264. 

 Magdalen  (Aston),  170. 

 Mary  (Brome),  170. 

 Mary  (Pigot),  170. 

Burdett,  Sir  Robt.  [1640-1716], 

144,  165,  170,  172,  173,  176-179, 

264. 

Burdett  [d.  1716],  264.  , 
Burdett,  Sir  Robt.  [1716-1797], 

258,  259,  264,  265,  266,  270,  274, 

276,  280,  284. 
Burke,  Edmund  [d.  1797],  271. 
Burleigh,  Wm.  Cecil,  Lord,  54. 
Burlington,  Earl  of,  see  Boyle,  Rich. 
Burnes,  John,  100. 


Burnett,  Bp.  Gilb.,  171. 
Burrell,  Sir  Peter,  307. 
Burslem,  160.  - 

 Dorothy  (Watson),  108,  207. 

 James  [d.  1675],  207. 

 Rebecca,  207. 

 Wm.  [occ.  1637],  22. 

Burslem,  Wm.  [1662-1716],  108, 

197,  203,  205,  207,  210,  211. 
Burton  by  Stafford,  76,  97. 
Burton,  Baron,  see  Paget,  Hon. 

Hen. 

Burton,  Joshua,  232. 
Burton-on-Trent,  1,  107,  108,  207, 
209. 

Bury,  St.  Edmunds,  35. 
Bushbury,  135,  163. 
Bushbury,  Sir  Hen.  de,  Amice  wife 
of,  309. 

Bute,  James,  Earl  of  [d.  1723]. 

  John  Stuart,  Earl  of  [d. 

1792],  262,  274-276,  283,  307. 
Butterton,  258. 
Buxton,  255-256, 
Byrche,  Edw.  123,  158,  207. 

 John,  49. 

 Sampson,  123,  148,  150. 

 Thos.,  158. 


C. 

Caldecot,  Warw.,  64,  65. 
Calke  Abbey,  Derby,  264. 
Callington,  7. 
Calne,  291,  306. 
Calvert,  Eliz.  (Hulse),  308. 

 Felix  [d.  1755],  308. 

Calvert,    John    [c.  1725-1804], 

300,  303,  308,  312. 
Calvert,  John,  jun.,  308. 
Cambden,  Lord,  102. 
Cambridge  University,  171,  235,  292. 
Camelford,  235. 

Canning,  Geo.  [1770-1827],  248. 
Canons  Ashby,  Northants,  151. 
Canterbury,  76,  128. 
Capel,  Arthur,  Lord  [d.  1649],  81. 
Carbitt,  (a  farmer  in  Hammerwich), 

142. 
Cardiff,  64. 

Cardigan,    Robt.    Brudenell,  2nd 

Earl  of,  149. 
Carhampton,  Earl  of,  see  Luttrell, 

Simon. 
Carleby,  Lines,  36. 
Carleton,  Yorks,  171. 
Carleton,  Lord,  see  Boyle,  Hon. 

Hen. 
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Carlisle,  Caroline  (Gower),  Countess 
of,  288. 

■  •  Fred.,  Earl  of  [d.  1825],  288. 

 Earl  of  [occ.  1624],  36. 

Carlton,  Sir  Dudley,  133. 
Carnarvon,  35. 
Carr,  Robert,  see  Kerr,  Robt. 
Carrier,  Chas.,  261. 
Carver,  John,  of  London,  234. 
Carteret,  John,  see  Granville,  Earl. 
Cartetet,  Lord,  see  Thynne,  Hen. 
Fred. 

Cartwright,  Major,  301. 
Cary,  Barony  of,  102. 
Casewick,  Lines,  159. 
Castle  Cary,  Somers.,  24,  25. 
Castlehaven,  Earl  of,  see  Touchet, 

George. 
Castle  Rising,  45. 
Catesby,  Robt.,  1. 
 Thos.,  of   Whiston,  Yorks, 

179.  " 

Catholic  Emancipation,  249,  298. 

 families,  3. 

Caulton,  John,  159. 
Cave,  Katherine  (Jones),  85. 
Cave,  Sir  Rich.  [c.  1593-1645], 
70,  85. 

Cave,  Rich.,  of  Leigh,  Wore,  85. 

 Roger  [d.  1586],  54. 

 Thos.  of  St.  Helens,  Wore, 

85. 

 Sir    Thos.,    of  Stamford, 

Northants,  19. 
Cavendish,  Geo.  Hen.,  Lord,  306. 
Caverswall,  6,  22,  23,  73. 
Cecil,  Sir  Robt.,  33,  34. 

 Wm.,  see  Burleigh,  Lord. 

Chadwick,  Col.  Lewis,  69,  73. 
Chaliner,  Edw.,  D.D.,  76. 
Challinor,  Roger,  10. 
Chambre  House,  Berks,  46. 
Chamier,  Anthony  [1 725-1780], 

293,  294,  297,  299. 
Charitable  bequests,  6,  9,  21,  22,  30, 

46,  47- 
Charlecote,  Warw.,  258. 
Charleton,  27. 

Charles  I,  k.,  28,  32,  43,  51,  52,  59, 
64,  77,  85,  87,  88,  99,  120,  140,  160. 

Charles  II,  k.,  77,^79,  88,  97,  98, 
107,  in,  120,  129,  131,  132,  143, 
148,  167. 

Charlton,  John,  of  Totteridge,  128. 

Charnell,  Thos.,  209. 

Chartley,  72,  134,  135,  158,  233,  302. 

Chatham,  Earl  of,  see  Pitt. 

Chebsey,  4,  30. 

Chediston  Hall,  228. 

Cheselden,  Wm.  (surgeon),  242. 


Cheshire,  156,  194,  207,  281,  282. 
Chestall,  4,  30. 
Chester,  119,  139,  241. 
Chester,  Sir  Chas.  [occ.  1753],  266. 

 Frances  (Bagot),  184. 

Chesterfield,  Catherine,  Countess  of, 
87. 

 Philip   Stanhope,   Earl  of 

[d.  1656],  87. 
 —  Philip   Stanhope,   Earl  of 

[d.  1726],  220. 
Chetwode,    Bridget  (Birkenhead), 

94- 

 Eleanor  (Steventon),  94. 

 James,  5. 

 John  [d.  1615],  94- 

Chetwode,  John  [1599-1667],  93, 
94. 

Chetwode,  Sir  John  (Bart,  in  1670), 
94. 

Chetwynd,  Salop,  165,  211. 

 Anne  (Bagot),  125. 

 Barbara  (Goring),  219. 

  Chas.  [d.  1719],  219. 

 —  Edw.  [occ.  1691],  123. 

 Eliz.  (Long),  123. 

■  ■ —  Eliz.  (Wollaston),  272. 

 Frances  (Hazlerigg),  125. 

 Francis  [occ.  1691],  124,  125. 

 —  Honora  (Baker),  218. 

  John,  of  Maer  [d.  1674],  168. 

 John,  of  Ludlow  [occ.  1690], 

124,  219. 

 John,   of    the    Strand  [d. 

1692],  123. 
Chetwynd,   Capt.   John  [1643- 

1702],  124-126,  165,  168,  172,  173, 

185,  187,  192,  193,  218. 
Chetwynd,  John  [d.  1741],  194. 
Chetwynd,  John   (2nd  Viscount) 

[1680-1767],  168,  194,  218,  236, 

238,  240,  245,  246,  272. 
Chetwynd,    Lucy    (Roane),  168, 

193,  218. 

 Mary  (Berkeley),  193,  194. 

— — — —  Mary,  of  Rugeley,  123,  125, 
168. 

 Ralph  (s.  of  John  of  the 

Strand),  124. 
 Rich.,  of  Rugeley  [d.  1693], 

123,  125. 

 Susan  (Broughton),  168. 

 Thos.,  of  Rugeley  [d.  1633], 

124. 

 ■  Thos  (sheriff  in  1656),  100. 

 Thos.,  of  Ireland  [occ.  1690], 

124. 

Chetwynd,    Sir  Walter  [1559- 

1638],  2,  8,  12,  13. 
Chetwynd,  Walter  [d.  1653],  123. 
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Chetwynd,  Walter  [d.  1669],  125. 
Chetwynd,  Walter  [c.  1663-1693], 

116,  117,  125,  136,  139,  156,  158, 
168,  169,  172,  173. 

Chetwynd,  Walter  [b.  1651],  168. 

Chetwynd,  Walter,  of  Grendon 
[c.  1680-1732]  124,  125,  213, 
215,  216,  219,  225,  228,  230,  231, 
234- 

Chetwynd,  Walter  (1st  Vise.) 
[1678-1736],  123,  125,  168,  169, 
191,  192,  193,  196,  198,  199,  200, 
202,  203,  205,  206,  209,  210, 
211,  213,  214,  217,  223,  224,  227, 
230,  232,  240. 

Chetwynd,  Walter,  of  Brocton  [d. 
1750],  125. 

—  Wm.  [d.  1651],  123. 

Chetwynd,  Wm.  [1618-1691],  116, 

117,  121,  123. 

Chetwynd,  Wm.  of  Beddington 
[d.  1740],  232. 

 Capt.  the  hon.  Wm.,  4th 

Vise.  [d.  1791],  194,  278,  279. 

Chetwynd,  Wm.  Rich.  (3rd  Vise.) 
[1684-1770],  168,  194,  213,  214, 
218,  223,  236,  237,  239,  240, 
245,  246,  252,  257,  259,  266, 
268,  272,  276,  279,  281,  285,  287, 
290. 

Chetwynd,     Hon.    Wm.  Rich. 

[1731-1765],  268,  272,  276,  279. 
Chetwynds,  the,  169,  226,  240. 
Chewton,  Vise,  see  Waldegrave, 

Geo. 

Chichester,  39. 
Chilton,  John,  9. 
Chilton  Park,  Wilts,  51. 
Chippenham,  15,  38. 
Chislehurst,  Kent,  26. 
Cholmeley,  Mr.,  43. 
Chowne,  Geo.  or  Nich.,  of  Kent, 
26. 

Church  Eaton,  125. 

Church  of  England  (the  39  Articles 

of),  286. 
Cinque  Ports,  Warden  of,  170. 
Cirencester,  18,  38,  162. 
Clarendon,  Earl  of,  see  Villiers, 

Thos. 

Clarendon,  Edw.  Hyde,  1st  Earl  of, 
140. 

Clarke,  Sir  Francis,  126. 

 Jervoise,  307. 

 Thos.  [occ.  1722],  225. 

— ■  Walter,  chirurgion,  9. 

Clayton,  Griffith,  9,  82,  83. 
Clemons,  Eliz.,  46. 
Clent,  132. 
Clere,  Sir  Edw.,  15. 


Clergy,  the  residence  of,  283. 
Clerke,  John  of  Cheapside,  179. 

 Rev.  Preb.  Joshua,  269. 

Clerks,  the,  of  Sutton,  Derby,  294. 
Cliff e,  Mary,  21. 

 Thos.,  21. 

Clifford,  Baron,  see  Boyle,  Chas. 

 Eliz.,  Baroness  de,  134. 

Clifton,  Notts,  126,  159. 
Clinton,  Camb.,  45. 
Clitheroe,  40. 

Clive,  Edw.,  Lord  [d.  1839],  307. 
 Robt.,    Lord  [1725-1774], 

285. 
Clontarf,  234. 
Coal  Mines,  see  Mines. 
Cobb,  Mr.  (Anson's  agent),  265,. 266. 
Cocks,  John,  58. 
Cokayne,  Francis,  4. 

 Thos.,  26,  62. 

Coke,  T.  W.  [occ.  1784],  307. 

Colchester,  39,  62. 

Colcough,    Sir   Adam    [d.  1637], 

126. 

 Alice,  (Rich.),  126. 

Colclough,    Sir    Caesar  [1624- 

1684],  116,  117,  126. 
Colclough,  Caesar  A.,  258,  265. 

 Frances  (Clarke),  126. 

 Wm.,  21. 

Colcloughs,    the,   of   Blurton  and 

Tunstall,  126. 
Cole  Orton,  10. 
Colepepper,  Thos.,  Lord,  189. 
Colles,  Edmund,  M.P.,  14. 
Collett,  Thos.,  49. 
Collins,  Anthony,  202. 

 Eliz.  (Wrottesley),  202. 

Colonies,  neglect  of,  268. 
Colton,  123. 
Colwich,  97. 

Colyear,  Gen.  Walter,  242. 
Compton,  Glos.,  162. 

 Eliz.  (Shirley),  229. 

 Eliz.  (Whittle),  229. 

 Frances  (Payne),  229. 

 Geo.,    Earl    of  Northants 

[d.  1727],  229. 
Compton,  Hon.   Geo.,   Earl  of 

Northants  [c.   1692-1758],  226, 

229,  236,  239,  242. 
Compton,  James,  Earl  of  Northants 

[d.  1754],  134,  229. 
 Spencer,  Earl  of  Northants 

[d.  1643],  72. 
 Sir  Spencer,  see  Wilmington, 

Earl  of. 
Congleton,  98,  99. 
Congreave,  John,  125. 
 Rich.,  129. 
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Congreave,  Col.  Wm.  [b.  1676],  258, 
265. 

Cooke,  Francis,  48. 

 Sir  John  [occ.  1625],  43. 

Cooper,  Ashley,   Earl  of  Shaftes- 
bury [1621-1683],  104,  134,  140, 
154- 

Coopersale,  Essex,  201. 

Cope,  Anne  (Farmer),  173,  174. 

 Anthony,  174. 

 Arabella,  174. 

 Catherine,  174. 

 ■  Chas.,  174. 

 Jonathan  [d.  1670]  129, 

173- 

Cope,  Jonathan  [1664-1694],  168. 
172,  173. 

Cope,  Sir  Jonathan  [b.  c.  1689],  174. 

 Sir  John,  of  Brewerne,  174. 

 Mary,  174. 

 —  Susan  (Fowle),  173,  174. 

 Sir    Wm.,  of  Hanwell  [d. 

1637],  173. 

 Wm.  [b.  c.  1690],  174. 

Copleston,  John,  5. 

Corbett,  Sir  Andrew,  9. 

 John,  of  Shrewsbury,  158, 

266. 

 Sir  Robt.  [d.  1740],  224. 

 •  Wm.,  M.P.  [d.  1748],  224. 

Corfe,  24. 

Cork,  2nd  Earl  of,  see  Boyle,  Rich. 

Cornbrook,  Warw.,  26. 

Cornwall,  Sir  Geo.,  307. 

Cornwallis,  Wm.,  33. 

Cotes,  in  Eccleshall,  202. 

 Leics.,  140. 

 Chas.  [fl.  1680],  202. 

Cotes,  Dr.  Chas.  [c.  1710-1748], 
236,  239,  242,  245,  247. 

Cotes,  Deborah  (Cheselden),  242. 

 Dorothy  (Shirley),  202,  242. 

 James  [1708-1766],  202. 

Cotes,  John  [1680-1756],  199, 
200,  202,  203,  205,  209,  210,  211, 
215,  220. 

Cotes,  Lettice  (Digby),  202. 

Cotton,  ?  Staffs,  283. 

 Abigail  (Abney),  184. 

—   Anne,  46. 

 Catherine,  185. 

 Chas.,  129. 

 —  Eliz.  Abigail,  185. 

 ■ —  Evelin  Rowland,  185. 

 Frances  (Needham),  8. 

 Jane  (Shawbury),  8. 

—  John  (Uncle  of  Sir  Row- 
land), 8. 

 John  (s.  of  Rev.  Alan),  9. 

 John,  of  Droitwich,  9. 


Cotton,  Joyce  (Walsh),  8,  9. 

 Mary  (Sleigh),  184,  185. 

 Sir  L.  Salisbury,  185. 

 Ralph  of  Alkington  [fl.  c. 

1530],  8. 

 Ralph  [fl.  c.  1675],  184. 

Cotton,  Sir  Rowland  [c.  1577- 

1634],  2,  8,  53,  54,  56. 
Cotton,  Rowland  [c.  1675-1753], 

181,  184,  185,  186,  188,  189,  191, 

192,  194,  I97-I99,  200,  202,  203, 
205,  207-209,  2IO,  211,  213,  214, 
218,  239. 

Cotton,  Sir  Robt.,  Bart.,  141. 

 Roger,  9. 

 Thos.,  8. 

 Walter,  of  Crakemarsh,  83. 

 Wm.,  alderman  of  London,  8. 

 (the  children  of  Wm.  (bro.  of 

Sir  Rowland),  9. 
 Wm.  (neph.  of  Sir  Rowland), 

8,  9- 

 Wm.,   of    Crakemarsh  (b. 

1663],  164,  165. 
 Wm.     [1700-1776],  185, 

?  266. 

_  wm.  [1740-1819],  185. 

Couleigh,  ?  Worcs.,  14. 
Council  of  the  North,  7. 

 of  Wales,  122. 

Courteen  Hester  (Tryon),  61. 

 Sir  Wm.,  60,  61,  121. 

Courtenay,  Jane  (Stuart),  307. 
Courtenay,    John  [1741-1816], 

300,  303,  307. 
Courtenay,  Wm.,  307. 
Coventry,  48,  49. 

 Thos.,  Lord  [d.  1640],  143. 

Cowper,  Wm.,  of  the  Park,  Hereford, 
299- 

Coyney,  Mrs.  (Craddock),  7. 
Craddock,  Alice  (m.  Ridley),  311. 
Craddock,  Dorothy  (Greenway),  22. 

 Eliz.  (Fowler),  22. 

 Eliz.  (Peake),  6. 

 Francis  (d.  1594),  311. 

Craddock,  George  [c.  1555-1611], 
2,  6,  22. 

Craddock,  Geo.  [d.  1649],  22,  23. 

 Jane  (Jollye),  6,  7,  22. 

Craddock  Matthew  [c.  1580-1636], 

6,  19,  20,  22,  23,  28,  31,  44,  45, 

54,  55- 

Craddock,  Matthew  [d.1641],  23,311. 

 Geo.  son  of,  311. 

 Thos.,  6. 

 Walter,  7. 

 Wm.,  7. 

Crakemarsh,  83,  164. 
Crawley,  John,  113. 
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Crawford,  Col.  Geo.,  283. 

 Robt.,  161. 

Cresswell  (a  Royalist  in  1643),  61. 
Creswell  Church,  13. 
Crewe,  Ches.,  194,  195,  198,  282. 
Crewe  Hall,  250. 

 —  Alice  (Mainwaring),  9. 

 Anne  (Shuttleworth),  282. 

 Chas.,  195. 

 Eliz.,  195. 

 Frances  (Greville),  282. 

 John,    of     Nantwich  [fl. 

1565],  9. 

 John  [d.  1684],  194,  198. 

 Sir  John  [occ.  1683],  141. 

Crewe,  John  (Offley)  [1681-1749], 

191,  192,  194,  219,  257. 
Crewe,  John  [c.  1715-1752],  195, 

250,  251,  257,  282. 
Crewe,  John,  Lord  [1742-1829], 

195>   257>   276,   278,   279,  282, 

306. 

Crewe,  Joseph,  195. 

 the  present  Marquess  of,  36, 

282. 

 Randall,  195. 

 —  Sarah,  195. 

 Sarah  (Price),  195. 

 Temperance  (Bray),  9. 

Crewe,  Sir  Thos.  [1565-1634],  3, 
9. 

Crewe  of  Stene,  Thos.,  Lord,  264. 
Cricklade,  41. 

Croft,  Hart  and  Backwell,  Bankers, 
290. 

Crompton,  Anne  (Whitgrave) ,  76. 

 Catherine  (Rawson),  13. 

— ■  Eleanor  (Morton),  76. 

 Eleanor  (Skrimshire),  76. 

 Eliz.  (Hovenden),  76. 

 Jane  (Aston),  13. 

 Margaret  (Littleton),  13. 

 Margaret  (Marrow),  13,  74, 

76. 

 Morton,  76. 

 Thos.    (Admiralty  Judge), 

14. 

Crompton,  Thos.  [c.  1580-1645], 
12,  13,  19,  20,  21,  32,  54,  55,  74, 

76,  97- 

Crompton,  Col.  Thos.  [1606- 
1664],  13,  68,  69,  74,  94,  96,  97, 
100,  101,  104,  105,  in,  115. 

Crompton,  Sir  Thos.,  of  Driffield 
[d.  1666],  131. 

 Win.,  of  London,  13. 

 Wm,  of  Stafford  [d.  1581], 

13- 

Cromwell,  Oliver,  p.,  51,  66,  75,  89, 
93-99,  106,  114,  146. 

(I3462)Z 


Cromwell,  Rich.,  p.,  51,  77,  96,  99, 
104,  130. 

Cromwell's  House  of  Lords,  51,  96. 
Crooke,  Alex.,  48. 

 Hen.,  47. 

 Wm.,  47. 

Cropredy  Bridge,  battle  of,  88. 
Crossland,  S.,  266. 
Croxall,  Derbys.,  170. 
 Rich.,  11. 

Cumberland,      Anne  (Luttrell), 

Duchess  of,  280. 
 Hen.  Clifford,  1st  Earl  of, 

134- 

 Hen.  Fred,  Duke  of  [1745- 

1790],  280. 
Curborough,  86. 
Curitall,  Geo.,  77. 


D. 

Dames,  Rich.,  48. 

Dancer,  John,  204. 

Daniel,  Penelope  (Vernon),  207. 

Dannam,  Mary  (Biddulph),  130. 

Darlaston,  Stone,  210,  225. 

Dartmouth,    Earls    of,    see  also 

Under  Legge. 
 Frances  Catherine  (Nicholl), 

Countess  of,  304. 

 George,  Lord  [d.  1691],  143. 

 Wm.,    Earl   of   [d.  1750], 

190,  191,  227,  246. 

 Wm.,  Earl  of  [d.  1801  [,  304. 

Davenham,  Ches.,  211. 
Davies,  Eleanor,  83. 

 Eleanor  (Touchet),  24. 

 Eliz.  (Turton),  151. 

Davies,  Sir  John  [1569-1626],  19, 

20,  24. 
Davies,  John,  24. 

 ■  Mary  (Bennett),  24. 

Davenport,  Thos.,  5. 

Debt,  Imprisonment  for,  283. 

Deering,  Sir  Edw.,  270. 

 ■ —  Rich.,  20,  48,  52,  86. 

Degge,  Sir  Simon,  83,  109,  135. 
Delinquents,    16,   25,   32,   45,  52, 

55,  60,  62,77,96,  113,  119,  120, 

129. 

Delves,  John,  Margt.  w.  of,  310. 

  Sir  Thos.,  219. 

Denbigh,   Basil  Feilding,   Earl  of 

[d.  1675],  32,  73,  91,  129- 
Denmark,  36,  88. 
Derby,  55,  170,  264. 

 the  Earls  of,  133. 

Derbyshire,  132,  180. 

 Sheriffs  of,  56,  132,  263. 
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Devaynes,  Wm.,  M.P.,  291. 

Deverell,  Mary,  152. 

Devereux,  Catherine  (Arden),  14. 

 Sir  Edw.,  M.P.  [d.  16221 

14. 

 Eliz.,  (Baspole),  14. 

 Eliz.  (Knightly),  14. 

Devereux,    Sir   Walter,  Vise, 

Hereford  [1578-1659],  12,  14. 
Devereux,    Sir    Walter  [1591- 

1641],  50,  52,  54,  57,  58,  64,  70, 

83,  311. 
Devereux,  Sir  Wm.,  M.P.,  4. 
Devonshire  family,  the,  261. 
Dickenson,  Rev.  Joseph,  279. 
Digby,  Everard,  44. 

 Geo.,  22,  32,  83. 

 Kildare,  Lord,  202. 

Dilettanti  Society,  261. 

Dilke,  Sir  Chas.  Wentworth,  M.P., 

90. 

 Fisher,  89. 

 Sir  Thos.,  55. 

Dissenters,  toleration  of,  97,  156. 
Dixie,  Sir  Wolstan  [d.  1682],  11. 

 Sir  Wolston  [d.  1766],  294. 

Doddington,  Ches.,  219. 
Doddleston,  93. 
Dodershall,  Bucks,  35. 
Dolman,  Thos.,  75. 
Dolphin,    John    [d.    1724],  223, 
226. 

Dolphin,  John  of  Shenston  [fl. 
1734-1761],  237,  258,  265,  266, 
277. 

"  Don  Dismal,"  see  Finch,  Daniel. 
Done,  Mr.,  21. 

Dorchester,  Dudley,  1st  Vise,  133. 
Dorfold,  Ches.,  140. 
Dornoch,  298. 
Dorrington,  Rich.,  23,  131. 

— ■  Sarah  (Craddock),  6. 

Dorset,  Lionel  Cranfield  Sackville, 

Duke  of,  242. 
Dothill,  Salop,  94. 
Douglas,  Sir  Archibald,  24. 
Dover,  274. 
Downes,  Roger,  62. 
Doyley,  Wm.,  142. 
Drakeford,  Rich.  [occ.  1641],  22. 

 Rich.  [occ.  1753],  266. 

Drakelow,  55,  108,  263. 
Draycott-in-the-Clay,  30. 
Draycott,  Philip,  164. 
Drayton,  Basset,  18,  52,  132,  136, 

142,  143,  162,  165,  250. 

 Leic,  209. 

 Mill,  4. 

Driffield,  Yorks,  131. 
Droitwich,  167. 


Drummond,    Andrew    John,  302, 
3°3- 

Dryden,  John  [d.  1700],  171. 

 Sir  John,  2nd  Bart.,  151. 

Dublin,  140. 
Dudley,  32,  105. 

 Alice  (Leigh),  Duchess  of, 

32. 

  the  Lords,  see  also  under 

Ward. 

 Robt.  (Earl  of  Leicester), 

32. 

 Sir  Robt.,  (his  son),  32. 

 Wm.,  15. 

Dudmaston,  Salop,  166. 
Dugdale,  Stephen,  135-137. 

 Sir  Wm.,  66,  84,  126. 

Dulasan,  Carnarvon,  64. 

Dunbar,  Battle  of,  73. 

Dundas,  Sir  Lawrence  [c.  1710- 

1781],  275,  276,  280,  282,  306. 
Dundas,  Thos.  [d.  1762],  282. 
 Thos.,   Baron  [1741-1820], 

283. 

Dungarvan,  Vise,  see  Boyle,  Chas. 
Dunkirk,  88,  107. 

Dunning,  John  (Lord  Ashburton), 

271,  289,  290,  293,  307. 
Dunstall,  152. 
Dunwich,  33,  291. 
Durance,  182. 
Dutton,  Ches.,  16,  120. 

 Rich,  or  Thos.,  16,  120. 

Dyott,  Anne  (Greene),  131. 
Dyott,  Anthony  [c.  1560-1622],  2, 

3,  9,  io,  12,  18,  23. 
Dyott,   Anthony   [d.c.    1662],  24, 

131- 

 Catherine  (Harcourt),  23. 

 Catherine     (Gresley),  131, 

176. 

 Dorothy    (Dorrinton),  23, 

131- 

 Frances  (Inge),  176. 

 Michael  [d.  1645],  23. 

Dyott,  Sir  Rich.  [c.  1590-1660], 

19,  20,  23,  28,  31,  44,  46,  48,  50, 

52,  54,  57,  58,  64,  131. 
Dyott,  Capt.  Rich.  [1619-1678], 

23,  46,  116,  118,  131,  141,  176, 

312. 

Dyott,  Capt.  Rich.  [1667-1719], 
131,  173,  176,  182,  185-189,  191, 
193.  !95>  I97»  I99,  203,  205,  209, 
210,  211,  215,  220. 
Dyott,  Rich.  [b.  1687],  258,  265,  266, 

 Rich.  [1723-1787],  258,  266, 

277,  278. 

Dysart,  Eliz.,  Countess  of  [d.  1697], 
146. 
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E. 

Eardley,  21. 

 Anne  (Bowyer),  139. 

 John,  21. 

 Wm.,  168. 

Earlshall,  Suffok,  49. 
East  India  Co.,  23,  102,  290. 
Easton    Neston,    Northants,  173, 
174. 

 near  Pewsey,  Wilts,  25. 

East  Soham,  Suffolk,  147. 
Eaton,  Ches.,  93,  258. 

 Dovedale,     Derbvs.,  122, 

123. 

Ecclasham,  Denb.,  64. 

Eccleshall,  72,  79,  81,  189. 

Edgbaston,  109. 

Edge,  Wm.,  21,  22. 

Edgehill,  63,  88,  131. 

Edinburgh,  282. 

Edingale,  196. 

Edmonds,  John,  220. 

Edwards,  Samuel,  152. 

 Thos.,  228. 

Effingham,  Surrey,  234. 

Egerton,  Anne,  121. 

 Hon.  Chas.,  121. 

 Diana,  121. 

 —  Eliz.  (Murray),  120. 

  Frances  (Egerton),  119. 

 Jane,  121. 

 James,  121. 

Egerton,  Sir  John  [1551-1614], 
2,  4,  12,  16. 

Egerton,  John,  2nd  Earl  of  Bridg- 
water, 121. 

 John,  3rd  Earl  of  Bridg- 
water, 217. 

 ■ —  Penelope  (Needham),  120. 

 ■ — ■  Sir    Ralph,    of  Wrimehill, 

119. 

 Sir  Ralph  [d.  1610],  74,  119. 

Egerton,  Col.  Randle  [c.  1605- 
1681],  116,  117,  119,  136,  138. 

Egerton,  Samuel,  of  Tatton,  220. 

 Scrope,  1  st  Duke  of  Bridg- 
water, 274,  288,  297. 

—  Sir  Thos.,  1 19. 

 Wm.     (nephew     of  Col. 

Randle),  121. 

 Wm.,    of    Hardwick  [occ. 

1747],  258. 

Egginton,  Derbys.,  258,  269. 

 Anne,  102. 

Eggsford,  Devon,  5. 

Egmont,  John  Percival,  Earl  of 
[1711-1772],  262. 

Eld,  Francis  (father  of  the  M.P.), 
164,  226. 


Eld,  Francis  [1692-1760],  223-224, 
226. 

Eld,  Francis  [1736-1817],  224,  227. 
— —  Joseph,  of  Shenstone,  258. 
Election  Petitions,  38-42,  53,  118, 

135,  *i68,  186. 
Elections  (Parliamentary) ,  Expenses 

of,  116,  153. 
Elford,  114,  196. 
Elkstone,  46. 
Ellenhall,  174. 

Ellesmere,  Lord  Chancellor,  119. 

Ellis,  Welbore,  307. 

Elmhurst,  49,  85,86,  114,  129,  130, 

141,  142. 
Ely,  Martin  Heaton,  Bp.  of,  34. 
Enfield,  Midd.,  232. 
Englefield,  Berks,  24. 
Enville,  100,  136,  166,  167. 
Epsom,  299. 

Erdeswick,  Rich.  [1594-c.  1629], 
44. 

Erdeswick,  Sampson  [d.  1603],  44. 

 Sampson  [d.  1695],  45. 

  Sampson  [d.  1703],  45. 

 Sampson  [d.  1747],  45. 

Erdswick,  the  family  of,  45. 

 Dorothy,  45. 

 Edw.  [d.  1700],  45. 

 —  Mary  (Neale),  44. 

 ■ — ■  Matthew,  45,  124. 

Erskine,   Thos.,   Lord    [d.  1823], 

290. 
Essex,  156. 

 ■  Robt.   Devereux,   Earl  of, 

[d.  1601],  5,  34,  52. 
 Robt.    Devereux,    Earl  of 

[d.  1646],'  15,  18,  35,  42,  53.  57, 

59,  63,  132,  143,  162. 
Etwall,  Derbs.,  184. 
Evelyn,  John,  134. 
Everv,  Frances  (Ibbetson),  269. 
—  Sir  Hen.  [1708-1755],  258, 

265,  266,  269,  270. 

 Mary  (Gierke),  269. 

 Sir  Simon  [d.  1753],  269. 

Evesham,  41. 

Ewerby,  Lines,  228,  235. 

Exeter,  Wm.  Cecil,  Earl  of,  166. 


F. 

"  Faggot  voters,"  154,  267,  295. 
Fairfax,  Sir  Thos.,  106. 
Falkland,  Lewis  Cary,  Vise,  59. 
Farmer,  Hen.,  174. 

 Lettice,  65. 

 Sir  Wm.,  173. 

Farnborough,  Warw.,  66. 
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Farnham,  Helen  (Challinor),  10. 

—  Thos.,  10. 

Farwell,  36,  37. 

Fauld,  108. 

Fawkes,  Guy,  1. 

Fawsley,  Northants,  226. 

Felbridge,  Norf.,  292. 

Fenton    (a  candidate  for  Pari,  in 

1768),  287. 

—  John,  215. 

Ferant,  Montgom.,  61. 
Ferdinand  II  (Emperor),  88. 
Fermanagh,  Ireland,  24. 
Ferrar,  see  Ferrour. 
Ferris,  Catherine  (Walter),  56. 

•  Knighton,  56. 

Ferrers,  the  Earls,  see  Shirley. 

 Anne  (Carlton),  133. 

— — — ■  Anne  (Packington),  132. 

 Dorothy  (Puckering),  66. 

 Eliz.  (Pigot),  133. 

 Hen.    (temp.    Edw.  Ill), 

I33- 

 Sir  Humphrey  [d.  1633],  56, 

87,  132,  229. 

 Humphrey  [1653-167 £],I33- 

Ferrers,  Sir  John  [c.  1566-1633], 

3,  10,  37,  66. 
Ferrers,   John   [1629-1680],  56, 

118,  132. 
Ferrers,  Wm.,  of  London,  7. 
Ferrour  (Ferrar),  Anne  (Shepherd), 

27. 

 Bathsheba  (Owen),  27. 

Ferrour,  John  [c.  1590-1657],  19, 
20,  27. 

Ferrour,    Margaret     (recte  Mary) 

(Wodenoth),  27,  311. 

 Nich.  [d.  1620],  27. 

 Nich.  M.P.  [d.  1640],  27. 

Fiennes,  Wm.  (1st  Vise.  Saye),  96. 
Finch,    Hon.    Daniel,    Earl  of 

Nottingham  [1647-1730],  144, 

146,  149,  151- 
Finch,  Eliz.  (Harvey),  146. 
■  Heneage,   Earl  of  Aylesford 

id.  1777],  304. 
 Heneage,  Earl  of  Nottingham 

[d.  1682],  146. 
 Heneage,  Earl  of  Winchelsea 

[d.  1689],  143,  190. 
Fingask,  282. 

Fisher,  Sir  Clement,  M.P.,  30,  55. 

 Mary  (Repington),  30. 

Fisherwick,  20,  52,  59,  86,  129. 
Fitton,  Sir  Edw.,  63,  114. 
Fitzharding,  John  Berkeley,  Vise, 
193- 

Fitzherbert,  Rich.,  266. 

 Wm.,  of  Tissington,  123. 


Fitzmaurice,    Patrick,    Baron  of 

Kerry,  119. 
Flanders,  see  Netherlands  and  Low 

Countries. 
Fleetwood,  Gen.  Chas.  [d.  1692], 

109. 

 (?  Chas.),  284. 

Flogging,  punishment  of,  290. 

Flower,  Wm.,  266. 

Floyer,  Catherine  (Littleton),  247. 

 Chas.,  258,  266. 

 John  [d.  1733],  246. 

Floyer,  John  [1681-17 46 \62],  243, 

245,  246. 
Floyer,  John,  of  Wore.,  266. 

 Ralph,  34. 

 Rich.,  of  Uttoxeter,  85. 

 Rich.,    of   Middle  Temple, 

86. 

Foden,  Edw.,  152. 

Foley,  Anne  (Brown),  167. 

 Anne  (Knightley),  226. 

 —  Eliz.,  175. 

 Mary  (Lane),  226. 

 Mary  (Strode),  175. 

 Paul,  M.P.,  168,  174,  226. 

Foley,   Philip   [1653-1735],  141, 

165,   167,    172,    178,    179,  181, 

184. 

Foley,  Thos.  [d.  1677],  167. 

—          Thos.,  M.P.  for  co.  Surrey, 

174. 

 Thos.,    of  Drayton,  J.P., 

165. 

Foley,  Thos.  [c.  1670-1737],  223, 
226,  236,  237,  239. 

Foley,  Thos.,  1st  Baron  [1673- 
1733],  168,  172,  174,  177-179, 
181,  184,  185,  187-189,  191-194, 
196,  198,  199,  200,  202,  204- 
206. 

Foley,  Thos.,  2nd  Baron  [d.  1766], 
175- 

 Thos.,    Baron    [d.  1777], 

226. 

Foleys,  the,  172,  174,  177,  226. 
Folkestone,  146. 
Forde,  Anne,  27. 

 — -  Sir  Wm.,  27. 

Forrester,  Alex.  [fl.  1758-1787], 

286,  287,  291. 
Fowey,  304. 
Fowke,  Roger,  47. 
Fowle,  Jane,  174. 

 Sir  Thos.,  174. 

Fowler,  Francis,  33. 

 Rich.,  4,  22. 

 Sarah  (Leveson),  161. 

 Walter,  129. 

Fownes,  Thos.,  151. 
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Fox,  Chas.  James  [d.  1806],  257, 

282,    284,   285,   292,  293,  300, 

305-308. 

 Judith,  109. 

Fox,  Col.  Thos.  [1622-1666],  105, 

108,  ii2,  115. 
Foxall,  Wm.,  69. 
Foxhunter,  a  celebrated,  284. 
"  Fox's  Martyrs  "  [1784],  304. 
France,  36,  79,  170,  274,  308. 
Franchise   in    Boroughs,    the;  see 

Election  Petitions. 
Francis,  Sir  Philip,  299. 
Frankley,  Wore,  131,  135. 
Frankton,  Warw.,  130. 
Freeford,  176,  258. 
French  Revolution,  304,  305,  308. 
Friendly  Societies,  283. 
Fulfen,  23. 


G. 

Galway,  Vise,  see  Monckton. 
Game  Law,  offences  against,  290. 
Garrick,  David,  the  actor,  258. 
Garth,  George,  130. 
Gascoigne,  Anne  (Therkeld),  233. 

 Rev.  Joseph,  232. 

Gatton,  9,  39. 
Gawsworth,  Ches.,  63,  114. 
Gawthorpe,  Leics.,  282. 
Gell,  Sir  John,  55,  72,108. 

 John,  of  Hopton,  284. 

Genoa,  envoy  to,  218. 
Gent,  Maj.  Thos.,  111. 
Gentleshaw,  225 

George  I,  k.,  146,  171,  179,  213,  217, 

220,  242. 
George  II,  k.,  217,  253,  272. 
George  III,  k..  262,  273,  275,  285, 

292,  300. 
George,  IV,  k.,  282. 
George,  Prince  of  Denmark  [d.  1 708] , 

200. 

Gerard's    Bromley,    see  Bromley, 
Gerard's. 

Gerard,  Gilb.,  Baron  [d.  1622],  16, 
17,  120. 

 Sir  Gilb.,  of  Harrow,  105. 

 Mr.,  of  Hilderstone,  135. 

Gibbs,  Hen.,  15. 

Gibbs,  Thos.  [c.  1565-1657],  11, 
12,  15,  311. 

 Margt.  (Wilkes)  wife  of,  311. 

Giffard,  John,  6. 

 Peter,  77. 

 Walter,  129. 

Giffards,  the,  135. 
Gilbert,  Humphrey,  187. 


Gilbert,  John,  266,  283. 

 Mary  (Crauford),  283. 

 Mrs.  (Phillips),  283. 

 Thos.,  sen.,  283. 

Gilbert,  Thos.  [1720-1798],  266, 

276,   280,  283,  286,  287,  291, 

293-295.  298,  300,  303,  307. 
Giles,  Sir  Edw.,  43. 
Girdler,  Dorothy,  195. 

 Edw.,  196. 

Girdler,     Joseph  [1642-1724], 

191,  193,  195,  197,  199,  201-203, 

206,  209,  210,  211. 
Girdler,    Joseph    [d.    1756],  196, 

239- 

 Rev.  Thos.,  195,  196. 

Glanvyle  (?John),  43. 
Glegge,  Wm.,  22. 

 Mrs.  (?Wm.),  139. 

Glemham,  Suffolk.  33. 
Glemham,  Sir  Chas.  [1577-1626], 

28,  29,  33. 
Glemham,  Christopher,  33. 

 Margaret  (Wentworth),  33. 

Godfrey,   Sir  Edmund,  [d.  1679], 

135- 

Godolphin,   Sidney,  Earl  of,  181, 

I9i»  193,  196,  203. 
Goldsmith,  Eliz.  (Cope),  174. 

 — —  John,  174. 

Goldthorpe,  Rich.,  7. 
Goodall,  Mrs.,  18. 
Goodriche,  Sir  Hen.,  176. 
Goodyere,  Edmund,  158. 

 SirWm.,  of  Polesworth,  176. 

Goring  (John),  219. 

Gotham,  Notts,  133. 

Gough,  Bridget  (Astley),  162. 

Gough,    Sir   Hen.  [1649-1724], 

157,  162,  165,  171-173,  176-179, 

187,  188,  197,  199. 
Gough,  John  [d.  1665],  162. 

 Martha  (Harwood),  163. 

 Mary  (Littleton),  163. 

 Sir  Rich.,  163. 

 Walter  [b.  c.  1670],  163. 

 Walter  ?  [1 713-1 773],  258, 

266. 

Gower,  Anne  (Grosvenor),  217. 
Gower,  Hon.  Baptist  Leveson 

[1701-1782],  230,  231,  233,  236, 

238,  240,  245,  246,  252,  257,  260, 

268,  272. 
Gower,  Catherine  (Manners).  176. 

 Eliz.  (Sutherland),  298. 

—  Evelyn    (Pierrepont),  260, 

288. 

 Frances  (Leveson),  127. 

 Frances  (dau.  of  Thos.  d. 

1672),  127. 


328 


INDEX. 


Gower,  Geo.  Granville  Leveson, 
Vise.  Trentham,  Marquess  of 
Stafford,  Duke  of  Sutherland 

[1758-1833],  176,  248,  249,  288, 
293,  295.  297,  300,  301,  303,  305. 

Gower,  Geo.  G.  Leveson,  Duke  ;of 
Sutherland  [1786-1861],  249. 

Gower,  Granville  Leveson,  Lord 
Trentham,  2nd  Earl  of  Gower, 
Marquess  of  Stafford  [1721- 
1803],  248,  255,  256,  265-269, 
272,  275,  276,  283,  286,  288,  297, 
302,  306. 

Gower,  Granville  Leveson,  Vise. 
Granville  [1773-1846],  248. 

 Harriet  (Howard),  249. 

 Jane  (Granville),  127,  175. 

Gower,  Sir  John  Leveson,  Baron 
[1675-1709],  128,  173,  175,  178, 
179,  181,  184-189,  191,  192,  194, 
217,  227,  233,  247. 

Gower,  John,  1st  Earl  [1694- 
1754],  176,  217,  227,  233,  242, 
244,  247,  250,  257,  260-262, 
267,  272,  283,  288,  297. 

 Louisa  (Egerton),  288,  297. 

Gower,  Hon.  Rich.  Leveson 
[1726-1753],  257.  258,  260. 

Gower,  Sir  Thos.  [d.  1672],  127. 

Gower,  Hon.  Thos.  Leveson 
[1699-1727],  224,227,233. 

Gower,  Sir  Wm.  Leveson  [c. 
1640-1691],  33,  116,  117,  127, 
I35"I37,  M1.  M4.  !46,  148,  150, 
156,  165,  169,  173,  175,  247. 

Gower,  Wm.  Leveson  [c.  1696- 
1756],  213,  214,  217,  222,  226, 
227,  230-232,  236,  239,  245,  246, 
250-252,  254,  257,  259,  266,  268, 
270. 

Gowers,  the  Leveson,  33,  128,  159, 
240,  242,  247-250,  263,  267,  271, 
273- 

Grafton,  A.  H.  Fitzroy,  Duke  of 

[d.  1811],  248,  265.  273-276,  285, 

286,  288,  289. 
 Eliz.  (Wrottesley),  Duchess 

of,  288. 
Gramden,  Bucks,  151. 
Gramer,  Francis,  26. 
Gransden,  Hunts,  114. 
Granville,  John,  see  Bath,  Earl  of. 
—  John    Carteret,    Earl  of 

[d.  1763],  229,  230,    243,  247, 

248,  271. 

 Vise,  see  Gower. 

Great  Bedwin,  25,  146. 
Great  Roulright,  Oxon,  27. 
Great  Yarmouth,  39. 
Green,  Rev.  John,  16. 


Greene,  Frances,  16. 
Greenwich,  130,  142,  237. 
Greg,  Mr.  [occ.  1643],  69. 
Grendon,  Warw.,  18,  123,  125,  213, 
215,  219. 

Grenville,  Geo.  [d.  1770],  264,  275. 
 Wm.  Wyndham,  Lord  [d. 

1834],  298. 
Gresley,   Catherine  (Walsingham), 

55- 

 Dorothy  (Bowyer),  263. 

Gresley,  Sir  Geo.  [1580-1651], 

27.  54>  55. 
Gresley,   Nigel   [1726-1787],  258, 

265.- 

 Susan  (Ferrers),  56. 

 Sir  Thos.  Id.  1610],  55. 

 Thos.  [d.  1642],  131. 

 ~  Sir  Thos.   [d.   1699],  108, 

131,  220. 

 —  Sir  Thos.  [1699-1746],  263. 

Gresley,  Sir  Thos.  [1722-1753], 

253-255,  258,  263,  265. 
Gresley,  Wimot  (Hood),  263. 
Greville,  Chas.  [d.  1832],  298. 

 Sir  Edw.,  8. 

 Fulke..  282. 

Grey,  Anchitel,  M.P.,  166,  167. 

 Anne  (Cecil),  166. 

—  Catherine  (ward),  166,  201. 

 Chas.,     Earl  [1764-1845], 

298. 

 Eliz.  de  (Windham),  292. 

 Harry,    Earl    of  Stamford 

[d.  1768],  255,  281. 

Grey,  Geo.  Harry,  Earl  of  Stam- 
ford, Earl  of  Warrington  [1737- 
1819],  276,  279,  281,  285,  286, 
288,  302. 

Grey,  Henrietta  (Bentinck),  281. 

 Hen.,  Earl  of  Stamford  [d. 

1673],  166. 

 Hen.  [d.   1686],   129,  136, 

167. 

 Hen.,  Earl  of  Stamford  [d. 

1739],  166. 
Grey,  Hon.  John  [c.  1628-1709], 

165,  166,  172,  173,  177,  178,  201, 

206. 

Grey,  Mary  (Booth),  281. 

 Mary  de  (Cowper),  299. 

—  Mary  (Woolryche),  166. 

 Robt.,  69. 

 Susanna  (Skrymshire),  166. 

 Thos.,  Lord   (the  regicide), 

166. 

 Thos.  de  [d.  1765],  292. 

Grey,  Thos.  de  (Lord  Walsingham) 

[1748-1818],  293,  294,  296,  297, 

299. 
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Grey,  SirWm.  de,  LordWalsing- 

ham  [1719-1781],  286,  288,  292, 
299. 

Griffith,  Sir  Hen.,  59. 

Groby,  Leic,  166. 

Grosvenor,  Anthony,  93. 

 John  (b.  1483),  311. 

 Rose  w.  of,  31 1. 

 Rich.,  of  Eaton,  93. 

— —  Rich.  [occ.  1641],  21. 

 Sir  Robt.  [d.  1755],  258. 

 Sir  Thos.,  217. 

 Wm.  (jun.  in  1691),  127. 

 Wm.  (sen.  in  1691),  128. 

Grove,  Mr.  Serjeant,  167. 

Guy,  Thos.  [d.  c.  1649],  179. 

Guy,  Thos.  [c.  1641-1724],  165, 
169,  173,  177,  178,  179,  187,  188, 
190,  191,  193,  195,  196,  199,  201, 
210. 

"  Guzzledown,"  borough  of,  255. 


H. 

Hackett,  Sir  Andrew  [c.  1632- 

1709],  144,  147,  312. 
Hackett,  Andrew  (s.  of  Sir  Andrew), 

147. 

 Eliz.  (Stebbing),  147. 

 John,  Bishop  of  Lichfield,  14. 

 John    (son     of  Andrew), 

147. 

 John  (son  of  Lisle),  147. 

 Lisle,  147. 

 Mary  (Henslaw),  147. 

 ■  Mary  (Lisle),  147. 

Haddersitch  Eleanor,  152. 

Hadley,  Midd.,  3. 

Hagley,  Wore,  131. 

Hale,  Wm.,  228. 

Halifax,  Chas.,  Earl  of,  169. 

Halliday,  John,  7,  8. 

Hailing,  Kent.  31,  127. 

Halmaker,  Sussex,  26. 

Hamilton,  George,  Earl  of  Orkney 

[d.  1737],  235. 
Hammersley,  Thos.,  69. 
Hammerwich    (Homerwitch),  Car- 

bitt's  farm  in,  142. 
Hampden,  John  [ds  1696],  168. 
Hampshire,  306. 
Hampstead,  136,  182. 
Hampton  Lovet,  Wore,  132. 
Hampton,  Bevis,  310. 

 John  {d.  1433),  309,  310. 

 John  {d.  1472),  will  of,  310. 

  Rich,  de,  309. 

Hams  Hall,  Warw.,  258. 
Hamstall  Ridware,  119. 


Hamworth,  Midd.,  96. 

Hanbury,  30,  207. 

Hanch  Hall,  Longdon,  160,  258. 

Hancox,  Pierce,  139. 

Hanover,  envoy  to,  179. 

Hanoverian  Troops,   the  pay  of 

[1742],  227,  241,  243,  244. 
Han  well,  Oxon,  173. 
Harcourt,  Simon,  Vise.  [d.  1727], 

190,  191. 

 Simon,  1st  Earl  of,  234. 

Hard  wick,  258. 

 Philip  Yorke,  Earl  [d.  1764], 

262. 
Harlaston,  196. 

Harley,  Robt.,  Earl  of  Oxford 
[d.  1724],  141,  168,  171,  175,  185, 
226. 

Harnage  Grange,  Salop,  22. 
Harpur,  Catherine  (Crewe),  264. 

 Sir   John   [d.  1741],  246, 

264. 

Harpur,  Sir  Hen.  [1709-1748], 

259,  264. 
Harries,  Mary,  102. 
Harris,    James,   Earl  of  Malmes- 

bury,  283. 
Harrison,  Major-General  Thos.,  93, 

97,  in. 
Harrow,  105. 
Hart,  Sir  Percival,  10. 
Hart,   Wm.   Neville   [fi.  1770- 

1774],  286,  287,  290. 
Harvey,  Daniel,  146. 
Harwood,  Thos.,  163. 
Haselour,  125,  194,  195. 
Haslemere,  40,  149. 
Hastings,  Col.  [occ.  1643],  81. 

 Francs  Lord,  87. 

 •  Warren  [d.  1818],  308. 

Hatton,  Sir  Christopher  [d.  1619], 

45- 

 Jane  (Shute),  45. 

 •  John,  45. 

 ■  Mary  (Leigh),  45. 

Hatton  [fl.  1602-1653],  44,  45. 
Hatton,  Robt.  [d.  1658],  45. 
Haughton,  Leic,  11. 
Haverford  West,  41. 
Hawkesbury,  Lord,  see  Liverpool, 

Earl  of. 
Hawkestone,  Salop,  220,  241. 
Hawkins,  Eliz.  (Watson),  108. 

 Isaac,  108,  209. 

Hawnes  Park,  Beds,  271. 

Hay,    Sir   George  [1715-1778], 

286,  287,  291,  293,  294,  297. 
Hay,  James,  see  Carlisle,  Earl  of. 

 Rev.  John,  291. 

Hayhouse,  46. 
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Hazlerigg  (Haselrig),  Sir  Arthur, 
100,  109. 

 ,  Edw.,  125. 

Heaton,  Alice  (Weston),  34. 

Heath,  Robt.,  46. 

Heathcote,  Sir  Wm.  [d.  1751],  260. 

Hector,  Edw.,  surgeon,  258. 

Hedgerley,  Bucks,  51. 

Heley,  45,  127. 

Helledon,  Warws.,  207. 

Helstone,  40. 

Henbury,  5. 

Hendon  Place,  Midd.,  220. 

Heneage,  Thos.,  159. 

Henry  III  of  France,  35. 

Henry  IV  of  France,  35. 

Henshaw,  George,  5. 

Henslaw,  Joseph,  Bishop  of  Peter- 
borough, 147. 

Hereford,  85. 

 co.  of,  226. 

 5th  Vise,  see  Devereux,  Sir 

Walter. 

Heme,  Fred.,  of  London,  263. 

Hertford,  38,  308. 

 Frances  (Devereux),  Mar- 
chioness of,  143,  162. 

 Wm.,  Marquess  of,  132. 

Heveningham,  Mr.,  of  Aston  by 
Stone,  135. 

Heyman's  Frome,  Heref.,18. 

Heythorpe,  Oxon,  158. 

Heywood,  125. 

Higgs,  Walter,  123. 

High  Burton,  Yorks,  81. 

Higham  Ferrers,  39. 

Highlins  Park,  151. 

Highlord,  Susanna,  130. 

 Zachary,  130. 

Higinbotham,  Dorothy  (Bowyer), 
139- 

 Thos.,  139. 

Hilcote,  97,  101. 
Hilderstone,  25,  62,  135. 
Hill,  Eliz.  (Chetwynd),  123. 

 Eliz.  (Stanhope),  220. 

 Jane  (Broughton),  219,  242. 

 John  of  Lightwick,  241. 

 Margaret,  123. 

— ;  Sir  Rich.  [d.  1727],  220,  241. 

 Sir  Robt.  (?  rede  Rowland), 

258,  265. 

Hill,  Sir  Rowland  [e.  1700-1783], 

219,  236,  239,  242,  258. 
Hill,   Samuel  [1690-1758],  213, 

215,  220,  258. 
Hill,  Sarah  (Stubbs),  241. 
Hilton,  Staffs,  207,  258,  263. 
Hindon,  Wilts,  24,  39,  162,  306. 
Hinton,  T.,  254. 


Hints,  34,  246,  247,  258. 

Hitchcok,  John,  104. 

Hoar  Cross,  135. 

Hodgson,  Benj.,  278. 

Hodsdon,  Herts,  49. 

Holbeach,  1. 

Holford,  Allen,  211. 

Holingshead,  Eliz.  (Okeover),  158. 

Holland,  85,  170. 

Hollyoak,Geo.,  266. 

Holt  Castle,  64. 

Holte,  Anne  (Legge),  246. 

 Barbara  (Lister),  246. 

 Sir  Clobery  [d.  1729],  246. 

Holte,    Sir  Lister  [1721-1770], 

245,  246,   252,   253,   258,  265, 

266. 

Holte,  John,  279. 

 Mary  (Harpur),  246. 

 Sir  Robt.,  124. 

 Sarah  (Newton),  246. 

Hoo,  John,  165. 

 Thos.,  266. 

Hood,  Mr.,  of  Leicester,  263. 
Hopton  Heath,  Starts,  72,  74,  87, 

109. 
Horsham,  304. 
Horsley,  Staffs,  3,  189 
Horton,  141. 
Hough,  Bp.  John,  187. 
Household,  Cofferer  of,  7. 
Hovenden,  Preb.  George,  76. 
Howard,  Mr.,  of  Hoar  Cross,  135. 
 Thos.,    Baron    [d.  1725], 

234- 

Howe,  Alex.,  22. 

 Anne  (King),  162. 

 Mary  (Thynne),  162. 

 Sir  Rich.  Grubham  [d.  1703], 

162. 

Howe,  Sir  Rich.  [c.  1651-1730], 

141,  157,  162. 
Hull,  33. 

Hulse,  Sir  Edw.  [d.  1739],  308. 
Hulton  Park,  Lane,  106. 

 Anne  (Jessop),  106. 

 Wm.,  106. 

 Sir  W.  H.,  106. 

Hungerford,  Edw.,  125. 

 Lady  Gerard,  125. 

Hunt  (a  Royalist  in  1643),  61. 
Hunts,   the   Quorn    and  Meynell, 
284. 

Hurt,  Edmund,  99. 

Hutt,  Lane,  5. 

Huxley,  Ches.,  94. 

Hyde,  the  (in  Brewood),  128,  129. 

Hyde  of  Hindon,  Baron,  270. 

Hyde,  Hen.,  Lord,  128. 

 Jane  (Gower),  127,  I28J 
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I. 

Ibbetson,  Sir  Hen.,  269. 
Ilch ester,  24,  305. 
Imbercourt,  Surrey,  133. 
Inchiquin,  Earl,  see  O'Brien,  Wm. 
Ing,  Wm.  [1669-1731],  213,  216, 
220. 

Inge,  Eliz.  (Phillips),  220. 

 Frances  (Gresley),  220. 

 T.  W.  [d.  1753],  258,  266. 

 Wm.  [d.  1690],  176,  220. 

Ingestre,   125,   136,   156,  168,  169, 

I93,  194.  222. 
Ingram,  Alice  (Ferrers),  7. 

 Anne  (Goldthorpe),  7. 

Ingram,   Sir  Arthur  [c.  1570- 

1642],  2,  7,  24. 
Ingram,  Chas.  (Vise.  Irwin),  284. 

 Hugh,  7. 

 Mary  (Greville),  8. 

 Susan  (Brown),  7. 

Ipstones,  23. 

Ireland,  34,  98,  116,  139,  161,  171, 
172,  176. 

 ■ — ■  Attorney-General  of,  24. 

 Solicitor-General  of,  24. 

 Speaker  of,  24. 

 Treasurer  of,  171. 

 Viceroy  of,  170. 

 Thos.,  5. 

Ireton,  Hen.  [1610-1651],  99. 
Irish  Rebels  [1642],  7. 
Ironworks,  123. 
Irwin,  Vise,  284. 
Isle  of  Man,  25,  62. 


J- 

Jackson,  Anthony,  278. 

 Rev.  Edw.,  D.D.,  258. 

 Rev.  John,  47. 

 Col.  Philip,  69,  75. 

Jacobite  rising  of  1745,  217. 
Jamaica,  280. 

James  I,  k.,  2,  9,  28,  33,  35,  46. 
James  II,  k.,  78,  97,  122,  128,  143, 

146,  153,  154,  159. 
Jenkinson,  Sir  Robt.,  of  Walcott, 

174. 

— — —  Robt.  Banks,  see  Liverpool, 

Earl  of. 
Jenks,  Rich.,  36. 
Jenney,  Eliz.  (Offley),  46. 

 Offley,  46. 

Jennison,  Mr.,  136. 

Jersey,  the  Earls  of,  see  Villiers. 

Jervis,  Eliz.  (Wakelin),  225. 


Jervis,  John,  of  Chatcull  [d.  1690], 
225. 

 John  [1670-1747],  78,  210, 

225. 

 John  [occ.  1753],  266. 

 John,  Vise.  St.  Vincent  [d. 

1823],  78,  237. 

 Martha  (Parker),  237. 

 Mary  (Swinfen),  225. 

 Swynfen,  225. 

 Wm.,  266. 

Jessop,  Margaret  (Edwin),  106. 
Jessop,  Wm.  [c.  1604-  occ.  1668], 

104,  105. 
Jesuits,  the,  3,  35,  135. 
Johnson,  Dr.  Samuel,  78,  187,  224, 

244,  258,  263,  299. 
Jolliffe,  Thos.,  165. 

 Wm.,  307. 

Jollye  of  Leek,  the  family  of,  20,  21 . 
Jollye,  John,  6. 

 Thos.,  7. 

 Wm.,  21,  69. 

Jones,  Geo.,  of  Middle  Temple,  184. 

 Walter,  of  Whitney,  85. 

Joul  (a  dancing  master),  253. 
Junius'  letters,  299. 


K. 

Keele,  4,  61,  62,  150,  151,  160,  211, 
258. 

Keeling,  Edw.  [1598-1663],  48,  96, 

99,  105,  106, 
Keeling,  Eliz.  (Crooke),  47. 

  Francis,  21. 

Keeling,  John  [1576-1649],  28,  29, 

44,  47,  50,  52,  99- 
Keeling,  Sir  John,  Chief  Justice, 

48. 

 Moses,  47. 

 Thos.  [d.  1617],  47,  99. 

 r-  Thos.  [occ.  1641],  22. 

 Thomazina    (Sidway),  47, 

99. 

Kempsford,  Glos,  142,  162. 
Kempston,  Anne  (Goodyer),  176. 

 John,  M.D.,  175. 

Kenilworth,  26. 

Kenrick,  Andrew,  of  Chester,  241. 

Kent,  Lord  Lieut,  of,  170. 

Kerr,  (Carr),  Sir  Robt.,  116,  131. 

Kerse,  Stirling,  282. 

Kerton,  Daniel,  25. 

Kerton,  Edw.  [c.  1580-1654],  19, 

20,  24,  25. 
Kerton,  Sir  James,  M.P.,  25. 
Keynsham,  Somer.,  149. 
Kilmorey,  Vise,  see  Needham. 
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Kinderton,  Ches.,  234. 

 Baron,  211. 

King,  Rev.  Chas.,  125. 

 Bp.  John,  162. 

Kingerby,  Lines,  26. 
"  Kinglets,"  100,  101. 
Kings  Bromley,  86,  136,  246. 
King's  Newsam,  Warw.,  114. 
Kings  Walden,  Herts,  228. 
Kingston,  Staffs,  219. 

 Evelyn,.  Duke  of,  288. 

 (?  Wm.)  Pierrepont,  Duke 

of,  260. 
Kinnersley,  see  Kynnersley. 
Kinver,  310,  311. 
Kirby,  45. 

Kirby  Hall,  Essex,  31. 
Kirkby  Mallory,  Leic,  211. 
Knaresborough,  5. 
Knight,  Bezalliell,  152. 
Knightley,  Essex,  226. 
 Rich.,  60. 

 —  Sir  Rob.,  Alice  w.  of,  309. 

 Thos.,  14. 

Knigton,  Warw.,  26. 

Knypersley,  20,    21,  56,  97,  136, 

138,  139,  263. 
Kynnersley  (Kinnersley),  Clement, 

294,  296. 

 Jane  (Bagot),  184. 

— ■  Penelope  (Wheeler),  294. 

 Rich.,  266. 

 Rosamund  (Dixie),  294. 

 Thos.  [d.  1755],  294. 


L. 


Ladkins,  Wm.,  207. 
Lambard,  Wm.,  113. 
Lambert,  Gen.  John,  109. 
Lancashire,  150. 
Lane,  Anne  (Bagot),  128. 

 —  Atalanta  (Anson),  128,  312. 

 Jane,  129. 

Lane,  Col.  John  [1609-1667],  61, 

118,  128,  312. 
Lane,  Aid.  John,  of  London,  226. 

 ■  Ralph,  260. 

 Thos.  [d.  1660],  128. 

 Thos.  [d.  1715],  136. 

Lanesborough,  134,  171. 
Lansdowne,  Marquis  of,  see  Shel- 

burne. 
Lapworth,  1. 

Lathom,  the  Earls  of,  241. 
Laud,  Archbp.  Wm.,  57. 
Laugharne,  Francis,  63. 
Launder,  George,  125. 
Lawes,  Sir  Nich.,  280. 


Lawley,  Sir  Francis,  135,  157. 

 Sir  Thos.,  1. 

Lawrence,  Sir  Thos.,  198. 

Lawton,  Ches.,  94,  169,  240. 

 Anne  (Montague),  169,  240. 

 Edw.  [d.  1730],  169. 

 Hester  (Longueville) ,  169. 

—  John  [d.  1693],  169. 

Lawton,  John  [1656-1736],  165, 
169,  177-179,  181,  182,  196,  197, 
199,  200-202,  208,  219,  240. 

Lawton,  John  [c.  1700-1740],  169, 
236,  238,  240. 

Lawton,  Mary  (Longueville),  169. 

 Robt.,  169,  241. 

 Wm.  (temp.  Eliz.),  94. 

 Wm.  [d.  1693],  139,  141. 

 Wm.  [d.  1714],  169. 

Layton,  John,  82. 

Lea  Hall,  Derby,  133. 

Leacroft,  207. 

League  and  Covenant,  see  Parlia- 
ment, Acts,  etc. 
Ledbury,  177. 

Lee,  Geo.,  of  Alkington,  Salop,  82. 

 (?Legh),  of  Adlington.Ches., 

61. 

 Sir  Thos., 

Leek,  6,  7,  21,  61 


234- 
73,  74, 


in,  165, 
221. 

Legge,  see  Dartmouth,  Earls  of. 
Legge,  Frances  (Finch),  304. 
Legge,  George,  Vise.  Lewisham, 

Earl    of     Dartmouth  [1755- 

1810],  300-302,  304. 
Leicester,  166,  167,  196,  207. 

 Earl  of,  see  Sydney,  Robt. 

 Lettice,    Countess    of  [d. 

1634],  5,  18,  52. 

 Robt.  Dudley,  Earl  of,  32. 

Leigh,  Wore,  14,  85. 

 —  Anne  (Brigham),  119,  312. 

 Anne  (Lisle),  78. 

Leigh,  Col.  Edw.  [1602-1671],  49, 

69,  7°.  73,  75,  78,  95- 
Leigh,  Eliz.  (Talbot),  81. 

 Sir  Francis,  K.B.,  114. 

 Hen.  [d.  1630],  78. 

 Jane  (Fitzmaurice),  119. 

 John,  of  Malpas,  82. 

 Mary  (Egerton),  119. 

 Sir  Robt.,  45. 

 Samuel,  122. 

 Thos.,  Baron  [d.  1671],  32, 

119. 

Leigh,    Sir    Thos.  [1616-1662], 

117,  119,  312. 
Leigh,  Thos.,  2nd  Baron,  119. 

 Thos.  (Sheriff  of  Ches.),  119. 

 Col.  Urian,  119. 
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Leyden,  140. 

Letheringham,  Suff.,  16,  17. 
Levedale,  17,  30. 

Leveson,  Catherine  (Dudley),  32,  33. 

 Christian  (Mildmay ) ,  32. 

—  Frances  (Fowler),  127. 

 (formerly  Fowler),  Francis 

[d.  1667],  33,  129. 

 Francis  [d.  1668],  33. 

 John,  of  Wolverhampton,  3. 

 Sir  John,  of  Hailing  [d.1613], 

31.  127. 

 Robt.  (sen.),  129,  161. 

 Robt.  (jun.),  161. 

 Adm.  Sir  Rich.  [d.  1605],  32. 

Leveson,  Col.  Sir  Rich.  [1598- 

1661],  28,  29,  31,  32,  33,  59,  70. 

82,  83,  127. 
Leveson,  Rich.  [1659-1699],  157, 

171. 

 ■  Penelope  w.  of,  312. 

Leveson,  Sarah  (Povey),  161. 

 Walter,  161. 

Leveson-Gowers,  see  Gower. 
Levett,  John  [c,  1722-1799],  265, 

266,  276,  277,  278,  280,  284. 
Levett,  Mary  (Packington),  28. 

 :  Theophilus  [d.  1746],  284.. 

 Capt.  Thos.,  255,  258. 

Levetts,  the,  269. 
Lewes,  39. 

Lewis,  Chas.  (Elector  Palatine),  85. 
Lewisham,  Vise,  see  Legge. 
Leyton,  Essex,  18. 
Liberal  Party,  colours  of,  282. 
Lichfield,  Bishops  of,  1,  147,  187. 

 Cathedral,  84,  187. 

 Chancellor  of  the  diocese  of, 

187. 

 Charters  of,  154,  155. 

 Close,  the,  83,  84. 

 Commissioner  for  Taxes  at, 

49. 

 contested  elections  at,  12, 

112,  118,  149,  157,  176,  182, 
186,  205,  215,  225,  231,  254,  258, 
269,  280. 

 control  of,  10,  234,  248,  249, 

262,  266,  267,  2,j6i  295. 

 Corporation  of.  186. 

 Dean  of,  124  (recte  canon, 

180),  258. 
 deprived    of    one  member 

1653,  95- 

 dissenters  in,  221. 

 the  Earl  of,  153,  162. 

 election  of,  1747,  234. 

 expenses    of    elections  at, 

277,  278,  295. 
 faggot  voters  at,  267,  295. 


Lichfield,  franchise  of,  155,  182,  212, 
216. 

 High  Bailiff  of,  258. 

 High  Steward  of,  23,  108. 

 —  heretic  burnt  at,  1 . 

 instructions  from,  267,  268. 

 Jacobitism  of,  236. 

 ! — lands  and  houses  in,  17,  18, 

34.  142.  . 
 political    leaders    in,  141, 

176. 

 Poll   Books   of,    258,  265, 

276. 

 public  houses  in,  215,  236, 

277,  296. 

 publican  voters  at,  278. 

 Recorders  of,  34,  179. 

 St.  Chad's  Church,  86. 

 St.  Mary's  Church,  100. 

 ■  school  at,  100,  237. 

 Sheriffs  of,  100,  216. 

 Stowe  in,  114,  130. 

 surrender  of,  23,  55,  (62). 

 >  Town  Clerk  of,  83. 

 Vicar  of,  256,  258. 

 Volunteers  of,  131. 

 Sir.  Wm.,  310. 

Lidcott,  Sir  John,  47. 
Lightfoot,  Rev.  John,  8,  9. 
Lilleshall,  31,  32,  33,  127,  298. 
Lillingstone  Lovell,  Oxon,  88,  89. 
Lincoln,  269. 
Lindley,  Warw.,  209. 
Linley,  151. 

Linlithgow  Burghs,  282. 
Lisburne,  Lord,  307. 
Lisle,  Anthony,  78. 

 John,  147. 

Lister,  Thos.,  of  Whitfield,  246. 

 Thos.  [occ.  1784],  307. 

 Rich.,  of  Shrewsbury,  258. 

Little  Ashfield,  Suff. 
Little  Cannons,  Herts,  281. 
Little  Gidding,  Hunts,  27. 
Littleton,  see  also  Lyttleton. 

 family,  31. 

 Alice  (Cokayne),  4. 

 Catherine,  61. 

 Devereux  (temp.  James  I), 

30. 

 ■  Devereux  [d.  1747],  121, 122. 

 Edw.  (?  George)  of  Teddes- 

ley  Hay,  121. 

 Sir  Edw.  [d.  1574],  4,  17. 

Littleton,  Sir  Edw.  [1540-1611], 

2,  4,  30. 

Littleton,  Sir  Edw.  [c.  1576-1629], 

28,  30,  43,  58. 
Littleton,  Sir  Edw.  [1599-1657], 

22,  48,  57,  58,  67,  72,  121. 
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Littleton,    Sir   Edw.    [c.  1628- 

1709],6  i,  116,  117,  121,  135,  148, 
157.  !63- 

Littleton,  Edw.  [1653-1705],  121, 

156,  157,  247. 
Littleton,  Sir  Edw.  [d.  1742],  158. 

 Fisher  (temp.  Chas,  I),  30. 

 ■  Fisher  of  Tamworth,  122, 

258: 

 Fisher  [d.  1740],  158. 

 George,  4. 

 Hen.,  122. 

 Hester  (Courteen),  61,  121. 

 Joyce  (Littleton),  121,  122. 

 Margaret  (Devereux),  4,  30. 

 Mary  (Fisher),  30,  58. 

 Mary  (Wrottesley),  121,  157 

 Stephen,  1. 

 Susanna,  130. 

 Susanna    (Biddulph),  130, 

157- 

 Theophilus,  158. 

 Thos.,  4,  30. 

 Sir  Walter,  30. 

 Wm.  (sen.),  4. 

 Wm.  (jun.),  of  Acton  Trus- 

sell,  30. 

 Wm.  [occ.  1709],  122. 

Liverpool,  15. 

 R.     B.     Jenkinson,  Lord 

Hawkesbury,  Earl  of,  249. 

Lloyd,  Eliz.  (Pigot),  35. 

■  John,  of  Carnarvon,  35. 

Lloyd,  Sir  Richard  [1602-1676], 
57,  58,  64. 

Lloyd  Priamus,  64. 

 Bishop  Wm.  [d.  1717],  187. 

Lochart,  children  of  John,  147. 

 Lord,  107. 

Lomax,  George,  126,  159. 

London,  Bishops  of,  82,  162. 

 Battersea,  159. 

 Birchin  Lane,  47. 

 Bishopsgate,  102,  173. 

 Brewers  Street,  189. 

 Charterhouse,  56. 

—  Cheapside,  130,  179,  180. 

 Chelsea,  198. 

 Chelsea  Hospital,  242. 

 Christ's  Hospital,  130,  180. 

 Cornhill,  179. 

 Covent  Garden,  161. 

 Fenchurch  Street,  7. 

 Fleet  Street,  34. 

 Grosvenor  Street,  194. 

 Guy's  Hospital,  180. 

■  Hackney,  46,  47. 

 Holborn,  105,  106. 

 Horsleydown,  Southwark, 

179. 


London,  Houndslow,  161. 

 King's  Mews,  125. 

 Lambeth,  119. 

 Lombard  Street,  179. 

 Lord  Mayor  of,  46,  140,  232. 

 Mercers'  Chapel,  180. 

 National  Gallery,  125. 

 Pall  Mall,  171. 

 Plague,  the  Great,  79,  102. 

 Port  of  (comptroller  of  cus- 
toms), 7. 

 Queen's  Square,  195. 

 Recorder  of,  9,  241. 

 Red  Lion  Street,  195. 

 St.  James'  Park,  222. 

 St.  James'  Place,  189. 

 ■  St.  James'  Square,  272. 

 St.  Thomas'  Hospital,  180. 

 Salisbury  Court,  47. 

 Sheriffs  of,  16,  180. 

 Stationers'  Company,  179. 

 Stepney,  46. 

 Strand,  79. 

 Temple  Church,  47,  56. 

 Tower  of,  88,  131,  134,  135. 

 Tyburn,  99,  140. 

 Wallingford  House,  51,  109. 

 Warwick   House,  Holborn, 

105. 

 Westminster,  171,  175,  272, 

305- 

 Westminster  Abbey,  87,  99, 

120,  121,  142,  162,  233. 

 Westminster  Hall,  99,  140. 

 —  Whitehall,  3,  8,  9,  14,  26,  34, 

45,  59,  102,  147. 
Londonderry,  Earl  of  (in  1632),  35. 
 Eliz.  (Weston)  Countess  of, 

35- 

Long,  Eliz.,  of  Bristol,  123. 

 Sarah,  152. 

Longdon,  161,  247,  258. 

Longleat,  Wilts,  143,  162. 

Longridge,  17. 

Long  Stanton,  Camb.,  45. 

Longton,  237. 

Longuevihe,  Sir  Edw.,  169. 

Lostwithiel,  299. 

Low  Countries,  see  Netherlands. 

Lowe,  Humphrey,  83. 

 Michael  [d.  1593],  83. 

 Michael  (?  of  Pipe  Ridware) 

49. 

Loxdale,  Mr.,  252. 
Loxley,  Staffs,  294. 
Loyton,  Staffs,  168. 
Lucy,  Geo.  [d.  1786],  258. 
Ludgershall,  Wilts,  24,  40,  56. 
Ludlow,  40,  119,  224. 
Luffenham,  Rutls.,  15. 
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Lullington,  Kent,  10. 

 ■ —  Warws.,  26. 

Lutley,  Phil,  de,  Katherine  wid.  of 

(1352),  309. 

Luton,  ,  of  Cheshire,  6. 

Luttrell,  Col.  Hen.  [d.  1717],  280. 
 Col.  Hen.  Lawes  [fl.  1769], 

280. 

 Maria  (Lawes),  280. 

 Simon,  Earl  of  Carhampton, 

280. 

Lymington,  284. 

Lytellton,  Catherine  (Crompton), 
131- 

 Sir  Chas.,  of  Wore.,  131. 

Lyttelton,  Sir  Hen.  [1624-1693], 

118,  131,  135,  137,  141. 
Lyttelton,  see  also  Littleton. 

 Sir  Thos.  [d.  1650],  131. 

 Wm.  Hen.,  Baron  Wescote, 

307- 


M. 

Macaulay,  Thos.,  Lord,  164. 
Macclesfield,  119. 

 Earl  of,  see  Parker,  Thos. 

McDonald,  Sir  Alex.  [d.  1746],  306. 
McDonald,  Sir  Archibald  [1747- 

1826],  300,  303,  306. 
McDonald,   Sir   James   [d.  1832], 

306. 

 Louisa  (Gower),  306. 

Madeley,  45,  46,  47,  136,  194.  195, 

282. 
Maer,  168. 
Maestricht,  63. 

Mainwaring,  Anne    (Lomax),  126, 
159- 

 Bridget,  1 59. 

 Bridget  (Trollope),  159. 

Mainwaring,  Edw.  [1577-1647], 

44,  47,  126. 
Mainwaring,  Edw.  [1602-1675], 

22,  46,  47,  107,  112,  117,  126, 

i59. 

Mainwaring,  Edw.  [1636-1703], 

126,  144,  156,  159. 
Mainwaring  [b.  c.  1680],  159. 

 Eliz.  (Heneage),  159. 

 Humphrey,  9. 

 Jane  (Craddock),  6. 

■  Sir  John,  M.P.,  186. 

 Mary,  1 59. 

 Sarah  (Stone),  126. 

 Sir  Thos.,  141. 

Mallet,  John,  216. 
Mallets,  Jonathan,  258. 


Malmesbury,  304. 

 Earl  of,  see  Harris,  James. 

Malpas,  Ches.,  82. 
Malton,  127. 

Manchester,  Earl  of,  see  Montague. 
Marbury,  Ches.,  99. 

 Thos.,  99. 

Marchington,  99. 
Margatts,  Rachael,  152. 
Market  Drayton,  9,  13. 
Marlborough,  14,  24. 

 Caroline  (Russell),  Duchess 

of,  288. 

 George,  Duke  of  [d.  1817], 

288. 

 John,  Duke  of,  196,  199. 

Marlow,  38,  51. 

Marple,  Ches.,  98. 

Marrington,  Salop,  64. 

Marriott,  Mr.,  144. 

Marrow,  Samuel,  13. 

Marshall,  Wm.,  160. 

Marten,  Harry,  M.P.,  89. 

Martin,  Thos.,  14. 

Marvel  Andrew,  116,  120,  122,  126, 

128,  131. 
Mason,  Capt.,  81. 
Massachusetts,  Governor  of,  23. 
Massarene,  John  Skeffington,  Vise, 

49. 

Masters,  Christopher,  182. 
Maswin,  Mr.,  102. 
Maxtock,  Somes.,  132. 

 Warws.,  55. 

Mayfield  (Matherfeld),  158. 
Meaford,  225. 
Medcalf,  — ,  of  Yorks,  189. 
Medhope,  Major,  73. 
Melbourn,  Penistone  Lamb.  Lord, 
306,  307. 

Mence,  Vicar  of  Lichfield,  256,  258. 

Meredith,  Wm.,  63. 

Mere  vale,  Warw.,  4. 

Merrick,  see  Meyrick. 

Merton,  Norf.,  292. 

Meverell,  Cromwell,  231. 

Meynell  Hunt,  284. 

 Anne  (Gell),  284. 

 Eliz.  (Ingram),  284. 

Meynell,  Hugh  [1735-1808],  276, 

280,  284,  287,  293,  294,  297. 
Meynell,  Judith  (Alleyne),  284. 

 Littleton  Pointz,  284. 

 Mary    Boothby  (Skrym- 

shire),  284. 
Meyrick,  Alice  (Fitton),  63. 

 Anne  (Laugharne),  63. 

 Eleanor  (Layton),  82. 

 Sir  Francis,  63. 

 Jane  (Meredith),  63. 


336 


INDEX. 


Meyrick    (Merrick),    Sir  John 

[c.  1600-1659],  57,  58,  63,  70, 

82. 

Meyrick,  Bp.  Rowland,  63. 
Middlesex,  29,  33. 
Middleton,  Warw.,  228,  235. 

 the  Lords,  (see  also  Wil- 

loughby),  10,  235. 

 Win.,  J.P.,  153. 

Milborne,  Dorset,  76. 

 Port,  25,  190,  296. 

Milburn,  John,  161. 
Milcote,  Warw.,  8. 
Mildmay,  Sir  Walter,  32. 
Mills,  T.,  of  Barlaston,  276. 
Milton,  John,  105. 
Milward,  Eliz.,  123. 

 ■  Frances,  123. 

 Hen.,  123. 

 John,  of  Snitterton,  123. 

 John  (s.  of  Robt.,  M.P.),  123. 

 Mary,  123. 

 Mrs.  (Zouch),  122. 

 Nibbe  or  Isabella,  123. 

 Robt.,  of  Broadlow  Ash,  74. 

Milward,  Robt.  [c.  1610-1674], 
117,  122. 

Milward,  Robt.,  (s.  of  Robt.,  M.P.), 
123. 

  Sir  Thos.,  of  Eaton  Dove- 
dale,  122. 

 Thos.,  of  Eaton  Dovedale, 

123. 

 Thos.  (s.  of  Robt.,  M.P.), 

123. 

 Thomassine,  123. 

 Wm.,  123. 

Minden,  272. 

Mines,  Coal  and  Iron,  11,  21,  113. 
Minorca,  268. 

Minors,  Dorothy  (Jesson),  100. 

—  ■  Gertrude  (Hurt),  99. 

 Robt.,  99. 

 Sarah  (Burnes),  99. 

Minors,  Thos.  [1609-1677],  96, 

99,  101,  103,  105,  107,  in,  112, 

114. 
Mitton,  125. 

 Edw.  [d.  1638],  34,  49.  145- 

 General,  64. 

Monckton,  Hon.  Edw.  [1754- 
1832],  300,  301,  303,  304. 

Monckton,  Eliz.  (da  Costa  Villa- 
Real),  304. 

 Robt.,  Vise.  Galway,  304. 

 Sophia  (Pigot),  305. 

 Wm.,  Vise.  Galway,  304. 

Monk,  Gen.  Geo.,  Duke  of  Albe- 
marle, 83,  1 10. 

Monkton,  Pemb.,  63. 


Monmouth,   James,  Duke  of,  97, 

108,  128,  136,  139,  141,  143,  146. 

 Robt.  Carey,  Earl  of.  53. 

Montague,    Hen.,     1st    Earl  of 

Manchester,  169,  240. 
Montgomery,  224. 
Moor  Hall,  Sutton  Coldfield,  147. 
Moore  (More),  Humphrey,  124. 

 Robt.,  139,  152. 

 Samuel,  151. 

Mordaunt,  John,  Lord,  97. 
Morden,  Surrey,  129,  130. 
Moreton  (Morton),  Ches.,  21,  93, 

140,  198,  241. 
Moreton  (Morton),  Sir  Geo.,  76. 
 Jane    (Cooper)  (Lawton), 

241. 

 Matt.,  49. 

 ■  Wm.,  21. 

 Sir.  Wm.  [d.  1763],  241. 

Morley,  Sir  John,  26. 

 Margaret,  27. 

 Mary,  27. 

 Sir  Wm.,  27. 

Morrison,  Thos.,  161. 
Mosley,  Rev.  Francis,  289. 
Moulsey,  Surrey,  47. 
Mountford,  Simon,  133. 
Moxhull,  Warw.,  147. 
Mucklestone,  9,  46,  47,  94. 
Mulso,  Anne  (Turton),  151. 

 Thos.,  151. 

Munster,  Province  of,  81. 
Murray,  Hen.,  120,  138. 


N. 

Nantwich,  9,  32,  241. 
Napier,  Eliz.  (Biddulph),  130. 

 Theophilus,  130. 

Naseby,  13,  48,  77,  79,  85,  94. 
Naunton,  Robt.,  16. 
Neale,  Francis,  44. 
Needham,  Anne  (D'Oyley),  16. 

 Eleanor  or  Helen  (Dutton), 

16,  120. 

— ■          Frances  (Anderson),  16. 

 Col.  John  [occ.  1646],  73. 

 John  [1710-1791],  199. 

 Robt.,   Vise.   Kilmorey  [d. 

1631],  8,  16. 
Needham,    Hon.    Robt.,  Vise. 

Kilmorey  [c.  1595-1653],  12, 16, 

120. 

Needham,  Robt.  (?  Thos.),  Vise.  Kil- 
morey [d.  1.768],  199. 
Neile,  Bp.  Rich.,  1. 
Netherlands,  31,  63,  87. 
Nethersole,  Sir  Francis,  35,  36. 
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Nettlesteed,  Kent  or  Suffolk,  33. 
Neville,  Rich.,  266. 
Nevin,  Andrew,  14. 
Newberie,  Herts.,  26. 
Newburne,  87. 
Newbury,  63. 

Newcastle,  address  from,  156,  196. 

 Alderman  of,  47,  99,  207. 

1 —  Charities,  9. 

 contested  Elections  at,  28, 

(112),   117,   148,   156,  181,  192, 

197,    200,    210,   214,   224,  238, 

(287),  294. 

 control  of,  128,  159,  249. 

 deprived    of   one  member 

[1653],  95. 
  Election  [1681],  details  of, 

152. 

 Franchise  at,  8,  12,  29,  36, 

38,  212. 

 incidents  at,  61,  73. 

 instruction  from,  245. 

.  Mayors  of,  8,  58,  137,  144, 

148,  153,  159,  169,  185,  208,  215, 

221. 

 Petition  from,  153. 

—  Poll  Book  of,  12. 

 Protestant  Association  of, 

177  153). 

 Recorders  of,  108,  207. 

—  Riots  in,  221,  255. 

;  Steward  of  the  Manor  of, 

169,  185. 

  Thos.  H.  Pelham,  Duke  of 

[d.  1768],  248,  267,  273-275. 

New  Chapel,  62. 

Newdigate,  Anne  (Fitton),  114. 

 Sir  John,  48,  114. 

■  Juliana  (Leigh),  114,  312. 

 Mary  (Bagot),  115. 

Newdigate,  Sir  Rich.  [1602- 
1678],  49,  112,  114. 

Newdigate,  Sir  Rich.,  jun.,  M.P., 

115.  145- 
New  Forest,  Hants,  193. 
Newnham,  Devon,  87. 
Newport,  Cornwall,  292. 

 Essex,  232. 

  I.  of  W.,  161. 

Newport,  Mary  (Wilbraham),  145. 

New  Romney,  7. 

Newton,  Lanes,  241. 

Newton  Regis,  Warw.,  207,  220, 

263. 

Newton,  Samuel,  246. 

Newtown  (or  Frankville),  I.  of  W., 

146,  149. 
New  Windsor,  7,  18,  39. 
Nicholl,  Sir  Chas.  Gunter,  304. 
Nightingale,  Eliz.  (Shirley),  233. 


Nightingale,  Joseph  Gascoigne 

[1695-1752],  230,  231,  233. 
Nightingale,  Robt.,  sen.,  233. 

 Sir  Robt.  [d.  1722],  233. 

 Sir  Thos.,  233. 

Noble,  Edw.,  83. 

 Isabel  (Lowe),  83. 

 Capt.  John  Id.  1673],  83,  84. 

 Mary  (Cotton),  83. 

Noble,  Michael  [1591-1649],  35, 

49,  70,  83. 
Noble,  Michael  [d.  1708],  123. 

 Walter  [d.  1753],  258. 

Noel,  Hon.  Edw.  (s.  of  Lord  Camb- 

den),  102. 

  Edw.,  of  Stafford,  101. 

  Eliz.,  102. 

 Grace  (Noel),  101. 

 Grace,  102. 

 James,  of  Peshale,  101. 

 James  (s.  of  Sir  Martin),  102. 

 John,  266. 

 Martha,  102. 

Noel,  Sir  Martin  [c.  1600-1665], 

101,  104,  105. 
Noel,  Sir  Martin  (s.  of  Sir  Martin), 

102. 

 Matthew,  102. 

 Nathan,  102. 

 •  Robt.,  97. 

 r  Theodorus,  102. 

 Thos.,  of  Surinam,  102, 

 Walter,  of  Hilcote,  10 1. 

 Sir  Wm.,  211. 

Non-jurors,  178. 
Norbury,  Staffs,  76,  309. 
Norfolk,  158. 

North,  Fred,  Lord  [1732-1792], 
248,  264,  271,  273,  274,  284-286, 
289,  291-293,  299,  300,  304,  306, 
307- 

North  Aston  136. 
Northampton,  9,  40,  41,  229. 

 Earl  of,  see  Crompton. 

Northamptonshire,  156. 
Northumberland,  156. 

 Earl  of,  see  Percy. 

Norton,  Ches.,  241. 
Norton  in  Hales,  8,  9. 
Norwich,  33,  34. 
Nott,  Fettiplace,  258. 
Nottingham,  52,  139. 

 Earl  of,  see  Finch. 

Nottinghamshire,  16,  228. 


O. 

Oakington,  Camb.,  45. 
Oakley,  Salop,  94. 
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Oates,  Titus,  126,  136. 
O'Brian,  Anne  (Hamilton),  235. 

 Mary  (Villiers),  235. 

O'Brian,  Wm.,  Earl  Inchiquin 

[c.  1695-1777],  230,  232,  235,  239, 

243. 

O'Brian,  Wm.,  Earl  Inchiquin  [d. 

1719],  235. 
Offerton,  Ches.,  98. 
Offley,  Anne  (Crewe),  194,  198. 

 Anne  (Fuller),  46. 

 Crewe,    see    below     ?  Wm. 

Crewe. 

 ■  Dorothy  (Lidcott),  47. 

 Hen.  [d.  1613],  45,  47- 

Offley,  Sir  John  [1586-1645],  44, 

45,  46,  50. 

Offley,  John  of  Madeley  [d.  15S4], 

46,  47,  136,  194,  198. 

 John  (s.  of  Crewe),  199, 

239,  284. 

 John  Crewe,  see  Crewe,  John. 

 Lawrence,  199. 

 Margaret  (Lawrence),  198. 

 Mary  (White),  45. 

Offley  (?  Wm.),  Crewe  [c.  1682- 

1739],  195-197,  198,  199.  200- 

202,    208,   209,   210,  213-215, 

218,  219. 
Okehampton,  291. 
Okeover,  158. 

—  Catherine,  158. 

 -Eliz.  (Pelters),  158. 

 Leeke,  158. 

 Mary  (Goodyere),  158. 

 Sir  Philip,  1 59. 

 Sir  Roger,  1 59. 

 Sir  Rowland  [1624-1692], 

128,  158. 

Okeover,  Rowland  [1651-1730], 
156,158. 

Okeover,    Rowland  [1697-1761], 
158 

 Thos.  [ft  1399-1460],  159. 

 Thos.  \b.  1657],  the  daus.  of, 

158. 

■  Thos.  [1679-1710],  158. 

 Wm.,  158. 

Oldfallings,  162. 

Old  Rode,  Ches.,  93. 

Old  Sarum,  7. 

Orgreave,  Staffs,  151. 

Orkney,  Earl  of,  235. 

Orme,  Anne  B(rudenell),  160. 

 ■ —  Eleanor  (Marshall),  160. 

Orme,  Capt.  Thos.  [1637-1716], 

157,  160. 
Orme,  Wm.,  160. 
Ormond,  Marquess  of,  139. 
Orpington,  Kent,  26. 


Orton,  Staffs,  201. 

Ossory,  Earl  of  Upper,  307. 

Owen,  Israel,  27. 

Oxenford,  Countess  of,  5. 

Oxford,  16,  51,  60,  61,  79,  196,  272. 

Oxford,  Earl  of,  see  Harley,  Robt. 

 Earls  of,  5,  17,  31,  121,  139, 

and  see  Vere. 
Oxford  University,   18,    142,  241, 

227. 

Oxfordshire,  89,  260. 


P. 

Packe,  Christopher,  140. 
Packington,  Warw.,  30,  55,  284. 
Packington,  Sir  John,  132. 
Paget,  Frances  (Pierrepont),  178. 

—  Eliz.  (Bagot),  179,  183. 

 —  Eliz.  (Egerton),  217. 

Paget,    Hen.,    Baron  Burton, 

Earl  of  Uxbridge  [c.  1665-1743], 

177,  178,  181,  183,  185,  187-189, 

191-193,  196,  198,  199,  200,  201, 

204,  206,  216,  217. 
Paget,    Hen.,    Earl    of  Uxbridge 

\d.  1769],  253,  254. 
 Hen.  Bayly,  Baron  [1 744- 

1812],  302. 

 Mary  (Catesby),  179,  216. 

Paget,     Thos.    Catesby,  Lord 

[1689-1742],  213,  214,  216,  222, 

226. 

Paget,  Sir  Wm.  [1505-1563],  13. 
 Wm.,  Lord  [d.  1713],  150, 

164,  178. 
Paine,  Tom  [d.  1809],  306. 
Palmer,  Mary  (Craddock),  6. 
Palmere,  John,  86. 
Palmerston,  Lord  [occ.  1784],  307. 
Pargiter,  Philip,  258. 
Paris,  85,  88,  298. 
Parkers,  the  Earls  of  Macclesfield, 

262. 

Parker,  Anne  (Whitehall),  237. 

 Capt.  [occ.  1753],  255. 

 Chas.,  122. 

 Geo.  [d.  1715],  151,  237. 

 Geo.,   Earl  of  Macclesfield 

[d.  1764],  260. 

 Geo.  [1735-1815],  237. 

 John,  266. 

 Margaret  (Turton),  151,  152, 

237- 

 Martha  (Strong),  237. 

 Mary  (Girdler),  196. 

 Mary  (Heath cote),  260. 

 — —  Mary  (Lane),  260, 
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Parker,  Nich.,  of  Tamworth,  133. 
196. 

 -Thos.  [d.  1772],  195,  237, 

238. 

Parker,  Thos.,  Vise.  (Earl  of 
Macclesfield)  [1723-1795],  252, 
257,  260. 

Parker,  Wm.  [d.  1726],  237. 

 —  Admiral  Sir  Wm.  [d.  1S66], 

237- 

Parker  -  J  ervis,  the  family  of, 
225. 

Parkes,  Thos.,  206. 
Park  Hall,  Longton,  237. 

 Warw.,  14. 

Parkhurst,  Dormer,  258. 
Parliament  : — 

Acts,    Bills,    Petitions,  Remon- 
strances and  Resolutions  : — 
Alehouses,  abolition  of,  283. 
Catholic    Emancipation,  249, 
298. 

Church  of  England,  39  Articles, 
286. 

Church  of  England,  residence 

of  Clergy,  283. 
Colonies,  neglect  of,  268. 
Corn  Law  Repeal  Act,  250. 
Crown,  increase  of  influence  of, 

294- 

Customs  and  Excise,  disfran- 
chising the  officers  of,  182. 

Debt,  imprisonment  for,  283. 

Dissenters,  toleration  of,  97, 
156. 

Excise  Bill    (Walpole's),  227, 

228..  230,  236. 
Exclusion  Bill,  78,   128,  144, 

148. 

Flogging,  the  punishment  of, 
290. 

French  Commerce  Bill,  203. 

Game  Laws,  290. 

Habeas  Corpus  Act,  suspension 

of,  308. 
Hearth  Tax,  1 16. 
India  Bill  (Fox's),  281  (cf.  290), 

300,  301. 
Jews,  naturalisation  of  [1753], 

254- 

Land  Tax  Bill  [1704],  175. 
Money    Bills    in    the  Lords, 
290. 

Navy  Bill  [1749],  262. 

Occasional  Conformity  Bill 
("the  Tack")  [1704],  142, 
146,  175,  176,  178,  182,  184, 
191. 

Peerage  Bill  [1719],  214,  219, 
220. 


Parliament  (contd.)  :— ^- 

Petition  and  Advice  [1657], 
106. 

Petition  of  Right  [1629],  53. 
Playhouse,  Bill  for  Licensing, 
271. 

Protestant     Succession  Bill 

[1704],  191. 
Protestants,   Bill  for  foreign, 

200. 

Protestation  to  Speaker  [1656], 
103. 

Reform  Bill  [1785],  298. 
Reform  Bill  [1832],  249,  250, 

262,  298. 
Regency  Bill  (Pitt's),  297. 
Remonstrance  [1629],  53. 
 [1641],   7,    19,  25,  32, 

54,    59,    61,    62,    84,  85, 

88. 

Sacheverell  clause  (Corporation 

Bill),  165,  172. 
Seditious  Meetings  Bill,  308. 
Septennial  Act,  213,  219,  220, 

227. 

Septennial  Act,  repeal  of,  230, 
231. 

Stamp  Act,  repeal  of,  275. 

Sunday,  Bill  for  better  observ- 
ance of,  308. 

Treason,  Statute  of,  114. 

Triennial  Parliaments,  245, 
268. 

Truck  Act,  271. 
Commissioners   and  Committee 
of  :— 

Advance  of  monev  [1644], 
84,  89. 

Assessment,   48,   59,    66,  73, 

75,  76,  8o,  81,  83,  84,  85,  89. 

94,  100,  102,  106,  108,  113, 

114,  123,  126,  132. 
Bible,  printing  of,  65. 
Compounding  (Goldsmith's 

Hall),  89. 
Council  of  State  [1649-1659], 

51,  89,  96,  99,  100,  105,  110, 

130. 

Delinquents,  sale  of  estates  of, 
80. 

Derbyshire,  defence  of,  56. 
Grievances  [1648],  73,  77. 
Indemnity    ordinance  [1647], 

73,  77- 

Irish  affairs  [1642],  63,  85. 
Leicestershire,  defence  of,  56. 
London      Militia  Ordinance 

[1647],  73,  80. 
Plundered   Ministers,  65,  80, 

89. 
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Parliament  (contd.)  : — 

Commissioners    and  Committee 
of  {contd.) : — 
Preaching  Ministry,  the  settling 
of,  84. 

Public  Faith  [1657],  94,  100. 
Sale   of    Bishops'    lands,  80, 
84. 

Scandalous  Ministers  T1642- 
1647],  25,  32,  48,  53,  54,  56, 
59,  63,  65,  66,  74,  80,  84,  85, 
88,  127. 

Scandalous  Ministers  [1654], 
94,  95,  97,  100,  109,  132. 

Scandalous  offences,  65,  77, 
80. 

Scotch  affairs  [1656],  106. 
Scottish  Union  [1604],  3,  10. 
Self-Denying  ordinance  [1645], 
84. 

Sequestration  [164.3],  48,  56,  59, 
65,  74,  75,  76>  8°,  83,  84,  85, 
89. 

Staffordshire,  defence  of,  65, 
69,  74,  75,  77,  80,  83,  89,  90, 
127. 

Staffordshire  recusants,  dis- 
arming of,  59. 

Superstition  and  Idolatry 
[1641],  20. 

Various  Committees  in  1660, 
in. 

Virginia  planters,  19,  27. 
Wallingford  House,  comm.  of 

safety,  51,  109. 
Warwickshire,  defence  of,  48, 

65,  80,  89. 
Worcestershire,  defence  of,  14. 
Parties  in  ; — 

Abhorrers    (i.e.    Tories),  144, 

148,  154.  ' 
Anti-Birminghams  (i.e.  Tories), 

144,  148. 
Bedford  Whigs,  249,  250. 
Birminghams  (i.e.  Whigs),  147, 

148. 

Chatham  Whigs,  262. 
County,  11. 
Court,  1 1 . 

Exclusionists  (i.e.  Whigs),  144, 
148. 

Grenville  Whigs,  264. 
Hanoverian  Tories,  194,  213. 
"  Kinglets  "  [1657],  100,  101. 
King's    Friends  [1765],  273, 

275,  276. 
King's  Party  [1690],  166. 
Liberals,  282. 

Patriots,  the,  194,  222,  236,  243, 
271. 


Parliament  (contd.)  : — 
Parties  in  (contd.)  : — 

Petitioners  (i.e.  Whigs),  147, 
148. 

Rockingham  Whigs,  250. 
Tantivies  [i.e.  Tories),  14S. 
Tories,  116,  148. 
Whigs,  116,  148. 
Various       matters  connected 
with  : — 
Cromwell's  House  of  Lords,  51, 
96. 

Officers  in  the  Civil  War  : — 
Roundheads,     13,     18,  45, 
48,   63,    72,  73,   74,  75, 
79,   81,  85,  93,   97,  101, 
106-108,  111,  114,  129. 
Royalists,    16,    23,    25,  32, 
45,  60,  62,  81,  85,  87,  88, 
119,  129,  131. 
Pensions,  suppression  of,  245. 
Pride's  Purge,  63,  69,  70,  71,  73, 

75,  77,  80,  83,  84,  103. 
Secluded  M.P.'s,  74,  76,  77,  86, 

88,  100,  110,  130. 
Ship  money,  26,  52,  55,  57,  58. 
Solemn  League  and  Covenant, 
49,  59,  63,  73,  77,  8o,  83,  84, 
85,  89. 

Speakers,  10,  16,  26,  51,  168, 
174,  181,  185,  196,  203, 
226. 

Treason  Trustees,  60. 

Youthfulness  of  members  of, 
16,  51,  72,  116,  228. 
See    also    under    the  following 
headings  : — 

American  War,  Booth,  Delin- 
quents. , 

Hanoverian  Troops,  Monk, 
Monmouth,  Plots. 

Protestant  Association,  Sache- 
verell. 

Samuel  Sandys,  Spanish  con- 
vention. 

Spanish     Match,  Strafford, 
Wilkes. 
Parliaments  : — 
"  Addled,"  11. 
"  Barebones,"  73,  93,  96. 
Cavalier  [1661-1679],  116. 
Convention   [1660],  74,  77,  97, 

no,  111,  115. 
Convention  [1689],  165. 
Exclusion  [1679-1681],  78,  122, 

128,  143. 
First  of  Great  Britain,  196. 
Independent,  see  Barebones. 
Long,  20,  26,  32,  45,  51,   54,  66, 

79,  84,  89,  98,  99,  1 10, 
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Parliaments  (conid.)  : — 

Oxford  [1644],  25,  32,  45,  54,  59, 
60,  61,  62,  67,  79,  85. 

Oxford  [1681],  78. 

Pensioner,  see  Cavalier. 

Protestant,  see  Exclusion. 

Puritan  [1628-1629],  53. 

Rump,  the,  51,  55,  74,  75,  76,  77, 
81,  8q,  1*09,  no,  120,  132. 

Short  [1640],  57. 
Payne,  Rev.  Thos.,  229. 
Peel,  Sir  Robt.  [d.  1850],  250. 
Peele,  Ches.,  142. 

Peers,  list  of  proposed  [1 784],  306, 
307. 

Pelham,  C.  Anderson,  307. 

  Sir  Hen.  [d.  1754],  218,  233, 

243,  264,  267,  272,  273. 

 ■ — ■  Thos.    H.,    see  Newcastle, 

Duke  of. 

Pelsall,  22,  47. 

Pelters,  Sir  Thos.,  158. 

Pembroke,  52. 

Penkridge,  4,  30. 

Pepys,  Samuel,  78,  102,  106. 

Percy,  Hen.,  Earl  of  Northumber- 
land, 170. 

—  Thos.,  1. 

Perry  Bar,  162. 

Perry  Hall,  3,  162,  163,  253. 

Perton,  Staffs,  201. 

Peshale,  Staffs,  10 1. 

 Adam  de,  309. 

 Arabella,  189. 

 Charlotte  (?Colepepper),i89. 

 ■ — ■  Frances,  189. 

 — ■  Sir  John  (1st  Bart.),  3,  5. 

Peshale  fPershall),  John  [c.  1670- 
1706],  177,  188,  189. 

 Sir  Rich,  de,  Agnes  (Cavers- 
well),  mother  of,  309. 

Peshale,  Sir  Thos.  [d.  1712],  189. 

Peterborough.  15,  56. 

 — ■  Bp.  of,  82,  147. 

Philips,  Frances  (w.  of  Capt.  Thos.), 
126. 

 Robt.,  207,  220,  263. 

Pierrepont,  Francis,  139,  178. 

 Jar  vis,  165. 

Piersall,  Sir  Thos.,  174. 

Pigot,  George,  Baron,  294,  305. 

 Gervase,  123,  133,  170. 

 John,  35. 

 Mary  (Venables),  211. 

 Gen.  Sir  Robt.,  294. 

 ■ —  Thos.,  165,  211. 

Pillatonhall,  4,  30,  58,  121,  135,  157, 

247. 
Pipe  Hall,  258. 
Pipe  Ridware,  237. 


Pirehill,  North,  177. 
Pithorse,  24. 

Pitt,  Wm.  (Earl  of  Chatham),  248, 

252,  267,  268,  273,  275,  276,  284. 
 Wm.  [d.  1806],  248,  273,  274, 

285,  289,  292,  298,  300,  304-306. 
Plots  (Various),  1,  35,  88,  116,  135, 

137,  140,  247. 
Pluckley,  Kent,  48,  52. 
Plumer,  John,  228. 

  Mary  (Hale),  228. 

Plumer,    Rich.    [c.  1685-1750], 

225,  228,  230,  231,  234. 
Plumer,  Walter,  of  Chediston  Hall, 

228. 

 Wm.,  307. 

Plymouth,  40,  218,  304. 
Poland,  264. 
Polesworth,  176. 
Pollett,  John,  123. 
Poole,  40. 

■  Sir  Hen.,  M.P.,  19. 

Poor  Law  Unions,  the  creator  of, 
283. 

Porter,  Capt.,  256,  270. 

Portland,  Wm.  Bentinck,  Earl  of 

id.  17091  i75,  185- 
 Wm.    Bentinck,    Duke  of 

[d.  1762],  281. 
Portsmouth,  161. 
Posts,  contractor  of  the,  103. 
Potter,  John,  56. 
Potteries,  Men  of,  in. 
Poulet,  Sir  Amias,  4. 
Povey,  John,  161. 
Preston,  40. 
Pretender,  the  old,  221. 

 the  young,  236,  254. 

Price,  Morgan,  195. 

Pride's  Purge,  see  Parliament. 

Primrose,  Thos.,  9. 

Privy  Chamber,  gentlemen  of,  219. 

Protestant  Association  [1695-1696], 

162,  167,  168,  170,  172,  175,  177, 

180,  189. 
Protestant  Mercury,  152-154. 
Protestations,  see  Parliament. 
Puckering,  Anne  (Chowne),  26. 

 Eliz.  (Morley),  26,  27. 

 alias  Newton,  Sir  Hen.,  121, 

139- 

 Sir  John,  M.P.,  26,  66. 

Puckering,  Sir  Thos.  [c.  1590- 

1637],  19,  20,  26,  37,  44,  48,  50, 

52,  54>  56,  57- 
Pudsey,  Mr.,  69. 

Pultenev  (Poultney),    John,  M.P., 
186. 

 Wm.,    Earl    of    Bath  [d. 

1764],  222,  224,  229,  230. 
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Purefoy,  Ralph,  65. 

 Coi.  Wm.,  M.P.,  65. 

Pve,  Sir  Robt.,  57. 

Pvott,  Rich.  [fl.  1643-1658],  48,  49, 

"86. 

 Col.  Rich.,  165,  194. 


Queenborough,  45. 
Quorn  hunt,  284. 
Quorndon,  Leic,  284. 


R. 

Rackheath,  Norf.,  158. 
Radnor,  co.,  64. 
Radwinter,  Essex,  177. 
Raleigh,  Simon,  66. 
Raphoe,  Bp.  of,  274. 
Rawson,  Christopher,  13. 
Redmayne,  Bailiwick  of,  151. 
Reid,  Dr.  Rachel,  9. 
Reigate,  33. 
Repington,  Chas.,  266. 

 Francis,  30. 

Reule,  125. 

Revolution  [1689],  143,  160,  171. 

Reyner  (Rayner),  John,  M.P.,  186. 

Rich,  Sir  Robt.,  126. 

Riche,  Thos.,  18. 

Richmond,  282. 

Ridley,  Alice  (Craddock),  6. 

"  The  Rights  of  Man,"  306. 

Ripon,  Treaty  of,  87. 

Roane,  Robt.,  168. 

Robins,  Catherine  (Abnett),  259. 

Robins,  John  [1714-1754],  252, 

257.  259. 
Robins,  Wm.,  259. 
Robinson,  family  of,  265. 

 Geo.,  102. 

 Luke,  266. 

Rochester,  4,  5,  260. 

 Earl  of  [occ.  1691],  128. 

 Earl  of,  see  Wilmot,  Hen. 

Rockingham,  Chas.  W.^Wentworth, 
Marquis  of,  273-275,  281,  285,  299, 
300,  305. 

Rode,  Ches.,  241. 

 Ralph,  21. 

Rodney,  Sir  Edw.,  149. 

Roe,  Eleanor  (Cave),  19. 

Roe,  Sir  Thos.  [1580-1644],  11, 
12,  18,  85. 

Romford,  61. 

Romney,  Earl  of,  see  Sydney. 
Ronton  (Ranton),  Abbey,  173,  174 


Rookwood,  Ambrose,  1. 
Rothwell,  Sir  Rich.,  228,  235. 
Roundaway,  Down,  Battle  of,  88. 
Rowley  Regis,  160. 
Rowley,  John,  22. 

 Wm.,  22. 

Royal  Oak,  Knights  of,  129. 
Roy  ton,  Salop,  61. 
Rudge,  168,  193. 
Rudyard,  Edw.,  21. 

 Ralph,  49. 

Ruffey  Park,  151. 
Rugeley,  4,  25,  63,  121,  123-124. 
Rugeley  (Ridgley),  Col.,  61,  68,  69, 
73- 

Rupert,  Prince,  32,  65,  85. 
Rushall,  62,  78,  81,  129. 
Russell,  John,  see  Bedford,  Duke  of. 
Rutland,  John  Manners,  Duke  of 

[d.  1711],  176. 
  Tohn    Manners,    Duke  of 

[d.  1721],  264. 


S. 

Sacheverell,  Hen.,  D.D.,  194,  200, 

203,  208. 
Sackville  Frances  (Gower),  242. 

 Eliz.  (Colvear),  242. 

 Eliz.  (Walter),  57. 

Sackville,    Lord    John  Philip 

[1713-1765],  236,  239,  242,  245, 

246,  261. 
Sackville,  Lionel  C,  Duke  of  Dorset, 

242. 

St.  Brides,  Pemb.,  63. 
St.  Ives,  40. 

St.  John,  Sir  Anthony,  21. 
St.  John,  John,  Vise.,  271. 
St.  Helens,  Wore,  85. 
St.  Mawes,  228,  240. 
St.  Michael's,  231.' 
St.  Quentin,  Catherine  (Craddock), 
6. 

St.  Vincent,  Lord,  see  Jervis. 

 the  natives  of,  290. 

Saffron  Walden,  177. 
Salisbury,  Bp.  of,  56. 

 Robt.  Cecil,  Earl  of.  15,  34. 

Salusbury,  Chas.,  137. 

Salt,  John,  Cornchandler,  189. 

Saltash,  292. 

Salvington  Hall,  Ches.,  27. 
Salwey,  Humphrey,  4,  30. 

 ■  Rich.,  60. 

Sambrook,  Salop,  292. 
Sandon,  44. 
Sandown  Castle,  33. 
Sandwell,  96. 
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Sandwich,  3^,  44,  45,  291. 

 John,  Earl  of  [d.  1792],  217, 

252,  273. 
Sandys,  Sir  Edwin,  150. 

 Samuel,  Lord,  242. 

Sarginson,  Abee,  9. 
Saunders,  Matthew,  11. 

 Wra.,  10. 

Savage,  Thos.,  209. 
Savoy,  240. 
Sawyer,  Edw.,  278. 
Saxony,  264. 

Saye  and  Sele,  Vise.,  see  Fiennes. 
Scadbury,  Kent,  55. 
Schools,  46,  65,  100. 
Scotland,  87. 

Scottish  Expedition  [1650],  75. 
Seaford,  41. 
Sedgley  Park,  206. 
Sedley,  Sir  Chas.,  264. 
Seighford,  164,  222,  224,  226,  227. 
Seward   (?Rev.   Thos.)   [d.  1790], 
256. 

Seven  Years  War,  262,  275. 
Seymour,  Win.,  Duke  of  Somerset, 

Shaftesbury,  Earl  of,  see  Cooper. 
Shakerley,  Peter,  139. 
Sharehill,  207. 
Shaw,  the,  207. 
Shaw  in  Kingsley,  241 
Shawbury,  Wm.,  8. 
Shawell,  Leic,  78. 
Sheerness,  161. 

Shelburne,  Wm.  Petty  (Marquis  of 
Lansdowne),  Earl  of,  274,  285, 
299,  300. 

Sheldon,  Ralph,  5. 

Shelsey,  Wore,  8,  60. 

Shelwick,  Salop,  61. 

Shenstone,  220,  226,  258. 

Shepherd,  Wm.,  27. 

Sheppey,  170. 

Sheridan,  Rich.  Brinsley  [1751- 
1816],  289,  290,  300,  301,  303, 
305. 

Sheriff  Hales,  128. 
Sheriff  Hutton,  Yorks,  65. 
Sherod,  Benj.,,  278. 
Shipbrook,  Barony  of,  207. 
Shirley,  Anne  (Ferrars),  133,  134. 
— - — ■ —  Catherine  (Okeover),  158. 

 Mr.  (occ.  1698],  181. 

 Sir  Robt.,  of  Chartley  [d. 

temp.  Cromwell],  158. 
 ■ —  Sir    Robert    (Baron,  then 

Earl  Ferrers)  [d.  1717],  161,  202, 

281. 

 Sir  Robt.,  of  Chartlev  [d. 

1699],  134,  135. 


Shirley,  Robt.,  Earl  Ferrers  [d,  1787], 
302. 

 Washington,    Earl  Ferrers 

id.  17291  233. 
Sh  or  eh  am,  6. 

Shrewsbury,  23,  203,  258. 

 Earl  of  [occ.  1603],  1. 

  Francis    Talbot,    Earl  of 

[d.  1668],  149. 
 Chas.,  Earl,  then  Duke  of 

[d.  1717],  138,  149,  160. 
Shropshire,  8,  127,  128,  157. 

 —  Sheriffs  of,  8. 

Shugborough,  261,  292. 
Shushions  Farm,  30. 
Shute,  Robt.,  45. 
Shuttleworth,  Rich.,  282. 
Sidley,  Sir  Chas.,  253. 
Sidmouth,  Vise,  see  Addington. 
Sidway,  22. 

 John,  46. 

 Robt.,  47,  99. 

Simcox,  John,  69,  75. 
Sion  Almshouse,  48. 
Sittenham,  Yorks,  127,  175,  298. 
Skeffington,  Leic,  52. 

 Anne  (Newdigate),  48. 

 Eliz.,  49. 

 Eliz.  (Deering),  20,  48,  52, 

86, 

Skeffington,  Sir  John  [c.  1580- 

1651],  21,  49,  50,  52,  59. 
Skeffington,  Sir  John  [d.  1695],  set 

Massarene, 
 Mary,  49. 

Skeffington,  Sir  Rich.  [c.  1590- 
1647],  44,  48,  49,  52,  67,  68,  69, 
74- 

Skeffington.   Sir  Rich.   (s.   of  Sir 

Rich.),  49. 

 Ursula,  21,  52. 

 Sir  Wm.,   20,  48,   49,  52, 

86,  129. 

Skrvmsher,  Catherine  (Sandvs),  150. 

 Chas.  Boothby,  284.' 

Skrymsher,  Edwin  [1633-1689], 

129,  148,  150. 
Skrymsher,  Gerard,  59,  150. 

 James,  76. 

 John,  30. 

 Jovce  (Aubrey),  150. 

Slater,  Thos.,  278. 
Sleigh,  Sir  Samuel,  184. 
Smallridge,  Canon  Geo.,  of  Lichfield, 

180. 

Smallwood,  Rev.  Matthew,  D.D., 
124. 

Smith,  Edw.,  30. 

 Geo.,  of  Applcton,  25. 

 Sir  George,  102. 
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Smith,  Rich.,  161. 

 Maj.  Robt.,  tii 

 Thos.,  278. 

Snape,  Thos.,  278. 
Snareston,  Leic,  209. 
Snelsdale,  158. 
Sneyd  family,  61,  159. 

 '■ —  Anne  (Holford),  211. 

 Capt.  [pec.  1651],  73. 

—  •  Edw.,  238,  258,  266. 

 Eliz.  (Audley),  113,  150,  160. 

 ■ — ■  Eliz.  (Bowyer),  220. 

 ■  Felice  (Archbold),  61,  113. 

 Frances  (Dryden),  151. 

 ■  Frances  (Noel),  211. 

  Jane  (Downes),  62. 

 Jeremiah  of  Westminster, 

258. 

 Ralph  [d.  1643],  21,  32,  61, 

ii3- 

Sneyd,  Col,  Ralph  [c.  1612-1650], 

57,  61,  69,  76,  113. 
Sneyd,    Ralph    [c.  1641-1704], 

148,  150,  160,  211. 
Snevd,  Ralph  [1669-c.  1695],  211. 

 —  Ralph  [d.  1729],  220. 

Sneyd,  Ralph  [1692-17331,  210, 

211,  221. 
Sneyd,  Ralph    [1723-1793],  211, 

258,  266. 

 —  Rich.,  M.P.,  61. 

—  Sarah  (Wetenhall),  160. 

 Susan  (Edmunds),  220. 

Sneyd-Kynnersley,  Thos.,  294. 
Sneyd,  Sir  Wm.  [d.  1571],  4. 
Sneyd,    Wm.    [1613-1695],  62, 

in,  113,  136,  150,  160. 
Sneyd,  Wm.  [c.  1643-1 70S],  156, 

160. 

Sneyd,  Wm.  [c.  1690-1745],  215, 

216,  220. 
Sneyds,  the,  of  Ashcombe,  160. 
Snitterton,  Derbs.,  74,  123. 
Snow,  Capt.,  81,  82. 
Somerford,  304. 
Someries,  Bucks,  113. 
Somers,  John,  Lord  [d.  1716],  175. 
Somerset,  Duke  of,  171. 
Southby,  Thos.,  235. 
Southcote,  Thos.,  87. 
South  Fleet,  264. 

 Sea  Co.,  180,  222. 

Spain,  63,  240. 

Spanish  convention  of  1739,  236, 
243. 

 Match  [1618],  9,  35. 

Speke  Hugh,  136. 
Spelmonden,  Kent,  167. 
Spilsbury,  Oxon,  88. 
Spoonhill,  Salop,  135,  157. 


Spratt,  Bishop  Thos.,  139. 

Sprott,  Roger,  9. 

Stafford,  address  from,  243. 

 bayliffs  of,  6,  13. 

 bribery  of  voters  at,  305. 

 ■  capture  of,  61,  129. 

 castle,  69. 

 charities  of,  6,  22,  103,  125. 

 charters  of,  1,  20  154,  155. 

 Chetwynd  interest  in,  168, 

194,  226. 

 contested  Elections  at,  28, 

172,  204,  205,  223,  237,  278,  279, 

287,  294,  303. 
 control  of,   108,   136,  168, 

194,  222,  226,  233,  300. 

 County  Hall  at,  35. 

 deanery  of,  13. 

 deprived   of  one  member, 

1653,  95. 

 Dissenters  in,  221. 

 —  Foley  interest  in,  168,  226. 

 franchise  at,  20,  212,  216, 

278. 

 High  Steward  of,  108,  194. 

 High  Steward's  deputy,  108. 

 Marquis  of,  see  Gower. 

 Mayors   of,  6,  22,  69,  96, 

101,  104,  148,  155,  204,  222,  226, 

259. 

 petition  from,  154. 

 Poll  Book  of,  278. 

 population  of,  20. 

 Protestant   Association  of, 

177. 

 Recorders  of,   20,   22,  23, 

28,  122,  240. 

 residents  in,  131,  259. 

 Shire  Hall,  6. 

 soldiers  of,  79,  81. 

 woolbuyer  at,  23. 

 Wm.     Howard,     Vise.  [d. 

1680],  98,  135. 
 Commissioners,   see  Parlia- 
ment, Commissioners. 
 county  seat,  control  of,  137. 

236,  249,  250,  267,  298,  302. 
 county  contested  Elections, 

67,  68  (181),  250-252,  257,  302. 
  Deputy    Lieutenants  of, 

35.  46>  75,  84,  120,  122,  125,  135, 

I37»  138,  157- 

 Dissenters  in,  213,  221,  255. 

 electorate  of  the  boroughs 

in,  37,  42,  212. 

 farmer  of  the  excise,  120. 

 Jacobitism  in,  213,  221,  236, 

262. 

 Justices  of  [1690],  165. 

 High  Constables  of,  58,  59. 
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Stafford,  lands  in,  18,  180,  207. 

 Lord  Lieutenant  of  (custos 

rotulorum),  53,  59,  93,  136,  149, 
164,  178,  179,  217,  247,  267, 
273.  274. 

 ■  Major-General  of,  93,  106. 

 members  of  Committees,  see 

Parliament. 

 moorland ers  of,  73,  74,  in. 

 ■  pensioners,  see  Marvel,  An- 
drew. 

  petitions  from,  90,  154. 

 Quarter  Sessions,  Chairman, 

of,  211. 

 Receiver-General  of,  197,208. 

 riots  in,  213,  215,  221,  253, 

255,  268. 

 roads  and  canals  in,  283. 

 Sheriffs  of,  3,  4,  20,  30,  34, 

46,  52,  54.,  58,  59,  74,  96,  100,  104, 
113,  125,  126,  138,  140,' 144,  145, 
148,  156,  159,  162,  164,  165,  168, 
174,  289. 

 ■  Toryism  of,  1 10,  164  (cf.  224), 

261. 

 Whig  Party,  the  founder  of, 

261. 

— ■  Yeomanry,  305. 

Stafford,  Sir  John  de,  Maud  d.  of, 

310. 
Stalbroke,  21. 
Stallenge,  Lady,  52. 
Stamford,  Earls  of,  see  Grey. 
Stanford,  Northants,  19,  54. 

 Wore,  30. 

 Alice,  3. 

— - — —  Anne  (Leveson),  3. 
 — ■  Edw.,  3. 

Stanford,    Sir  Robt.   [c.  1540- 

1607],  2,  3. 
Stanford,  Sir  Wm„  M.P.,  3. 
Stanhope,  Anne,  133. 

 ■  Catherine,  5. 

Stanhope,  Hon.    Ferdinand  [c. 

1615-1643],  71,  87. 
Stanhope,  James,  Earl  [d.  1721], 

186,  240. 

— ■  Lettice  (Ferrars),  87,  133. 

  Sir  Philip,  55. 

Statham,  Barbara  (Meverell),  231. 

— —  Bridget  (Wigley),  231. 

 Sir  John  [d.  1759],  231. 

—  Thos.,  231. 

Stationers'  Co.,  179. 

Staunton  Wivell,  Leics.,  160. 

Stebbing,  Wm,,  147. 

Steele,  Sir  Rich.  [d.  1729],  210. 

Stene,  Northants,  9. 

Stephenson,  Wm.,  of  Mapleton,  158. 

Steventon,  Wm.,  94. 


Stockbridge,  240,  279,  291. 

Stockport,  98. 

Stoke  Edith,  Herefs.,  226. 

 Giftard,  Bristol,  174. 

Stoke-on-Trent,  126. 
Stoke,  Somers.,  149. 
Stone,  13,  97,  221. 

 Capt.  Hen.,  59,  62,  69,  75, 

97,  100. 

 John,  of  London,  126. 

Stoneleigh,  Warw.,  32,  119. 
Stonilow,  21,  47. 
Stoughton  Grange,  Leics.,  10,  11. 
Stourbridge,  167. 

Strafford,  Thos.  Wentworth,  Earl  of 

[d.  1641],  19,  25,  43,  57. 
Stratford,  Mr.  [oco.  1679],  144. 
Streethay,  49,  86,  165. 
Strode,  Sir  Geo.,  190. 

 Mary  (Southcote),  87. 

 Sir  Wm.  (sen.),  87. 

Strode,  Wm.  [1599-1645],  71,  87. 

Strong,  Edw.,  237. 

Stubbs,  John,  241. 

Studley,  Bucks..  47. 

Sturgeon,  David,  of  Lichfield,  278. 

Suckling,  Eliz.  (Cornwallis),  33. 

Suckling,  Sir  John  [1560-1627], 

28,  29,  33,  34. 
Suckling,  Robt.,  33. 
Sudburne,  Suffolk,  15. 
Sudbury,  Derbys.,  210,  211,  234. 

 Suffolk,  40. 

Sudfield,  21. 
Suffolk,  147,  158. 

 •  Earl  of  [d.  1757],  255. 

Sugnall,  Staffs,  174,  189. 
Sunderland,  Chas.  Spencer,  Earl  of, 

218,  222. 

—  Robt.  Spencer,  Earl  of,  136. 

Sunning,  Berks,  142. 
Surinam,  102. 

Sutherland,  Dukes  of,  see  Gower. 

Sutton  Coldfield,  147. 

Sutton,  Derby,  294. 

Swan,  Mr.  [occ.  1715],  221. 

Sweden,  51,  143. 

Sweeney,  Salop,  94. 

Swepston,  Leics.,  125. 

Swift,  Dean,  171. 

Swynfen,  49,  203,  225. 

 Anne  (Brandreth),  78,  83. 

 Francis,  78,  203. 

 Jane  (Brandreth),  203. 

 Joan  (Curitall),  77. 

Swynfen,  John  [1613-1694],  49,  59, 
69,  70,  76,  80,  83,  95,  100,  105, 
108,  110-112,  114,  116,  118,  132, 
136,  137,  143-145,  203,  225. 

Swynfen,  John  [d.  1828],  281. 
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Swynfen,  Mary  (Abney),  281. 

 Rich.  [d.  1659],  77. 

Swynfen,  Rich.  [1677-1726],  197, 

198,  200,  201,  203,  210,  219,  225, 

226,  312. 

Swynfen,  Rich.  (s.  of  John,  M.P.), 
78. 

 Samuel,  M.D.,  78. 

Swynnerton,    Wm.    of  Butterton 

[d.  1790],  258. 
Sydney,  Dorothy  (Percy),  170. 
Sydney,    Gen.    Hen.    (Earl  of 

Romney),    Vise.  [1641-1704], 

166,  170. 

Sydney,  Robt.,  Earl  of  Leicester* 

[d.  1677],  170. 
Syerscote,  49. 

Symonds,  Diary  of  Capt.,  13. 


T. 

Tachebrooke  Mallory,  Warws.,  183. 
"  Tack,  the,"  see  Pari.  Occasional 

Conformity  Bill. 
Talbot,  Magdalen  (Wyvell),  81. 

 Thos.,  81. 

Tamprell  Hall,  Warws.,  176. 
Tamworth  Castle,  133-134. 

 Charities,  180,  196. 

 Contested  Election  at,  n8, 

I44,  165,  I73,  183,  187,  I97,  20I, 

206,  210,  225,  232,  239,  245,  270, 
280,  296. 

 Control  of,  19,  36,  37,  52, 

66,  132,  134,  143,  162,  180,  229, 
249,  250,  267,  270,  281,  308. 

 Disfranchised  [1653],  95. 

 Franchise  at,  37,    41,  118, 

183,  212. 

 High  Steward  of,  143,  312. 

 •  Moat  House  in,  109,  281. 

 Petition  from,  118,  154. 

 Recorders  of,  195,  196,  203, 

312. 

 Thynne,    interest   in,  143, 

162,  180,  249,  250. 
 Townsend,  interest  in,  134, 

229,  249,  250. 

 Town  Hall,  180. 

 Vise,  see  Shirley.- 

Tan worth,  Warws.,  26,  312. 
Tarporley,  Ches.,  5. 
Tatenhill,  152. 
Taverner,  Aylmer,  310. 
Tavistock,  40,  257,  260. 
Teddesley  Hay,  121. 
Temple  Newsam,  Leeds,  7. 
Terrick,  Jane  (Lee),  82. 


Terrick,  John  [d.  1648],  9.  21,  82. 

 Bp.  Rich.,  D.D.,  82. 

Terrick,  Samuel  [1602-1660],  70, 

82,  112,  114. 
Tettenhall,  133,  202. 
Thanet,  Lord,  308. 
Therkeld,  Anne  (Nightingale),  233. 

 Francis,  233. 

Thingdon,  Northants,  56. 
Thistleworth,  Middx.,  45. 
Thorley,  John,  21. 

 Rich.,  22. 

Thornall,  45. 

Thornburgh,  Dr.  Benj.,  155. 

Thorne,  Thos.,  61. 

Thornicroft,  John,  121. 

Thorpe-Constantine,  176,  220,  258. 

Thrumpton,  Notts,  123,  133,  170. 

Thurlow,  Edw.,  Lord  Chanc. 
[1731-1806],  276,  281,  285,  286, 
288,  293,  296,  299. 

Thurlow,  Rev.  Thos.,  285. 

Thynnes,  the,  see  Tamworth, 
Thynne,  interest  in. 

Thynne,  Grace  (Strode),  190. 

— — — -  Sir  Hen.  Fred.,  142,  162. 

Thynne,  Hon.  Hen.  [1675-1708], 
188,  190,  191,  193,  195. 

Thynne,  Hen.  Fred.,  Lord  Car- 
teret [d.  1736-1826],  268,  271. 

Thynne,  Louisa  (Carteret),  271. 

 Mary  (Coventry),  142. 

 Mary  or  Frances  (Finch), 

143,  162,  190. 

 Thos.  [d.  1682],  143. 

Thynne,  Sir  Thos.,  Vise.  Wey- 
mouth [1640-1714],  136,  137, 
142,  144,  146,  149,  151,  162,  180, 
190,  191,  312. 

Thynne,  Thos.,  Vise.  Wevmouth 
[d.  1750],  271. 

 Thos.,     Vise.  Weymouth 

\d.  1796],  217,  285,  299. 

Tidswell,  Derbs.,  231. 

— —  Obediah,  231. 

Tilbury,  31. 

Tilley,  Abram,  169. 

Tintern,  Wexford,  126. 

Tipperary,  102. 

Tisbury,  Wilts,  24. 

Titley,  Abram,  125. 

Tixall,  16,  135. 

Tollemache,  Grace  (Wilbraham), 
146. 

Tolworth  (Tolhurst  farm),  Surrey, 
168. 

"  Tom  of  Ten  Thousand,"  143. 
Tooley  Park,  Leic,  284. 
Torrington,  Lord,  116. 
Totteridge,  Herts,  128. 
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Touchet,  Geo.,  Earl  of  Castlehaven, 
24. 

Townsend,  Geo.,  Marquess  [d.1807], 

232,  307,  308. 

 Roger,  270. 

Townsends,    the,    see  Tamworth, 

Townsend,  interest  in. 
Tracy,  Wm.,  Vise.,  264. 
Treason,  Trustees,  60. 
Trentham,  32,   33,    127,    136,  159, 

i75»  273,  298. 

 — •  Anne,  5. 

 ■  Anthony,  5. 

 Catherine,  5. 

 Catherine  (Sheldon),  5. 

 Christopher,  5,  21. 

 ■  Vise.,  see  Gower. 

Trentham,  Francis  11564-1626], 

2,  4. 

Trentham,  Francis  (s.  of  Francis),  5, 
21. 

■  ■  Jane  (Sneyd),  4. 

 Marie,  5. 

  Prudence,  5,  21. 

 Thos.  [d.  1587],  4. 

 Sir  Thos.  (s.  of  Francis),  5. 

 V ere,  5. 

 Wm.,  5. 

Trollope,  Anthony,  159. 

 1  John,  159. 

Truro,  40. 

Tryon,  Sir  Samuel,  61. 
Tudor,  Wm.,  95. 
Tuer,  Joseph,  127. 
Tunstall,  21,  126. 
Turton,  Anne  (More),  151, 

 Dorothy.  152. 

 — -  Eleanor  (Fownes),  151. 

  Eliz.,  152. 

Turton,  Sir    John  [1637-1708], 

100,  133,  149,  151,  237. 
Turton,  John  of  the  Oake,  152. 
 John  (nephew  of  Sir  John), 

152. 

 ■  John    (g.s.    of    Sir  John), 

151,  152,  265. 

 Philip,  152. 

 Wm.,  151,  152,  165. 

Twickenham,  33. 

Twynyho,  Edm.  [occ.  1549],  311. 

Twysden,  Bp.  Philip,  274. 


U. 

Umberslade,  Warw.,  66. 
Usher,  Archbp.,  79. 
Utrecht,  175,  203,  209,  210,  229. 
Uttoxeter,  61,  85,  113,  177,  221. 
Uxbridge,  Earls  of,  see  Paget. 


V. 

Vandeput,  Sir  Geo.,  273. 
Vane,  Sir  Hen.  [d.  1662],  104. 
Vandergucht  (the  painter),  99. 
Venables,   Sir  Peter,   Baron  Kin- 

derton),  211. 
Vere,  Edw.  de,  Earl  of  Oxford,  5, 

17- 

Vere,  Sir  Edw.  [fl.  1624],  28,  29, 
31. 

Vere,  Horace,  Baron,  of  Tilbury,  31. 

 Robt.  de,  Earl  of  Oxford, 

31. 

Vernon,  Anne  (Gower),  288. 

 Anne  (Lee),  234. 

 Anne  (Pigott),  211,  234. 

 Catherine  (Vernon),  211. 

Vernon,  Gen.  Chas.  [1719-1810], 

286,  288,  293. 
Vernon,  Edw.,  of  London  [d.  1742], 

207. 

 Edw.,  of  N.  Aston,  136. 

 Adm.   Sir  Edw.   [d.  1794], 

207,  (?239). 

 Archbp.,  Edw.,  288. 

 Geo.  [d.  1702],  211. 

Vernon,  Geo.  Venables,  Baron 

[1709-1780],  211,  230,  232,  234, 

236,  239,  242,  245,  246,  252,  255, 

258,  292. 

Vernon,  Geo.,  Baron  [d.  1813],  234. 

 John  [d.  1747],  207. 

 Henrietta  (Wentworth),  263. 

 Hen.  [occ.  1645],  73. 

 Hen.,  of  Hilton,  sen.,  207. 

Vernon,  Hen.,  of  Hilton,  jun. 

[1663-1732],  203,  205,  207,  210, 

211,  213.  214,  218,  219,  263. 
Vernon,  Hen.,  of  Sudbury  [1686- 

1719],  209,  210,  211,  234. 
Vernon,  Hen.,  of  Hilton  [1718- 

1765],  207,  258,  259,  263,  265, 

276,  279,  282. 
Vernon,  Margaret  (Ladkins),  207. 

 Martha  (Harcourt),  234. 

 Mary  (Howard),  234. 

 Penelope  (Phillips),  207,  263. 

 Rich.,  M.P.,  207,  261. 

 Sir  Robt.,  9. 

 Sir  Thos.,  of  London,  211. 

 Thos.  {c.  1655-1742],  207. 

 Thos.   Phillip  [1719-1755], 

207. 

Vernons,  the,  of  Sudbury,  176. 
Victor,  Benj.,  260. 
Vienna,  178. 

Villiers,  Anne  (Egerton),  274. 

 Edw.,  J. P.,  108,  207. 

 —  Frances  (Twysden),  274. 
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Villiers,  Geo.  Bussy,  Vise,  Earl 
of  Jersey  [1 735-1805],  270,  274, 
280,  285. 

Villiers,  Judith  (Heme),  263. 

Villiers,  Thos.,  Earl  of  Claren- 
don [1709-1786],  259,  263, 
270,  274. 

Villiers,  Wm.,  Earl  of  Jersey  [d. 

1766],  263. 
 Wm.,    Earl   of   Jersey  [d. 

1769],  274. 
Viner,  Robt.,  307. 
Virginia  co.,  27. 


W. 

Wacherton,  Ches.,  5. 

Wagstaffe,  Sir  Francis  (recte  Thos.), 

183,  184. 

 John,  46. 

Wakelin,  Nich.,  225. 
Walcot,  Wilts,  96. 
Walcott,  Oxon,  174. 

 John,  151. 

 Mary  (Turton),  151. 

• —  Wm.,  151.  * 

Waldegrave,  Eliz.  (Gower),  297. 
 Eliz.   Laura  (Waldegrave), 

297- 

Waldegrave,  Geo.,  Earl  of  [1751- 

1789],  293,  294,  297. 
Waldegrave,  James,  Earl,  297. 

 John,  Earl  [d.  1741],  272. 

Waldegrave,    Col.    John,  Earl 

[1718-1784],     261,     266,  268, 

272,  276,  279,  282,  297. 
Waldron  (Walrond),   Amos  [fl. 

1661-1669],  118,  131. 
Waldron,  Rich.,  of  Clent,  132. 

 Wm.,  132. 

Wale,  George,  177. 

 John,  177. 

Wales,  137. 

Walker,  John,  clerk,  84. 

 Susan,  83,  84. 

Waller,  Sir  Wm.,  88. 

Walmesley  Dorothy  (Gilbert),  187. 

■  ■ —  Gilbert,  187,  254,  258. 

 Mrs.  [occ.  1753-1754],  265. 

Walmesley,  Wm.  [c.  1650-1713], 

186,  187,  205. 
Walpole,  Horace,  199,  273. 
 —  Sir  Robt.,  194,  213,  214,  218, 

222,  224,  227,  228,  230,  235,  240, 

242-245,  272. 
Walsall,  221,  309. 
Walsingham,  Lord,  see  Grey. 

 —  Sir  Thos.,  55. 

Walsh,  Sir  Rich.,  i,  8. 


Walsh,  Wm.,  265. 
Walter,  David,  56. 

 Dame  Eliz.,  56. 

 Sir  John,  chief  Baron,  170. 

 Rich.,  56. 

 Wm.  (cousin  of  Sir  Wm.), 

56. 

Walter,  Sir  Wm.  [fl.  1603-1633], 

28,  53,  54.  56. 
Walthew,  Thos.,  278. 
Walton,  Eccleshall,  162. 
Walton-on-Trent,  Derbs.,  56,  132, 

134- 

Wantisden,  Suffolk,  17,  18. 

Warburton,  Col.,  255. 

Ward,  Anna  Maria  (Bouchier),  234. 

 Anne  (Parkes),  206. 

 Edw.,  Lord    Dudley  and, 

[1631-1701],  135,  166,  201. 

 Frances  (Dudley),  206. 

  Humble,   Lord  [d.  1670], 

104,  206. 

Ward,  John,  Vise.  Dudley  and 

[c.  1700-1774],  206,  230,  231,  233, 

238. 

Ward,  Mary  (Carver),  234. 

 Mary  (Grey),  166,  206,  233. 

 Wm.  [fl.  1636-1680],  206. 

Ward,  Wm.  [c.  1670-1720],  166, 

167,  203,  204,  206,  213,  214,  217, 

233- 

Wardley,  Lane,  62. 
Wareham,  40,  299. 
Wareton,  Warw.,  133. 
Warren,  Sir  Geo.,  307. 
Warrington,   Earls  of,   see  Booth 

and  Grey. 
Warwick,  26,  39,  89,  138. 
Warwick,  Adm.  the  Earl  of,  105. 
Warwickshire,  89,  170,  180,  184. 
— — : —  Association,  48. 

 election  of  1679,  144. 

■  Sheriffs  of,  14,  26,  27,  147. 

Waterhouses,  160. 

Watson,  Anne  (Wardle),  107. 

Watson,   Col.  Daniel  [c.  1620- 

occ.  1680],  100,  105,  107,  112, 

114,  207,  209. 
Watson,  Daniel  (s.  of  Col.  Daniel), 

108. 

 Edw.,  108. 

 Hen.,  107. 

 Col.  John,  73. 

 Mary  (Gresley),  108. 

 Rebecca  (Villiers),  109,  207. 

Weddington,  Warw.,  55. 
Wedgwood,  John  [occ.  1637],  21. 

 John  [occ.  1688-1692],  125, 

139- 

— -—  Josiah  [1730-1795],  261. 
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Wedgwood.  Margaret,  21. 
Weeford,  78. 
Weighman,  Jane,  49. 
Weld,  John,  47. 
Welde,  Essex,  18. 
Welford,  Northants,  10. 
Wells,  Somers.,  132. 
Welsh,  Edw.,  9. 
Wendover,  38,  308. 
Wenlock,  157,  296. 

 Lord,  157. 

Wentworth,  Nich.,  88. 

 Peter,   M.P.   (temp.  Eliz.), 

88. 

Wentworth,    Sir    Peter  [1592- 

1675],  71,  88,  no. 
Wentworth,  Sir  Rich.,  33. 

 ■  Susannah  (Wigston),  88. 

 Thos.,  see  Strafford,  Earl  of. 

Weobley,  190,  226,  271. 
Wescote,  Baron,  see  Lyttelton. 
West,  Rich.,  161. 
West  Bromwich,  215,  221. 
Westcombe,  Kent,   129,   130,  141, 

142. 

Westminster  Assembly,  51,  80. 
West  Looe,  5. 

Weston  and  Thame,  Oxon,  126. 
Weston  by  Baldock,  Herts,  26. 
Weston-under-Lizard,  34,  49,  145. 
Weston,  Mr.  [occ.  1631],  56. 

 ■ —  Anne  (Barbour),  25,  62. 

 Anne  (Smyth),  25. 

 Catherine  (Cokayne),  26,  62. 

 James,  M.P.  [d.  1589],  34. 

 Mary  (Lloyd),  35,  84. 

 ■  Philip,  25,  63. 

 Ralph  [d.  1605],  25. 

Weston,  Sir  Rich.,  Baron  [1577- 

1652],   19,  20,  22,  25,  30,  62, 

78. 

Weston,  Rich.  [1609-1652],  25,  57, 

62,  69,  75,  76. 
Weston,  Sir  Simon  [1561-1639], 

28,  29,  34,  35,  43,  44,  50,  57, 

84. 

Weston,  Dr.  Simon,  34. 

 ■  Thos.,  30. 

Wetenhall,  Edw.,  160. 
Wexford,  Ireland,  101. 
Weymouth,  41,  190,  228. 

 Vise,  see  Thynne. 

Whalley,  Bernard,  165. 
Wheeler,  John,  294. 
Whiston,  Yorks,  179. 
Whitby,   Anna   (North ey)    "  Lady 
Wolseley,"  260. 

 Mary,  152. 

 Thos.,  152. 

 Thos.,  of  Heywood,  125. 


Whitchurch,  8. 
White,  Sir  John,  45. 
Whitehall,  James  [d.  1704],  237. 
Whitehill,  Wolstanton,  1.59. 
Whitelock,  Sir  Bulstrode,  Lord 

[1605-1676],  50,  51,  99. 
Whitelock,  Eliz.  (Bulstrode),  51. 

 Sir  James,  51. 

Whitfield,  Northants,  246. 
Whitgreve  pedigree,  76. 
Whitgreve,  Dorothy  (Noel),  97. 

 Mary  (Bowyer),  76,  97,  139. 

 ■  Mary  (Crompton),  97. 

 Robt.,    Emma    w.    of  [d. 

1435],  310. 
 Thos.,  of  Burton  by  Stafford, 

76. 

 Thos.  [d.  1643],  76,  97. 

Whitgreve,    Sir    Thos.  [1626- 

c.  1680],  76,  96,97.,  100,  101,  104, 

105,  122-124,  312. 
Whitgreve,   Thos.,  of  Moseley  [d. 

1702],  98,  129,  135. 
Whitley,  Morgan,  142. 

 Roger,  142. 

 —  Wore,  174,  175. 

Whitmore,  126,  159. 
Whitney,  Oxon,  85. 
Whittle,  John,  229. 
Whitton,  Middx.,  33,  34. 
Whitworth,  Anne  (Mosley),  289. 

 Chas.,  Baron  [d.  1725]', '289. 

 Earl  [occ.  1811],  290. 

 Rich.,  of  Adbaston,  289. 

Whitworth,    Rich.  [1784-1811], 

286,  287,  289,  293,  294,  297,  302, 

303. 

Whorwood,  Brome,  96. 
Wichnor,  198,  199,  284. 
"  Widow  of  the  Wood,"  the,  260. 
Wightman,  Edw.,  1. 
Wightwicks,  the,  36. 
Wightwick,  Humphrey,  36. 

 John,  of  Shrewsbury,  37. 

Wightwick   (Whightwick),  John 

[fl.  1624-1625],  26,  30,  36,  37. 
Wightwick,  Margaret  (Jenks),  36. 

 —  Wm.,  36. 

Wigley,  Hen.,  231. 
Wigston,  Roger,  88. 
Wigwell,  Derbys.,  231. 
Wilberforce,  Wm.,  190. 
Wilbraham,  Dorothy  (Kenrick),  241. 

 Eliz.  (Mitton),  145. 

 Eliz.  (Wilbraham),  145. 

 George  (?  Randle),  252. 

 Mary  (Brooke),  241. 

 Randle  [d.  1732],  241. 

 Randle    of    Lincoln's  Inn, 

195- 
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Wilbraham  Handle  [1694-1770], 
238,  239,  241,  245,  246,  (?  252). 

Wilbraham,  Sir  Roger,  of  Bridge- 
mere,  145. 

 Roger,  of  Dorfold,  140. 

—  Sir  Thos.  [d.  1660],  145. 

Wilbraham,  Sir  Thos.  [1630- 
1692],  144,  145. 

Wilkes,  John,  M.P.,  276,  286,  291- 
293- 

Willesley,  Derbys.,  184,  232,  281. 
William  and  Mary,  k.  and  q.,  78, 

138,  142,  143,  160,  164,  170,  176. 
Williamson,  Sir  Joseph,  124. 
Willingsworth  Hall,  Sedgley,  206. 
Willington,  150. 
Willis,  Catherine  (Offley),  47. 
Willoughby,    see    Middleton,  the 

Lords. 

 Bridget,  10. 

— —  ■  Catherine  (Hart),  10. 

 • —  Eliz.  (Rothwell),  228,  235. 

  Eliz.  (Southby),  235. 

 Sir  Francis,  10. 

Willoughby,  Francis,  Lord  Mid- 
dleton [1693-1758],  225,  228. 
Willoughby,  Mary  (Edwards),  228. 
Willoughby,       Sir  Percival 

[c.  1560-1643],  3,  10,  13,  19. 
Willoughby,  Sir  Thos.  (g.  father  of 

Sir  P.),  10. 
— —  Thos.  (father  of  Sir  P.),  10. 

 Capt.  Thos.  [occ.  1643],  72. 

 Sir  Thos.,  Baron  Middleton 

[d.  1729],  228,  235. 
Willoughby,  Hon.  Thos.  [1694- 

1742],  230,  232,  235. 
Wilmington,  Spencer  Compton,  Earl 

of,  229,  243,  247. 
Wilmot,  Chas.,  Vise,  87. 
Wilmot,    Hen.,  Vise,   Earl  of 

Rochester  [1612-165  7],  71,  87. 
Wilmslow,  289. 
Wilson,  Edw.,  101. 
Wiltshire,  162. 
Wimbleton,  56. 
Winch elsea,  5. 

 Earl  of,  see  Finch. 

Winchester,  149. 
Windham,  Wm.,  292. 
Windsor,  235. 
Wingfield  pedigree,  17,  18. 
Wingfield,  Mr.  [occ.  1631],  57. 

 Sir  Anthony  [d.  1552],  17. 

 Sir  Anthony  [d.  1638],  17. 

 Anthony,  18. 

 ■  Chas.,  17,  18. 

 Dorothy,  18. 

 Eliz.  (Riche),  17,  18. 

 Eliz.  (de  Vere),  17,  18. 


Wingfield,  Hen.,  17. 

 Sir  Humphrey,  16. 

 Mary,  18. 

 Sir  John,  16. 

 Ratcliffe  (Gerard),  17. 

 Rich.,  17,  18. 

 Sir  Robt.  [d.  1597],  17,  18. 

 Robt.  [occ.  1639],  18. 

Wingfield,  Wm.  [c.  1560-1639], 
12,  16,  19,  20,  25,  28,  29,  34,  44, 

48,  50,  52,  54,  55,  57- 
Winnington,  Ralph,  98,  312. 
Wirksworth,  261. 
Wishford,  Glos.,  162. 
Wittington,  Staffs,  169. 
Wolferston,  Edw.  [d.    1761],  258, 

266. 

 Humphrey,    of  Tamworth, 

258,  266. 

  (? Stanford),  232. 

Wollaton,  Notts,  10,  228,  235. 
Wolseley,  96,  97. 

 Anne  (Fiennes),  96. 

Wolseley,    Sir  Chas.   [c.  1630- 

1714],  95,  96,  101,  112,  114,  125. 
Wolseley,  Lady  [occ.  1643],  81. 

 Lady  (Mrs.  Whitby),  260. 

 Mary  (Wroughton),  96. 

 Sir  Robt.,  96. 

 Sir  Wm.  [d.  1779],  258. 

 Sir  Wm.  [d.  1817],  301,  302. 

Wolstanton,  114,  151,  159,  207. 
Wolston,  Warw.,  88. 
Wolverhampton,  3,  129,  161,  221, 

309,  312. 
Wood,  Eaton,  162. 

 Ralph,  148,  153. 

Woodcote,  Salop,  202,  242. 
Woodford,  John  [fl.  1621-1625], 

28,  30,  35,  36. 
Woodford,  Sir  Ralph,  36. 

 .Robt.,  35. 

Woodfords,  the,  35,  36. 
Woodhey,  Ches.,  145. 
Woodnet,  Lawrence,  27. 
Woods  Eaves,  168. 
Woodshaws,  the,  of  Tamworth,  36. 
Woodwards,  the,  of  Tamworth,  36. 
Woolryche,  Sir  Thos.,  166. 
Wooton,  78,  294. 

Worcester,  14,  60,  88,  129,  131,  264. 
Worcestershire, 

 Sheriffs  of,  1,  14,  131. 

Worn  eld,  Salop,  81. 
Worsey,  Chas.,  106. 
Worswick,  Matthew,  100. 
Worswicks,  the,  of  Stafford,  20. 
Wotton,  Thos.,  281. 
Wrexham,  63,  64. 
Wright,  Christopher,  1. 
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Wright,  John,  1. 

 John  [occ.  1753],  265. 

 Sir  Nathan,  167. 

Wroth,  Sir  Hen.,  182. 
Wrottesley,  121,  135,  201. 

 Eleanor  (Archer),  201,  202. 

 Frances  (Grey),  201. 

 Harry  [d.  1726],  202. 

•  Hen.  [d.  1825],  289. 

 Hugh,  30. 

 Hugh  [d.  1725],  202. 

 Sir  John  \d.  1726],  166,  167. 

Wrottesley,  Sir  John  [c.  1682- 

'  1726],  199,  200,  201. 
Wrottesley,  Gen.  Sir  John  [1744- 

1787],  286,  287,  288,  293,  294, 

297,  300-302,  304. 
Wrottesley,  John,  Lord  [d.  1841], 

289. 

 Mary  (? Frances)  (Grey),  166. 

 Mary  (Gower),  257,  261,  288. 

 Sir  Rich.,  Dean  of  Wore, 

250,  251,  254,  257,  261,  266,  288. 
 Sir  Walter  [d.  1659],  48,  58, 

59,  I2i,  157. 

 Sir  Walter  Id.  1686],  135. 

—  Sir  Walter  [d.  1712],  201. 
Wroughton,  Sir  Geo.,  96. 
Wyche,  Sir  Peter,  64. 
Wycombe,  106. 
Wyken,  Coventry,  131. 
Wymarke,  Edw.,  sen.,  15. 
Wymarke,  Edw.  [fi.  1597-1634], 

11,  12,  15. 
Wymarke,  Margaret  (Dudley),  15. 
Wyndham,  Catherine  (Gower),  127. 


Wynn,  Sir  W.  W.  [d.  1749],  258. 
Wyrley  (Wirley),  Humphrey,  pro- 

tonotary,  182. 
 Humphrey,  J. P.,  182,  186, 

188. 

 Sir   John   [d.   1687],  100, 

136. 

 John  [occ.  1753],  265. 

 Sybil  (Masters),  182. 

Wyther,  Sir  Robt.  fitz,  310. 
Wyvell,  Robt.,  81. 


Y. 

Yarmouth,  I.  of  W.,  33. 
Yelverton,  Sir  Christopher,  21. 
Yonge,  Sir  Wm.  of  Caynton  [occ. 

1477],  311. 
York,  7,  59. 

 Archbp.  of,  288. 

 Lord  Mayor  of,  7. 

Yorke,  Philip,  see  Hardwicke,  Earl 

of. 

Yorkshire,  134,  189. 

 Sheriff  of,  7. 

Young,  of  Charnes,  family  of,  20. 
 —  Lucy  (Chetwynd),  168. 


Z. 

Zetland,  Lawrence,  Earl  of,  283. 

 Marquess  of,  283. 

Zouch,  Rich.,  122. 


LONDON : 

HARRISON  AND  SONS,  LTD.,  PRINTERS  IN  ORDINARY  TO  HIS  MAJESTY, 
ST.  MARTIN'S  LANE,  W.C.  2, 


COLLECTIONS 


FOR  A 

HISTORY 

OF 

STAFFORDSHIRE 

EDITED  BY 

Cjw  William  Sail  gitjmalojpal  Society 

1922 


"And  in  this  undertaking,  the  Reader  may  see  what  Furniture  (though  it  lie  disperst)  our 
Publick  Records  will  afford  for  History  :  and  how  plentifully  our  own  may  be  supplied  and  improved, 
if  pains  were  taken  therein  :  for  what  is  hitherto  made  publick,  hath  been  collected,  chiefly  out  of  old 
Annals,  and  they  filled  with  few  things  but  such  as  were  very  obvious,  nay  the  Annalists  themselves 
(for  the  most  part  residing  in  Monasteries)  too  oftened  byass'd  with  Interest,  and  Affection,  to  Times 
and  Persons:  But  on  the  contrary,  in  our  publick  Records  lye  matter  of  Fact,  in  Full  Truth,  and 
therewith  the  Chronological  part,  carried  on,  even  to  days  of  the  Month.  So  that  an  industrious 
Searcher  may  thence  collect  considerable  matter  for  new  History,  rectifie  many  mistakes  in  our  old 
and  in  both  gratifie  the  world  with  unshadowed  verity." — (Ashmole's  History  of  the  Garter.) 
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REPORT   OF   THE   ANNUAL  MEETING, 
SEPTEMBER   28th,  1921. 


The  Forty-third  Annual  Meeting  of  the  William  Salt  Archaeological 
Society  was  held  at  the  William  Salt  Library,  Stafford,  on  September 
28th,  1921,  at  3  o'clock,  with  Lord  Dartmouth  in  the  Chair.  There 
were  present  Lord  Hatherton,  the  Revs.  G.  T.  Royds,  L.  Lambert 
and  C.  Swynnerton,  Messrs.  P.  W.  L.  Adams,  W.  Fowler  Carter, 
S.  A.  H.  Burne,  W.  N.  Landor,  G.  P.  Mander,  J.  R.  B.  Masefield 
and  C.  Tildesley,  Mrs.  Moat,  Miss  E.  B.  Miller  (Assistant  Secretary), 
Miss  Cornford  (Librarian),  and  Miss  Garbett. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  Meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Balance  Sheet  for  1921  was  presented  and  passed. 

Mr.  S.  A.  H.  Buene  (Joint  Hon.  Secretary)  read 

The  Report  of  the  Council. 
"  During  the  last  year  there  have  been  elected  eighteen  new  members. 
Of  these,  fifteen  are  private  members,  and  the  remainder  societies  and 
public  libraries. 

"  One  member  has  resigned,  three  have  been  struck  off  the  strength 
owing  to  non-payment  of  subscriptions,  and  nine  members  have  died. 

"  The  net  gain  is  therefore  five.  The  Council  has  to  record  with  deep 
regret  its  sense  of  the  loss  sustained  by  the  death  of  the  Rev.  F.  P.  Parker, 
of  Colton,  who  was  present  at  the  inaugural  meeting  of  subscribers 
in  1879,  and  had  been  a  member  of  the  Council  from  the  beginning. 
Mr.  Parker's  work  and  support  throughout  these  years  has  been  of  the 


greatest  value  to  the  Society.  He  transcribed  the  cartulary  of  St. 
Thomas'  Priory  in  1887,  and  of  Trentham  Priory  in  1890,  while  in 
recent  years  he  edited  for  the  Society  Chetwynd's  '  History  of  Pirehill 
Hundred.'  The  late  Mr.  Eollaston  was  also  an  old  subscriber,  having 
joined  in  1896. 

"  On  the  occasion  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  (Armistice  Day,  1920) 
the  Society  issued  invitations  to  a  large  number  of  non-members 
whom  it  was  thought  would  be  interested  to  hear  an  address  by  Mr. 
R.  A.  Roberts,  of  the  Public  Record  Office,  on  the  work  of  the  Historical 
Manuscripts  Commission  and  its  desire  to  get  in  touch  more  rapidly 
with  documents  of  historic  interest  in  private  ownership.  The  Dean 
of  Lichfield  also  addressed  the  meeting,  and  the  Council  urges  all  who  are 
fortunate  enough  to  possess  original  documents  to  tender  them  to  the 
Commission  for  its  consideration  and  advice. 

"  The  Council  regrets  that  the  Assistant  Secretary,  Miss  Miller, 
finds  it  necessary  to  resign  her  duties  upon  leaving  the  district,  and 
wishes  to  place  upon  record  its  appreciation  of  her  services  to  the 
Society  since  1917. 

"  The  Treasurer's  accounts  show  a  credit  balance  at  the  bank  of 
£168  13s.,  but  as  against  this,  there  are  liabilities  in  respect  of  printing 
the  1920  volume  to  the  amount  of  £187  10s.  Id.  It  is  therefore  apparent 
that  only  a  material  increase  in  the  number  of  subscribers,  or,  alterna- 
tively, a  raised  subscription,  can  enable  the  Society  to  maintain  its 
output.  The  post-war  cost  of  printing  cannot  be  met  on  a  pre-war 
subscription.  Members  will  be  serving  their  own  interests  in  advertising 
the  work  and  publications  of  the  Society,  and  in  this  connection  it  is 
worth  while  recalling  that  practically  all  the  new  members  of  the  past 
year  were  secured  as  a  result  of  the  public  meeting  to  which  reference 
has  been  made." 

In  the  discussion  which  followed,  several  ways  and  means  were 
suggested  to  put  the  Society  financially  on  a  sounder  basis.  Finally, 
the  Rev.  L.  Lambert  proposed  that  the  subscription  for  new  members 
be  raised  to  £1  10s.,  and  that  old  subscribers  should  be  invited  to  pay 
the  same  amount,  though  it  would  be  open  to  them  to  continue 


membership  at  the  old  rate  of  One  Guinea.  This  proposal  was 
seconded  by  Mr.  J.  R.  B.  Masefield  and  carried. 

Miss  H.  L.  E.  Garbett  was  appointed  Assistant  Secretary  on  the 
resignation  of  Miss  Miller.. 

Mr.  Gerald  Mander  (Joint  Hon.  Secretary)  read 

The  Report  of  the  Editorial  Committee. 

"  The  Editorial  Committee  report  that  the  volume  for  1921  is  now 
printed,  and  will  be  in  the  hands  of  subscribers  in  a  few  days'  time. 
It  consists  of  the  first  instalment  of  a  Calendar  of  the  William  Salt  MSS., 
by  Miss  Cornford  and  Miss  Miller,  and  '  The  Hearth  Tax  for  Pirehill 
Hundred  of  1666,'  with  some  reviews  of  the  Record  Office  publications. 

"  The  volume  for  1922  will  consist  of  the  '  Magnum  Registrum 
Album,'  which  the  Dean  of  Lichfield  has  most  kindly  offered  to  prepare.* 
Some  fifty  pages  of  quite  inadequate  analysis  of  this  manuscript  was 
printed  in  the  Society's  volume  for  1886. 

"It  is  also  felt  that  an  apology  is  due  to  Col.  Wedgwood  for  with- 
holding the  balance  of  his  Parliamentary  History.  It  is  being  indexed, 
however,  and  it  is  hoped,  should  funds  permit,  to  produce  it  next  year, 
and  also  to  offer  facilities  for  binding  the  whole  in  the  customary  cloth 
covers.  Only  the  high  cost  of  printing  and  the  desire  to  give  subscribers 
variety  has  caused  the  issue  to  be  delayed." 

Mr.  Burne  and  Mr.  Mander  drew  attention  to  the  constitution  of 
the  Society.  It  was  pointed  out  that  the  Council  had  become  inopera- 
tive, and  that  all  the  work  had  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  Editorial 
Committee,  while  the  officers  of  the  Society  were  not  members  of  the 
Council. 

It  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Burne  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Mander  that 
the  members  of  the  Editorial  Committee  should  form  a  sub-committee 
to  enquire  into  the  present  position,  and  report  to  the  next  meeting, 
and  that  they  should  have  power  to  add  to  their  numbers  for  this 
purpose. 

The  proposal  was  put  to  the  meeting  and  carried. 


*  This  has  been  postponed  until  1923. 
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